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Belfast tourist attraction was a wartime 
troop ship 
The SS Nomadic is now one of Belfast's most important 
tourist attractions, but this photograph shows her in a 
very different role - being used as a troop ship in June 
1940 during the evacuation of Cherbourg. 

Later the Nomadic was used as a floating restaurant 
moored on the banks of the Siene in Paris, before being 
brought back to Belfast to be fully refurbished as the only 
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remaining White Star Line vessel afloat today, having been 
launched at Harland & Wolff on 25 April 1911, just a month 
before RMS Titanic.

A Famous Inniskilling Drum
Derryman’s interesting story - from the Londonderry 
Sentinel, Saturday, August 27, 1932

The strange and romantic adventures of the famous drum of 
the 2nd Battalion of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers during the 
Great War, mentioned by Captain J. H. R. Yardley, D.S.O., 
M.C., in an article in last evening’s ‘Belfast Telegraph’ on 
memories of the Battle of Le Cateau, August 26th, 1914, 
has a feature which will be of much local interest, in that the 
drummer who last played the drum, and who handed it over 
to a Frenchwoman at Le Cateau, was a Derryman, 
Drummer S. Kydd, now of Fountain Street, who himself 
survived some marvellous and unparallelled experienced as 
a British Tommy in hiding behind the German lines.

Drummer Kydd, who was only a lad of 16 when the Battle of 
Le Cateau took place eighteen years ago yesterday, had a 
remarkable story to tell a ‘Sentinel’ representative who 
visited him at the Sailors’ Rest, where he spends his 
evenings, being now a seaman at present out of regular 
employment.

Drummer Kydd, it may be mentioned, joined the 2nd 
Battalion of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers in 1911, and at 
the outbreak of the Great War he was serving as an 
ammunition-carrier.
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In conversation 
with our 
representative, 
Drummer Kydd 
said as soon as he 
read the article by 
Captain Yardley he 
knew immediately 
that the drum 
referred to was the 
one which he had 
handed over to a 
Frenchwoman on 
the Retreat from 
Mons eighteen 
years ago that day. 
He was able to 
recall the 
happenings of that 
memorable day at 
Le Cateau, when 
as a mule 
ammunition-carrier 
he found that 
things were rather 
awkward for him 
with both the 
ammunition and 
the drum to attend to on an occasion like then. Coming 
along the road outside the village of Esnes he saw a country 
woman standing beside a barn, and on the spur of the 
moment he decided to hand the drum over to her, and so 
ease matters. Of course, young Kydd, could not explain 

Page 3



August 27

things, but the good woman, who was one of a number of 
excited country people wondering what was going to 
happen them, took the drum.

‘At the time,’ said Drummer Kydd, ‘I thought she would throw 
it aside or burn it. I did not know what she would do with it. I 
never thought then that she would have kept it so faithfully. 
It must have been, indeed, a secret hiding-place where she 
kept it, as the Germans were continually on the look out for 
anything of the sort.’

The Germans were in possession afterwards, but the 
Frenchwoman kept the drum safely concealed, probably 
having buried it.

The drum was handed over to a Canadian regiment, who 
took over the village and collected all the belongings of 
British regiments. The Frenchwoman at once delivered up 
the drum, which was given back to the 2nd Inniskillings, who 
treasured it for its romantic associations, and when the 
battalion was disbanded in 1924 the drum was handed over 
to the Museum of the Royal United Services Institution at 
Whitehall.

It is interesting to know that Drummer Kydd’s name was 
inscribed on the skin of the drum, which, after its restoration 
to the battalion, was stored up with the plate and silver of 
the battalion.

Drummer Kydd was later reported killed. He had been in 
hiding for three years in St Quentin as an escaped prisoner, 
and was later sentenced to be shot as a spy, but was 
reprieved, being an Irishman, and was released in January 
1919, from a German prison, rejoining his battalion later. For 
some years past he has been a seaman.
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On this day - August 27 

1939

Hitler ramps up the war rhetoric. "Danzig & the Polish 
Corridor must return to Germany," he declares.

Britain and France try to persuade Poland to negotiate with 
Germany, but she refuses.
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1940 

Raids continue on London, Midlands, Southwest England 
and Wales.
Armed merchant-cruiser Dunvegan Castle sunk by U46 off 
Ireland.
President Roosevelt authorizes call into service of Army 
Reserve and National Guard for 12 months.

1941 

British government takes over railways for the duration of 
the war, paying £43m per annum in compensation to private 
operators.
Army Group North captures Tallinn, the capital of Estonia.
The Iranian government under Ali Furughi orders a cease-
fire.
The Prime Minister of Japan, Fumimaro Konoye, issues an 
invitation for a meeting with President Roosevelt.
American volunteer William Dunn with RAF No. 71 
Squadron becomes first US ace.

1942 

The Red Army launches counterattacks from the Leningrad 
pocket against Schluesselburg and the Volkhov front, while 
the Red Army’s offensive on the Moscow front continues. 
Zhukov is appointed Stalin’s First Deputy Commissar for 
defense.

1943
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McCOMB, Malcolm Patrick, RN. AB. Reported missing after 
the fall of Singapore. Confirmed as a Japanese prisoner of 
war. Son of Mr and Mrs Hugh McComb, Alfred St., 
Ballymena. (Belfast Weekly Telegraph 27/08/1943). Note - 
Malcolm survived the war but died on 01/12/1947. His 
CWGC grave is in Kilbride New Cemetery, Co. Antrim

Brenden Bracken, the British Minister of Information, makes 
the first ministerial statement on Hess since May 1941 and 
says ‘Hess came to find British Quislings to overthrow 
Churchill’, ‘a Nazi of very low mentality’ who ‘babbled like an 
excited schoolboy’.

1944 

The Canadians cross the Seine around Rouen. The 
remaining 1,800 Germans at Toulon surrender as the 
French claim a total of 17,000 captured for just 2,700 
French casualties.
The British 8th Army renews its offensive North on Italy’s 
eastern coast. Slowed by rain and mud, the British attack 
toward the Gothic Line at Pesaro, just north of the Foglia 
river.
Russians take Galati in eastern Romania.
The RAF pounds the Ruhr oil refineries, their first large-
scale daylight action over Germany. More than
1,000 U.S. B-17s and B-24s attack airdromes at Anklam, 
Grossenbrode, Neubrandenburg and Parow, Luftwaffe 
experimental facilities at Peenemunde and Rechlin, aircraft 
components factories at Lubeck, Rostock, Schwerin, and 
Wismar, an oil-industry target at Politz and several targets of 
opportunity in Germany. 18 heavy bombers are lost.

Page 7



August 27

The last Chindits are evacuated from behind Japanese lines 
in Burma.

1945 

One of the greatest international armadas ever assembled, 
enters the Bay of Sagami, Tokyo.
B-29 Superfortress bombers begin to drop supplies into 
Allied prisoner of war camps in China.

Roll of Honour - August 27 

Representing their comrades who died on this day

1914

+MAGEE, Joseph 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers, 2nd Btn. Private.10316. Died 
27/08/1914. He was born in Randalstown. La Ferte-Sous-
Jouarre Memorial, France
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Tyne Cot cemetery and memorial in Belgium, where 
Randalstown man, Francis O’Kane, is named. See 1917

1+McSHANE, Robert 
Royal Irish Fusiliers, 1st Btn. Private. 8751. Died 
27/08/1914. Born in Dungannon. Enlisted in Armagh. Esnes 
Communal Cemetery, Cambrai, Nord, France. Dungannon 
WM, Brantry C of I RH

+NEILL, George  
Royal Irish Fusiliers, 1st Btn. A Coy. Private 10772. Died
27/08/1914. Aged 20. Son of George and Mary Jane Neill, 
of Portadown. Honnechy British Cemetery, Nord, France

+SMYTH, James 
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Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 2nd Btn. Private. 7641. Died 
26/08/1914. Age 37. Son of James and Barbara Smyth, of 
68, Louisa St., Belfast. Lesdain Churchyard, France

1917

+O'KANE, Francis  
Seaforth Highlanders, 8th Btn. Private. S/3488.Died 
27/08/1917. He was a native of Randalstown. Tyne Cot 
Memorial. West-Vlaanderlen, Belgium

1918

+MAGUIRE, Daniel Joseph 

Canadian Infantry, 22nd Btn. C Coy. Private. 3155269. Died 
27/08/1918. Age 25. Son of John Maguire, of 8, Lucknow 
St., Belfast, Ireland, and the late Mary McCorry Maguire. 
Quebec Cemetery, Cherisy, France

1920  
+DAVIS, Joy  
Royal Army Service Corps. RSM. Died 27/08/1920. Born in 
Belfast about 1884. He attended Drumglass National 
School. He joined the army but his term of enlistment 
ceased before WW1. He was husband to Ciceley. They had 
two children and lived in Belfast. He died of wounds 
received in the war and was interred in Sydney Memorial, 
Rookwood, Sydney, Australia. Dungannon WM.

1941

+HUNTER, Stanley Seymour  
Royal Artillery.11 Battery, 3 Searchlight Regiment. Sergeant. 
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The Dido Valley Naval Cemetery, Simon's Town, which 
is maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission South Africa.

1468569. Died 27/09/1941, aged 27. Son of Moses and 
Mary Hunter of Lisburn. Blaris Old Burial Ground

+MENARY, Henry  
RAFVR. Flight Sergeant (Pilot). 748613. D F M. Died 
27/08/1941. 22 Sqdn. Old Churchyard Cemetery, Isles of 
Scilly. 502 (Ulster) Squadron WM, St Anne’s Cathedral, 
Belfast

1943

+STIMPSON, Cornelius Charles  
Hong Kong Volunteer Defence Corps. Corporal. 3075. Died 
27/08/1943 as a Japanese prisoner of war. Born in England. 
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Son of Charles and Sarah Stimpson. By 1911 the family was 
living in Magherafelt. Cornelius was husband to Margaret 
Isobel Stimpson. He served with the Hong Kong Volunteer 
Defence Corps and was taken prisoner at Christmas 1941. 
Stanley Military Cemetery, Stanley, Hong Kong. Rainey 
Endowed School RH

1944

+BELL, James  
RAFVR. Sergeant. 1796420. Died 27/08/1944. Aged 20. 97 
Sqdn. Son of John and Kathleen Bell, of Doagh, Co. Antrim. 
Runnymeade Memorial, Panel 224

+EDGINGTON, Wilfred John 

Worcestershire Regiment, 1st Btn. Private. 6203386. Died 
27/08/1944. Age 23. Son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Edgington; 
husband of Marcia Margarita Edgington, of Strabane. 
Vernon (Vernonnet) Communal Cemetery, France

+McDOWELL, Charles

Royal Engineers, 1049 Port Operating Company. Sapper. 
2199774. Died 27/08/1944. Son of Charles and Sarah Jane 
McDowell, of Londonderry and husband to Sarah McDowell, 
of Londonderry. Bayeux Cemetery, Normandy.

+RUSH, Patrick Joseph 
Wiltshire Regiment, 2nd Btn. Lance Corporal. 5569722, 
Died 27/08/1944. Son of Alice Rush. Coalisland Roman 
Catholic Cemetery, Brackaville, Dungannon WM

VETERANS
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CRAIG, David Donald 
RN. Surgeon - Commander (D). RN 1933. Campbell 
College. TCD BA 1928. BDentSc 1929. TCD Pink 1st VIII. 
Born 27/08/1906. Son of David Craig, Queen St., 
Londonderry.

HIGGINSON, Harold James  
RNVR. Lieutenant - Commander. Born 27/08/1911. Son of 
J. Higginson, Adelaide Park, Belfast. Died 08/1974.  
Campbell College 2094

JOHNSTON, Robert Alexander 
RAMC. Captain. Served WW1. QCB. RCSI. LLM 1900, 
RCPI, RCSI. Born 1868. Son of Francis Johnston, 
Ballykinlar. Husband to Nellie. Died 27/08/1960

KEEGAN, Richard

Richard Keegan served with 2nd Battalion Royal Ulster 
Rifles during World War Two.

Keegan was born in Lisnaskea, Co. Fermanagh but spent 
all his adult life in Lurgan, Co. Armagh. He had moved 
throughout the province as a child as his police officer father 
was posted from station to station.

When war broke out in September 1939, he was sixteen 
years old. He took “a wee notion” to join the army only to be 
rebuked by his father. Keegan Senior, a sergeant in the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary, insisted they would refuse him 
for being too young. Undeterred, Richard applied two years 
later, aged 18, in 1941 and enlisted with the Royal Ulster 
Rifles.
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He was first stationed at the Low Camp at St Patrick’s 
Barracks, Ballymena, Co. Antrim. After a rigorous six-week 
induction, he transferred to Palace Barracks and joined the 
70th Battalion of The Rifles.

The 70th Battalion took part in limited active service 
during the  [Belfast Blitz](https://wartimeni.com/article/
belfast-blitz-the-easter-raid/) . Superiors took the decision to 
disband the battalion in late 1942. Richard along with others 
such as Billy Moore joined the 2nd Battalion and training 
began in earnest.

Preparing for D-Day

During the following year, physical fitness and discipline 
were training priorities. They rehearsed sea landings, 
assault courses and undertook mountaineering and 
ammunition training. As well as the physical aspect, the men 
were also prepared mentally for the situation in Europe and 
the effects of battle.

The men of the Royal Ulster Rifles were aware they were 
part of something big but rumours in April 1944 indicated 
they were bound for North Africa. By May, they were on their 
way to Droxford, Hampshire to join up with around two and 
a half million other men assembling for Operation Overlord.

Even at Droxford, the men were unaware of their final 
mission. At one stage, Keegan found himself in a tent with 
the setup laid out showing part of a European coastline. 
Richard knew it would be France or Spain but that was the 
most information he or his comrades had.

Page 14



August 27

The Rifles Are Here

Richard Keegan took part in the D-Day Landings  on 
06/06/1944 dodging machine-gun fire on Sword Beach. 
Along with comrades in D Company, 18th Platoon, he began 
the Normandy campaign.

They had been aboard their landing craft on 3rd June 
ready to invade but the well documented bad weather put 
paid to plans. Richard recalled the palpable tension, the 
fired-up atmosphere and the fear on board as they crossed 
the channel.

The Royal Ulster Rifles disembarked on Sword Beach 
loaded down with equipment, ammunition, radios and a 
bicycle. Larger men like Richard helped keep the smaller 
men above the swelling water that soaked them all through.

German machine-gun fire rained down on the beachhead 
as they made their way up the sand. Engineers and 
commandos had cleared the path of mines going ahead of 
the landing troops. At the top of the promenade, Richard 
came upon a row of fishermen’s houses.

Following their commander, Keegan and his men worked 
through narrow streets to an assembly point code-named 
The Orchard. From there, the next stop was The Farm, a 
rural house secluded by trees several miles inland. They 
dug in there for the night knowing their beachhead was 
more or less secured.
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The Royal Ulster Rifles’ codename for Caen was 
“Belfast”

A commanding officer had assured Richard Keegan that 
he would be in Belfast by the time the sun set on D-Day. 
Estimates suggested the men on Sword and Juno beaches 
would take Caen by the end of the first day. Circumstances 
and conditions on the day meant that most were several 
miles off.

The Battle at Cambes Wood

At dawn on 07/06/1944, his platoon fought towards 
Cambes Wood taking shelter in cornfields. It was at Cambes 
where Keegan saw his friend Jimmy Pedlaw, with whom he 
enlisted, taken down by German shrapnel. Pedlaw had left 
his trench to have a smoke and caught shrapnel in the neck. 
Keegan was amongst those who thought Pedlaw was dead 
but he would recover and rejoin the battalion. Snipers and 
shrapnel from shells caused most of the injuries to Keegan’s 
battalion.

Such incidents did not hold up D Company. Richard and a 
few other men cycled to the outskirts of the woods, dumping 
their bikes before venturing into the cornfields. Rifleman 
Keegan was platoon runner and a wireless operator. With 
equipment soaked in the landings, his wireless was useless 
and it was left next to a water tower along with the army 
issue bike.

Pinned down in Cambes
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All the while, German shells continued to rain down. As 
machine guns fired up the middle of roads Keegan and the 
men shelteredin ditches. Anti-personnel mines hung from 
trees and other mines dotted the roads and fields. The 
action ended when the German bombardment killed 
commanding officer Major John Aldworth. He had been 
leading his men from the front.

Richard Keegan’s platoon officer asked him to inform 
Captain Montgomery of Aldworth’s death. The platoon were 
pinned down and the only option was to pull back.

Keegan made two trips through Cambes Wood to relay 
the message and response. The Rifles decided to pull back 
to Anisy and naively to leave their injured to the care of the 
German forces.

Patrols were sent forth on the 8th June and the following 
day, A Company under the command of Stanley reached 
Cambes. There, they found all the wounded men of B 
Company had been shot in the head by German troops.

On 09/06/1944, the Royal Ulster Rifles came under attack 
again at Cambes Wood. Only 150 yards from the edge of 
the woods, heavy shelling pinned The Rifles back again. An 
88mm shell landed near Richard Keegan injuring his side 
and foot. That was the end of his involvement in the Battle 
of Normandy.

Richard Keegan’s War Ends

Stretcher-bearers carried Keegan back across the 
cornfield. They were also injured and after improvised first 
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aid, they all made it back to the medical post. From there, 
Rifleman Keegan was brought to a field hospital and 
shipped back to a Canadian hospital in the south of 
England. Further treatment in Wakefield and Dewsbury in 
the north of England followed for further treatment on his 
foot.

Richard had several broken bones and ruptured 
ligaments. He was reassigned to 7th Battalion while in 
hospital receiving treatment and physiotherapy.

After regaining full health, he pled to rejoin The Rifles but 
his requests were refused. Instead, he joined the Royal 
Signals Corps. He provided vital backup support for the rest 
of the conflict from 50th Division Headquarters. Richard 
regretted not being able to rejoin the Battle of Normandy but 
acknowledged that his early injury may have saved his life.

The return to civilian life

In 1946, Richard Keegan returned to civilian life and spent 
a short time as a coal delivery man. After this, he was 
trained in the lenses department of an optical firm. 
Eventually, he would work there, become a charge hand 
and serve as Branch Secretary of the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union.

While working at the optical firm. he met a colleague 
Renée. They were married in 1949. They had two sons, 
Richard and Billy, four grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.
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In later life, he also worked as a postman, trained as a 
fitter and worked in Lurgan Hospital until his retirement. 
Outside of work, he was a warden at both St John’s and 
Shankill Parish churches in Lurgan.

The return to Normandy

Keegan made several trips back to Normandy. These 
included the 60th anniversary in 2004 and again in 2005 
when he returned with his son Billy.

In 2004, he attended a parade in Arromanches with 1,000 
other veterans. A small group of Royal Ulster Rifles veterans 
travelled together from Lisburn. Richard Keegan was joined 
by Councillor Ned Falloon, John Walsh, Archie Mitchell, Billy 
Donald, and Stanley Burrows. This international 
commemoration was attended by The Queen, George W 
Bush, Vladimir Putin, Jacques Chirac, and Gerhard 
Schroeder. This marked the first time a German Chancellor 
had attended D-Day commemorations. 

Richard Keegan was one who bore the Germans no ill 
will: I came back to Normandy once and met a German 
soldier. It turned out he had fought in the same areas as me. 
I told him that we had probably shot at each other and that it 
was a good job we had missed.

Keegan met up with comrades from the Royal Ulster 
Rifles at Douvres War Cemetery before the dedication of a 
British Memorial Garden in Caen. There, they met with 
Prince Charles who unveiled a replica Horsa Glider like 
those used by 1st Battalion on 6th June 1944.
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When you go round the cemeteries and see the young 
fellas, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two, lying in their graves 
that came from Northern Ireland – and the Irish Republic – 
it’s a disgrace because they are forgotten men and they 
shouldn’t be forgotten, ever.

Remembering Richard Keegan

At the end of the commemoration in Caen, the band of the 
Royal Irish Regiment struck up Killaloe, their regimental 
march. Richard and the other veterans of the Royal Ulster 
Rifles involvement in Normandy were left with their 
thoughts.

We were all ordinary fellas. Some farmers, some 
unemployed like myself. Fellas from down South, Derry, 
Belfast and all over Northern Ireland. They were all 
heroes… all heroes.

Richard Keegan died on Tuesday 27th August 2013 aged 
89. His funeral service took place at 1400hrs on Friday 30th 
August in Shankill Parish Church in Lurgan, Co. Armagh.

Every Day is a Remembrance Day
We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.
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Are you on Facebook? Please like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.
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