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War memorial shield in the House of Commons

First Member of Parliament to be killed in 
action in WW1
Reporting on 11 November 1914 at the start of a new 
parliamentary session, The Times observed that, “It will 
be an unfamiliar House of Commons which assembles 
to-day. About one-fifth of its members are actively 
serving in the Navy, Army, and Auxiliary Forces. Many 
are at the front. One, Mr. Arthur O’Neill, the brave young 
Ulsterman, has laid down his life for his country. Mr. 
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Aubrey Herbert has been wounded. Lord Dalrymple is a 
prisoner of war in Germany”.

The first Member of Parliament to be killed in action during 
the First World War, Captain Arthur O’Neill, who had sat as 
a Unionist for Mid Antrim since January 1910, died on 6th 
November 1914 near Ypres. One subsequent account (L.A. 
Clutterbuck & W.T. Dooner, The bond of sacrifice (1917), i. 
291) recorded that,

“He fell while leading his men in a most gallant attempt to 
save a situation. He was shot on the Klein Zillebeke Ridge, 
near Ypres, and shouting to his men to line the ridge [he] 
was being carried out when he received another wound, and 
then begged his bearers to leave him and save themselves. 
He did not know what fear was”.

The Observer of November 20,1914, carried the following -

The manner in which Captain the Hon. Arthur O'Neill was 
killed in action is related in letters received by the family of 
the late 2nd Lt. W. S. Peterson, 2nd Life Guards, from three 
of his brother officers. The following are extracts from the 
letters:

“Yesterday afternoon, November 5, we were ordered to 
support and recapture a village out of which the French had 
been driven. The whole regiment dismounted and advanced 
under heavy rifle fire on the village, which was charged at 
the point of the bayonet by us. Your son - Lt. Peterson - was 
shot through the heart during this charge. I am most 
profoundly grieved; he was such a splendid fellow and such 
a great friend. 
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“We cleared the village at the point of the bayonet killing 
about 30 Germans and capturing about 20. I was the only 
officer left after this attack as our commanding officer, Major 
Dawn ey, a most gallant man, was killed sitting next to me in 
the trench by a shrapnel shell. We also lost Captain O'Neill, 
killed, and Mr. Johnson and Mr. Hobson wounded, during 
this attack.

“Our brigade, the regiment itself, were known to stay in the 
trenches longer than anyone else. Your brother died with 
two other officers of the regiment, Major Dawney, 
commanding, and Captain Arthur O'Neill, in driving the 
Germans back; they accomplished this work and in so doing 
actually saved most likely a great defeat of our arms; the 
fact is recognised by the General. I heard - I do not vouch 
for the truth of it - your brother (Peterson) killed 16 Germans 
before he was killed.
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“As the senior officer left with the regiment, and as I was 
also the squadron leader,   I write to let you know that he 
(Peterson) died leading his troops most gallantly as we 
advanced under enemy fire”.

This was not O’Neill’s first experience of military action, as 
he had also taken part in the Boer War. 

Born on 19 September 1876, he was the eldest surviving 
son of Edward, 2nd Baron O’Neill, of Shane’s Castle, 
County Antrim, and his wife, Lady Louisa, whose father was 
the 11th Earl of Dundonald. 

Educated at Eton, he joined the 4th militia battalion of the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders before transferring to the 
2nd Life Guards in May 1897. He was promoted to 
lieutenant in June 1898. He served in South Africa during 
the Boer War, taking part in the relief of Kimberley ; 
operations in the Orange Free State and the Cape Colony; 
and actions at Driefontein and Colesberg. He was awarded 
the Queen’s South Africa medal with three clasps. Promoted 
to captain in January 1902, he then served as adjutant of his 
regiment for a year.

The O’Neill family had long provided representatives for 
County Antrim, and O’Neill’s father sat for the constituency 
from 1863 until 1880. The county was divided into four 
separate seats in 1885, and O’Neill’s uncle Robert was 
elected for the Mid Antrim constituency. When Robert retired 
after a quarter of a century in the Commons, his shoes were 
filled by O’Neill, who was elected without a contest at both 
the general elections of 1910. When first adopted as 
parliamentary candidate, he promised to ‘use his best efforts 
to combat Home Rule in any form whatever’, and he was 
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among those who supported Edward Carson in his staunch 
opposition to the Liberal government’s Home Rule Bill.

Described as ‘musical, a good shot, and fond of all sports’, 
O’Neill was a rare contributor to debate in the Commons. 
His first major speech, 27 June 1910, was on alterations in 
army regulations which affected officers who were Members 
of the Commons. Given his untimely death in action, it is 
rather poignant to read his assertion that he was ‘very glad’ 
to ‘think that we in this House may be called upon 
compulsorily to serve on active service’. 

Having gone on half-pay in the army when he took up his 
parliamentary duties in January 1910, O’Neill resumed his 
position as a captain in the 2nd Life Guards when war broke 
out in 1914, rejoining his regiment just three weeks before 
his death. He is commemorated on the Menin Gate and with 
a heraldic shield in the Commons chamber.

The Witness, a Presbyterian weekly paper, carried this 
report on Friday November 13, 1914 -  

“At a special meeting of Ballymena Presbytery, – Rev. W. 
Ramsay (Moderator) presiding -- the following resolution 
was adopted, on the motion of Rev. David Cummins, 
 seconded by Rev. Andrew Patton,  and supported by the 
Moderator, and Revs. E. F. Simpson and R. M McC. 
Gilmour:

“The Presbytery of Ballymena have heard with profound 
sorrow of the death of the Honourable Arthur O'Neill, M.P. 
for Mid-Antrim and captain in his Majesty's regiment of Life 
Guards. Though early death has come to him in the noble 
discharge of patriotic duty when fighting for his country – 
and no mere glorious death would have been desired for 
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himself – the Presbytery realise fully the very serious loss 
there is in his removal to the Army, to the Parliament of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and chiefly to Lady Annabel 
O'Neill and her children, and to his bereaved and sorrowing 
parents Lord and Lady O'Neill. By his kindly disposition, his 
gentle and courteous manner,  his readiness to serve 
others, and his efficiency in service, and by the example of 
his stainless life, Captain O'Neill commended himself to the 
constituency he served so faithfully within and without the 
House of Commons. As members of his constituency the 
Presbytery of Ballymena mourn the loss in him of an 
honourable and high-minded representative, whose zeal for 
the welfare of his constituents was as earnest and sustained 
as has been his courage in fighting for his country's 
interests, and meeting death on the battlefield. The 
Presbytery respectfully tender to Lady Annabel O'Neill and 
to Lord and Lady O'Neill their cordial sympathy in their hour 
of bereavement and sorrow, and reverently commend them 
to the sustaining and comforting grace of the God of all 
consolations.

The family tradition of parliamentary and military service 
continued after O’Neill’s death. His younger brother the Hon. 
(Robert William) Hugh O’Neill was elected in his place for 
Mid Antrim at a by-election in February 1915. His youngest 
son, Terence O’Neill (1914-90), who was only two months 
old when O’Neill died, was a long-serving member of the 
Stormont Parliament, and was Prime Minister of Northern 
Ireland from 1963 until 1969. O’Neill’s other sons, Brian and 
Shane, were killed in action during the Second World War.

Acknowledgments - Dr Kathryn Rix, The History of 
Parliament, L.A. Clutterbuck & W.T. Dooner, The bond of 
sacrifice, The Observer.
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On this Day - November 4 

1921
The Nazi Party's paramilitary Sturmabteilung or 'SA' is 
founded. They become known as the "brown-shirts."
1939 

The United States modified its neutrality stance in World 
War II to allow ”cash and carry” purchases of arms by 
belligerents, a policy favoring Britain and France.

Rear-Admiral Hugh Sinclair, head of British Secret 
Intelligence Service (MI6), died of cancer. Succeeded by his 
deputy, Colonel Stewart Menzies.

1941 

Finnish forces capture the Baltic naval base of Hang that 
Finland was compelled to lease to the Soviets in 1940.

Units of 11th Army capture Fedosia in the Crimea.
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1942 

The Italian 20th Motorized Corps is destroyed. Rommel re-
issues his orders for retreat with only 12 tanks left. 10,724 
Axis prisoners are taken by the British, including nine 
generals.

Carlson’s Raiders (US Marines) land at Aola Point, 
Guadalcanal to harass Japanese behind lines.

1943 

Quote from Nazi newspaper, Der Stürmer, published by 
Julius Streicher – “It is actually true that the Jews have, so 
to speak, disappeared from Europe and that the Jewish 
‘Reservoir of the East’ from which the Jewish pestilence has 
for centuries beset the peoples of Europe has ceased to 
exist. But the Fuhrer of the German people at the beginning 
of the war prophesied what has now come to pass.”

The U.S. Fifth Army captures Isernia, 50 miles North of 
Naples and links up with Eighth Army moving North West 
from Foggia. US casualties in Mediterranean since the 
landings in North Africa is given as 31,126.

A Russian breakout to the North of Kiev is achieved with 
their tank army’s driving throughout the night.

Continued on next page

Page 8



November 4

Roll of Honour - November 4 
Representing their comrades who died on this day

1914

+O'NEILL, Arthur Edward Bruce
2nd Life Guards.Captain. was killed in action on 04/11/1914. 
Age 38. Born 19/09/1876. Second son of Baron O'Neill of 
Shane's Castle, Randalstown and his wife Louisa Katherine 
Emma. He had married Annabel Crewe-Milnes on the 
21/01/1902 at St Paul's Church, Knightsbridge, London. He 
was the MP for Mid-Antrim and was the first MP to die in the 
war. He has no known grave and is commemorated on the 
Ypres Memorial (Menin Gate), Belgium. Captain A E B 
O'Neill was the father of Captain Terence Marne O'Neill, 
later PM of Northern Ireland. He lived at Glebe, Ahoghill.

+PHILLIPS, Thomas McCann 
RAMC. Captain. MiD. Died 04/11/1914 from wounds 
received in battle. Age 24. Although only sent to the front on 
03/10/1914, Captain Phillips had seen some very heavy 
fighting since he went out, being continuously in the firing 
line. He had been mentioned in despatches.

Letters from Major E. C. Hayes, officer commanding 21st 
Field Ambulance, and Lieut.Colonel J. G. M'Naught, officer 
in charge of No. 4 Clearing Hospital, gave particulars. He 
was attached to Major Hayes' ambulance, and had a 
dressing station established in a cottage near to the firing 
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line. This cottage came under shell fire on the morning of 
the 3rd November, and Captain Phillips and Lieutenant 
Richardson who were in occupation had to leave it, but no 
sooner had they done so than they were both struck by a 
shell, which killed Richardson and mortally wounded Capt 
Phillips. In addition the same shell wounded about fifteen 
other men of the R.A.M.C. Captain Phillips was then brought 
to an hospital in Ypres, and seemed well and cheery 
considering the nature of his wounds but the next day, as 
the hospital in Ypres was being shelled, he had to be 
removed with others to a clearing hospital at Popperinghe, 
about seven miles away, where he was placed under the 
care of Colonel M'Naught but at this time he was 
unconscious and only survived a very short time. His 
remains were buried in the local cemetery at Popperinghe, 
and the spot is marked by a wooden cross. Major Hayes, in 
writing of his death, states that it was a great loss in the unit 
on account of his reliability and efficiency.

Captain Phillips was a son of the late Rev. J. G. and Mrs. 
Anne Phillips, of Damascus, in which city he was born. The 
family later lived in Ahoghill. He received his early education 
in RBAI, Trent College, Nottingham, and later in Campbell 
College, where he played in the famous School Cup team of 
1897-98. He graduated from Queen's College, Belfast in 
1905, and shortly after received his commission in the Royal 
Army Medical Corps, taking first place in the examination. 
Captain Phillips was home on leave from India, and on the 
outbreak of war was posted to Victoria Barracks, Belfast. 
Poperinge Communal Cemetery.
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1916

+NESBITT, Robert Matthew
Lancashire Fusiliers, 16th Bn. Private. 30054.Died 
04/11/1918. Aged 36. Son of Samuel Nesbitt, of Belfast, and 
the late Mary Nesbitt. Premont British Cemetery, Aisne, 
France. Family Memorial, Dundonald Cemetery

1918

+AGNEW, Stewart

New Zealand Rifle Brigade, 3rd Btn. Rifleman. 80589. Died 
04/11/1918 of Illness. Age 22. Born 19/09/1896 in 
Drumnacannon, Upperlands.Son of William and Ann Jane 
Agnew. Stewart emigrated to New Zealand. He enlisted 
there on 11/12/1917. He had been working as a labourer. 
He arrived at the front in France on 04/10/1918. Soon after, 
he contracted influenza. He was admitted to Cannock 
Chase Military Hospital in England on 28/10/1918. His 
influenza was complicated by pneumonia. He died just a few 
days before the end of the war. Cannock Chase War 
Cemetery, Cannock, Staffordshire

+HUNSDALE, James 
RN. Stoker 1st Class. SS/112672. HMS General Wolfe. Died 
04/11/1918 in Chatham RN Hospital of pneumonia. Enrolled 
13/08/1912 for 5 and 7 years. War service in Vanguard, 
Pembroke II and General Wolfe (27/10/1915 - 04/11/1918). 
Born Belfast 05/08/1894. Dunvegan St., Belfast. Gillingham 
(Woodlands) Cemetery, Kent. IMR. ADM 188/1118/112672

KERR, Albert Ernest
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RN. Stoker Second Class. K53487. Enrolled 28/08/1918 for 
hostilities. In Victory II. Demobbed 28/02/1919. Born 
Coleraine 04/11/1899. ADM 188/969/53487

Recruiting office in Clifton Street, Belfast during WW2

+LIGGETT, George  
Royal Field Artillery, "C" Bty. 79th Bde. Gunner. 101082. 
Died 04/11/1918. Aged 32. Son of Martha and the late 
William George Liggett. Vis - En - Artois Memorial, Pas de 
Calais, France. Family Memorial, Dundonald Cemetery
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+ROWAN, A  
Royal Irish Rifles, 3rd Bn. Rifleman. 504. Died 04/11/1918. 
Aged 21. Son of William Rowan, of 28, Athens St., Belfast. 
Dundonald Cemetery

1941

+McKEE, Charles  
Worcestershire Regiment, 1st Bn. Private. 2718886. Died 
04/11/1941. Aged 19. Son of Robert and Georgina McKee, 
of Carrickfergus. Asmara War Cemetery, Eritrea

1943

+DICKIE, Thomas Lynas  
RAFVR. Sergeant. 1544971. Died 04/10/1943. Aged 22. 
196 Sqdn. Son of Robert and Edith Williams Dickie of 
Belfast. Knockbreda Cemetery

+McILROY, Patrick Joseph 
RAFVFR. Aircraftman 2nd Class. 1798886. Died 
04/11/1943. Aged 21. Son of James McIlroy, and of Ellen 
McIlroy of Whitehouse. Whitehouse (Our Lady's Acre) 
Roman Catholic Cemetery

+REA, Charles Arthur

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 2nd Btn. Captain. 184755. Died 
04/11/1943. Aged 32. Son of William Robert and Alice Jane 
Rea; husband of Mabel Winifred Rea, of Shepherd's Bush, 
London. Cassino War Cemetery, Italy. Hamilton Road 
Presbyterian Church, Bangor

+TOOLE, Edwin Archibald  
Royal Canadian Air Force. Flight Sergeant (Flight Engineer). 
R/53246. Died 04/11/1943. Aged 24. 148 (R.A.F.) Sqdn. Son 
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of Frederick and Rachel Toole; husband of Anna Toole, of 
Belfast. Belgrade War Cemetery, Serbia

VETERANS

KERR, Albert Ernest 
RN. Stoker Second Class. K53487. Enrolled 28/08/1918 for 
hostilities. In Victory II. Demobbed 28/02/1919. Born 
Coleraine 04/11/1899. ADM 188/969/53487

ROYAL NAVAL DIVISION 
THEY SERVED AND RETURNED

BRADBURY, William
RN. Surgeon. Press report: Lisburn Surgeon wins DSO. 
“Surgeon (acting Staff Surgeon) William Bradbury, MB., RN., 
in recognition of his services with the Royal Naval Division 
in Gallipoli and France. As medical officer of the Hawke 
Battalion, Royal Naval Division, in Gallipoli, he did 
exceptionally good work, often under the most taxing 
circumstances.

“Surgeon Bradbury is the younger son of Mr. Samuel 
Bradbury, Pear Tree Hill, Lisburn. He is an old Queen’s man, 
and after taking his degree in 1908 entered the Naval 
Medical Service. He went to China in 1912, and for his 
services during the rebellion of 1913 was decorated by the 
Chinese government. Early in the present war he served on 
a mine-sweeper, and subsequently with the Royal Naval 
Division at the Dardanelles (where he was wounded in 
June, 1915) and in France.” - Lisburn Standard 28/06/1918 
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KEERY, James
RMLI. Serjeant. Prior to the war he worked in the netting 
department of Hilden Mill. He enlisted shortly after the 
outbreak of war and landed in the Dardanelles unhurt. He 
was reported missing on 24/03/1918. Later his mother was 
notified that he was well and was a prisoner of war in 
Germany. Wesley St., Lisburn. - Lisburn Standard 
05/07/1918

LOGAN, William
RMLI. Private. Volunteered for active service in 1914 and 
served on the Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey. He was seriously 
wounded in the chest in 1915 and subsequently discharged 
from military service on medical grounds in January 1917 
(aged about 20 years). After the War he was employed as 
the postman for Portstewart town. His parents, Mr. James 
(fisherman) and Mrs. Violet Logan, lived at The Cottages, 
Coleraine Road, Portstewart. Portstewart Presbyterian 
Church RH and PCI RH

Every day is a Remembrance 
Day 

We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.
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Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts - and 
please share with your friends

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
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