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Belfast bishop was on Operation Shingle 
at Anzio
On this day, January 22nd, 1944, Allied forces launched an 
amphibious invasion near the Italian city of Anzio, in what 
was known as Operation Shingle. 
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After their successful invasions of Sicily in July of 1943 and 
mainland Italy in September, the Allies found their advance 
north slowed significantly. The mountainous terrain and 
tenacious Axis resistance proved to be difficult obstacles, 
and the multiple German defensive lines stalled the Allied 
advance for months at a time. 

By January of 1944, the Allies were struggling to advance 
past the Gustav Line, south of Rome. In order to break this 
stalemate and liberate Rome as soon as possible, the Allied 
conceived Operation Shingle, which consisted of landing an 
amphibious force behind the Gustav Line in order to force 
the Germans to either retreat or turn their attention to this 
new threat. 

The Royal Navy assigned 58 ships to the landings of Op 
Shingle in the area of Anzio and Nettuno, Italy. This 
huge Allied Action led to the capture of Rome. Among 
those present in the landing force were Dennis Healey, 
later a labour MP and E. Waters, father of Roger from 
Pink Floyd.

The difficulty of the terrain around Anzio led to the success 
of the operation hinging on the element of surprise, since it 
would be difficult to advance against an entrenched enemy 
through mountains and marshlands in that region. 

The operation commenced on January 22nd, and achieved 
total surprise, as there were very few Germans in the Anzio 
area, and the bulk of the minimal Allied casualties came 
from mines. 

However, the commander of the Allied forces, John Lucas, 
was very cautious and elected to entrench his forces on the 
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In Operation Shingle The British 1st Division, No 6 
Commando and 43 RM Commando (as part of 2 Cdo 
Bde) landed 6 miles north of Anzio....

beachhead in preparation for a counterattack, rather than 
striking out. 

This delay allowed the Germans to move swiftly in 
response, and within three days they had completely 
encircled the Allied positions. A stalemate ensued, as the 
Germans did not have the forces to destroy the Allied 
beachhead, but the Allies could not break out against the 
constant hail of German shellfire and the unfriendly terrain. 

The battle remained a stalemate for months before the Allies 
were finally able to break out in May, after Lucas was 
relieved and they had received adequate reinforcements. 
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However, they were then given orders to turn north and 
capture Rome, which had been abandoned by the 
Germans. 

While the capture of Rome on June 4th was significant, the 
diversion allowed German forces manning the Gustav Line 
to retreat and avoid possible encirclement by the Anzio 
forces. 

The operation at Anzio had failed to make as a significant 
impact on the Italian campaign as its planners had hoped, 
and it still took many more months to complete this brutal 
fight.

The Allies did eventually succeed, but as was commonplace 
in the Italian campaign, it took much more time and many 
more lives to do it. 

Chaplain at Anzio became C of I bishop

The Senior Chaplain at Anzio was Rev Arthur Butler from 
Dublin. He had served in North Africa. He was honoured 
with an MBE (Military) for his services at Anzio. 

He later served as a rector in Dublin before being 
consecrated as Bishop for Tuam diocese. He was translated 
to the Diocese of Connor where he succeeded Rt Rev Cyril 
Elliott, another Dubliner, who had served as a chaplain in 
WW1. 

Bishop Butler consecrated the Memorial Chapel of the 
Royal Ulster Rifles in Belfast Cathedral.

His brother died serving as aircrew in the RAF.
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On this Day - January 22 

1915  
22nd January 1915 Belfast Telegraph.

Three hundred men of the 15th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles 
(North Belfast U.V.F.), who are at present in the city on a 
recruiting campaign on the grounds of Royal Academical 
Institute on Thursday, and were inspected by Major-General 
Vesey Dawson, C.V.O., Inspector of recruits, and Major-
General C.H. Powell, C.B., commanding the Ulster Division. 
The picture shows Major-General Powell on right, with 
Brigadier-General, Couchman, D.S.O., passing down the 
ranks.

HM Submarine E10 was lost at sea

1917

HMS Simoom a R-class destroyer was torpedoed and badly 
damaged in the North Sea by SMS S50 ( Imperial German 
Navy Destroyer). 44 of her 82 crew were killed. The 
survivors were rescued by HMS Morris and the wreck sunk 
by a torpedo from HMS Nimrod

1940  
Destroyer Exmouth torpedoed off Wick, ScotlandÂ by U-22; 
all hands killed. 
British Ministry of Information begins censoring newsreels. 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1941  
The Destroyer HMS Hyperion sunk by mine off Cape Bon. 
Tobruk surrenders to British and Australian troops who 
capture 25,000 Italians, along with 208 guns and 87 tanks. 
Combined British and Australian losses were about 450. 
The British government now orders Wavell’s XIII Corps to 
capture Benghazi. 

1942  
Rommel’s command is redesignated as Panzer Army Afrika. 
German panzers capture Agedabia and trap part of 
the British 1st Armoured Division in the Antelat – Sannu 
area, destroying about 70 of its tanks. 
General MacArthur orders the withdrawal of US and Filipino 
troops to the Bagac-Orion line, which is the final defensive 
position in Bataan. After dark the Japanese make two 
Battalion sized landings at Quinauan Point and 
Longoskawayan Point to the rear of the US-Filipino 
positions in Bataan. However, U.S. and Filipino reserves 
successfully contain these beachheads. 

1943  
Japanese forces are routed at Â Sanananda, putting paid to 
their resistance in Papua. On Guadalcanal, theÂ Americans 
make important gains in the battle round Henderson field.  

1944  
The Battle of Anzio begins with an Allied amphibious landing 
in the region of Anzio and Nettuno, with the objective of 
outflanking German forces at the Winter Line and setting up 
a drive on Rome.  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The Battle of Rapido River ends in German defensive 
victory. 
Walter Model replaces Georg von Küchler as commander of 
Army Group North. 

1945  
The land route from India to China through Burma is 
declared free of Japanese and now open to convoys. 
The Red Army captures Insterburg and Allenstein in East 
Prussia. 
Four squadrons of RAF Spitfires destroy a factory in 
Alblasserdam that manufactured liquid oxygen for German 
rockets.

Representing their comrades who died on this day

Roll of Honour - January 22 
Representing their comrades who died on this day

1917  

+McCONNELL, Reginald Brian 
King’s Own Scottish Borderers, 6th Btn. King’s Own Scottish 
Borderers. Second Lieutenant. Died 22/01/1917. Aged 18. 
Educated at the Royal Academical Institution, and on 
leaving school entered the Messrs. John Robson. Prior to 
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the war he was an enthusiastic member of the South Belfast 
Regiment U.V.F., and of the Officers Training Corps at 
Queen’s University, from which he received his commission 
in the K.O.S.B.’s on 1st July, 1915. Youngest son of Mr. T. E. 
M’Connell, University Street, Belfast, of Messrs. Robson’s, 
Ltd., Chichester Street, and a nephew of Sir Robert J. 
M’Connell, Bart., D.L., Glendhu, Holywood Road. Faubourg 
d’Amiens Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France

+SCOTT, James  
Royal Irish Rifles,14th (Young Citizens) Btn. Company 
Serjeant Major. 14/15892. Died 22/01/1917 in action at 
Messines in West Flanders. Aged 35. The battalion was 
raised in September of 1914 from the Belfast Volunteers, 
and after training they joined the 108th Brigade, 36th 
(Ulster) Division. The division was formed from the Ulster 
Volunteer Force, such formation noted as being complicated 
due to the tension around the issue of Home Rule. The 
battalion landed at Boulogne in October of 1914 on their 
way to Arras, and later on to the trenches in the front line 
north of the River Ancre near Albert. They suffered heavy 
casualties on the first day of the Battle of the Somme in 
1916.  
 
Serjeant-Major Scott had joined the army at a very young 
age, convincing the recruiting officer he was several years 
older - and getting away with the untruth as did many 
underage boys years later at the outbreak of the Great War. 
It is known that he was involved in the fighting in the Second 
Boer War, 1899-1902.  
 
One of the entries in the diary Serjeant-Major Scott kept for 
1916 during the Great War consisted of the names of the 
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ten men who were killed in the fighting at Authuile, near 
Martinsart. When he went home on leave later in the year 
he visited as many of the families of these men as he could 
find at the time, and sadly did not survive to return to find 
those remaining on his list.

Husband of Jane Duffy (formerly Scott), of Finaghy Halt, 
Balmoral, Belfast. La Plus Douve Farm Cemetery, Hainaut, 
Belgium

1918  

+McLEISH, Peter  
Irish Guards, 3rd Btn. Private.10195. Died 22/01/1918. Aged 
20. Peter McLeish was the youngest son of James and 
Edith McLeish. Peter was born in Benburb, County Tyrone 
about 1899. His father was a gamekeeper who was born in 
County Wicklow. His mother was from County Armagh. By 
the time of the 1911 census, the family had moved to live in 
Irishtown, Straffan, County Kildare. Browns Copse 
Cemetery, Roeux, Pas de Calais, France  

1919  

+HIGGINS, Matthew A  
RAF. Private. 51703. Died 22/01/1919. Age 24 39 Sqdn. 
Born in Draperstown 08/11/1894. Son of Francis and 
Susanna Higgins. He was one of 14 children. The family 
lived in Desertmartin. Matthew was an agricultural labourer. 
He enlisted in 1915. Dunkirk Town Cemetery, Pas de Calais, 
France
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Anzio War Cemetery - On 3 September 1943 the Allies 
invaded the Italian mainland, the invasion coinciding with an 
armistice made with the Italians who then re-entered the war 
on the Allied side. Progress through southern Italy was rapid 
despite stiff resistance, but by the end of October, the Allies 
were facing the German winter defensive position known as 
the Gustav Line, which stretched from the river Garigliano in 
the west to the Sangro in the east. Initial attempts to breach 
the western end of the line were unsuccessful. Operations in 
January 1944 landed troops behind the German lines at 
Anzio, but defences were well organised, and a 
breakthrough was not actually achieved until May. The site 
for this cemetery was selected not long after the landings at 
Anzio and the burials here date from the period immediately 
following the landings. Anzio War Cemetery contains 1,056 
Commonwealth burials of the Second World War. The 
cemetery was designed by Louis de Soissons.
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+HUGHES, William Thomas  
RN. AB. SS3214. HMS Norseman. Died of illness 
22/01/1919. Aged 27. On Friday 01/01/1915, he was in the 
battleship HMS Formidable when it was torpedoed by a 
submarine. Born Dungannon 08/09/1892. Eldest son of Mrs. 
Matilda. Hughes, Railway St., Banbridge, and the late 
Mr.William Hughes. Gillingham (Woodlands) Cemetery, Kent

1945

+BURROWS, George David  
RAFVR. Sergeant. 1796593. Died 22/01/1945. Aged 22. 
153 Sqdn. Son of James and Ellen George, Bangor. Venray 
War Cemetery, Netherlands 

+DUMIGAN, James 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers and No. 1 Commando. Lance 
Corporal. 6982426. Died 22/01/1945 the Battle of Kangaw. 
Aged 32. Son of William James Dumigan and Christina 
Dumigan, Belfast. Taukkyan War Cemetery, Myanmar

 
+RAFFELL, Matthew Dennison  
Royal Berkshire Regiment, 2nd Btn. Private. 5111910. Died 
22/01/1945. Aged 23. Son of Andrew and Annie Raffell, and 
husband to Mary Raffell of Enagh Lough, Co. Londonderry. 
Taukkyan War Cemetery, Myanmar.

VETERAN

QUAITE, William Park Wilson 
HMS Caroline. RNR. Temp/Lt. 04/08/1941. Temp/Lt 
Cdr.10/1945 - 04/1946. HMS Caroline 19/08/1941 - 
04/1946. Admiralty - HMS President II. Served Merchant 
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Navy, Second Mate 13/11/1916, First Mate 10/02/1919, 
Master 26/09/1921. B 29/05/1888. Gransha, Islandmagee. 
Husband to Mary Agnes Campbell. Married Larne 1913. 
Died Larne 22/01/1960.
 

Every day is a Remembrance 
Day 

We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts - and 
please share with your friends

Information about individuals who served - please 
forward to remembrance ni at email below
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houstonmckelvey@mac.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.


Please forward - information about those who served - names, regiment, 
ship or unit, date of death to houstonmckelvey@mac.com
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