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Royal 
Inniskilling 
Fusilier 
awarded 
Victoria 
Cross

On September 29, 
1918 Ernest 
Seaman, a 25 year-
old Lance Corporal 
with the 2nd 
Battalion The Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers, 
was awarded the 
Victoria Cross for 

his actions at Terhand, Belgium.


Ernest Seaman (1893-1918) was born on Wednesday 16th 
August 1893 Heigham, Norwich, England. Ernest Seaman 
was the youngest of seven sons to Henry and Sarah 
Elizabeth Seaman, who also had two daughters.  Ernest 
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went to the local Church of 
England school and was still 
quite young when his father 
died. His mother later married 
Edward Palmer, landlord of 
the Kings Head Inn at Scole, 
on the Norfolk / Suffolk 
border.

Ernest Seaman left school at 
14 and tried a variety of jobs 
before moving to Trimley in 
Suffolk where he lived with an 
aunt while working as a 
pageboy at the Grand Hotel 
in Felixstowe. He later 
worked as a steward on P & 
O liners plying between 
Britain and India and as a 
‘billiard-marker’ at the exotically styled Cocoa Tree Club in 
St James’ Street, Piccadilly. He worked there for three years 
before emigrating to Canada in 1912. He returned to 
England in 1915 and tried to enlist in the Army, but was 
initially turned down as medically unfit, however, on 
26/12/1915 he finally enlisted at Le Havre as A/367702 in 
the Army Service Corps (ASC) Canteens, where he was 
employed as a baker.

The army’s urgent requirements in the aftermath of the 
Somme offensive and the hard fighting that followed in the 
spring and summer around Arras and Ypres help explain 
how a once rejected recruit from Norfolk ended up wearing 
the cap badge of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers as part of 
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the Ulster Division, a formation born out of a pre-war loyalist 
volunteer force raised to resist Irish unity and nationalism.

By 1917, because of heavy British casualties, more men 
were needed to fight, and after re-examination Ernie was 
transferred into the infantry. He joined the 2nd Battalion 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, and on 03/02/1918 the battalion 
transferred to the 109th Brigade, 36th (Ulster) Division. 
 Army records show that had he survived the war he would 
have been transferred back to the bakery! 

Ernest Seaman saw considerable action with the 2nd 
Battalion around Ypres and Passchendaele, being promoted 
to Lance Corporal in early September just fourteen days 
before he was killed. Ernest Seaman and his colleagues of 
‘A’ Company were involved in fierce fighting near the tiny 
village of Terhand, north of the Menin Road, in the Ypres 
salient, it was here that he would lay down his life.    

On 29th September 1918, when the right flank of his 
company was held up by a nest of enemy machine-guns, 
Lance-Corporal Seaman with great courage and initiative, 
rushed forward under heavy fire with his Lewis gun and 
engaged the machine gun position single-handed, capturing 
two machine-guns and 12 prisoners, and killing one officer 
and two men. Later in the day he again rushed another 
enemy machine-gun post, capturing the gun under very 
heavy fire. He was killed immediately afterwards.   

Captain V.E.S. Mattocks, Officer Commanding A Company 
wrote:  "He was one of the best soldiers whom I had ever 
met, an excellent soldier in every sense of the word, and 
very keen to do his duties. He always volunteered to help in 
any extra work that had to be done, no matter how 
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Royal Irish 
Chapel in 
Belfast 
Cathedral 

dangerous or 
difficult, and 
for his 
constant 
devotion to 
duty and 
gallantry in 
voluntarily 
attending his 
wounded 
colleagues 
under heavy 
fire, I 

recommended his being awarded the Military Medal”.

Even as the 2nd Inniskillings made their way forward in late 
September 1918 for what many hoped would be the last 
great push to victory, there was talk, unofficially, of him 
being awarded a Military Medal for bravery, having been 
recommended by his company commander for his “constant 
devotion to duty and his gallantry in voluntarily attending his 
wounded comrades under heavy fire”.

Ernest was part of a large British force assigned the 
formidable task of battling over a desolate terrain laid waste 
during the previous year’s Passchendaele fighting and 
freeing a war-torn corner of Flanders that had been 
occupied for the best part of four years.
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As well as maintaining the pressure on an increasingly 
beleaguered German army, this largely forgotten operation 
was, according to its latest chronicler, hugely symbolic. “For 
so long,” says historian Dennis Williams, “the British army 
had been cooped up in the so-called Ypres Salient and lost 
many thousands of men trying to hold on to this little piece 
of Belgium and now, at last, they were on the advance, in 
support of the country they had gone to war for.”

Dubbed the ‘Liberation Offensive’, it was launched on 
September 28 to great success with some units making 
gains of more than 6,000 yards, an almost unimaginable 
distance in such a shell-pocked wilderness.

The following day it was the turn of Ernest’s unit to join the 
van of the assault. Their mission, as part of an Inniskilling 
brigade, was to capture the village of Terhand. It promised 
and proved to be the sternest of tests.

“Despite the previous day’s advance the Germans were still 
fighting hard,” says Williams. “And the quality of their troops, 
particularly their machine-gun units which represented a 
large part of the defence, was very good.” Furthermore, as 
Williams points out, the ground “leant itself to defence” and 
the British units, some for the first time, were fighting in 
open country beyond the limits of their experience which 
had largely been confined to trench warfare.

“No longer”, in the words of the Ulster division’s historian, 
were they faced by “the sea of mud and shell-holes of the 
old Salient battle-ground”, but by a landscape laced with 
hedgerows and dotted with farm-buildings that were bristling 
with machine-guns, “singly or in nests of from two to five” 
that were “cleverly disposed in depth”.
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Pavement 
memorial, 
Norwich

And of all the 
defences, none, 
according to the 
Inniskillings’ 
own account, 
were stronger 
nor more 
cunningly 
concealed than 
those facing 
Ernest’s 
battalion on the 
right. Indeed, 
they might have 

proved insurmountable but for his remarkable intervention.

After their initial rapid progress which began around 9.30am, 
just as days of cold, drenching rain gave way to a fitful 
autumn sun, their attack slowed and threatened to stall in 
the face of stiffening opposition.

Ernest’s company on the extreme right flank was hardest 
hit. Flailed by a withering fire, they were forced to take 
cover. All except Ernest. For reasons which only he could 
explain, he was seen to suddenly leap to his feet and rush 
straight for the “nest” of enemy machine-guns that was the 
source of the lethal hold-up.

More by luck than judgment, he miraculously escaped the 
hail of bullets directed at him and single-handedly silenced 
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the position, killing one officer and two men with well-
directed fire from his Lewis gun and capturing the remainder 
of the 15-strong garrison together with two machine-guns.

What senior officers called an act of “great courage and 
initiative” bordered on the suicidal, but Ernest was not quite 
done yet. Later in the day, when another enemy post 
brought the advance to another grinding halt, he repeated 
his earlier success, braving “heavy fire” to charge alone a 
third machine-gun. 

Again, he emerged triumphant, but the fortune that had 
favoured his brave, some might say recklessly brave, 
assaults had been all used up. Barely had the enemy gun 
fallen silent than Ernest’s luck ran out. In the prosaic 
language of the official account of his action, “he was killed 
immediately after”.

Although he never knew it, his company’s ultimate victory, in 
pushing forward “to its objective” and capturing “many 
prisoners” was “entirely due” to what his company 
commander called his “extraordinary acts of gallantry”.

Six weeks later, with the iconic Ypres Salient thoroughly 
eliminated and the Belgian Channel coast liberated, the 
Germans finally agreed to an Armistice that signalled the 
end of the First World War. Three days later, Ernest 
Seaman’s grieving mother learned that her son’s last and 
greatest action in an otherwise largely undistinguished life 
had been crowned by the posthumous award of a Victoria 
Cross “for most conspicuous bravery… near Terhand”.

Ernest’s body was not recovered after the action, and he is 
commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Passchendaele. 
His commanding officer recommendation was surpassed. 
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Instead of a MM, Ernest was awarded a posthumous VC. 
On 13th February 1919 at Buckingham Palace, King George 
V presented the medal to Ernest Seaman’s mother Sarah. 

In the early 1940’s the medal was donated to the trustees of 
the Royal Army Service Corps, by Colonel W. Wordie OBE 
T.D. Honorary Colonel 52nd (Lowland) Divisional R.A.S.C., 
after it was purchased privately at a public auction.

Tyne Cot Memorial, VC memorial Royal Irish Chapel  at 
Belfast Cathedral.
Acknowledgments - Victoria Crosses on the Western Front: Cambrai to the 
Battle of St Quentin, by Paul Oldfield, published by Pen & Sword

Pouring with Rain - Troops Fed Up: British Second Army and the Liberation 
Offensive in Flanders 1918, by Dennis Williams, published by Helion & 
Company

Roll of Honour - September 29 
Representing their comrades who died on this day

1915
+FORBES, John Donald

Lancashire Fusiliers, attached South Lancashire Regiment. 
Second Lieutenant. Died 29/09/1915. Age 19. RBAI. Joined 
the QUB Training Corps 27/11/1914. A month later, on 
28/12/1914, he obtained his commission and went to France 
on 16/07/1915. On 29/09/1915 the Battalion was at 
Vierstraat, south-west of Ypres in Belgium and John was 
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injured in N3 trench as a result of an accident with a West 
spring gun, a bomb-throwing catapult used to fling bombs 
and hand grenades in a high trajectory into enemy trenches; 
it required five men to operate it – three to compress the 
springs, one to load the bomb and one to fire as soon as the 
fuse was lit or the pin was pulled.  He was taken to No. 10 
Casualty Clearing Station but died as a result of his wounds. 
Son of John and Annie Caldwell Forbes, of "Sunbury," 
Cadogan Park, Belfast. Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, 
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. RNIYC WM, RBAI WM, QUB 
RH

1916

+DAVISON, S 

Royal Irish Fusiliers, 6th Btn. Private. 6962. Died 
29/09/1916. Strauma Military Cemetery, Greece

1918

+CLAY, Thomas 

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 9th Btn. Company Quartermaster 
Serjeant.11237. Died 29/09/1918. Age 27. Son of Mary Clay, 
of Lambeg, Lisburn, and the late Thomas Clay. Birr Cross 
Roads Cemetery, Belgium

+DIVER, Thomas  
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, A Coy, 2nd Btn. previously of the 
10th Inniskilling (Derry Volunteers). Lance-Corporal. 15459. 
MM. Died 29/09/1918. Aged 20. Son of George William and 
Elizabeth Diver nee Wilson, of 5 North Street, Rosemount, 
Londonderry. Previously of 24 Creggan Road, 
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Londonderry.Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonebeke,West-
Vlaanderen, Belgium

+DYSART, J S 

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 2nd Btn. Private.19114. Died 
29/09/1918. Age 30. Son of Hugh Dysart; husband of Mary 
Dysart (nee Cameron), of Shuttle Hill, Coleraine, 
Londonderry. Dadizeele New British Cemetery, Belgium

+FERGUSON, James 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 2nd Bth. Private. 26143. Died 
29/09/1918. Age 21. Born 12/03/1897, the youngest son of 
John and Margaret Ferguson of Ardtrea, County 
Londonderry. By 1911 his mother had died. James had left 
school and was working on his father’s farm. He enlisted in 
Newtownards, County Down. Dadizeele New British 
Cemetery, Moorslede, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium

+HUXLEY, James Alexander
Canadian Infantry (Alberta Regiment), 49th. Btn. Private. 
436912. Died 29/09/1918. St.Olle British Cemetery, Nord, 
France 

+LOGAN, Joseph
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 9th Btn. Private. 12080. Died 
29/09/1918. Age 20. Born 28/02/1898 in the Bellaghy area, 
the eldest son of Patrick and Rose Logan. His father was a 
weaver. The family later lived at Lemnaroy, Castledawson 
Co. Londonderry. Joseph enlisted in Cookstown. Birr Cross 
Roads Cemetery, Ypres (Ieper), West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Cookstown WM
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+McCANDLESS, David 
Australian Infantry, 31st Btn. Corporal. 2998. Died 
29/09/1918. Prior to the War David had served in the Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers for about 8 years and spent a further 4 
years in the Reserve. He emigrated to Australia where he 
worked as a farmer and enlisted in the Australian Imperial 
Force at Sydney, New South Wales, on 05/02/1916. On 
14/03/1916 he was appointed E.D.P. Sergeant in the 31st 
Battalion and embarked from Sydney on H.M.A.T. Anchises. 
David arrived in Egypt on 16/04/1916 where he reverted to 
the rank of Private. He was again appointed E.D.P. 
Sergeant on 04/05/1916. However he was admonished on 
17/05/1916 at Tel-el-Kebir for "conduct to the prejudice of 
good order and military discipline" after creating a 
disturbance after "lights out" by talking in a loud voice. On 
18/05/1916 he again reverted to Private. He embarked on 
H.M.T. "Franconia" at Alexandria, Egypt, on 06/06/1916, 
arrived at Plymouth, England, on 16/06/1916 and proceeded 
on to Etaples, France. He was promoted to the substantive 
ranks of Lance-Corporal (03/10/1916), Corporal 
(16/01/1917) and then to Sergeant (23/01/1917). David was 
in hospital and then convalescing in France for about 10 
weeks during the Summer of 1917 suffering from abscesses 
in the throat and abdomen. Then on 13/09/1917 a Field 
General Courts Martial found him guilty of the charge that 
"he at Harfleur on 02/09/1917, when in charge of a Guard, 
permitted to escape" a prisoner committed to his charge". 
He was sentenced to be reduced in rank to Corporal. During 
action on 26/09/1917 he received a shrapnel wound in his 
back and he spent about 18 weeks in hospital and 
convalescing in France. He returned to the Line on 
16/09/1918 but sadly on Sunday, 29/09/1918 he was 
wounded in the head by a machine gun bullet during 
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operations on the outskirts of Bellicourt, France. He was 
rendered unconscious and immediately removed to a 
Dressing Station where died of his wounds. His parents, Mr. 
David (retired farmer) and Mrs. Nancy McCandless, lived at 
Warren Cottages, Chimney Hills, Portstewart; he was their 
third son and was born about 1877. Portstewart WM, 
Portstewart Presbyterian Church' WM, PCI RH, IMR. Villers-
Bretonneux Memorial (France).

+McKELVEY, Hugh

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 1st Btn. Serjeant. 27373. Died 
29/09/1918. Aged 22. Son of Hugh and Annie McKelvey, of 
34, Albert Place, Sion Mills, Co. Tyrone. Tyne Cot Memorial, 
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 

+McKEOWN, James
Royal Irish Fusiliers. Private. 4811. Died 29/09/1918. Age 
27. Eldest son of Patrick and Elizabeth McKeown. Born 
about 1891 in Portadown. James lived in Portadown and his 
family were a family of weavers. Husband to Teresa 
McKeown, of Union Place, Dungannon. Sailly-Labourse 
Communal Cemetery Extension, Bethune, Pas de Calais, 
France

+McPHERSON, David

Royal Scots Fusiliers. 2nd Btn. Private. 205340. Died 
29/09/1918. Aged 21. Son of Mr. D. and Mrs. Janie 
McPherson, of Glasgow; husband to Jane McPherson, of 
47, Waterloo Rd., Larne. Terlincthun  British Cemetery, 
Wimille (near Boulogne), Pas de Calais, France. Larne WM
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+REID Alexander
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 2nd Btn. Corporal. 19072. Died 
29/09/1918. Age 40. Enlisted in Londonderry. Son of George 
and Elizabeth Reid, of Annaginney, Dungannon. Tyne Cot 
Memorial, Zonebeke,West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Dungannon WM

+SEAMAN, Ernest  VC

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 2nd Bn. Lance Corporal. 42364. 
Died 29/09/1918. Aged 25. See article above. Son of Mrs. 
Sarah Seaman. Born at Norwich, Norfolk. Tyne Cot, West-
Vlaanderen, Belgium, Belfast Cathedral, Ulster Tower, 
Somme, Felixstowe WM

1918

+WILSON, James Gamble
South Staffordshire, 1st/6th. Private. 32696 Died 29/09/1918 
Age 27. LOL 1464. Son of James and Harriett Wilson, 
Downpatrick. Bellicourt British Cemetery

1919

+McGUIGAN, Millar
North Irish Horse. Died 29/09/1919. He was born on 
15/06/1897 at Ballyclare, the last of ten children of mechanic 
Samuel McGuigan and his wife Susan. His mother died just 
a year later. By the time of the 1911 Census he was living 
with his aunt, cousin and four siblings at 18 Main Street, 
Ballyclare, and working as a bread server's assistant. His 
father died at the Union Infirmary, Antrim, three years later.
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McGuigan enlisted in the North Irish Horse on 08/11/1915. 
Between 1916 and 1918 he embarked for France, where he 
was posted to one of the three squadrons of the 1st North 
Irish Horse Regiment.

On 02/03/1919 McGuigan was demobilised and transferred 
to Class Z, Army Reserve. By then, however, he had 
contracted pulmonary tuberculosis. A medical board 
concluded that the disease was attributable to his military 
service, and he was granted a pension from 03/09/1919. 
McGuigan died at Ballygallagh, County Antrim, on 29 
September and was buried in the Ballyclare New Cemetery. 

One of Private McGuigan's brothers, Samuel, also served in 
the war, in the 14th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary 
Force. On 10 August 1918 he was wounded in his right 
thigh. He died at Graylingwell War Hospital, Chichester, 
three weeks later, and was buried in the Ballyclare New 
Cemetery. 

At the time McGuigan was not officially identified as a 
casualty of the war, although his name appears on the 
Ballyclare War Memorial. A submission was made to the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, through the In 
From the Cold Project, seeking a correction to this 
oversight. 

1940

+ANDERSON, Charles William Michael
RAFVR. Leading Aircraftman. 534418. Died 29/09/1940. 
Aged 21.      RAFPE QUB 1943. Son of William John and 
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Martha Anderson, Belfast. Alexandria (Chatby) Military And 
War Memorial Cemetery,Egypt. QUB RH

1941

+MARTIN, Henry

RAFVR. Sergeant (Wireless Op./Air Gunner). 950327. Died 
29/09/1941. Aged 26. 99 Sqdn. Son of Tom and Sarah 
Martin, of Lurgan. Ringhall (St. Catherine) Churchyard, 
Suffolk

1943

+STEWART, James Dixon

SRAFVR. Sergeant (Air Gunner).1537758. Died 
29/09/1943. Aged 20. 158 Sqdn. Son of John and Elisabeth 
Stewart, of Londonderry. Ameland (NES) General Cemetery, 
Friesland, Netherlands

1944

+TAYLOR, William Cummings 
RAFVR. Corporal. 1076948. Died 29/09/1944. He was taken 
prisoner of war in the Pacific theatre of operations. He was 
one of 650 Allied prisoners of war held in horrendous 
conditions on board Japanese "Hell Ship" the Maros Maru in 
1944. He was taken prisoner of war in the Pacific theatre of 
operations. In 1944, Allied raids took place on the islands of 
Ambon, Huruku, and Celebes. The Maros Maru was struck 
as she retreated from Ambon Island, Indonesia to Java, 
Indonesia in August 1944. Singapore Memorial, Kranji War 
Cemetery, Singapore, Column 437. Family memorial, 
Belfast City Cemetery.
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VETERAN

SHAW, William Samuel Jagoe

IMS. Lt Colonel. Midleton College. QCB 1889, MB RUI 
1897. BCh BAO MD QUB 1914. Superintendent Asylum. 
MO Central prison Hospital. Lieutenant IMS Jan 1903. Major 
July 1914. Lt Colonel 1922. Son of Mr Shaw, Midleton, Co. 
Cork. Died 29/09/1952, Moundsmere, Durrant Rd, 
Parkstone, Dorset

Every day is a Remembrance 
Day 

We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts

Page 16



September 29

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
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