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The Britannic was made as part of the same 'Olympic 
project' that created the supposedly unsinkable Titanic 
and the Olympic ships. Britannic was a hospital ship for 
the British forces in WW1

Britannic, sister ship to the Titanic, sinks 
in Aegean Sea
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The Britannic, sister ship to the Titanic, and being used as a 
Hospital Ship, sinks in the Aegean Sea on 21/11/1916, 
killing 30 people. More than 1,000 others were rescued.

In the wake of the Titanic disaster on April 14/04/1912, the 
White Star Line made several modifications in the 
construction of its already-planned sister ship. First, the 
name was changed from Gigantic to Britannic (probably 
because it seemed more humble) and the design of the hull 
was altered to make it less vulnerable to icebergs. In 
addition, it was mandated that there be enough lifeboats on 
board to accommodate all passengers, which had not been 
the case with the Titanic.

The nearly 50,000-ton luxury vessel, the largest in the 
world, was launched in 1914, but was requisitioned 
soon afterward by the British government to serve as a 
hospital ship during WW1. 

In this capacity, Captain Charlie Bartlett led the Britannic on 
five successful voyages bringing wounded British troops 
back to England from various ports around the world.

On November 21, the Britannic was on its way to pick up 
more wounded soldiers near the Gulf of Athens, when at 
8:12 a.m., a violent explosion rocked the ship. Captain 
Bartlett ordered the closure of the watertight doors and sent 
out a distress signal. However, the blast had already 
managed to flood six whole compartments—even more 
extensive damage than that which had sunk the Titanic. Still, 
the Britannic had been prepared for such a disaster and 
would have stayed afloat except for two critical matters.

First, Captain Bartlett decided to try to run the Britannic 
aground on the nearby island of Kea. This might have been 
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A breach in the hull from  a German sea mine laid by a 
U-boat just one month previous to the sinking allowed 
water to pour in and the ship began to list to the 
starboard side, where water was gathering following the 
explosion to this flank. The 883-foot wreck was 
discovered largely intact in 1975 by famed marine 
explorer Jacques Cousteau
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successful, but, earlier, the ship’s nursing staff had opened 
the portholes to air out the sick wards. Water poured in 
through the portholes as the Britannic headed toward Kea. 
Second, the disaster was compounded when some of the 
crew attempted to launch lifeboats without orders. Since the 
ship was still moving as fast as it could, the boats were 
sucked into the propellers, killing those on board.

Less than 30 minutes later, Bartlett realized that the ship 
was going to sink and ordered it abandoned. The lifeboats 
were launched and even though the Britannic sank at 9:07, 
less than an hour after the explosion, nearly 1,100 people 
managed to make it off the ship. In fact, most of the 30 
people who died were in the prematurely launched lifeboats. 

In 1976, famed ocean explorer Jacques Cousteau found the 
Britannic lying on its side 400 feet below the surface of the 
Aegean. The cause of the explosion remains unknown, but 
many believe that the Britannic hit a mine.

On this Day - November 21 
1916

British hospital ship Britannic, sister of Titanic, sunk in 55 
mins by German mine near Greek island of Kea, in Aegean 

Sea. 30 died, 1,035 survived. Largest ship lost in WW1  and 
the world’s largest sunken passenger ship. In 1915-16 she 
completed 5 trips b/w UK & Dardanelles.
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She sank in less than an hour. 21 died of 1.125 crew and 
staff. It is believed that the mines had been laid in the 
channel by the U-73 (Lt. Cdr. Siehs).

1918

The German High Seas Fleet surrendered to the Royal 
Navy Grand Fleet under Admiral Beatty. The Fleet was 
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escorted to the Firth of Forth by the Grand Fleet under 
Admiral Beatty.

1918

The German High Seas Fleet surrendered to the Royal 
Navy Grand Fleet under Admiral Beatty. The Fleet was 
escorted to the Firth of Forth by the Grand Fleet under 
Admiral Beatty.

1937 

The first stretch of the German Autobahn is opened for use. 
The main purpose of the road is to deploy and supply its 
forces throughout the country. Eventually, 4,500 miles of 
four-lane highway will cover Germany.

1939 

Prime Minister Chamberlain imposes an embargo on all 
German trade, with goods currently in Britain, but destined 
for shipment to Germany to be confiscated.

Prime Minister Chamberlain announces the seizure of 
German merchant shipping in retaliation for the sinking of 
neutral ships and indiscriminate mine warfare. The German 
Battlecruiser’s Scharnhorst and Gneisenau set off from 
Germany on a mission to harry British sea routes in the 
North Atlantic.

1940 

Greeks capture Koritza, defeating Italian IX Army.
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The United States government announces that Nazi agents 
are active in eight American cities for sabotage, 
propaganda, espionage, and fomenting strife.

1942 

The situation for the 6th Army is deteriorating fast, not least 
owing to the fact that Army HQ is being relocated which 
leads to serious disruptions in communications with 
theÂ troops in and outside the city.

1943 

Field Marshal Kesselring is appointed commander-in-chief 
of all German forces in Italy, while Rommel leaves 
his command to organize the Atlantic wall.

1944 

Albanian patriots free the capital, Tirana.

The US 8th Air Force launches heavy attacks against 
Hamburg and the synthetic fuel producing plants of Leuna at 
Merseburg.

1945 

All the top ranking Nazis at Nuremberg plead innocent.

Lt. Gen. Alexander Patch dies of pneumonia at Fort Sam 
Houston TX, age 55.
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Roll of Honour - November 21 
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1916

+CARSON, Andrew James

Canadian Infantry, 1st Btn. Private. 400738. Died 21/11/1916. 
Age 23. Andrew James Carson was the son of Joseph and 
Lizzie Carson. Andrew Carson was born on 02/01/1893 in 
the Eskermore area of Dungannon. They were a farming 
family. Andrew Carson emigrated to Canada. Prior to 
enlisting, he worked as a turner. Andrew enlisted in January 
1915 in London, Ontario. He gave his next of kin as his 
father, Joseph, who was living in London, Ontario. Vimy 
Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

1917

+STEWART, Robert James
N.Z.E.F. Canterbury Regiment, 3rd Btn. Private. 42825. 
Died 21/11/1917. Aged 32 Son of John and Agnes Stewart, 
of Ballyhacket, Cairncastle, Larne, Ireland. He was one of 
nine children. Robert Stewart enlisted  in New Zealand on 
03/01/1917, stating that he was born on 01/02/1885. He 
said he had been in NZ for two years and that he was an 
orchardist employed by Tasman Fruit Lands at Nelson. He 
was described then as being 5’ 8” and as having blue eyes 
and fair hair. He nominated his father at Ballyhackett, 
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Cairncastle as his next of kin and also gave the name of his 
brother, John M Stewart, Tasman, Nelson, NZ.

He left NZ on 02/04/1917 aboard HMNZT 80, ‘Corinthic’, 
from Wellington and disembarked at Devonport/Plymouth, 
England on the June 10. He completed training at Sling 
Camp and went to France and Flanders after 06/07/1917. 
He was at Etaples on the 9th and was sent to 12th 
Company, 3rd Canterbury Regiment, 4th NZ Infantry 
Brigade.  He was slightly wounded, probably by gas, and 
treated in France by No 4 NZ Field Ambulance from the 9th 
- 20th October. He rejoined his unit on the 25 October and 
his short military career ended when he was killed in action 
on the 21/11/1917. Buttes New British Cemetery (NZ), 
Polygon Wood.

1941

+TONER, Patrick

Royal Artillery. Gunner.1460770. Died 21/11/1941. Aged 35. 
6 Lt. A.A. Bty. Son of Mr. and Mrs. William J. Toner; husband 
to Margret Toner, of Coleraine. Alamein Memorial, Egypt

+WISONER, William

Royal Artillery. Gunner. 1450762. Died 21/11/1941. Age 21. 
6 Bty., 2 Lt. A.A. Regt. Son of John and Mary Ann Wisoner, 
of Tobermore, Co. Londonderry. Kantara War Memorial 
Cemetery, Egypt
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1944

+CORRY, David

Royal Scots Fusiliers. Serjeant. 3126332. Died 21/11/1944. 
Age 38. Son of David and Margaret Corry; of Newtownards; 
husband of Sarah Corry, of Newtownards. His brother Henry 
Corry also died in service on 05/05/1941 with the Royal 
Artillery. Movilla Cemetery, Newtownards. Newtownards WM

+McCOO, Thomas David
RAF. Leading Aircraftman. 619940. Died 21/11/1944. Age 
23. Son of Samuel and Emily McCoo, of Lurgan. Ramleh 
War Cemetery. Israel. Lurgan WM

1945

VETERANS

BEATH, R Maitland

RAMC. Captain. QUB Services Club President 1939, 40. 
QCB BA, 1907,  MB 1914, BCh, BS (London). Captain 
RAMC 06/08/1914. In France from 15/08/1914 as Battalion 
MO. Served on an ambulance train, as radiologist in the 
18th CCS and also on hospital ship St. Andrew. He authored 
several papers in the Ulster Medical Journal. An article in 

+Cooke, E 
WAAF. Aircraftswoman (1st Class). 2098275. Died 
21/11/1945. Dundonald Cemetery

Page 11



November 21

the Ulster Medical Journal, April 1934 which was a tribute to 
Sir William Whitla quoted a paper by RM Beath. He was 
Hon Secretary of the Ulster Medical Society 1925 - 30. Died 
21/11/1940, Belfast.

DUNLOP, Charles William Julius 

Opthalmic surgeon. QUB 1880. Served 1914 - 18. Born 
1864 Ballylesson. Son of Charles and Ellen Dunlop. 
Husband to Rosa. Died 21/11/1945, Hornsea, Middx


Every day is a Remembrance 
Day 

We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts - and 
please share with your friends
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
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