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remembrance ni 



Ovillers Military Cemetery 
On 1 July 1916, the first day of the Battle of the Somme, the 8th 
Division attacked Ovillers and the 34th Division attacked La Boiselle. 

There are 3439 Commonwealth servicemen of the First World War 
buried or commemorated in the cemetery. 
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Minturno battle honour for Inniskilling 
Fusiliers in Italy this day in 1944 

Following the crossing of the River Garigliano on 18 
January 1944, the 2nd Battalion The Royal Inniskilling 
Fusiliers began their attack towards the Minturno ridge 
before last light and had advanced some 200 yards 
when the enemy counterattacked.  

The Germans pressed hard on three sides around B 
Company's location and there followed a period of close-
quarter fighting with rifle butt and bayonet.


Sergeant Anderson, taking a captured machine gun, 
charged an enemy group killing enough of them to put the 
others to flight. Fusilier Stanex led two comrades in a 
bayonet charge to recapture his platoon's post. 
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Sergeant Gallagher, wounded in the face by a grenade, 
counterattacked with his platoon to drive back an enemy 
attack. These examples are typical of the many actions 
where men, performing acts of great gallantry, closed with 
and killed their enemy in the blackness of this vicious night 
battle. Major Nixon and his men fought their withdrawal 
towards C Company's position where he mustered his 
surviving 35 men. There, the two companies were 
reorganized and the CO ordered a platoon from D Company 
to reinforce them as well as arranging a defensive artillery 
barrage in front of their position.


The enemy counterattacked again in the early hours of 19 
January, but this time against C Company's position. An 
artillery defensive-fire shoot was brought dangerously close 
to the company location so as to destroy the attacking 
enemy. Inevitably there were some own casualties but the 
enemy sustained heavy losses and were beaten back, 
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leaving behind many dead and wounded. It was at this 
point that a wounded Major Blake passed command to 
Major Nixon. Major Bradley, with elements of D Company, 
advanced to fight for the position B Company had lost 
earlier. It successfully recaptured the position, and happily 
discovered some B company 'Skins' who had been taken 
as POWs by the Germans.


The dioramas (above) depict B Company Commander, 
Major John Nixon, with a wounded Captain Bill Vincent 
behind him, and Sgt Anderson on the captured machine 
gun.


The Battle Honour “Minturno” was an entitled distinction 
that was not selected to be emblazoned on the Queen's 
Colours of The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers and therefore 
does not appear on the Queen's Colours of The Royal Irish 
Regiment.


Acknowledgment - The Inniskillings Museum


On this Day - January 19 
1916

HMS H6 ran aground in Dutch Frisian Islands, all crew 
interned. Salvaged, sold to Dutch Navy, sank in 1921 and 
salvaged again, scuttled 1940 to avoid capture by Germans, 
salvaged again, in German Navy service 1940-3, finally 
scuttled at Kiel 1945.
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HMS H6 - See 1916 above

1918

HM Submarine H10 disappeared with her 22 crew in the 
North Sea, cause of loss unknown.

1940

Destroyer HMS Grenville sank after striking a German mine 
in the mouth of the Thames Estuary. 118 of her crew were 
rescued, 77 were lost.
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HMS Grenville

1941

Hitler and Mussolini meet at Berchtesgaden, with Mussolini 
accepting German military help in North Africa, but not 
Albania.

British troops under General Platt, re-occupy Kassala in the 
Sudan and advance into Eritrea.

1942

British North Borneo surrenders to Japanese at Sandakan.
Actor James Stewart receives his wings and commission in 
the US Army Air Forces.
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Off Cape Hatteras, NC, German U-boat U-123sinks Latvian 
freighter Ciltvaira and US freighters City of 
Atlanta and Norvana.

Two Axis transports, the Mongevino and Ankara land 45 
German tanks at Benghazi as reinforcement, while axis 
forces evacuate the city.

General Wavell warns Churchill that Singapore cannot be 
held as little had been done to prepare the landward facing 
defences. Churchill replies that Singapore must be 
defended and that ‘no question of surrender be entertained 
until after protracted fighting among the ruins of Singapore 
city’. General Wavell orders General Percival to prepare 
Singapore Island for a siege.

Japanese troop capture Tavoy as their advance continues in 
Burma.

1943

Russians claim further victories during a 75-mile advance 
towards Kharkov on the Voronezh front, with the Russians 
claiming 52,000 axis prisoners on this front alone.
The Eighth Army captures Homs and Tarhuna, near Tripoli.
US launches final offensive on Guadalcanal.

1944

The Eire government announces the arrest of two ‘Quisling’ 
Irishmen, parachuted into County Clare by German planes.
Germans forces are surrounded in Novgorod, 100 miles to 
the South of Leningrad, but manage to break out.
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ANZAC Conference begins in Canberra, Australia: Prime 
Ministers of Australia & New Zealand discuss postwar 
relations with US & UK.

1945

Grampus-class minelaying submarine HMS Porpoise was 
sunk by Japanese aircraft in the Straits of Malacca with the 
loss of all 59 crew. Porpoise was the last Royal Navy 
submarine to be destroyed by enemy action in
Hitler orders that all divisional sized and larger attacks or 
retreats must have his approval.

The Russians cross 1939 Poland-Silesia frontier taking 
Kracow. East Prussia is also entered from south by Russian 
troops. Red Army forces capture Lodz.

USAAF B29 bombers destroy the Kawasaki aircraft works 
near Kobe, in Japan.

Roll of Honour - January 19 
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1916

+REAVY, William
Royal Irish Rifles, 2nd Btn. Rifleman. 9504. Died 
19/01/1916. Ploegsteert Memorial. Panel 9. Strandtown WM
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1917

+IRELAND, Ralph

RN. Lieutenant Commander. HMS Southampton. Died 
19/01/1917. Age 28. Drowned in North Sea in heavy 
weather. As well as Inst, he attended Eastman’s Royal 
Naval Academy, Winchester. He entered the Navy on 
15/01/1903, joining HMS Britannia as a cadet. He passed 
out the following year a Chief Captain and also won the 
King’s Medal. 

Ralph served in various ships on the China, Mediterranean, 
West African and Home Stations, before being promoted to 
Lieutenant on 15/7/1909 (with 6 “firsts”) and Lieutenant 
Commander on 15/07/1916. 

On the outbreak of the war, he was serving in HMS 
Birmingham, which sunk the first German submarine (U15) 
on 09/08/1914. Ralph took part in the Battles of the 
Heligoland Bight (28/08/1914) and Dogger Bank 
(24/01/1915) before transferring to HMS Southampton (a 
1912 Chatham Class, 2nd Class Cruiser early in 1916. On 
this ship he took part in the Battle of Jutland on 31/05/1916. 
Ralph was accidentally drowned in the North Sea 
19/01/1917. 

The following, written by Commander Stephen King-Hall, 
describes his death, in this extract from “A North Sea Diary 
1914-1918”: "Last Friday morning, at about 7 a.m., when 
100 miles east of May Island, the cover of the navel pipe 
carried away, and as we were plunging into a very 
considerable sea, about a hundred tons of water got down 
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into the cable lockers. Our first lieutenant and navigator, 
Ralph Ireland, who was temporarily doing executive officer 
of the ship, went down to put a mat over the hole. The mate, 
the gunnery lieutenant, and three men were already on the 
forecastle. The ship dipped her nose into the sea, and 
scooped up a big sea which carried every one off their feet. 
When it passed, 'guns' and the mate were lying in the 
breakwater only bruised, but of the others nothing more was 
ever seen. Clad as they were in sweaters, sea-boots, and 
oilskins, they must have sunk at once in the sea that was 
running. An hour later we read the burial service in the 
waist, when at about the spot where they were lost. A driving 
snowstorm added to the almost unbearable melancholy of 
the service. Ralph Ireland, our Number 2, was a great friend 
of mine, with whom only a few hours before I had been 
yarning on the bridge, and but twelve hours before we had 
been rehearsing our parts together in a home-made revue 
we intended to produce. He had come to us from the 
Birmingham when that ship paid off. His death under such 
tragic circumstances together with the three sailors caused 
a deep gloom in the ship, where he was immensely popular. 
Ireland was a very lovable personality-brilliantly clever, a 
King's medallist, an athlete, he was marked out for certain 
advancement in the Service. It was not to be, and within a 
few days of his twenty-eighth birthday the North Sea 
claimed him as part of the price of Admiralty." 

The Times reported his death as follows:

“Lt Com Ralph Ireland, whose death on active service is 
reported, has endeared himself to all who knew him, not 
only by his brilliant attainments, which gave promise of a 
career of great usefulness, but by his modesty and charm. 
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No work came amiss to him, either of danger or steady 
application. His spontaneous gaiety and genuine 
unselfishness were a great asset in any community and his 
clean-minded, healthy outlook on life made it impossible to 
be long with him without feeling refreshed and thankful.” 

The April 1917 edition of RBAI School News said this about 
Ralph: "Ralph, who was only in his 28th year, was the finest 
type of British naval officer, a sportsman and a gentleman. 
He was a man of wonderful bodily and mental elasticity. His 
career in the navy was one of exceptional brilliancy, and his 
progress, which was notably rapid, was due as much to his 
sterling character as to his first-rate ability. The gallant 
officer had really lived through this great testing time, and 
had faced the verities of life with resolution and undaunted 
courage. All Instonians regret that his short career, so full of 
promise and so full of achievement, has been ended." Born 
8/2/1888. Son of Adam Liddell Ireland, and Isabel Ireland 
(daughter of Rev William McHinch), Malone Park, Belfast. 
Brother of Denis Ireland, writer and broadcaster (Dictionary 
of Ulster Biography). Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Panel 24. 
Malone Park, Belfast. Elmwood - PCI RH. RBAI WM. IMR

1940

+DARRAGH, William

RN. Able Seaman. P/SSX 14757. HMS Grenville. 
Died:19/01/1940. Age: 26.  William Darragh served his 
apprenticeship to the joinery. He joined the Navy in 1934. 
After periods of service in other ships he was transferred to 
HMS Grenville, a flotilla leader, and served on her prior to 
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the outbreak of war. HMS Grenville sunk after striking a 
mine in the North Sea on 19/01/1940.

William Darragh’s father, Thomas served with the Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers and the Connaught Rangers during the 
First World War and was killed in action in France in 1916.

William joined the Navy in 1934, and the first ship he joined 
was the HMS ‘Iron Duke’. He had the honour to be one of 
the naval ratings to be chosen to represent the Fleet at the 
funeral of the late Admiral Earl Jellicoe in 1935. HMS ‘Iron 
Duke’ was slightly damaged by a bomb at Scapa Flow in 
October 1939. He later served on HMS Royal Oak, which 
was torpedoed at Scapa Flow, the same month.

After periods of service in other ships he was transferred to 
HMS Grenville, a flotilla leader, and served on her in the 
Mediterranean prior to the outbreak of the Second World 
War. HMS Grenville (H03) was named after Vice Admiral Sir 
Richard Grenville. A G class destroyer laid down by the 
Yarrow Shipbuilding Company Limited, at Scotstoun in 
Glasgow on 29th September 1934, launched on 15th August 
1935 and completed on 1st July 1936.

HMS Grenville was in Spanish waters during the Spanish 
Civil War. While lying in Barcelona harbour, one of her motor 
pinnaces which had gone to collect Consular Mail, was fired 
upon.

When the ship returned to home waters in November 1939 
Seaman Darragh came home on short leave. This was to be 
the last time he saw his native town.
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William Darragh was popular among his ship mates. He 
often spoke highly of Captain Creasy, the ship’s 
Commander who was among the survivors of the January 
attack on the vessel.

Son of the late Thomas Darragh and Sarah Jane Darragh, 
Cookstown, and husband to Catherine Darragh, Cookstown. 
Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Panel 38. Cookstown WM

+McCLURE, Thomas Christopher                
RAFVR. Leading Aircraftman. 816021.Died 19/01/1940. 
Aged 24. 502 Sqn. Son of Thomas and Jane McClure of 
Belfast. Belfast City Cemetery

+MOORBY, Harold Christopher                
RAFAAAF.Sergeant (Observer). 816074. Died 19/01/1940. 
502 Sqdn.  Was with Flying Officer Garrett (Pilot), 
Aircraftman Beattie and Leading Aircraftman McClure 
aboard Anson N5050/B when it crashed four miles east of 
Rhyl in a snowstorm. He was killed instantly with both 
McClure and Beattie later dying from injuries sustained in 
the crash. Knockbreda Cemetery 
1941 

+LONGMORE, James Henry

RAF. Leading Aircraftman. 535291. Died 19/01/1941. Aged 
23. 815 Sqdn. serving in H.M.S. Illustrious. Son of John M. 
and Jennie Longmore, Belfast. Malta Memorial, Panel 2, 
Malta 
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1942


+IRVINE, Sinclair

RAFVR.Sergeant (Flight Engineer). 549930. Died 
19/01/1942. Aged 29. 240 Sqdn. Son of William John and 
Jane Irvine, of Belfast. Hamnavoe Churchyard, Shetland 

+JAMESON, William
RNVR. Lieutenant. Died 19/01/1942. SS Lady Hawkins. Son 
of David and Grace Douglas Jameson. Husband to Margery 
O G Jameson, Belfast. Chatham Naval Memorial, Panel 66. 
St John’s Parish Church, Newcastle, RH

+McHENRY, Maurice Fred
Royal Engineers. Captain.183780. Died 19/01/1942. Age 
44. Son of John and Jane McHenry; husband to Mary Stella 
McHenry, of Newcastle, Co. Down. Lisburn Cemetery. 
Newcastle WM 

1943

+BARTLEY, Joseph       

RAF. Flight Sergeant. 548743. DFM. Died 19/01/1943. Aged 
27. 18 Sqdn. Son of Hugh and Mary Bartley, of Longford, 
Irish Republic. Malta Memorial. 502 (Ulster) Squadron WM, 
St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast

1944 

+CHRISTIE, Harry James 

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 2nd.Btn. Captain. DSO, 
MC.176868. Died 19/01/1944. Aged 29. Cassino, Italy. A 
tribute records, “He was a 29-year-old Belfast school 

Page 14



January 19

teacher who left the class-room to become a private in the 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers--and rose to be Captain, holder 
of the D.S.O. and the M.C., and one of the 8th Army's most 
gallant officers." He was the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W.J.Christie, Oakland Avenue, Belfast. As a boy he was in 
the Boy's Brigade and went to the Mountpottinger P.E.S., 
where at 14 he became a monitor. For the next four years 
he was at Methody and while there played for the school's 
first XV. at rugby, also gaining his junior and senior 
certificates. He was then accepted as a student at 
Stranmillis Training College, where he distinguished himself, 
especially in art. Four years later, in 1938, he was appointed 
assistant teacher in Strandtown P.E.S., where he remained 
until he enlisted in August, 1940, as a private in the 
Inniskillings. 


A year previous to this he had been a member of Queen's 
University O.T.C. In November, 1940, he was selected to 
attend courses at an O.C.T.U., and four months later was 
commissioned as a second lieutenant to the Inniskillings, 
and stationed for the remainder of the year in Northern 
Ireland. He was offered the post of gas instructor, which he 
declined to accept, preferring combat duty. In January, 
1942, he left the Ulster he was never to see again and some 
time later found himself at the invasion of Madagascar, 
where he saw action for the first time. After landing from the 
assault barges, he and his comrades were faced with a 
night march which though estimated as 25 miles was equal 
to a 50-mile route march at home, because of lack of water 
and after such a long sea trip. Here he had to pass along 
track-like roads, inches deep in dust, and for the last half of 
the journey the sides were packed with weary, tired and 
thirsty men. 
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After taking up positions the C.O. despatched him on a 
patrol with his platoon to find a way across the mountains 
to the sea. They took with them only light equipment and 
set off at dawn, across very difficult country, through tall 
jungle grass, scrub, and up the sides of deep gullies cut by 
rain-streams. Crossing the mountains they reached the 
jungle, which became so dense with all types of thorny 
bushes, palm and tropical vegetation, that they had to stop. 
Wandering from right to left, they finally reached a huge 
dried river-bed 80 feet wide, with precipitous sides 60 feet 
to 80 feet high. Into this they descended, making use of the 
long training creepers that stretched from top to bottom 
and followed the track for seven or eight miles, killing many 
snakes but seeing no signs of natives. When their water 
supply was nearing exhaustion, they decided to leave the 
river bed and found the jungle giving place to swampy, 
mosquito-infested land. Nearer the sea they struck a thick 
mangrove swamp, and the home of small lizards, 
thousands of insects and hideous-looking ants. 


After a two hours' search they discovered a narrow rabbit-
like trail, which led them to a small native village on the 
coast, and here they quenched their thirst with milk from 
cocoanuts. Finding the chief of the village they made him 
understand what they wanted by signs and gesticulations 
and succeeded in buying a few fish and some chickens. 
After this their return trail commenced and until darkness 
they were guided by the chief's son along paths, through 
jungles, over plains, across gullies. From 6 p.m.--the hours 
of darkness there--they lay, cold, on the hillside, and rose in 
the morning, their bodies covered with mosquito bites. As 
they had no food except the few fish for some 36 hours 
they shot one of the wild calves with which the country 
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abounded and which they succeeded in skinning and 
cleaning. With this carcase slung on poles they went 
doggedly on their way through the jungle. Eventually they 
reached another native village some ten miles from their 
base, and then at last their base, whose occupants had 
long since given them up as lost." 


Leaving Madagascar Captain Christie next arrived in India 
where he served as Intelligence Officer. Some weeks before 
the invasion of Sicily, then a lieutenant, he succeeded in 
getting back where he wanted to be--with his platoon. His 
next move was to Sicily where he was among the first to 
land, and where he won his first decoration, the D.S.O., 
having his ribbon pinned on by General Montgomery. 


On August 18, 1943, his battalion advanced and took a 
position held by crack German troops. A terrifying night 
followed. While he was digging-in the Germans returned in 
force with tanks and infantry just as darkness fell. Capt. 
Christie and his platoon had to flatten themselves in a 
furrow in a tomato field--the only cover available. Luckily he 
had the forethought to place a triple row of mines in one 
spot across the road leading to their position. However, the 
defence of three platoons wiped out the German infantry 
attack. Then the tanks rolled forward. The leading one 
drove right onto the minefield and blew up, while the rest 
obviously fearing more mines, stopped, and fanning out 
right and left to a distance of 50 yards shelled and machine 
gunned the defenders while the infantry attacked. All night 
they held on, the river behind them, the Germans in front of 
them to right and left. Several times the C.O. shouted 
across for Captain Christie to return with his men if he 
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thought it too much but each time came the answer, 'I'll 
hold on. No surrender!'" 


Among the first troops to land in Sicily, he was also among 
the first to land in Italy, and took part in a fourth landing 
when he re-embarked on the toe of Italy and sailed north to 
land again. Thereon his work lay chiefly in patrolling deeply 
behind the enemy lines, a hazardous task yet one for which 
he was well suited, becoming known as 'Long Distance 
Patrol Christie’. One of his adventures took him to the 
outskirts of a village held by the Germans, where he tried to 
draw the enemy’s fire by standing in full view 400 yards 
distant. Having failed to do so and as darkness was falling, 
he returned to the next village where he found himself 
hemmed in on three sides and then on the fourth by 
approaching Germans. He succeeded, however, in eluding 
them by slipping into a river, and by hugging the bank 
passed out of the encirclement right under their noses. 
Twice he returned to rescue some of his men still there. 


The German soldiers were torturing the villagers and 
chopping the hands off children to make the villagers talk. 
Unable to rescue them, and in a desparate effort to help, 
Harry and his men tossed hand grenades into the village, 
killing the Germans and mercifully putting the tortured and 
mutilated children out of their misery. Though this is just a 
fragment of one of many such patrols it is believed that it 
was for this that he received his second and, also his last 
decoration, the M.C. He is thought to be the 'most 
decorated Inniskilling.'" 


Captain Christie had expected to be home shortly after 
Christmas, having been abroad for two years. Ironically, 
when an allied shell fell short of it's target, Harry was 
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accidentally killed while sitting under a tree reading a letter 
from home. Born 10 June, 1914, Belfast, Son of William 
John and Maria Christie, Belfast. Minturno War Cemetery.


1945

+ALLINGHAM, William George

RAFVR. Flight Sergeant. 1798198. Died 19/03/1945. Age 
28. 640 Sqdn. Son of Robert and Margaret Allingham, 
Belfast. Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Germany

Every day is a Remembrance 
Day 

We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts - and 
please share with your friends

Information about individuals who served - please 
forward to remembrance ni at email below
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houstonmckelvey@mac.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.


Please forward - information about those who served - names, regiment, 
ship or unit, date of death to houstonmckelvey@mac.com
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