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The Huts Cemetery
This cemetery takes its name from a line of huts strung 
along the road from Dickebusch (now Dikkebus) to 
Brandhoek, West Flanders, Belgium which were used by 
field ambulances during the 1917 Allied offensive on this 
front. 
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Much of the cemetery was filled between July and 
November 1917 and nearly two thirds of the burials were of 
gunners from nearby artillery positions several of which 
were Australian.

The cemetery was closed in April 1918 when the German 
advance brought the front line very close. The advance was 
finally halted on the eastern side of the village, following 
fierce fighting at Dickebusch Lake, on 8 May. 

There are now 1,094 Commonwealth burials of the First 
World War in the cemetery. The cemetery was designed by 
Sir Edwin Lutyens.

Ballymena RAF man prisoner in Colditz
Alexander Ballentine, a Ballymena man who served in the 
RAF from 1940 - 47, was held captive for three years at the 
famous German Air Force prisoner-of-war camp (Stalag Luft 
III) on which the Great Escape film was based during the 
Second World War.

Although Alex as he was known, was not involved in the 
escape bid, he was forced to walk 800 miles to his eventual 
freedom from Poland back into Germany.

On 11/06/1942, Alex’s plane was shot down in the Frisian 
Islands off the coast of Holland and he was captured by the 
Germans.

He was held as a POW at Stalag Luft III for three years near 
Sagan – now Zagan in Poland – 100 miles south-east of 
Berlin.
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His eldest son Paul Ballentine said that during his father's 
life he rarely spoke of his experiences during this time but a 
diary he kept when he was eventually freed sheds some 
light on it.

Alex was liberated on 02/05/1945, by the British 6th 
Airborne Division and arrived back in Ballymena May 
14/05/945. But, explained Paul, it was a long walk to 
freedom.

"At the end of the Second World War, he eventually had to 
walk about 800 miles from Poland back into Germany 
because the Russians were advancing on the Germans."

The father of three, who lived just off the Holywood Road in 
Belfast, was the seventh of eight children born to Alexander 
and Margaret Ballentine on 11/08/1922, in Ballymena.

After joining the RAF as a teenager, Alex was deployed to 
Bomber Command where he operated as a rear gunner in a 
Short Stirling aircraft.

Paul Ballentine, who lives in Coleraine said that his father's 
role was to defend the rear of the aircraft against attack from 
German fighter planes.

"My father was based in England and the plane he was in 
bombed Germany and wherever the Germans were," he 
said.

"The mission that he was on was known as 'mine-laying', 
whereby the RAF dropped mines into the sea.

Alex left the RAF in 1947 and joined the civil service where 
he met his wife Audrey.
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Married for 54 years, the couple had three sons – Paul, 
Ashley, and Mark, – who together produced seven 
grandchildren.

After working for the Department of Agriculture in Northern 
Ireland from 1947 to 1982, Alex became chief executive of 
Seed Potato Promotions NI where he worked until he was 
79 years old.

In his youth, he was a founder member of the Wellington 
Street, Ballymena Boys' Brigade.

He was survived by his wife Audrey and one of his six 
sisters, Florrie Madden, who was 90 years old..

Alex died on 28/01/2008. His remains were laid to rest in 
Ballymoney Cemetery.
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On Friday, 24/03/1944 the Great Escape attempt from 
Alexander Ballentine's Stalag Luft III camp began. 
Unfortunately for the prisoners, the tunnel had come up 
short.

It had been planned that the tunnel would reach into a 
nearby forest, but the first man out emerged just short of the 
tree line. Despite this, 76 men crawled through the tunnel to 
initial freedom, even though an air raid during which the 
camp's (and the tunnel's) electric lights were shut off. Out of 
the 76 men only 3 escaped. 50 men were killed and the rest 
were captured and sent back.

On this Day - January 28 
1914 
Work began on building HMS Caroline in Cammell Laird, 
Birkenhead. In 1914 HMS Caroline cost £397,000 to build. 
This would be £290 million today!

1932 
The Japanese attack Shanghai, China, and declare martial 
law.

1940 
King George of Britain announces court will not be held this 
year due to the war

1941
French General Charles DeGaulle’s Free French forces 
sack south Libya oasis. 
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Thai bombers hit Sisophon, French Indochina, final combat 
in Franco-Thai war

1942
Operation Rutter, as named by the Allies, was a loss with a 
68% casualty rate. Though playing to Nazi propaganda, the 
raid was vital in the development of Operation Overlord.
Timoshenko’s offensive in the Ukraine slows down after a 
60-mile thrust. 
German forces recapture Benghazi. 
US Navy pilot claims to sink U-boat, radios “Sighted sub—
sank same,” but no U-boat was sunk, an honest error. 
US Eighth Air Force activated in Savannah, Georgia under 
Brig. Gen. Asa Duncan; originally intended for North Africa 
but will serve in Britain. 
US Naval Magazine at Port Chicago CA established as 
subcommand of Naval Ammunition Depot at Mare Island.

1943 
A transport of 2,000 Jews deported by the Germans from a 
ghetto in Vawkavysk arrived at Auschwitz. The SS doctors 
sent 280 men & 79 women to the camp. 1,641 people were 
murdered in gas chambers. 
The whole of the German workforce is mobilized for ‘total 
war’. All men aged 16-65 and women aged 17- 50 to be 
registered. 
Japanese attempt final drive for Port Moresby, New Guinea. 
US military begins accepting Nisei (Japanese-American) 
volunteers.

1944 
To make clear their displeasure about ongoing assistance to 
the Nazi war effort by Francisco Franco’s Spain, the United 
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States and Britain announce a total oil embargo of the 
country. With Spanish life grinding to a virtual standstill, 
Franco agrees finally to cease supplying the Germans with 
critical war materials and to withdraw the last Spanish 
troops fighting with the Germans in Russia. By May, the 
embargo is lifted. 
The Red Army succeeds in encircling several German 
divisions in the area of Cherkassy. 
Over Anzio, the US 99th Fighter Squadron (Tuskegee 
Airmen) in 16 P-40s shoots down 4 German Fw 190s—the 
previous day they shot down 8 Fw 190s.

1945 
The Ardennes salient is finally eradicated. The first convoy 
for three years reaches China through Burma. Ledo-Burma 
Road reopens as first Allied convoy crosses into China; in 
the ceremony, Chiang Kai-shek renames it the Stilwell 
Road, in honour of General Joseph Stilwell.

Roll of Honour - January 28 
Representing their comrades who died on this day

1917

+GLENN, Cecil William  
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 1st Btn. Lieutenant. Died 
28/01/1917 during an attack in which the 1st Inniskillings 
and 1st Border Regiment assaulted strong German-held 
positions south of Le Transloy. Cecil Glenn came from 
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The Huts Cemetery on a foggy morning

Cookstown. Thiepval Memorial, France. Cookstown War 
Dead Book

+McKEOWN, Hugh 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 1st Btn. Private. 28205. Died 
28/01/1917. Taking part in a night patrol lead by Lieutenant 
Cecil W Glenn (above) when the 1st Battalion attacked 
enemy positions on 28/01/1917, south Le Transloy. Even 
though the mission was a success, the battalion lost 
eighteen men. Hugh McKeown enlisted in Cookstown. 
Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

+O'HARA, Patrick 
Royal Irish Rifles, 2nd Btn. Rifleman. 9500. Died 
28/01/1917. Born Dungannon. Enlisted Newtownards. Berks 
Cemetery Extension, Hainaut, Belgium
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1947

+McGRATH, Liam Henry  
RAFVR. Wing Commander. 63389. Died 28/01/1947. 
Omagh, (Dublin Road), Cemetery. QUB WM

John McCrae was a Canadian doctor who started to write 
verse at McGill University. He served as a Lieutenant in the 
Canadian Field Artillery during the Second Boer War 
(1899-1902) and he was appointed as the Medical Officer 
to the 1st Brigade Canadian Field Artillery at the beginning 
of the First World War. His poem 'In Flanders Fields' first 
appeared in Punch during December 1915 and became the 
most famous poem of the War. It was written during the 
second Battle of Ypres  where his friend, Lt Alexis Helmer, 
was killed. In January 1918 McCrae was appointed 
consultant to all the British Armies in France, but he died of 
pneumonia before he could take up the post. A book of his 
poems was published in 1919. McCrae also wrote a book 
on pathology.
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+McCRAE, John 

Canadian Army Medical Corps. Lieutenant Colonel. Died 
28/01/1918. Age 45. Son of Col. David McCrae and Janet 
Simpson Eckford McCrae, of Guelph, Ontario. Wimereux 
Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. The 
headstones at Wimeraux are laid on the ground due to the 
sandy soil.

Every day is a Remembrance 
Day 

We will remember them
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To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts - and 
please share with your friends

Information about individuals who served - please 
forward to remembrance ni at email below

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houstonmckelvey@mac.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.


Please forward - information about those who served - names, regiment, 
ship or unit, date of death to houstonmckelvey@mac.com
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