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On this Day - March 8 
1915 

THE ULSTER DIVISION - Two Additional Chaplains

Belfast Newsletter

Two additional appointments to chaplaincies in the Ulster 
Division have been made, Rev. R. Ussher Greer 
(Banbridge) and Rev. W. J. Robinson (Skibbereen) having 
accepted posts as Church of Ireland and Wesleyan chaplain 
respectively. The chaplains attached to the division now 
number six. They have given up their ministerial charges, 
and will accompany the division on active service, in the 
meantime doing duty in the various camps to which they are 
allotted.

Three belong to the Church of Ireland—Rev. Canon King 
(Limavady), Rev. C. C. Manning (Comber), and Rev. R. 
Ussher Greer (Banbridge) ; two to the Presbyterian Church 
—Rev. D. K. Mitchell (Broughshane) and Rev. J. L. Jackson 
Wright (Ballyshannon), and one to the Wesleyan Church 
(Rev. W. G. Robinson).

Rev. R. Ussher Greer, the newly-appointed chaplain, is one 
of the best known clergymen in the diocese of Down. He 
was formerly rector of St. Michael's, Belfast, subsequently of 
Christ Church, Lisburn, and in 1911, on the removal of 
Canon Grierson to the Deanery of Belfast, was appointed 
rector of Seapatrick, Banbridge.
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Rev. W. J. Robinson is a son of Mr. James Robinson, 88, 
North Parade, and is married to a Belfast lady. He was 
formerly minister at Sydenham, and has had considerable 
experience at military life as Wesleyan chaplain at the 
Curragh. His present appointment is Skibbereen, County 
Cork.

1918

         

Whilst British Commanders on the Western Front were 
considering where the initial attacks of the Kaiserschlacht 
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would take place, the Daily Mirror of this date in 1918 
published this prophetic article. 

1940 

Heavy fighting is reported at the outskirts to Viipuri, as the 
Red Army continues its attempt to capture the city. This 
prompts the Finns to seek an immediate armistice, which 
the Russians refuse. Therefore the Finnish delegation in 
Moscow is instructed to sue for peace.

 
1941 

The US Senate passes the ‘Lend Lease’ bill by 60 votes to 
31.  
Martial law is proclaimed in Holland in order to extinguish 
any anti-Nazi protests.

 
1942 

The RAF use GEE for the first time for target marking during 
a raid on Essen. The technique was known as ‘Shaker’ and 
consisted of aircraft marking the target with flares, allowing 
aircraft further behind to see the target more clearly. 
However the results of the raid were disappointing. 
Rangoon falls to the Japanese as the British forces escape 
to the north. The 17th Indian Division was now holding the 
Irrawaddy area and the 1st Burma Division the upper 
Sittang valley. The Chinese Expeditionary Force were 
farther north, with the Fifth Chinese Army defending 
Mandalay and the 6th Chinese Army was at Toungoo and 
defending the Burmese province of Shan. 
Japanese make unopposed landings at Lae and Salamaua 
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on New Guinea.  
The Dutch on Java surrender to Japanese.

 
1943 

Over 1,000 Germans wives of Jewish men deported to 
concentrations camps are now protesting in Berlin. To 
prevent this kind of protest from spreading, Joseph 
Goebbels orders the release of the 1,500 Jewish men. 
Japanese forces attack American troops on Hill 700 in 
Bougainville. The battle will last five days.

 
1944

The battle of Imphal began between the British and the 
Japanese. The Japanese were planning an invasion into 
India, after earlier successes in Burma they were optimistic. 

 

The US 8th Air Force carries out a heavy attack against 
Berlin. The primary target is the ball bearing plant at Erkner, 
a suburb of Berlin; enemy opposition is fierce and 37 
bombers and 16 fighters are lost.

 
1945 

British and Canadian troops involved in Operation 
‘Blockbuster’ enter Xanten on the Rhine after several days 
of heavy fighting further to the South U.S. troops enter 
Bonn. 
Beginning of secret negotiations at Bern, Switzerland, 
between representatives of the American OSS (Allan Dulles) 
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and the German High Command in Italy (General von 
Vietinghoff and SS General Wolff) for an early surrender of 
German forces in Italy. 
The Red Army penetrates into the ssouthern suburbs of 
Breslau.

Acknowledgment -36th Ulster Division FB for photo of 
Ussher Greer 

Roll of Honour - March 8 
Representing their comrades who died on this day

1916  

+BELL, W 
Royal Irish Rifles, 9th Btn. Corporal. 12606. Died 
08/03/1916. Aged 22. Son of Abraham and Charlotte Bell, of 
Belfast. Bertrancourt Military Cemetery, Somme, France

+BRAITHWAITE, James  
Manchester Regiment,1st Btn. Company Serjeant Major. 
Service. 714. Died 08/03/1916. Aged 33. An ‘old’ soldier with 
nine years experience and a gymnasium instructor, he 
enlisted at Belfast and served in 1 MR.  Listed as missing at 
Kut in Mesopotamia (Iraq) from 08/03/1916, his parents 
were informed in May that he was a PoW in 
Constantinople.  By June/July it was reported that he was 
wounded although subsequent references to him were to 
the effect that he was missing.  Eventually, in February 1918 
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“after almost a year’s anxiety and doubt” the War Office 
informed his parents that he was considered to have been 
killed in action in Mesopotamia on the 08/03/1916. 

 
Although James Braithwaite is officially recorded as having 
been KIA, the fact that he was at one point reported to be a 
PoW in Constantinople (see above) raises the question of 
whether in fact he had died in battle, and what had actually 
happened to him. Whatever it was, it is difficult to imagine 
that it could have been worse than the fate that befell his 
colleagues.  On 29/04/1916, the garrison at Kut, which had 
been under siege since 05/12/1915, surrendered to the 
Turks. 

  
Sometime between then and 6 May a “veritable death 
march” began as the captives were led north towards 
Anatolia “without any concern whatsoever for their well-
being, or for their helpless status as prisoners-of-war” 
(Martin Gilbert, “The First World War” p.’s 247-8).  Deprived 
of food and water, and beaten and whipped by those who 
guarded them, 2,500 Indian and 1,750 British prisoners 
were to perish on the way.

 
Three of James Braithwaite’s brothers also saw active 
service.  CSM Samuel Braithwaite had served with the 
Lincolnshire Regiment in the Boer War and held both the 
King’s and Queen’s medals.  He lived at Ivan Street, 
Lisburn, with his wife and three children. 

  
A Sergeant Instructor in the 1st Lisburn battalion of the UVF, 
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Bluet Farm Cemetery, Belgium

3 kms from Ypres. Bleuet Farm was used as a dressing 
station during 1917 Allied offensive on this front. There are 
442 burials from WW1 and nine from WW2 including RUR 2 
Btn, all dating from the allied fallback to Dunkirk in May 
1940.

he served in 11 RIR (17203), embarking with them for 
France from Bordon in October 1915. In May 1917 he was 
awarded the Ulster Division Parchment for gallantry in the 
field.  This was “for organizing parties in Thiepval Wood on 
the 23/06/1916 to rescue men buried by shell fire.  He set a 
splendid example to his men and was himself severely 
wounded”. 

  
Sergeant Rene Braithwaite, who lived at 56 Millbrook, Low 
Road, Lisburn with his parents, served in the Cable Section, 
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Royal Engineers.  An “old soldier” with 20 years service, he 
had been on his way home “time expired” when the war 
started and promptly re-enlisted.  He was awarded the 
D.C.M. in late 1916/early 1917.  Acccording to the citation 
the decoration was for, “conspicuous gallantry and devotion 
to duty … establishing and maintaining communications 
throughout operations, … repeatedly repairing wires in the 
open under heavy fire”.

   
William L. Braithwaite, the youngest of the four, was a 
leading signalman on a R.N. Dreadnought.   
James was the third son of Samuel and Eleanor Braithwaite 
of Millbrook, Low Road, Lisburn and husband to Alice 
Braithwaite of Junction Cottage, Ashton-under-Lyne and 
Barkwell Lane, Mossley, Manchester.  They had two young 
children. Basra Memorial, Iraq. 

+CARRUTHERS, John 
Highland Light Infantry. Private.12307. Died 08/03/1916. 
Born Kilmalcolm, Renfrewshire. Commemorated on the 
Basra Memorial, Iraq and in Culfeitrin Parish Church, 
outside Ballycastle  

1917  

+BLAIR, William  
Royal Irish Rifles, 1st Btn. Lance Corporal. 10938. Died 
08/03/1917. He was born at Prospect Place (off North 
street), Ballymena on the 28 /06/1896. He enlisted in 
Ballymena. He was the grandson of Mary Blair, later 7, 
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Galgorm Street, Ballymena. Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, 
France. 2nd Ballymena (High Kirk) Presbyterian Church RH

+McMULLAN, (sometimes McMullen), George  
Royal Irish Rifles, 12th Btn. Lance Corporal.12/19119. Died 
08/03/1917. Born15/05/1895 at Brocklamont, Ballymena. 
Son of blacksmith Hugh McMullan and Margaret Gore, 
Galgorm Parks, Ballymena. They had nine children. George 
was a painter. St. Quentin Cabaret Military Cemetery.

1943  

+DEVLIN, Michael 
RAFVR. Aircraftman 1st Class. 1504358. Died 08/03/1943. 
Aged 20. 4023 AA Flight (RAF Regiment), Son of James 
and Mary Jane Devlin of Knockmoyle. Knockmoyle (St. 
Mary) Roman Catholic Cemetery

1945  

+MUNCE, Ian Lindsay  
RAFVR. Pilot Officer (Pilot). 186936. Died 08/03/1945. Aged 
23. 220 Sqdn. A.T.C.L. Son of James Stillwell Munce and 
Annie Munce, of Holywood, Co. Down. Lajes War Cemetery, 
Azores. QUB WM, Holywood WM

 
+REILLY, Robert  
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. Fusilier. 6985605. Died 
08/03/1945. Aged 20. Son of Robert and Isabella Reilly, of 
Lisnaskea. Maguiresbridge Roman Catholic Churchyard
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VETERANS

 
BROWN, William  
RN. FAA. Commissioned 1940. He flew Walrus seaplanes 
from bases in N Africa and Scotland. Seconded to 836 
Naval Air Squadron at Maydown on the Foyle estuary. Its 
remit was to monitor U-boat activity in the N atlantic. He and 
his squadron flew Fairey Swordfish biplanes from converted 
merchant vessels known as MAC Ships (Merchant aircraft 
carriers) that accompanied vessels across the Atlantic.  
Bill developed a passion for mathematics and post-war 
completed a PhD in mathematics at the University of 
Michigan and subsequently lectured in the USA and 
Canada. He returned to Portaferry in 1958 and became 
involved in the family business.  

His passion for sailing resulted in him designing a new 35ft 
racing yacht ‘Ruffian’. He and his brother founded Westerley 
Yachts and over 200 fibreglass yachts were produced in 
there two factories in the 1970’s and 80’s.  

Bill returned to teaching mathematics at Sullivan Upper and 
then the Open University.  

He and his wife had a strong involvement with the RNLI 
Portaferry Station. Bill served as Hon. Secretary to the 
Station for 12 years and was awarded the RNLI’s Gold 
Badge in 2005. Born Portaferry 24/04/1921 - Died 
08/03/2006. RBAI. University of Michigan
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HAMILTON, Harry Allen, DCM 
Chairman of the White House (Portrush) Ltd. Died 
08/03/1942. Mr. Hamilton served with the King's Royal Rifles 
in the 1914-18 war and was awarded the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal

 

 

Every day is a Remembrance 
Day 

We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts - and 
please share with your friends

Information about individuals who served - please 
forward to remembrance ni at email below
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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