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NI losses in sinking which inspired novel 
and film “The Cruel Sea” 

Ethel Hunter, WRNS, from Belfast and Gunner William 
Allen from Ballymena were lost in the sinking of the the 
troopship SS Khedive Ismai on 12 /02/1944
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The troopship SS Khedive Ismail was in convoy KR8 on its 
way to Colombo, Ceylon, from Kilindini, Kenya, with a large 
contingent of African troops as well as British military 
personnel, including eighty-three women. 

Early in the afternoon she was torpedoed by the Japanese 
submarine I-27 – she broke in two and sank quickly. Few 
who were below decks managed to make an escape. Of the 
1,511 people on board only 208 men and 6 women 
survived. 

It was to become Britain’s third worst mercantile disaster in 
the Second World War and the worst ever involving British 
service women, seventy-seven were lost. 

The destroyers HMS Petard and Paladin went on the hunt 
for the submarine and eventually sank her, although it is 
believed that the depth charging caused some further 
casualties amongst people in the water. 

It was an incident that Nicholas Monserrat used in his novel 
“The Cruel Sea”, later memorably filmed.

 

On this Day - February 12 

1915  

Ballymena Observer - Private James Whiteside, of 
Monaghan, Ballymena, who serves with the Royal Scots 
Greys (Royal Scots Dragoon Guards), has been wounded 
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but is off to the front again.  

Private Dick McCormick of North Street is home from the 
front suffering from frostbite. He was with the Royal Irish 
Rifles. - Ballymena Observer  

1916  
The German offensive west of Soissons and at Pilkem 
(north of Ypres) has some success.

1918

Ships of the German High Seas Fleet under escort to Scapa 
Flow, Scotland, late 1918. Painting by Charles Edward 
Dixon.
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1938  
Japan refuses to reveal naval data requested by the U.S. 
and Britain. 

1940  
First deportation of German Jews into occupied Poland. 
Germany and Russia agree new trade pact, that provides 
for the delivery of vital war materials (grains, oil, strategic 
minerals) by the Russians, in return for German 
manufactured goods. 
Anthony Eden greets the first Australian and New Zealand 
troops arriving in Suez. 

1941  
The British foreign Secretary, Anthony Eden and General Sir 
John Dill, Chief of the Imperial General Staff leave London 
for a tour of the Balkan capitals in order to try and establish 
an anti-axis pact. However, Yugoslavia refuses to see them 
and Turkey refuses their proposals. Only Greece shows and 
interest. 
Again, the Italians make further breakout attempts, which all 
fail. Later in the day the Italians surrender 20,000 men, 200 
guns and 120 tanks to just 3,000 British troops. 
Anthony Eden makes a speech parodying Winston 
Churchills famous ‘Battle of Britain’ speech. He says “Never 
has so much been surrendered, by so many, to so few”. 
General Gariboldi is the new Italian Army Commander in 
North Africa. 
Erwin Rommel arrives in Tripoli, Libya with a Panzer and 
Motorized Infantry Division. He assumes command of the 
Deutsches Africa Korps. 
Rommel receives assistance from the Fliegerkorps X and 
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long range aircraft from Sicily. 
Churchill congratulates Wavell for his success, and orders 
him to prepare to help the Greeks. 
German planes attack Benghazi, the first action by the 
Luftwaffe in Africa. 

 

Imperial War Museum Photo: (A 15625) (Part of the 
Admiralty Official Collection). Converted American Destroyer 
HMS Churchill enters a port after escorting an Allied troop 
convoy. Copyright Lieutenant CH Parnall.

1942  
Word reached High Command that the German battleships, 
Scharnhort, Gneisenau & Prinz Eugen, had slipped out of 
the French port and were making a dash for German 
waters. 
A plan had long been in place to attempt interception and 
daylight ops were ordered for several squadrons. 
At 11.00 hours, British aircraft spot the Scharnhorst and 
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Gneisenau and Prinz Eugen as they enter the straits of 
Dover. At 12.00 hours the British launch MTB attacks 
against Admiral Ciliax’s squadron, but were forced to fire at 
extreme range and so missed. An hour later at 13.00 hours 
the British again launch torpedo attacks, this time using six 
Swordfish aircraft, but five were shot down and all torpedo’s 
missed. At 14.30 hours the battleship Scharnhorst hits a 
mine off the Dutch coast. The mine inflicts only minor 
damage and the Scharnhorst is able to continue towards 
Germany. A short time later the British again launch attacks 
against the three German ships, this time using destroyers 
from the port of Harwich and aircraft from both Bomber and 
Coastal commands, but without success. At 20.35 hours the 
battleship Gneisenau hits a mine, while at 20.55 hours the 
Scharnhorst hits its second mine of the day, although both 
ships are able to continue towards Kiel. 
The weather and cloud conditions were grim – of the seven 
aircraft assigned by 12 squadron only two sighted the Prinz 
Eugene but were unable to press home an attack, all seven 
returned safely to base. 50 Squadron assigned eight 
aircraft, there were three sightings but no effective attacks.  
IBCC Losses records 68 aircrew deaths this day 
CWGC records 121 losses in Europe – 83 remembered at 
Runnymede – it is probable that both Fighter and Coastal 
Command were also active this day. 
The British throw nine warships, 32 torpedo boats and 450 
aircraft at the Nazi vessels, but are unable to sink them.

Tribal-class destroyer HMS Maori was bombed and sunk at 
her moorings in Grand Harbour Malta by German aircraft. 1 
member of her crew was killed. Maori was raised in 1945 
and scuttled outside the harbour
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1943  
Rostov is captured by Russians. German troops evacuate 
Krasnodar and reach the defensive positions in the Kuban 
bridgehead. 
German bombers attacked port of Bari on Adriatic, sinking 
16 freighters including an American ship carrying poison 
mustard gas shells, causing heavy casualties in the port. 
Rommel and Von Arnim’s forces launch a counter attack 
against the American 2nd Corps in central Tunisia, forcing 
them back in some disarray. 
Wingate’s first Chindit guerrilla campaign begins behind the 
Japanese lines in Burma. 
VMF-124 lands on Guadalcanal, becoming the first Corsair 
squadron deployed for combat. 

1944  
The Red Army recaptures Luga. 

1945  
British and Canadians troops advancing from Southeast 
Holland take Cleve in western Germany. 
Simultaneous announcements in Moscow, London and 
Washington about the Yalta agreement. Agreement is 
reached about the allied occupation of Germany, the 
founding of the United Nations, the “resettlement” of the 
inhabitants of the eastern German territories to be ceded to 
Poland and the entry of the Soviet Union into the war 
against Japan. 
Thus far, the Kriegsmarine has evacuated 374,00 German 
refugees by sea from East and West Prussia. 
The British 20th Indian Division crosses the river Irrawaddy 
Southwest of Mandalay. 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Peru declares war against Germany. 

1946

The last of the 116 captured German U-boats scheduled to 
be sunk is scuttled by the Allies 100 miles off the northwest 
coast of Ireland.

Harrogate (Stonefall) Cemetery

Harrogate (Stonefall) Cemetery  was begun in 1914 but 
the majority of burials here are airmen who died in WW2 
when bomber command bases were established across 
Yorkshire. 
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Although far from the fighting fronts during both World Wars, 
Harrogate was nevertheless a hub of military activity. During 
the First World War hundreds of local people volunteered to 
serve and many saw action overseas. Some of those who 
were wounded in battle were returned to Great Britain to be 
cared for, perhaps near home in one of the military or Red 
Cross hospitals based in the town. During the Second World 
War Harrogate’s men and women once again volunteered to 
serve overseas, but the town itself became an important 
administration, training, medical and logistics base. For 
much of the war 4 and 6 Groups of Bomber Commander 
were based in Yorkshire and many of the 1,000 servicemen 
and women buried in Stonefall today served with these 
formations. Over 660 belonged to the Royal Canadian Air 
Force, but there are Australian, New Zealand and British 
personnel here too, along with three German soldiers and a 
Russian 

Roll of Honour - February 12 
Representing their comrades who died on this day

1915

+THOMPSON, M

Royal Irish Rifles. 10th Btn. Rifleman. 17021. Died 
12/02/1915. Age 39 years old. Son of Robert and Annie 
Thompson (nee Scott); husband to Martha Thompson, of 
14, Balmoral St., Belfast. Born at Dromara. Dromara First 
Presbyterian Churchyard
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+DALY, Bernard

King's Shropshire Light Infantry. 2nd Btn. B Coy. Corporal. 
8145. Died 12/02/1915. Age 35. Son of Capt. B. Daly, of 
"Braefoot," Waterloo Gardens, Antrim Rd., Belfast; husband 
to Jane Frances Daly, of 13, Bradshaw St., Lancaster. Ypres 
(Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium

1916

+GIRVAN, William David  
Royal Irish Fusiliers, 9th Btn. Private. 14206. Died 
12/02/1916. Husband to Mrs. M. Girvan, of 45, Hill St., 
Lurgan. Mesnil Ridge Cemetery, Mesnil Martinsart, Somme, 
France. Duncairn Presbyterian Church, Belfast WM

+REID, William  
RN. AB. 214966. Submarine E7. Died 12/02/1916. Aged 31. 
Boy service from 14/05/1901. Enrolled 14/12/1903 for 12 
years. Re-engaged 18/02/1914 for hostilities. War service in 
Vivid I, Victory I, Maidstone, Adamant and Dolphin 
(01/08/1914 - 14/01/1915 and 01/10/1916 - 12/02/1916). 
PoW taken at Dardanelles. Angora Memorial. 138. Baghdad 
(North Gate) War Cemetery. Printing Trades WM Belfast 
Cathedral. IMR

+WOODBURN, Thomas  
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 2nd Btn. Private. 7980. Died 
12/02/1916. Aged 31. Sergeant J. Preston who was in 
Private Woodburn’s company indicated that Thomas 
Woodburn was killed instantly when he was struck down by 
shell fire. Over 12 year’s military service. Son of Samuel and 
Elizabeth Woodburn, and brother of Miss M. Woodburn, 
Tyressan, Cookstown. Authuile Military Cemetery, Authuile, 
Somme, France. Cookstown WM, Molesworth Street PCI
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1917  

+CAMBRIDGE, Robert  
New Zealand Training Unit. Sergeant. 33162. Died 
12/02/1917. Robert was born in Carrickfergus around 1884. 
He first saw service in 1902, in the Boer War in South Africa, 
as part of the 29th Imperial Yeomanry (Irish Horse). He is 
recorded as being awarded a medal with two clasps. On his 
return, in 1906, he married Anita Wilcox (possibly Wilson), in 
Barton-upon-Urwell, Lancashire and shortly after they 
moved to New Zealand. At the time of his enlistment, on 
23/08/1916, they were living at 144 Hills Road, St Albans, 
Christchurch and Robert was working as an ironmongery 
buyer for the DIC Department Store in Christchurch, where 
he was also in charge of the Hardware Department. He was 
also the treasurer of the Veteran's Association  
Robert initially joined the 23rd Reinforcements, as a 
Corporal, and on 20/11/1916 was promoted to Serjeant. On 
15/01/1917, he was transferred to Featherston Military 
Camp on the North Island. Robert died on 12/02/1917 "from 
an accident occurring or disease contracted while training" 
and is buried in Christchurch (Linwood) Cemetery, New 
Zealand.

+MURPHY, William Mckee 

North Irish Horse. Private. 2073. Died 12/02/1917. Age 23. 
Son of Thomas Murphy, of Leslie Hill, Ballymoney. St Sever 
Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France

+NORMAN, Charles  
North Irish Horse. Captain. Died 12/02/1917. Age 37. Son of 
the late Thomas and Annie Norman, of Glengollan. D.L. and 
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J.P. for Co. Donegal. Puchevillers British Cemetery, France. 
Derry Cathedral WM  

1918  
+COLLIER, Reginald John  
Royal Flying Corps. Second Lieutenant. 16207. Died 
12/02/1918. Aged 19. Known as Jack he was educated at 
Bangor Grammar School and Kings Hospital School, Dublin. 
He took up a position in the Belfast Banking Company, 
working in their Cromac Street branch. He was also a 
member of the Queen's University Training Corps in 
1916-1917. He enlisted in early 1917. He transferred from 
the General List to the the Royal Flying Corps with the rank 
of Second Lieutenant in August 1917. On 12/02/1918, he 
was killed in a flying accident while training with 13 Training 
Squadron at RAF Yatesbury. Born 15/10/1898 at 21 
Strandmillis Gardens, Belfast. Son of William F. Collier and 
Marion F. Collier (nee Townsend) of Belfast and later 
Bangor. A service was held in Bangor Parish Church prior to 
the interment at Bangor Cemetery (Northern Whig, 16th 
February 1918). St. Comgall's parish church, Bangor, WM 
and Queen's University WM 

1919  
+GRAHAM, Nathaniel

13th Canadian Infantry, Quebec Regiment. Private.152774. 
Died 12/02/1919 of pneumonia at No. 8 Stationary Hospital, 
France. Born 18/07/1890 at Racavan, Broughshane. Son of 
David Graham and Agnes McNeill. The family lived at 
Blacktown, Ballyligpatrick. Nathaniel was husband to Annie 
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Moore from Ballymena. Terlincthun British Cemetery, 
France.

+WILSON, John Hugh

Lancashire Fusiliers. 9th Btn. Private. 30788. Regiment 
transf. to (373550) Irish Command Labour Centre Labour 
Corps. Died 12/02/1919. Dunluce Presbyterian Churchyard

1942

 
+MEENAN, Owen 
Leicestershire Regiment, 1st Btn. Private. 7903698. Died 
12/02/1942. Aged 34. Owen was the son of Bernard and 
Annie Meenan. In 1939 he married Frances Olive Dawson 
at Melton Mowbray. Together they had one son, Bernard 
Owen Meenan, born in 1941 in Melton Mowbray. In 
February 1942, Private Owen Meenan was serving with the 
1st Btn of the Leicestershire Regiment in Singapore. He 
died during the defence of Singapore at the Battle of 
Kampar on 12th February 1942. The link to Clogher is 
unknown. The regiment was stationed in Londonderry in 
Ebrington for some years in the 1930s. Owen’s number 
shows that he wasn’t always a Leicester as it is from the 
block allocated to the Royal Armoured Corps. Singapore 
Memorial, Kranji War Cemetery. Singapore, Clogher WM

+WILSON, William Agnew 
RN. Stoker 1st Class. D/KX103088. Died 12/02/1942 of 
acute heart failure. Aged 22. At the time of his death, he 
served on the convoy escort destroyer HMS Churchill (I45). 
HMS Churchill was one of several ships involved in the hunt 
for the German battleship Bismarck. Born in Belfast. He was 
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the son of Joseph Wilson and Isabella Wilson of 37 Arosa 
Parade, Belfast. Belfast City Cemetery, Glenalina Extension 

Harrogate (Stonefall) Cemetery

1943  
+STEWART, Samuel Fleming 
Royal Ulster Rifles, 7th Btn. Second Lieutenant. Died 
12/02/1943. His death was listed as "on active service" in 
Belfast. Before the war, he had been a solicitor’s apprentice. 
North of Ireland Cricket and Football Club WM. Royal 
Courts of Justice on Chichester Street, Belfast, WM stone.

1944

+ALLEN,William
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Royal Artillery. Gunner. 14358464. Died (lost at sea): 
12/02/1944 SS Khedive-Ismail (London). Age 30. att. 301st 
Field Regt. East African Artillery. Husband to Fanny Jane 
Allen; son of Samuel and Elizabeth Allen of Shankbridge, 
Ballymena. East Africa Memorial, Nairobi. Col. 4

+DOWLING, Beatrice Olivia  
Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service, Sister. 
Service No: 266662. Died 12/02/1944. Daughter of Sam and 
Sadie Dowling, Woodview, Bessbrook, and Belfast. 
Brookwood Memorial Cemetery Surrey. England.

+HUNTER, Ethel Margaret 
WRNS. Wren. 43624. HMS Assegai. Died 12/02/1944 
aboard SS Khedive Ismail. Age 19. HMS Assegai was a 
WWII naval shore base near Durban, South Africa. It was 
used as a Combined Operations training establishment, 
transit pool and General Drafting Office for the Eastern and 
Mediterranean Fleets and the South Atlantic Station. It was 
opened on 01/10/1942 and closed on 15/05/1944.

On 12 /02/1944 the troopship SS Khedive Ismail was in 
convoy KR8 on its way to Colombo, Ceylon, from Kilindini, 
Kenya, with a large contingent of African troops as well as 
British military personnel, including eighty-three women. 
Early in the afternoon she was torpedoed by the Japanese 
submarine I-27 – she broke in two and sank quickly. Few 
who were below decks managed to make an escape. Of the 
1,511 people on board only 208 men and 6 women 
survived. It was to become Britain’s third worst mercantile 
disaster in the Second World War and the worst ever 
involving British service women, seventy-seven were lost. 
The destroyers HMS Petard and Paladin went on the hunt 
for the submarine and eventually sank her, although it is 
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believed that the depth charging caused some further 
casualties amongst people in the water. It was an incident 
that Nicholas Monserrat used in his novel “The Cruel Sea”, 
later memorably filmed. Daughter of Frederick and Sara 
Hunter, Belfast

+LECKEY, Muriel Elizabeth 

Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Nursing Service. Sister. 208615. 
Died 12/02/1944. Aged 32. SRN. Daughter of Henry and 
Mary Ann Leckey. Brookwood Memorial Surrey. England.. 
Holywood WM. Sullivan Upper School. 


VETERANS

ADRAIN, William

128th Moose Jaw Overseas Battalion. Private. 482199. 
Born Ballynure 12/02/1898 (14/04/1898 in Ballynure Pres. 
records). Son of Andrew Adrain and Isabella (nee 
Noble).William, who was single, lived in the town of Ponteix 
in south-western Saskatchewan after he emigrated to 
Canada. Just over 18 years old, 5’8” tall, with blue eyes 
enrolled in Moose Jaw on 06/03/1916. 

GRACEY, James

DCM, North Irish Horse, and New Zealand Police.

A relatively nondescript headstone in Trentham’s St John’s 
Anglican Churchyard, New Zealand, marks the last resting 
place of a brave Irish soldier and one of Upper Hutt’s most 
influential policemen. The letters “D.C.M.” chiseled into the 
granite memorialise the award of the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal, the second highest British award for gallantry.
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An Irishman from Drumgor, Lurgan, in County Armagh,  
James Gracey was raised on a farm and working as a 
factory clerk with his brother before the War. As Lord 
Kitchener, the 
Minister for War 
sought to rapidly 
increase the size of 
the British Army, he 
enlisted at the 
beginning of May 
1915, aged 23.

Gracey initially joined 
the North Irish Horse, 
a Special Reserve 
unit of the British 
Territorial Army, and 
was given the service 
number 1504. The 
unit’s early 
contribution to the 
British Expeditionary 
Force had seen its 
members 
acknowledged as the 
first non-regular 
troops to land and 
see action in France.

Posted to F Squadron, Private Gracey left Antrim for 
England, where the unit was billeted at Hemel Hempstead, 
just northwest of London. Here they became the divisional 
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mounted troops for the 33rd Division, a new British Army 
infantry division raised from volunteers for Kitchener’s New 
Armies.

After initial training the Division was called forward to the 
Western Front, and Private Gracey disembarked in France 
on 17/11/1915. Concentrating in an area near Morbecque 
where the unit was reinforced with artillery and strengthened 
by the attachment of an experienced brigade. But Private 
Gracey would spend most of his first eight months in quiet 
parts of the line, and frequently moved between formations.

Before the 33rd Division’s first major engagement during the 
Battle of the Somme, F Squadron of the North Irish Horse 
was transferred on 19/04/1916 to the 1st Cavalry Division. 
Then quickly moved again to become the Mounted 
Divisional troops of 49th (West Riding) Infantry Division and 
once more on 21 May to the 32nd Division. 

On 25/05/1916, Gracey’s F Squadron was formally 
redesignated B Squadron, then on 21 June combined with C 
Squadron and a Squadron of the 6th Inniskilling Dragoons 
to form the 2nd Regiment of the North Irish Horse. This unit 
was to be attached to the newly formed X Corps within the 
Second British Army.

Because their primary role was to break through and exploit 
any gap in the enemy’s defenses created by the infantry and 
artillery, Gracey’s unit was frequently held back in support 
and readiness. After the initial stages of the Battle of the 
Somme, they sadly found themselves clearing the battlefield 
of bodies and equipment from 9 to 24 July 1916.
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Gracey’s unit remained on the Somme until late October, 
when the 2nd Regiment North Irish Horse began to move 
north to the Ypres front. They were positioned at Boeschepe 
on the French side of the Belgium border, and remained 
there until May 1917. In June they were held ready to exploit 
a breakthrough at Messines, but the opportunity did not 
come.

That month Private Gracey and his unit also received some 
sad news. The 2nd Regiment North Irish Horse was to be 
disbanded and members compulsorily transferred to the 
infantry. The unit moved to Aix-en-Issart to begin the 
dismounting process on 22/07/1917. Private Gracey was 
fortunate to be detailed as one of the party which would 
transport the Regiment’s horses to Egypt.

Leaving on 14 /08/1917, they transferred onto a mounted 
troop ship and sailed for Alexandria. After ensuring the 
horses arrived fit for their subsequent use during the 
ongoing Sinai and Palestine campaign, Gracey returned 
with his mates back through Italy to Ruyaulcourt in 
northeastern France.

There on 12/10/1917 he rejoined the remnants of his 
original unit which had been transferred to the 9th Battalion 
(Princess Victoria’s) Royal Irish Fusiliers. Initially a service 
battalion from County Armagh, the unit was retitled the 9th 
(North Irish Horse) Battalion, in recognition of source of 
most of its current members.

Private Gracey was issued a new service number of 41572, 
and soon found himself in the front lines as part of the 36th 
(Ulster) Division near Havrincourt, just southwest of 
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Cambrai. On 3 November the unit participated in a major 
trench raid, followed by time in billets at Ruyaulcourt whilst 
rotating in and out of the line.

Conditions were deteriorating as winter set in, and Private 
Gracey found life in the front lines particularly lively, as he 
was frequently subject to artillery, trench mortar and 
machine gun fire. On 23 November the Battalion attacked 
and secured the village of Moeuvres, driving off enemy 
counter attacks, but had to evacuate when support troops 
failed to arrive.

The unit then moved South of Arras into the trenches near 
Marcoing, participating in further raids and patrols, before 
having Christmas in billets. After a period of rest and 
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training, the Battalion returned to the front line at the end of 
January 1918, near Grand Seraucourt. For the next two 
months Gracey’s battalion was subject to shelling, night 
bombing from enemy aircraft and the occasional sniping, but 
overall this area of the front was considered quiet.

Then on 21/03/1918, in a surprise attack the full weight of 
the German Army fell on the defenders on this part of the 
line. This was the spring offensive which the enemy hoped 
would turn the War in their favour. Taking significant 
casualties, the 9th (North Irish Horse) Battalion of the Royal 
Irish Fusiliers fell back in a fighting withdraw over the next 
six days, constantly under fire and with little sleep.

Sadly, on 27 March, much of the battalion was surrounded 
and cut off, being overwhelmed by the enemy and forced to 
surrender when they ran out of ammunition. Fortunately, 
Private Gracey was one of 200 members of the unit who 
had been pulled back into a reserve position and were able 
to join a neighbouring brigade, from where they continued 
gallantly resisting the German attacks.

The German attack petered out after a week and Gracey’s 
unit was withdrawn to the Ypres front to recuperate, 
reinforce and retrain. The 9th (North Irish Horse) Battalion 
moved back into the line near Messines in mid-April where 
they again suffered high casualties from enemy artillery. 
They remained on the defence and conducted raids in the 
Ypres sector until the end of August 1918, broken only by 
periods in brigade and divisional reserve.

On 24 August, the Battalion launched a successful attack on 
enemy positions at Mont Noir, and would spend the rest of 
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the War pursuing the Germans who were withdrawing in the 
face of a sustained allied offensive all along the Western 
Front. A week later the now promoted Acting Lance Corporal 
Gracey, found himself in front of Hill 63 as his Battalion 
prepared to storm the enemy defences.

Launching at 0800 on 04/09/1918, the Battalion made good 
progress under the cover of an artillery barrage. Gracey’s 
section commander was wounded and so he took 
command, and led a charge on two enemy machine gun 
positions, killing most of the enemy. Unfortunately, the 
successful advance left their flanks unprotected and some 
companies had to withdraw in order to straighten the line.

The enemy responded with heavy machine gun and artillery 
barrages and a counter attack. Although wounded himself, 
Lance Corporal Gracey assisted the stretcher bearers in 
bringing in the wounded. The 29th Division on their right had 
managed to take Hill 63, and the following day the 9th 
(North Irish Horse) Battalion were relieved. 
In late September Gracey’s battalion was involved in severe 
fighting to capture Hill 41, and during mid-October advanced 
to the River Lys, forcing a crossing at Courtrai. With the 36th 
(Ulster) Division they continued to drive the enemy back 
until the end of the Month. The Armistice on 11 November 
1918 found the unit in billets in Mouscron.
Having survived the War, Gracey was promoted to Corporal 
and the London Gazette of 05/12/1918 confirmed the award 
of the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his actions in front of 
Hill 63. Second only to the Victoria Cross, the decoration 
recognises conspicuous gallantry in battle. He left the Army 
on 26/02/1919 and was posted to the reserve.
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James Gracey emigrated to New Zealand almost 
immediately after his release from the military. Volunteering 
for service with the New Zealand Police, he was sworn in as 
a Constable on 01/05/1920, with the number 2230 and 
posted to Wellington. In 1929 he passed his examination for 
the rank of Sergeant, and was subsequently promoted and 
awarded the New Zealand Police long service and good 
conduct medal in 1936.
Sergeant Gracey served in Napier and relieved at Wairoa in 
1941. He was then appointed the first sergeant-in-charge of 
the Upper Hutt station, and confirmed by the Public Service 
Commissioner as the Clerk and Bailiff of the Magistrate’s 
Court at Upper Hutt on 20 December 1941. He gained 
admiration after leading a murder investigation and for his 
policing of untrustworthy residents of the Rimutaka tunnel 
camp in the early 1950s.

A well-respected member of the Upper Hutt community, 
James Gracey passed away on 12/02/1954 after a brief 
illness. He was interred after a well-attended service at St 
John’s Anglican Church at Trentham. The epitaph, which 
was updated to include the passing of his wife in 1991, 
belies the man’s gallantry and dedication. Beyond the letters 
“D.C.M.” there is little to acknowledge his military service, 
nor his death while a serving member of the New Zealand 
Police.

TAYLOR-HUTCHINSON, Percy Frederick Charles

Sgt 11551, 108th Brigade Machine Gun Company, MGC. 
Born at Bristol in 1890, Percy was living at Willowholme 
Street, Belfast and employed as a Postman when he 
enlisted in 1915. He initially joined 5th (Extra Reserve) 
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Battalion Royal Irish Rifles, before being posted to 108th 
Bde Machine Gun Company in early 1916. He saw action at 
the Somme and was wounded by shrapnel in the shoulder 
and knee at the Battle of Messines, 07/06/1917. Recovered 
to rejoin the MGC. Demobilised on 12/02/1919 and resumed 
his occupation as a Postman. His service is commemorated 
on the Roll of Honour originally at Mountpottinger Salvation 
Army Hall, Belfast.

Every day is a Remembrance 
Day 

We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts - and 
please share with your friends

Information about individuals who served - please 
forward to remembrance ni at email below
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houstonmckelvey@mac.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically
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