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remembrance ni 



HMS Repulse pre-war

HMS Repulse and HMS Prince of Wales 
lost in defence of Singapore
12 men from Northern Ireland were amongst the 436 
who died when HMS Repulse was sunk as part of Force 
Z in the defence of Singapore on 10/12/1941. Others 
were to die whilst prisoners of war of Japan..
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In late 1941 Winston Churchill decided to send a small 
group of fast capital ships, along with one modern aircraft 
carrier to Singapore, to deter expected Japanese 
aggression. In November, Repulse which was in the Indian 
Ocean was ordered to Colombo, Ceylon to rendezvous with 
the new battleship HMS Prince of Wales. The carrier HMS 
Indomitable which was assigned to join them was delayed 
when run aground in the Caribbean. Prince of Wales and 
Repulse and their escorting destroyers comprised Force Z 
which arrived in Singapore on 02 December 1941. On the 
evening of 08 December Force Z departed for an attempt to 
destroy Japanese troop convoys and protect the army's 
seaward flanks from Japanese landings in their rear.

Force Z was spotted during the afternoon of 09 
December by the Japanese submarine I-65 and 
floatplanes from several Japanese cruisers spotted the 
British ships later that afternoon and shadowed them 
until dark. 

Admiral Sir Tom Phillips decided to cancel the operation as 
the Japanese were now alerted. Force Z turned back during 
the evening, after having tried to deceive the Japanese that 
they were heading to Singora. At 05:00 on 10 December 
Admiral Philips received a signal of enemy landings at 
Kuantan and correspondingly altered course so that he 
would arrive shortly after dawn.

The crew of Japanese submarine I-58 spotted Force Z at 
02:20, reported their position, and fired five torpedoes, all of 
which missed. Based on this report the Japanese launched 
11 reconnaissance aircraft before dawn to locate Force Z. 
Several hours later 86 bombers from the 22nd Air Flotilla 
based in Saigon were launched carrying
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bombs or torpedoes. The crew of a Mitsubishi G3M "Nell" 
reconnaissance bomber spotted the British at 10:15 and 
radioed in several reports. The pilot was ordered to maintain 
contact and to broadcast a directional signal that the other 
Japanese bombers could follow.

The first attack began at 11:13 when 551 lb (250 kilograms) 
bombs were dropped from eight G3Ms from an altitude of 
11,500 feet (3,505 m). The battlecruiser was straddled by 
two bombs, then hit by a third which penetrated through the 
hangar to explode on the armoured deck below. This 
inflicted a number of casualties and damaged the ship's 
Supermarine Walrus seaplane, which was then pushed over 
the side to remove a fire hazard.

Anti-aircraft fire damaged five of the Japanese bombers, two 
so badly that they immediately returned to Saigon. In the 
ensuing attacks, Repulse was skillfully handled by her 
captain, Bill Tennant who managed to avoid 19 torpedoes as 
well as the remaining bombs from the G3Ms. However, 
Repulse was then caught by a synchronised pincer attack 
by 17 Mitsubishi G4M torpedo bombers and hit by four or 
five torpedoes in rapid succession. The gunners on the 
Repulse shot down two planes and heavily damaged eight 
more, but the torpedo damage proved fatal. At 12:23 
Repulse listed severely to port and quickly capsized with the 
loss of 508 officers and men. The destroyers HMS Electra 
and HMAS Vampire rescued the survivors.

Repulse’s record - World War 1

HMS Repulse was a Renown-class battlecruiser built during 
WWI. She was laid down by John Brown, Clydebank, 
Scotland on 25 January 1915, launched on 08 January 1916 
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and completed on 18 August 1916, after the Battle of 
Jutland. She served with the Grand Fleet in the North Sea 
during the remaining two years of the First World War. 
Repulse relieved HMS Lion as flagship of the 1st 
Battlecruiser Squadron for the duration of the war.

Over the course of 1917 the Admiralty became more 
concerned about German efforts in the North Sea to sweep 
paths through the British-laid minefields intended to restrict 
the actions of the High Seas Fleet and German submarines. 
A preliminary raid on German minesweeping forces on 31 
October by light forces destroyed ten small ships and the 
Admiralty decided on a larger operation to destroy the 
minesweepers and their escorting light cruisers. Based on 
intelligence reports the Admiralty decided on 17 November 
1917 to allocate two light cruiser squadrons, the 1st Cruiser 
Squadron covered by the reinforced 1st BCS (less Renown) 
and, more distantly, the battleships of the 1st Battle 
Squadron to the operation.

The German ships, four light cruisers of II Scouting Force, 
eight destroyers, three divisions of minesweepers, eight 
Sperrbrechers (cork-filled trawlers, used to detonate mines 
without sinking) and two trawlers to mark the swept route, 
were spotted at 07:30, silhouetted by the rising sun. The 
light battlecruiser Courageous and the light cruiser Cardiff 
opened fire with their forward guns seven minutes later. The 
Germans responded by laying an effective smoke screen. 
The British continued in pursuit, but lost track of most of the 
smaller ships in the smoke and concentrated fire on the light 
cruisers as opportunity permitted. Repulse was detached 
not long after and raced forward at full speed to engage the 
enemy ships. She opened fire at about 09:00, scoring a 
single hit on the light cruiser SMS Königsberg during the 
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The altar cross in St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Singapore is 
a memorial to HMS Repulse and HMS Prince of Wales

battle. When the German battleships SMS Kaiser and SMS 
Kaiserin were spotted about 09:50 the British broke off their 
pursuit and Repulse covered their retreat, aided by a heavy 
fog that came down around 10:40. The ship fired a total of 
54 15-inch shells during the battle and scored one hit on the 
light cruiser SMS Königsberg that temporarily reduced her 
speed.

On 12 December 1917, Repulse was damaged in a collision 
with the battlecruiser HMAS Australia. The ship was present 
at the surrender of the High Seas Fleet at Scapa Flow on 21 
November 1918.

Repulse’s record - inter war years

Page 5



December 10

Repulse began a major refit at Portsmouth on 17 December 
1918 intended to drastically improve her armour protection. 
She was recommissioned on 01 January 1921 and joined 
the Battlecruiser Squadron of the Atlantic Fleet. In 
November 1923, Hood, accompanied by Repulse and a 
number of Danae-class cruisers of the 1st Light Cruiser 
Squadron, set out on a world cruise from west to east via 
the Panama Canal. They returned home ten months later in 
September 1924.

The Battlecruiser Squadron visited Lisbon in February 1925 
to participate in the Vasco da Gama celebrations before 
continuing on the Mediterranean for exercises. A squash 
court was added on the starboard side between the funnels 
for the Prince of Wales' tour of Africa and South America 
that lasted from March to October. Upon her return she was 
refitted from November 1925 to July 1926 and had a high-
angle control position (HACP) added to her fore-top.

After Repulse completed her 1926 refit she remained in 
commission, aside from a brief refit in July–September 
1927, with the Battlecruiser Squadron of the Atlantic Fleet 
until she was paid off in June 1932 prior to beginning her 
reconstruction in April 1933.

Repulse was assigned to the Mediterranean Fleet when she 
recommissioned in April 1936. She transported 500 
refugees from Valencia and Palma, Majorca to Marseilles, 
France in late 1936 after the start of the Spanish Civil War. 
The ship was present at the Coronation Fleet Review at 
Spithead on 20 May 1937 for George VI.

Repulse was sent to Haifa in July 1938 to maintain order 
during the Arab Revolt. She was selected to convey the 
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King and Queen during their May 1939 Canadian Tour and 
she was refitted between October 1938 and March 1939 for 
this role. The King and Queen ultimately traveled aboard the 
liner RMS Empress of Australia while Repulse escorting 
them on the first half of the journey.

Repulse’s record - World War 2

At the beginning of the Second World War Repulse was part 
of the Battlecruiser Squadron of the Home Fleet. She 
patrolled off the Norwegian coast and in the North Sea in 
search of German ships and to enforce the blockade for the 
first couple months of the war. In late October she was 
transferred to Halifax with the aircraft carrier HMS Furious to 
protect convoys and search for German raiders. Repulse 
and Furious sortied from Halifax on 23 November in search 
of the German battleship Scharnhorst after it had sunk the 
armed merchant cruiser HMS Rawalpindi, but the Repulse 
was damaged by heavy seas in a storm and was forced to 
return to port. Repulse escorted the convoy bringing most of 
the 1st Canadian Infantry Division to Britain 10–23 
December 1939 and was reassigned to the Home Fleet. In 
February 1940 she accompanied the aircraft carrier HMS 
Ark Royal on a fruitless search for six German blockade 
runners that had broken out of Vigo, Spain.

Repulse was assigned to support Allied operations during 
the Norwegian Campaign in April–June 1940. On 07 April, 
Repulse, along with the bulk of the Home Fleet, was 
ordered to sea to intercept what was thought to be another 
attempt to breakout into the North Atlantic. The ship was 
detached the following day to search for a German ship 
reported by the destroyer HMS Glowworm, but the destroyer 
had been sunk by the German cruiser Admiral Hipper before 
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Repulse arrived and she was ordered to rendezvous with 
her sister Renown south of the Lofoten Islands, off the 
Norwegian coast. On 12 April Repulse was ordered to return 
to Scapa Flow to refuel and she escorted a troop convoy 
upon her return. In early June the ship was sent to the North 
Atlantic to search for German raiders and played no part in 
the evacuation of Norway.

Accompanied by Renown and the 1st Cruiser Squadron, 
Repulse attempted to intercept the German battleship 
Gneisenau as it sailed from Trondheim to Germany in July. 
Until May 1941 the ship escorted convoys and 
unsuccessfully searched for German ships. On 22 May 
Repulse was diverted from escorting Convoy WS8B to 
assist in the search for the German battleship Bismarck, but 
she had to break off the search early on 25 May as she was 
running low on fuel. Repulse escorted a troop convoy 
around the Cape of Good Hope from August to October and 
was transferred to East Indies Command.

In late 1941 Winston Churchill decided to send a small 
group of fast capital ships, along with one modern aircraft 
carrier to Singapore, to deter expected Japanese 
aggression. In November, Repulse which was in the Indian 
Ocean was ordered to Colombo, Ceylon to rendezvous with 
the new battleship HMS Prince of Wales. The carrier HMS 
Indomitable which was assigned to join them was delayed 
when run aground in the Caribbean. Prince of Wales and 
Repulse and their escorting destroyers comprised Force Z 
which arrived in Singapore on 02 December 1941. On the 
evening of 08 December Force Z departed for an attempt to 
destroy Japanese troop convoys and protect the army's 
seaward flanks from Japanese landings in their rear.
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Force Z was spotted during the afternoon of 09 December 
by the Japanese submarine I-65 and floatplanes from 
several Japanese cruisers spotted the British ships later that 
afternoon and shadowed them until dark. Admiral Sir Tom 
Phillips decided to cancel the operation as the Japanese 
were now alerted. Force Z turned back during the evening, 
after having tried to deceive the Japanese that they were 
heading to Singora. At 05:00 on 10 December Admiral 
Philips received a signal of enemy landings at Kuantan and 
correspondingly altered course so that he would arrive 
shortly after dawn.

The crew of Japanese submarine I-58 spotted Force Z at 
02:20, reported their position, and fired five torpedoes, all of 
which missed. Based on this report the Japanese launched 
11 reconnaissance aircraft before dawn to locate Force Z. 
Several hours later 86 bombers from the 22nd Air Flotilla 
based in Saigon were launched carrying bombs or 
torpedoes. The crew of a Mitsubishi G3M "Nell" 
reconnaissance bomber spotted the British at 10:15 and 
radioed in several reports. The pilot was ordered to maintain 
contact and to broadcast a directional signal that the other 
Japanese bombers could follow.

The first attack began at 11:13 when 551 lb (250 kilograms) 
bombs were dropped from eight G3Ms from an altitude of 
11,500 feet (3,505 m). The battlecruiser was straddled by 
two bombs, then hit by a third which penetrated through the 
hangar to explode on the armoured deck below. This 
inflicted a number of casualties and damaged the ship's 
Supermarine Walrus seaplane, which was then pushed over 
the side to remove a fire hazard.
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Anti-aircraft fire damaged five of the Japanese bombers, two 
so badly that they immediately returned to Saigon. In the 
ensuing attacks, Repulse was skillfully handled by her 
captain, Bill Tennant who managed to avoid 19 torpedoes as 
well as the remaining bombs from the G3Ms. However, 
Repulse was then caught by a synchronised pincer attack 
by 17 Mitsubishi G4M torpedo bombers and hit by four or 
five torpedoes in rapid succession. The gunners on the 
Repulse shot down two planes and heavily damaged eight 
more, but the torpedo damage proved fatal. At 12:23 
Repulse listed severely to port and quickly capsized with the 
loss of 508 officers and men. The destroyers HMS Electra 
and HMAS Vampire rescued the survivors.

Petty Officer Thomas Burns - Derry 
survivor of HMS Repulse

RN. Petty Officer. There was a family history of service in 
the Forces particularly the Navy and Tom was greatly 
influenced by the photographs on display at home like those 
of the Titanic and the Lusitania. 

Will Kilpatrick was Tom’s good friend at school and was 
also the son of the principal but when Will moved on to 
Foyle College Tom had other plans in mind.

He had already decided to take the Royal Navy entrance 
exam, against his mother’s wishes, but even at age fifteen 
he realised that a Grammar School education would place a 
financial burden on his parents.
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When Tom went from Steelstown to Belfast to do the RN 
entrance exam he had never been out of Derry before 
except to travel to Fahan on the train for the Church 
excursions. 

In 1936, at the age of sixteen, Tom was called up and sent 
to the Sailor’s Rest in Liverpool. Tom’s next move was to the 
training school of HMS Ganges in Ipswich which he re-
called as ‘the tractor town’ taking with him the Bible which 
his mother gave him. 

Although Tom had played football for Springfield Rovers in 
Gallagher’s field he became more active in sport from then 
on. Tom re-counted how the trainees in HMS Ganges were 
subject to a very strict routine of early morning parade and 
hard work throughout the day. He attended night classes 
every night to learn algebra for the first time. He played 
cricket, hockey and boxed for the Navy as well as learning 
to swim. The swimming stood him in good stead in wartime. 
Tom came out top of the class in his exams but modestly 
attributed this to good teaching. 

From HMS Ganges he was posted to HMS Cornwall which 
sailed immediately to the Mediterranean on a training 
exercise. They called at Gibraltar on their way to Barcelona. 
This was at the time of the Spanish Civil War and the ship 
was diverted to evacuate some people to Las Palmas. An 
SOS call was received one night when Tom was on duty to 
inform them that a merchant ship was in trouble. There was 
a big storm blowing in the Gulf of Lyons and Tom’s ship lost 
portholes during the rescue.
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Tom recalls the unexpected pleasure of having an extra 
three days in port while the damage was repaired in his first 
sight of a foreign country. He marvelled at the wealth of the 
people in St Tropez travelling around in chauffeur driven 
limousines.

On his return to England Tom was drafted firstly to HMS 
Revenge and then to HMS Repulse which was to be his 
home for the next three years.

In 1939 the Repulse was commissioned to take King 
George and Queen Elizabeth to America with special cabins 
fitted out for them. However because of the worsening 
situation in Europe this trip was cancelled.

An alternative trip was arranged and Tom remembers then 
his ship having to escort the SS Queen Elizabeth to 
Canada.

HMS Repulse was then sent on what was to be a fateful 
mission to the Far East. Sailing round the Cape as they 
couldn’t go through the Suez Canal, Tom remembers calling 
at St Helena and taking photographs of where Napoleon 
was held captive.

They also called at Durban where General Smuts and his 
daughters came aboard to wish the ship’s company all the 
best going off to war with the Japanese.

On arrival in Singapore Tom was surprised to see the lights 
of the town still burning with open-air dances still going on 
even though the Japanese army was not far away.

One morning as the ship was sailing up the Malaysian 
Coast the alarm bells went off and Action Stations was 
sounded. Tom was ordered by his Chief to get on the aircraft 
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wavelength, Lee to the fleet wavelength office while Hill and 
Shaffer were sent to the second office where Tom would 
usually work.

Tom then described what happened next:

“I soon as I sat down and got on the radio the call came 
‘angels, angels’ which meant enemy aircraft. I was just 
calling to the Chief when BOOM the whole ship shook right 
through. I didn’t know until afterwards that the bomb had hit 
down at the second office where I should have been. Hill 
and Shaffer were killed.

I saw many boys being brought down with blood 
everywhere. Many were wounded and some half-dead. The 
Japs were machine-gunning them. They were taken below 
to be treated by Doctor Cavanagh from Derry. He also was 
killed. 

The skipper shouted to abandon ship and most of the boys 
who got away were in the water. Bob Lee and I were 
fortunate to get out onto B gun deck as a reinforced steel 
door had been left open. 

The ship was well down in the water as we jumped over the 
side and Bob hit his back as he went down. I never saw him 
after that but I know he was saved.

I swam around and eventually got on board a destroyer 
called the Electra. They had wire netting all around the side 
for us to climb up. All I had on was a pair of shorts, nothing 
else. Everybody else was the same.

I started helping others to come up and I saw Charlie Pease 
from Plymouth and got him aboard. I went to get him a wee 
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glass of rum that all the survivors were receiving but when I 
came back he was dead.

I lost many great pals. That ship’s company had been 
together for three years and it was just like a family”.

The survivors were eventually brought into Singapore to 
recover but there was no respite for Tom. He was 
immediately sent to a wireless station at the end of the 
island to relieve others who were being drafted home. Tom 
laughed when he recalled that these boys had been there 
for three years and never seen a bomb.

Tom and four others stayed there until the Japanese shelling 
drove them out. They made signals to Australia, Canada 
and London telling them they were closing down. They left 
carrying just a transmitter and a small generator.

But there was still no respite for Tom. They set up a radio 
station in the Governor’s bungalow to keep in touch. They 
dug trenches outside and had to dive into them when the 
Japanese bombs came down. They stayed there until a 
signal from Whitehall told them to leave.

HMS Scout then arrived to rescue them as the Japanese 
soldiers were down at the gate. The Captain told them if 
they wanted to get out alive to get aboard quickly as he 
wasn’t stopping. They jumped in and away they sailed to 
Java.

In Batavia a staff car was waiting for them to take them to 
General Wavell’s headquarters where they helped the 
telegraphists. Tom remembers boarding a ferryboat called 
the Kedda that had come in loaded with three hundred 
women and children evacuees from all depots.
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It was typical of Tom’s misfortune that on its journey to 
safety the Kedda broke down and had to be towed into 
Colombo by a cruiser. Tom had lost all his personal 
belongings when the Repulse went down including his Bible 
which his mother later replaced. 

There was no rest for Tom as the very next day he was sent 
to commission a wireless room in the Pankor for patrolling in 
the Persian Gulf. They patrolled for six months searching 
Arab dhows for weapons that were being smuggled into 
Afghanistan. 

Tom has no complaints or regrets though as he explains:

“I joined the Navy and I did my duty for my country. I was 
very fond of my country and still am”.

On passing his training course Tom was promoted to Petty 
Officer and began as an instructor in the college in Bombay. 
He met up with Lexie Moore from Derry who was later to 
work with him in Talbot House. Tom recalled that Lexie also 
taught him to play snooker in the Majestic Hotel.

During his time in the Navy Tom and Elaine had lived with 
her parents in Messines Park. On his return home Tom was 
surprised to find that his father had volunteered him to box 
in a charity show in the Guildhall.

Tom recalls that:

“I was boxing then as a light heavy weight. I was honoured 
to have Spider Kelly in my corner but even he couldn’t 
prevent my defeat. I had boxed previously in the Navy 
successfully winning the light heavy weight championship in 
Bombay”.
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Tom’s duties now were to transfer all equipment from Talbot 
House on the Rock Road to HMS Sea Eagle in the 
Waterside where he was setting up a new wireless station.

Tom laughed when he said that one of his main worries at 
that time was keeping the male operators from paying too 
much attention to all the Wrens working there. He didn’t 
want them neglecting their duties.

He is full of praise for his staff in Sea Eagle who wined and 
dined Elaine and him when he eventually left the service. 
Tom would recommend that anyone joining the services 
should join the Navy:

“It was a great life, great comradeship and a worthwhile 
career”.

During his time in Sea Eagle Tom was drafted twice to the 
Far East during the Korean War for a period of ten months 
and was now ready to settle down at home with Elaine.

Married Margery Elaine nee Struthers who pre-deceased 
him. Brother of Margaret, Billy, Herbert, George, Jim and 
Iris. A supporter of Waterside RBL Branch. Died aged 93, 
13/04/2013. Buried Altnaglven Cemetery. 
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On this Day - December 10 
1914

In Germany Von Falkenhayn supersedes von Moltke.

1939  
France bans sale of meat on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Fridays.

 
1940  
Sidi Barrani is surrounded. Italian troops from the camps at 
Sofafi and Rabia flee west as the 7th Armoured divisions 
thrust threaten to encircle them. 

1941

Karel Richter a German spy who parachuted into 
Hertfordshire is executed at Wandsworth Prison. 
British forces that had pushed into southern Thailand begin 
to fall back along with those from northern Malaya after the 

Japanese capture Kota Bharu airfield.  
Due to the RAF’s heavy losses, the British Battleships 
Prince of Wales and Repulse are attacked and sunk of the 
north eastern coast of Malaya by Japanese aircraft flying 
from occupied French Indo-China. 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Japanese troops land on and capture Guam. Japanese 
troops make landings on the northern tip of Luzon and the 
island of Camiguin in the Philippines. 

British enter Tobruk, Libya, relieving 242-day German siege. 
First US bombing mission of the war, as B-17s of the 19th 
Bomb Group attack Japanese ships off Luzon in the 
Philippines.

1942  
The first transport of Jews from Germany arrives at 
Auschwitz. 
Australian troops capture Gona and now control the whole 
of the Gona area in New Guinea.

1943  
Allied forces bomb Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria.

Franklin D. Roosevelt signs a bill that postpones a draft of 
pre-Pearl Harbor fathers.

In Italy, British Eighth Army takes Vino Ridge in drive for 
Ortona.

1944

The US Third Army captures Hagenau and Saargemand. 
Norwegian paratroopers cut rails to prevent German retreat 
from northern Norway.

On Leyte in the Philippines,U.S. 77th Infantry Division 
captures Ormoc, the main supply base, and clears Buri 
Airfield.

Japanese make their last seaborne reinforcement of Leyte.
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Roll of Honour - December 10  
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1915

+CARDY, James
Royal Irish Rifles, 6th Btn. Lance Corporal. 4/7078 Died 
10/12/1915. Age 29. Son of William and Jane Cardy, of 115, 
Mark St., Newtownards; husband of Isabel Montgomery 
(formerly Cardy), of Beck St., Conlig, Newtownards. Doiran 
Military Cemetery, Greece

+PHILEMY, Robert Alexander
Royal Irish Rifles, 10th Btn. Rifleman.10/19721. Died 
10/12/1915. Age 19. Son of John and Rosetta Philemy (nee 
McKee), of 3, Little Distillery Street, Grosvenor Road, 
Belfast. Mailly - Maillet Communal Cemetery Extension, 
France

1916
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+HALLIGAN, Robert
Royal Irish Fusiliers, 9th Btn. Private.10/19721. Died 
10/12/1916. Age 26. His brother Thomas died of wounds 
25/10/1918. Son of Robert and Jane Halligan, of Loughgall; 
husband of Mary E. Halligan, of Loughgall. Boulogne 
Eastern Cemetery, France

+HARVEY, J J
Army Service Corps, 36th (Ulster) Field Bakery. Serjeant. 
S4/127941. Died 10/12/1916 of illness contracted on active 
service. Age 38. Husband of Susan Harvey, of 35, 
Silvergrove St., Donegal Pass, Belfast. Ste.Marie Cemetery, 
Le Havre, France

+McCULLAGH, Arthur
RNVR. Leading Seaman. Clyde 3/2165. HMS President and 
SS Menapian. Washed overboard 10/12/16. Aged 24. Born 
30/11/1892 Bushmills. Son of Patrick McCullagh and Mary 
Jane Wilson, Bushmills. Named as McUlla on WM and navy 
records. Brother Alan killed France 24/12/1917. Uncle of 
Allan Lamont who served in WW2. Portsmouth Naval 
Memorial, Panel 24. Bushmills WM

1917

+COSGROVE, Samuel

Royal Engineers, Inland Water Transport. Sapper. 205063. 
Died 10/12/1917. Age 42. Born on 10/07/ 1875 at Castle 
Avenue, Portadown, County Armagh, he was one of at least 
six children of weaver and labourer William Cosgrove and 
his wife Rachel (nee Watson).
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He first worked as a barber, but on 05/10/1894 enlisted in 
the 1st Battalion, Royal Irish Rifles at Belfast (No.4398). He 
served in South Africa from 1897 to 1899, then in India, 
before returning to South Africa in February 1901 during the 
Boer War. On 04/10/1906 he was discharged on the 
conclusion of his twelve years' service.

On 30/01/1903 Cosgrove marrried Agnes Shaw at Trinity 
Church in Belfast. Over the next twelve years the couple 
had nine children. By the time of the 1911 Census he was 
living with his family at 7 Matchett Street, Shankill, and 
working as a labourer (or rivetter's mate) at the Harland & 
Wolff shipyard.

Cosgrove enlisted in the North Irish Horse at Belfast on 
27/08/1914 (No.1043). No doubt his previous military 
experience allowed the recruiters to overlook the fact that he 
was 39 years old. At the end of 1914 he embarked for 
England with D Squadron, where they waited orders for 
France. Before that could occur, however, Cosgrove fell ill. 
He was returned to Ireland where a medical board on 21 
June found he was suffering from valvular disease of the 
heart which "originated at Bedford in Dec. 1914. States that 
when riding he became very short of breath. He was 
exposed to all kinds of weather going from his billet to where 
the horses were kept. Complains of dizziness, of seeing 
black spots in front of eyes, and of being short of breath on 
exertion." On 09/07/1915 he was discharged from the 
service as no longer physically fit for military service, his 
military character recorded as 'fair'. He was awarded a 
military pension.
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On 23/09/1916 Cosgrove re-enlisted in the Inland Water 
Transport Corps of the Royal Engineers (No.205063), 
reporting for duty two weeks later at Sandwich. He failed, 
however, to mention his service with and discharge from the 
North Irish Horse. His illness persisted and he was unable to 
perform any of his duties. A medical report found that he 
"ought not to have been re-enlisted" and on 21/02/1917 he 
was once again discharged as being no longer fit for military 
service. His military character was recorded as ‘good'.

Cosgrove died of pulmonary tuberculosis and heart disease 
at his home in Harrison Street on 10/12/1917. He was 
buried in the Belfast City Cemetery. His wife Agnes and their 
eight children were awarded a pension. The following notice 
appeared in the Belfast Evening Telegraph:
"Military honours were accorded the funeral, which took 
place to the City Cemetery yesterday, of Samuel Cosgrove, 
Royal Engineers, formerly of the Royal Irish Rifles and the 
North Irish Horse. The deceased was invalided out of the 
service in February last, and had been in failing health since 
… He had a long and eventful record of Army service. In 
1894 he joined the 1st Royal Irish Rifles, and served with 
them 12 years, taking part in the arduous South African 
campaign for which he held medal and five bars. At the 
outbreak of the present war he joined up with the North Irish 
Horse in August, 1914, and had served almost a year when 
he was invalided out. His patriotism was such that when his 
health improved he once more entered the service, joining 
the Royal Engineers in September, 1916, and remaining in 
that corps until his discharge … last February. He was 40 
years of age, and by his death his widow and a family of 
eight, ages ranging from 12 years to a babe in arms, are 
deprived of a breadwinner. The remains, draped in the 
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Union Jack, were conveyed by gun carriage from the home 
to the cemetery, a band of the R.I.R.s and firing party 
attending. … After the interment the "Last Post" was 
sounded and a farewell volley fired … It may be mentioned 
that a brother of the deceased, Wm. Cosgrove, is serving at 
the front with the R.A.M.C." Husband of Agnes Cosgrove, of 
B

+PHILLIPS, Thomas
Royal Irish Rifles, 1st Garrison Btn. Rifleman. G/1187. Died 
10/12/1917. Aged 42. Larne. Cawnpore Cantonment New 
Cemetery, India

1918

+McKENNA, Hugh 
RAF, Eastern Mediterranean Group. Private 1st Class. 
231871. Died 10/12/1918. Aged 24. Son of James 
McKenna, of 17, Martin St., Belfast. Lancashire Landng 
Cemetery, Turkey (including Gallipoli)

+TAYLOR, David John

Canadian. Corporal. 2204280. Died 10/12/1918. Age 22.Son 
of Robert and Susan Taylor, Main St., Markethill. Harlebeke 
British Cemetery, Belgium

1941 
FORCE Z

Ships sunk by Japanese aircraft off the Malayan coast on 
10/12/1941
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HMS Prince of Wales

ATKINSON, Edward William
RN. Leading Torpedo Operator. In HMS Prince of Wales 
when it was sunk. Prior to joining Prince of Wales in 
December 1941, he had served as a machine gunner at a 
FAA aerodrome. He was picked up by a destroyer an hour 
after the sinking. He and another Derry sailor, Leading 
Seaman Kilgore, were part of the guard at the naval base in 
Singapore before it was captured. He received head and leg 
injuries and whilst aboard the ship taking him away from 
Singapore he had an attack of appendicitis and a 
consequent stay in a Columbo hospital. After recovering he 
served three months in an Australian naval ship before 
volunteering for submarine service. Third son of Mr. And 
Mrs. F Atkinson, Foyle Rd., Londonderry. Educated at 
Bennett St., Carlisle Rd., and First Derry PE schools. Prior 
to enrolling, he was employed by Messrs. Bigges, Foyle St. 
His two elder brothers served in the Royal Artillery and the 
Irish Fusiliers. (Derry Standard 31/03/1944).

+BOYD, David Wilson
RM. Marine. PLY/X10030. Force Z. A member of the Royal 
Marines detachment in the battleship HMS Prince of Wales 
which was sunk by Japanese aircraft off the Malayan coast 
on 10/12/1941 together with the battlecruiser HMS Repulse. 
Having survived that tragedy, Marine Boyd died 16/02/42 
during the battle for Singapore. Age 21. Listed as missing, 
presumed dead, during the evacuation of Singapore. 
Husband to Charlotte Boyd, Belfast. Plymouth Naval 
Memorial, Panel 102
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KILGORE, Andrew
In HMS Prince of Wales when it was torpedoed. Then to 
Singapore just before its fall. Served in tank landing craft. 
Son of Mr and Mrs JE Kilgore, Belview Ave., Londonderry. 
(Derry Standard 09/10/1942).

+KIRKPATRICK, David
RN. Leading Seaman. D/JX218782. HMS Prince of Wales. 
Died 10/12/1941. Age 26. Force Z. Son of David and Mary 
Kirkpatrick, Belfast. Husband to Margaret Kirkpatrick. 
Memorial Kranji War Cemetery, Singapore

+MAGAHY, Thomas John
RN. Petty Officer. D/JX 133634. HMS Prince of Wales. Age 
29. 13 years service. Son of Mr and Mrs R Magahy, 
Strandburn Parade, Sydenham, Belfast. Husband to B. M. 
Magahy, Lipson, Plymouth. Father of one child. (Belfast 
Weekly Telegraph 04/09/1942). Plymouth Naval memorial, 
Panel 45

McCALL, James A
RN. Telegraphist. Enlisted January 1940. HMS Prince of 
Wales. Malta. Aboard ship which took Winston Churchill to 
meet President Rooseveldt off Newfoundland. In Repulse - 
Scapa Flow to Ceylon and Singapore with four destroyers. 
In HMS Sultan on lead up to evacuation and fall of 
Singapore on Friday 13/02/1942. Then in HMS Kuala which 
was sunk by Japanese aircraft. 200 of 300 on board killed 
including women, children and nurses. Machine gun fire. 
Eventually became Japanese POW. One of 1,000 taken. 
Made to work on the notorious Burma ‘Death Railway’, 
where thousands of allied soldiers were starved and worked 
to death by the Japanese. The Thailand–Burma Railway 
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was a 415 kilometres (258 mile) railway between Bangkok, 
Thailand, and Rangoon, Burma (now Yangon, Myanmar), 
built by the Japanese Empire during World War II, to support 
its forces in the Burma campaign. Eventually brought to 
Saigon. From Mossley.

+McCLINTOCK, Robert

RN. Boy 1st Class, D/JX 180543. HMS Prince of Wales. Age 
27. Son of Charles and Sara McClintock, of Belfast. 
Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 49

McIVOR, Alan
Ordinary Seaman. 29451. in the November 1997 issue of 
the Desertmartin Parish News: ‘The Story Behind the Hymn’ 
featured Onward Christian Soldiers. Mrs Joan Hill from 
Carrickfergus, whose mother is Mrs R McIvor. Formerly from 
Ballynagowan Lane, Desertmartin has written to us with an 
interesting story, she writes, “My brother Alan McIvor was 
one of the crew of HMS Prince of Wales and well 
remembers that day in August 1941. He was there on the 
quarter-deck, standing right beside Churchill and Roosevelt. 
On that day, he and the rest of the crew little knew what was 
in store for them a few months later and that the hymn 
sheets they were singing from and worse, a large number of 
they themselves, would end up on the bottom of the South 
China Sea. On 10th December 1941 the Prince of Wales 
was torpedoed by the Japanese and sank a short time later 
with great loss of life.” Alan survived and kept faith with his 
shipmates who did not. In December 2006 he travelled to 
Liverpool to attend the yearly memorial service in the 
cathedral for those who went down with HMS Prince of 
Wales and HMS Repulse. He also laid a wreath at the 
Belfast Cenotaph on the anniversary of the battle of the 
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Somme in July 2006. The Royal Navy affords all the 
veterans of the sunken ships the honour of scattering their 
ashes over the site in the China Seas. On the 10th 
December 2007, the anniversary of the sinking of the ships, 
Alan’s ashes were scattered there. Alan was named after an 
uncle who was lost in World War I. Born Desertmartin 
14/06/1923. Died 29/07/2007. Buried Desertmartin Parish 
Church

MEGARRY, Samuel
RN. HMS Prince of Wales. Twin brother of William (see 
below). Son of Mr and Mrs A Megarry, Lisnoe House, 
Lisnoe, Lisburn

MEGARRY, William A
RN. Seaman. Reported missing. Nothing was heard of him 
for two and a half years when his parents received two 
postcards from him stating he was a prisoner of the 
Japanese, and that he was in the best of spirits and fit. He 
joined the navy as a boy when he was 15 along with his twin 
brother Samuel. They were in the Prince of Wales when she 
was sunk. Both were saved. William was taken to Singapore 
and his brother went to serve on a minesweeper. Another 
brother serving in the Irish Guards was in hospital in 
England recovering from wounds received in the 
Mediterranean theatre. William worked formerly in the GNR 
traffic manager’s office. He was born on July 12. Son of Mr 
and Mrs A Megarry, Lisnoe House, Lisnoe, Lisburn. (Belfast 
Weekly Telegraph 14/07/1944).

+MILLAR, James
RN. Boy 1st Class. D/JX 184634. Died 05/04/1942. Age17. 
HMS Cornwall. The Derry Standard 01/05/1942 reported 
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that he was a survivor of HMS Prince of Wales and was 
evacuated from Singapore. Son of Archibald and Annie E. 
Millar, Newmarket St., Coleraine. Plymouth Naval Memorial, 
Panel 67

+MILLAR, Robert Robinson
RN. Ordinary Seaman. D/JX 170164. Died 16/02/1942. 
Age:17. Force Z. HMS Prince of Wales. Presumed killed. 
Missing after the invasion of Singapore. Enlisted aged 16 
and assigned to Prince of Wales in 1941. The Prince of 
Wales was completed by Cammell Laird Shipbuilders of 
Birkenhead in the March of 1941 and whilst not fully 
operational was sent into action with the Bismarck in May. 
After battling with and causing damage to The Bismarck the 
PofW herself was damaged and sailed home for repairs, 
during the June and July of 1941. Once repairs were 
complete in the August the PofW conveyed Prime Minister 
Churchill and his staff to meet President Roosevelt off the 
coast of Newfoundland to sign the Atlantic Charter. Around 
the third week of September the PofW joined Force H in 
Malta on Operation Halberd before returning home. On 
October 25th the Prince of Wales left the Clyde with 
Repulse for Singapore via the Cape of Good Hope and 
arrived on the 2nd December. On the 10th December with 
Repulse she was sadly sunk following a torpedo attack by 
Japanese aircraft. Robert along with others who survived 
the sinking was taken to Singapore and assigned to HMS 
Sultan Naval Base. Then followed the Fall of Singapore to 
the Japanese. Singapore was the major British military base 
in South-East Asia and nicknamed the "Gibraltar of the 
East". The fighting in Singapore lasted from 8–15 February 
1942. Born Carrickfergus. Son of James and Agnes Millar, 
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Carrickfergus. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 101. 
Carrickfergus Town Hall plaque

+PORTER, Henry Wilson
RN.Telegraphist. D/EX155258. Died 10/12/1941. Age 19. 
HMS Prince of Wales. Brother of Petty Officer Telegraphist 
William John Porter who died in HMS Warwick on Died 
20/02/1944. Brother of Jack who died in HMS Warwick. Son 
of William and Arabella Porter, Annalong. (Belfast Weekly 
Telegraph 31/03/1944). Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 50, 
Newcastle WM

+RANKIN, Albert
RN. Stoker 2nd Class. D/KX 126888. HMS Prince of Wales 
Died 10/12/1941. Age 26 years old. Son of Mr. and Mrs. F. 
Rankin, of Londonderry. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Devon. 
St Columb’s Cathedral, Londonderry.

+SMITH, Samuel
RN. Able Seaman. D/JX 198146. HMS Prince of Wales. 
Died 10/12/1941. Age 21. Son of Hamilton and Margaret 
Smith, Newtownards. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 48

+STEWART, William
RN. Stoker 2nd Class. D/KX 126893. HMS Prince of Wales. 
Died 10/12/1941. Age 35. Previously employed by Belfast 
Corporation. Son of Andrew and Annie Stewart, Belfast; 
husband of Jane Stewart, Foyle St., Oldpark Rd., Belfast. 
Father of five young children. (Belfast Weekly Telegraph 
05/061942). Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 54

+SUGDEN, Horace Thomas John 
RN. Stoker 1st Class. D/KX 83968. HMS Prince of Wales. 
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Died 10/12/1941. Age 28. Son of Robert and Lily Sugden; 
husband of Margaret E. Sugden, Londonderry. Plymouth 
Naval Memorial, Panel 53

USHER, William  
RN. AB. MiD for distinguished services in HMS Prince of 
Wales in the battle with the Bismarck. He had survived three 
sinkings when ships he was serving in were torpedoed. 
Served off Malaysia, India and Middle East. Took part in 
Dunkirk evacuation. Local community presentation on 
Central Pier, Bangor. Son of Mr and Mrs. William Usher, 
Victoria Rd., Bangor. A brother in law Frank Douthart, from 
Ballycastle, also served in the RN.

HMS REPULSE

+BELL, James
RN. Able Seaman. SSX32827 . HMS Repulse. Reported 
missing, presumed killed, 16/02/1942, evacuation of 
Singapore. Son of John and Helen  Bell, 171 Mill Street, 
Hilden, Antrim. Family notices in the  Lisburn Herald 
 17/02/1951, Roll of Honour and 16/02/1952 in Memoriam. 
Plymouth War Memorial, Panel  101, Column 1. Lisburn WM

BURNS, Thomas    
Petty Officer. In HMS Repulse when it was sunk together 
with HMS Prince of Wales 10/12/1941. He was up the mast 
sending out the message that the ship was sinking. On his 
way home after the sinking he encountered another 
Londonderry sailor in Bombay. Alexander (Lexie) Moore was 
on his way to Burma. He later played soccer for Belfast 
Celtic and Derry City. Married Margery Elaine nee Struthers 
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who pre-deceased him. Brother of Margaret, Billy, Herbert, 
George, Jim and Iris. A supporter of Waterside RBL Branch. 
Died aged 93, 13/04/2013. Buried Altnaglven Cemetery. 
Report in Londonderry Sentinel 18/05/2013.

+CAVANAGH, William
RNVR.Surgeon Lieutenant. Died while tending wounded on 
HMS Repulse. According to Tommy Burns, the doctor 
refused to leave his patients. William Cavanagh was born in 
Drumaweir, Greencastle, Co. Donegal, and trained at TCD. 
His brother was a GP in Londonderry and the family was 
well-known in the city. Plymouth Memorial. Maritime 
Memorial, Greencastle.

+CLARK, James
RM. Marine. PLY/X 3138. Died 10/12/1941. HMS Repulse. 
436 men died during, or directly as a result of the sinking, 
following attacks by Japanese aircraft off Kuantan, Malaya. 
Part of Force Z. Son of Robert and Mary Clarke, Larne. 
Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 59, Column 2

+DUFFIN, Patrick
RN. Petty Officer Stoker. D/KX 77364. Date of Death: 
10/12/1941. Age:38. HMS Repulse. 436 men died during, or 
directly as a result of the sinking, following attacks by 
Japanese aircraft off Kuantan, Malaya. Part of Force Z. Son 
of Richard and Annie Duffin, Ballycastle. Plymouth Naval 
Memorial, Panel 51

+DUNCAN, Samuel George
RM. Marine, PLY/X3717, Royal Marines. Died 19/07/1943 
as a Prisoner of War at Konue Camp. HMS Repulse. He 
survived her sinking by Japanese war planes dropping 
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torpedo’s on 10/12/1941. Although he was rescued, Marine 
Duncan was subsequently taken prisoner and died as a 
prisoner of war at Konue Camp. Son of Samuel and Lucy 
Duncan, Soarn Cottage, Stewartstown. Kanchanaburi War 
Cemetery, Thailand.

+GIRVAN, Edward John
RN. Stoker 1st Class. D/KX 93500. Date of Death: 
10/12/1941. Age: 23. HMS Repulse. Died when it was 
attacked by Japanese aircraft off Kuantan, Malaya and sunk 
on its way to Singapore. 436 men died during, or directly as 
a result of the sinking. Part of Force Z. Son of Samuel and 
Hessie Girvan, Ballynure, Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 
47

+GORDON, Reginald
RN. Able Seaman. D/JX 206089. Date of Death:10/12/1941. 
Age:19. HMS Repulse. 436 men died during, or directly as a 
result of the sinking, following attacks by Japanese aircraft 
off Kuantan, Malaya. Part of Force Z. Father was serving in 
the army. Son of Thomas and Katie Gordon, Carnmoney. 
Brother of Jean Gordon McClean. Plymouth Naval 
Memorial, Panel 47. RN. Carnmoney Parish Church WM

+HALL, Albert
RN. Boy 1st Class. D/JX 171073. Date of Death: 
10/12/1941. Age:17. HMS Repulse. 436 men died during, or 
directly as a result of the sinking, following attacks by 
Japanese aircraft off Kuantan, Malaya. Part of Force Z. Son 
of Thomas and Agnes Hall, Belfast. Plymouth Naval 
Memorial, Panel 49
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JARDINE, Gordon
RN. Gunner. HMS Repulse. Survived sinking. Served 1939 - 
1964. Son of Albert and Mary-Jane, Ballydown, Banbridge. 
Born 06/01/1924. After service he became caretaker of 
Abercorn Primay School. Member of Banbridge RBL. 
Resided at Riley St., Banbridge. Died aged 91. He was 
survived by daughters Janet Toman and Linda Finnigan, 
nine grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren, plus 
brothers Isaac and Jim, and sisters Nora and Vivian. His 
wife Margaret predeceased him. Buried Ballydown 
Presbyterian Churchyard.

+HARRISON, Samuel Kane
RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 26055. Date of 
Death:10/12/1941. Age:20. HMS Repulse. 436 men died 
during, or directly as a result of the sinking, following attacks 
by Japanese aircraft off Kuantan, Malaya. Part of Force Z. 
Son of Henry and Dora Harrison, Belfast. Plymouth Naval 
Memorial, Panel 47

+KERR, Hugh
RN. AB. D/JX 184760. Date of Death: 10/12/1941. Age 23. 
HMS Repulse. Son of Gordon and Sarah Kerr, Belfast. 
Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 47, Column 3

+McSTRAVICK, Patrick John
RN. Leading Seaman. D/JX 150233.Date of Death: 
10/12/1941. Age 21. H.M.S. Repulse. Son of Henry and 
Mary McStravick, Belfast. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 
46, Column 1.
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+MEGAHEY, Joseph
RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 25810. Date of Death: 
10/12/1941. Age: 21. H.M.S. Repulse. Son of Mrs. M. 
Megahey, Belfast. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 47

NEVIN, Ernest Lawrence
RN.J99864. Born Belfast, 24/04/1903. Was a shirt cutter by 
trade before enlisting as a Boy Seaman , 
24/04/1921. Served in battle cruiser HMS Tiger in 1921; 
 HMS Hood in 1925 and aboard light cruiser HMS Capetown 
in 1927.  Battleship HMS Rodney in 1930; heavy cruiser 
Dorsetshire 1933; Londonderry 1933; battleship HMS 
Revenge 1938; joined Repulse 1939 until her sinking.  He 
served at shore establishments until 1944.  the last recorded 
is HMS Defiance. Interwar record ADM 188/846/99864. 
1930 to 1944 record ADM/363/396/117.

+ROBINSON, James
RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 27465. H.M.S. Repulse. Died 
10/12 /1941 . Age:30.He had four years’ service. Two of his 
brothers in law were serving in Far East. Son of John and 
M. Robinson, Halliday’s Rd., Belfast and formerly of Collier 
St. (Belfast Weekly Telegraph 02/10/1942). Plymouth Naval 
Memorial, Panel 48

+SMITH, William
RN. Petty Officer, D/JX 151875. Died 29/12/1941. Aged 28. 
HMS Repulse. Husband to Mary Smith, Bushmills. Son of 
Alexander and Sarah Smith, Bushmills. Kranji War 
Cemetery, Singapore.
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+WILLIAMSON, George Alexander
RN. Leading Stoker. D/KX 94611. Date of Death: 
10/12/1941. Age: 22. HMS Repulse. Son of George and 
Annie Williamson, Carnmoney. Plymouth Naval Memorial, 
Panel 52. Church of the Evangelists, Carnmoney WM

1941

+PORTER, Henry Wilson
RN.Telegraphist. D/EX155258. Died 10/12/1941. Age 19. 
Son of William and Arabella Porter, Annalong. Plymouth 
Naval Memorial, Panel 50. Newcastle WM

1942

+HALLIDAY, William Erick
RAFVR. Sergeant. 1126208. Died 10/12/1942. Aged 25. He 
was an Observer on board Vickers Wellington DF736 DD-L 
flying with No. 22 Operational Training Unit. The plane 
crashed in turbulent conditions near RAF Wellesbourne 
Mountford, Warwickshire. Son of William and Evelyn 
Halliday, of Knock, Belfast. Dundonald Cemetery</p>

1943

+HUTCHINSON, Hugh
RN. Able Seaman. D/J 83090. Died 10/09/1943. Age: 42. 
HMS Abdiel. On 10/09/1943 Abdiel, a fast minelayer, was in 
the Mare Grande at Taranto harbour in southern Italy where 
it had arrived as part of Force Z the previous day. Its task 
was to disembark soldiers of the British 1st Airborne Division 
but at 1215 hrs, a mine exploded under the ship. Such was 
the violence of the explosion that Abdiel broke its back and 
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sank within two minutes. The dead included forty-eight of 
the crew and 120 soldiers. Son of William and Hannah 
Hutchinson, Belfast; husband to Gertrude Hutchinson, 
Belfast. Bari War Cemetery

1944

+CAMPBELL, Archibald Norman
RAFVR. Flight Lieutenant. 156465. 575 Sqdn. Died 
10/12/1944. Aged 26. MB, BCh, BAO 1942 QUB. Son of 
Archibald and Anna B. Campbell, of Limavady; husband of 
Margaret C. Campbell. Drumachose Presbyterian 
Churchyard, Limavady. QUB RH
1946

+ELLIOTT, George Ernest
RN. Leading Stoker. D/KX 81795. Died on 10/12/1946, aged 
33. Son of Matthew and Mary Elliott of Belfast; Husband to 
Margaret Elliott of Belfast. Dundonald Cemetery

VETERAN

ARBUCKLE, Jim  
Survived the sinking of HMS Repulse. Married Margery 
Elaine nee Struthers who pre-deceased him. Brother of 
Margaret, Billy, Herbert, George, Jim and Iris. A supporter of 
Waterside RBL Branch. Died aged 93, 13/04/2013. Funeral 
to Altnaglven Cemetery See article above.

BRYSON, Samuel

M16691. HMS Colossus, Jutland. Enrolled 20/11/1915 for 
hostilities. Served in Vernon, Victory II, Colossus 
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(12/12/1915 - 01/02/1918). Served to 10/12/1918. Born 
Larne 22/01/1894. ADM 188/1051/16691

•

Every day is a Remembrance 
Day 

We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts - and 
please share with your friends

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.
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To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
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