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The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme,
bears the names of 72,316 officers and men of the United Kingdom and
South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 March
1918 and have no known grave.

Insights of journalist in North Irish Horse
in WW1
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Robert Sterling was born on 11 September 1891 at
Tandragee, Banbridge, County Armagh, the first of three
children of rent office clerk (later town clerk and estate
agent) Samuel Sterling and his wife Ann Jane (nee
McLoughlin).
He was educated at Tandragee National School. His mother
died when Robert was just six years old and nine months
later his father married Sarah Atkinson. By 1911 he was
living at Tandragee with his father and step-mother, a
brother, half brother, three half sisters and his grandfather,
and working as a newspaper reporter.
Sterling enlisted in the North Irish Horse at Newry on 30
April 1913 (No.844 – later Corps of Hussars No.71129). He
embarked for France with C Squadron on 20 August 1914,
seeing action in the retreat from Mons and advance to the
Aisne. He was promoted to lance corporal on 4 October and
corporal on 16 December.
Sterling wrote a number of letters home from France which
were published in local newspapers. Some are shown
below:
OCTOBER 1914
I am in the best of health and still at the front. We have
been under fire on several occasions but have come out
lucky. We have only lost a few men.
OCTOBER 1914
Until recently we have been hard at it, but now (15th
October) we are having a comparatively easy and
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comfortable time,
doing General’s
mounted escort.

Robert Sterling
The North Irish
Horse have not
been out here just to
see the country. We
landed at Le Havre
over two months
ago, and after a
couple of days rest
entrained to St.
Quentin, arriving
just in time to join
the great retirement
of the British forces
after the terrible
battle at Mons. We came right back almost to Paris, and I
can tell you we got it tight. We were on the move continually
– sometimes night and day, and there were times we could
hardly get out of the saddle. We were mostly engaged on
flanking patrols and outposts, and we had several brushes
with Uhlan scouting parties. On one occasion we had our
Cossack posts put out near a small deserted village, whilst
the remainder of the troop, with our Officer (Captain
Richardson) were in a yard in the village feeding our horses.
Whilst there, the sentry informed us that he had seen a
German looking round the corner at the bottom of the village
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street.
It was not long until we had the saddles tightened up, and
out we dashed in the direction the German had been seen.
When we got round the corner we saw seven or eight
Germans galloping away as fast as they could. We gave hot
chase, firing after them, but as it is impossible to take aim
sitting on a galloping horse, we only succeeded in killing one
of them. The others had too much of a start, and scattered
in different directions. There were six of us, and had they
turned on us with their lances they might have done
damage. However, it is characteristic of the Uhlans to run
when fired upon; they are the greatest cowards I have ever
come across. The hottest time we have had yet was during
the Germans’ retirement from the Marne; they almost pinned
us and a crowd of the Lancers at a small village, and we
had to gallop out of it as hard as we could along a road
bordered with trees.
The bullets were cutting the leaves of the trees all around
us, and several of our horses were hit. A chap who was in
front of me had his horse shot dead under him, but he
succeeded in catching a horse belonging to a Lancer who
was killed, and on it he got clear. When we got off the road
into the open fields they got the big guns to play upon us,
and the shells tore up the earth all around. However, we got
safely to cover; but it was a terrible experience and one I
never wish to have again. It was a miracle we did not lose a
lot of men. I don’t know whether it has been mentioned in
the papers or not about the gallant action of one of our men
– a corporal named James White, from Lisbellaw, Co.
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Fermanagh.
He and a trooper, also named White (from Co. Monaghan)
were out on a reconnoitring patrol one afternoon when they
were fired on by a party of Germans secreted in the fringe of
a small plantation. Both men were wounded and Trooper
White’s horse was shot dead. Although suffering great
agony, and whilst still under fire, Corporal White succeeded
in getting his comrade up behind him on his own horse, and
both got away from further danger. White deserves every
credit for his heroic action. We have been at the battle of the
Marne and the Aisne, in fact we have been quite close to all
the big fighting, and we have seen sights we will never
forget. I came across the Cornwalls, and I was speaking to
some of the fellows who were stationed in Newry.
Commissioned in 1917, Mesopotamia and India
followed
On 3 March 1917 Sterling applied for a commission in the
cavalry. He left France on 23 April and after a period of
leave reported for duty at No.2 Cavalry Cadet Squadron,
Kildare, on 13 July. He was commissioned as a 2nd
lieutenant on 15 December 1917 and posted to the 2nd
Reserve Cavalry Regiment.
Soon after, Sterling was posted to the 7th (Queen's Own)
Hussars, which was then based in Mesopotamia. He
embarked at Southampton on 14 April 1918, arriving at
Basra a month later. Following a brief illness at Baghdad he
joined the 7th Hussars on 28 June. However less than a
month later he proceeded to India for "special duty".
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When news reached India of the Armistice on 11 November
1918 Sterling noted in his diary that:
... when the welcome news reached us, I naturally
anticipated celebrations of some sort, but no! The news
seemed to be received with indifference & one would have
imagined India had had nothing to do with the war at all. In
the Wheeler Club, more interest appeared to be taken in the
Meerut Races than in the cessation of hostilities! The war
hadn’t bothered them much evidently!
In December 1918 he returned to Mesopotamia where he
rejoined his regiment at Baghdad. On 29 March 1919 he
volunteered to serve in the Army of Occupation. He was
promoted to lieutenant on 15 June and two months later
was appointed commandant of the 3rd Prisoner of War
Labour Camp at Baghdad, with the rank of temporary
captain.
On 10 July 1920 he proceeded to Diwaniayeh to assume
duties of railway transport officer at the railhead there, "on
loan owing to the present military situation". At the end of
1920 Sterling left Mesopotamia and returned to the UK,
arriving at Southampton on 2 March 1921. He was
demobilised and relinquished his commission the following
day.
Sterling returned to work as a journalist. He married Ellen
Lennox Bell at Belfast on 26 September 1922. He died on 6
June 1939. One of the many obituaries published isrecorded
below.
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Obituary The Belfast News-Letter, 7 June 1939
We deeply regret to announce the death of Captain Robert
Sterling, chief reporter of the "Belfast News-Letter," which
occurred at his residence, Malavore, Cooldarragh Park, last
night.
Captain Sterling, who was a son of the late Mr. Samuel
Sterling, Town Clerk of Tandragee and brother of the present
Town Clerk, Mr. Joseph Sterling, began his journalistic
career on the "Portadown Express," and afterwards went to
Newry, where for some years he was editor of the "Newry
Telegraph."
In 1914 he went to France with the North Irish Horse ... and
served in France and Belgium until December, 1917, when
he came home to take up a commission in the 2nd Reserve
Cavalry Regiment (Hussars). In April, 1918, he was posted
to the 7th Queen's Own Hussars, and served with this unit in
Mesopotamia – with the exception of a short spell with the
21st Lancers on the North-West frontier of India – until
1919.
After returning from India he received his captaincy and was
engaged in the operations against the rebellious Arabs in
1920. He was Commandant of No. 3 Prisoners of War
Camp at Hinaidi, Baghdad, for a year and later R.T.O. at
Diwaniyiah and Hillah, being Administrative Commandant at
the latter place when he was demobilised.
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Captain Sterling joined the "Belfast News-Letter" reporting
staff in 1921, and all his work was carried out in a most
capable manner. He enjoyed the confidence of the directors
of this newspaper and the esteem of his colleagues in
journalism, who elected him chairman of the Ulster District
of the Institute of Journalists in 1926. When Mr. Frank
Johnston was appointed to be London Editor in 1928,
Captain Sterling succeeded him as chief reporter, a post
which called forth all his powers of initiative and organising
ability.
Eighteen months ago he had a severe illness and though he
recovered and was able to resume duty, his strength was
impaired. Some six weeks ago the trouble recurred and he
sank gradually.
Captain Sterling belonged to the Methodist Church. He had
been a member of Press Masonic Lodge, No. 432, for many
years, and was a member of the committee of the Ulster
District of the Institute of Journalists, and a member of the
local committee of the Press Fund.
He is survived by his wife – a daughter of the late Mr. Walter
Bell, of Magherafelt, and Mrs. Bell, of 22, Brookvale Avenue,
Belfast – and a son, aged 14 years.
+++++
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Sterling's brother Benjamin also served in the war, in the
Royal Marine Light Infantry. His cousin Robert Henry
Sterling served in the North Irish Horse.
More at http://www.northirishhorse.com.au/NIH/Images/People/
Full%20pictures/Sterling.html
Courtesy of The North Irish Horse in the Great War

Roll of Honour - September 11
Representing their comrades who died on this day
1914
+BRYANS, Henry Bryans
4th(Queen’s Own) Hussars. Private. 8793. Died 11/09/1914.
at the First Battle of Aisne in France. Age 21. Son of Samuel
and Rachel Bryans. Born in Caledon, County Tyrone. It is
believed the family moved from Caledon to Cambrai St,
Belfast sometime between 1897 and 1899. Henry worked as
labourer in an iron works. Henry was one of five Bryans
brothers who fought in the war. Two were killed; Henry and
Frederick. La Ferte-sous-Jouarre Memorial, Ferte, Seine et
Marne, France. Dungannon WM
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1916
+CARLISLE, Thomas McLenaghan
1/8th The King's (Liverpool Regiment). 306911 Private.
306911. Died 11/09/1916. Born at Ballytresna, Randalstown
07/08/1895. Son of farmer Thomas Carlisle and his wife
Eliza Ann Hives. He had six siblings. He was living at
Ballytresna, Drummaul in 1901 and 1911 (Census). Lived
and enlisted in Liverpool. Thiepval Memorial, Somme,
France
+McGRATH, Denis
1st Bn. Irish Guards. Private. 9560. Died 11/09/1916. Aged
28. Son of Denis and Catherine McGrath. Theipval
Memorial, Somme, France
+PURDY, Richard Shaw
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 6th Battalion attached 8th
Battalion. Second Lieutenant. Died 11/09/1916. Age 25.
Member of the QUB Training Corps 1915. Son of Joseph
and Mary Hannah Purdy; husband to Annie Maud Purdy,
Ormeau Road, Belfast. Corbie Communal Cemetery
Extension, Somme, France. QUB RH
1940
+DAVIDSON, John
Royal Ulster Rifles, 6th (H.D.) Btn. Rifleman. D/24391. Died
11/09/1940. Aged 48. Son of George and Mary Jane
Davidson; husband to Mary Jane Davidson, of Saintfield.
Saintfield C of I Churchyard
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+GREEN, Alexander William Valentine.
RAFVR. Pilot Officer. 78082. 235 Sqdn. Died 11/09/1940.
Aged 21. 235 Squadron. Took part in Battle of Britain.
Blenheim IV L9396 LA-E took off 1555 hrs from Thorney
Island. Shot down at 1730 hrs possibly by III/JG26 while
escorting Fleet Air Arm Fairey Albacores raiding Calais,
France. Born 14/02/1919. Son of Alexander and Mary of
Craigavad. Lurgan College and Campbell College.
Runnymede Memorial, Panel 8. Craigavad WM.
Dollingstown WM. 502 (Ulster) Squadron WM, St Anne’s
Cathedral, Belfast
+KIRKPATRICK, Andrew
Lancashire Fusiliers. Fusilier. 3456598. Died 11/09/1940.
Son of Catherine Kirkpatrick, of Belfast. Dundonald
Cemetery
1941
+BOWMAN, Joseph
RN. AB. D/JX 181601. Died 11/09/1941. Age 36. HMS
President III. Husband to Mabel Bowman, Ashton St.,
Belfast. (Belfast Weekly Telegraph 18/10/1941). Plymouth
Naval Memorial, Panel 46
+PHILLIPS, William Ward
Royal Artillery. Lance Bombardier.1535781. Died
11/09/1941. Aged 33. 7/4 Maritime Regt. Son of William and
Josephine Hamilton Phillips, of Holywood. Portsmouth
Naval Memorial, Panel 62
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1942
+MAGINN, Henry Howard
RAF. Sergeant (Air Gunner). 637636. Died 11/09/1942.
Aged 29. 15 Sqdn. Son of William and Adelaide Maginn, of
Portadown; husband to Emma Maginn, of Portadown.
Seagoe Church of Ireland churchyard
+MOORE,Thomas McMurtry
RAFVR. Flight Sergeant. 1026311. Died 11/09/1942. Aged
25. 233 Sqdn. Son of Thomas and Jeannie Moore, Belfast.
Gibraltar (North Front) Cemetery, Gibraltar
1943
+McBLAIN, William
Royal Artillery. Gunner.1472262. Died 11/09/1943. Aged 38.
5 Bty., 2 Lt. A.A. Regt. Son of Stewart and Margaret
McBlain; husband to Rose A. G. McBlain, of Newtownards.
Alamein Memorial, Egypt. Column 36. Newtownards WM
1944
+DOUGLAS, Alexander Archer Bruce
RN. Able Seaman. C/JX 234846. Date of Death:11/09/1944.
Age: 22. HM Submarine Sceptre on 10/11/1944 successfully
penetrated Bergen harbour. Son of James MacGregor
Douglas and Helen Douglas, Coleraine. Chatham Naval
Memorial, Panel 40.
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+McCONNELL, Charles
1st Btn. Royal Ulster Rifles. Rifleman. 7012767. Died
11/09/1944. Age 28. Son of James and Elizabeth
McConnell; husband to Catherine Jane McConnell, of
Belfast. Oscott College Cemetery, Birmingham
1945
+SMYTH, Eric
RAFVR. Leading Aircraftman.1148832. Died 11/09/1945.
Age 21. Died of malaria at Mount Vernon Hospital,
Northwood. Son of William John and Mary Ellen Smyth,
nee Brown of 11 Keswick Street, Shankill Rd., Belfast.
Dundonald Cemetery
VETERANS
EDWARDS, Thomas Kendrick
RNVR. Ord. Seaman. Campbell College. BSc, QUB 1942.
Born 19/10/1925. Son of C K Edwards, The Forge, New
Forge Lane, Belfast. Mechanical engineer. Died 11/09/1972.
McINTYRE, William James
Gunner (Service Number 115695), Royal Garrison Artillery.
He was gassed in 1918. His parents were Mr. James and
Mrs. Mary McIntyre, Warren Cottages, Chimney Hill,
Portstewart, and he was born about 1875. William died on
11/09/1937 and was buried in the old church at Agherton
cemetery. He is commemorated on the Roll of Honour in
Agherton Parish Church.
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Every day is a Remembrance
Day
We will remember them
To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI
masthead.
Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts.

remembrance ni
The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at
houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.
To receive a copy of remembrance ni or notice of new postings on web
site please contact houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
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