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Belfast husband 
awarded VC today 
in 1945
Corporal Edward Thomas 
Chapman VC served in 
3rd Battalion 
Monmouthshire 
Regiment during World 
War Two. Known as Ted, 
he was the husband of 

Rhoda Frances Jean 
Chapman (née Watkins) of 35 Pandora Street, Belfast.

They met at a social on 14/04/941, one night before the 
Easter blitz on Belfast. She worked in a factory in the city 
making army uniforms. After the German air raids, she and 
her mother evacuated to Newry, where she once again met 
up with Ted and romance flowed.

In March 1942, Corporal Chapman married Rhoda, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Watkins from the Donegall 
Road area of Belfast. The couple wed in Richview 
Presbyterian Church, Belfast. They had a son also named 
Ted Chapman.
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Corporal Chapman enlisted in April 1940. Landing at 
Corselles in Normandy with the 3rd battalion on 25/06/1944. 
He was present at the fighting in northern France, the low 
countries, the Rhine crossing and north-west Germany. 

He won a Victoria Cross in fierce fighting across the 
Dortmund-Ems canal during the advance on Osnabrück.

His company was ordered into the Teutoberger Wald, a 
wooded range of hills east of the canal, where heavy 
opposition had been encountered by the 11th Armoured 
Division. The steep, thickly wooded ridge was defended by 
a battalion of German officer cadets and instructors from a 
nearby training school, all of whom were fanatical Nazis. 

Chapman's section was advancing in single file along a 
narrow track, when the enemy opened fire with machine 
guns at short range, inflicting heavy casualties. Ordering his 
section to take cover, Chapman seized the Bren gun and, 
firing from the hip, rushed forward, mowing down the enemy 
at point-blank range, forcing them to retire in disorder. The 
order to retire did not reach his section, which was left 
isolated in its forward position. The Germans closed in, 
delivering bayonet charges under cover of machine-gun fire. 
Again, single-handedly Chapman's Bren gun halted the 
attack. 

Running short of ammunition, he shouted for more 
bandoliers, covering those bringing them up by lying on his 
back and firing the Bren, weighing some 231bs, over his 
shoulder. The Germans used grenades to dislodge him but, 
with a reloaded magazine, he drove them back. During the 
company's withdrawal, its commander, Captain V 
Mountford, severely wounded, had been left lying a short 
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distance from Chapman, who then went out alone under 
fierce fire and carried the officer some 50 yards to 
comparative safety. But a sniper hit Mountford again, killing 
him and wounding Chapman in the hip. 

Refusing evacuation, Chapman returned to his company 
until the position was restored two hours later, displaying 
what the official citation described as "outstanding gallantry 
and superb courage". His "magnificent bravery played a 
very large part in the capture of this vital ridge, and in the 
successful development of subsequent operations". 

Victoria Cross Citation
On April 2 a company of the Monmouthshire Regiment 
crossed the Dortmund-Ems canal and was ordered to 
assault the ridge of the Teutoburger Wald which dominates 
the surrounding country. This ridge is steep, thickly wooded, 
and is ideal defensive country. It was moreover defended by 
a battalion of German officer cadets and their instructors, all 
of them picked men and fanatical Nazis.

Corporal Chapman was advancing with his section in single 
file along a narrow track when the enemy suddenly opened 
fire with machine-guns at short range, inflicting heavy 
casualties and causing some confusion. confusion. 

Corporal Chapman immediately ordered his section to take 
cover and seizing the Bren Gun, he advanced alone, firing 
the gun from his hip, and mowed down the enemy at point-
blank range, forcing them to retire in disorder.

At this point, however, his company was ordered to 
withdraw, but Corporal Chapman and his section were still in
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Corporal Edward Thomas "Ted" Chapman VC of 
Monmouthshire Regiment and his wife Rhoda Chapman 
of Belfast, Co. Antrim in 1945. (Belfast News-Letter - 
Saturday 14th July 1945).

their advanced position, as the order could not be got 
forward to them. The enemy then began to close up to 
Corporal Chapman and his isolated section, and under 
cover of intense machine-gun fire, they made determined 
charges with the bayonet.

Corporal Chapman again rose with his Bren Gun to meet 
the assaults and on each occasion halted their advance. He 
had now nearly run out of ammunition. Shouting to his 
section for more bandoliers he dropped into a fold in the 
ground and covered those bringing up the ammunition by 
lying on his back and firing the Bren Gun over his shoulder. 
A party of Germans made every effort to eliminate him with 
grenades, but with reloaded magazine, he closed with it and 
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once again drove the 
enemy back with 
considerable 
casualties.

During the 
withdrawal of his 
Company, the 
Company 
Commander had 
been severely 
wounded and left 
lying in the open a 
short distance from 
Corporal Chapman. 
Satisfied that his 
section was now 
secure, at any rate 
for the moment, he 
went out alone under 
withering fire and 

carried his Company Commander for 50 yards to 
comparative safety. On the way, a sniper hit the officer again 
wounding Corporal Chapman in the hip, and when he 
reached our lines, it was discovered that the officer had 
been killed.

In spite of his wound, Corporal Chapman refused to be 
evacuated and went back to his company until the position 
was fully restored two hours later. Throughout the action, 
Corporal Chapman displayed outstanding gallantry and 
superb courage. Single-handed, he repulsed the attacks of 
well-led, determined troops and gave his Battalion time to 
reorganise on a vital piece of ground overlooking the only 
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bridge across the canal. His magnificent bravery played a 
very large part in the capture of this vital ridge and in the 
successful development of subsequent operations.

Reaction in Northern Ireland

The London Gazette announced Chapman’s Victoria Cross 
award on Friday 13th July 1945. At the time, his wife Rhoda 
was visiting her grandmother in Newry, Co. Down and only 
learned of the news on her return to Belfast.

“I can’t express how thrilled I am at the great news. 
Though Ted is very quiet and shy, he did tell me in one 
of his letters about rescuing an officer and said there 
was a rumour around that he might get some sort of a 
medal”.

Rhoda Chapman – Northern Whig – Saturday 14th July 
1945.

While Chapman was still in Germany he sent a letter home 
to Rhoda in Belfast, Co. Antrim. In it, he made no mention of 
the award but enclosed letters received from the sister and 
fiancée of Captain Mountford of Hereford, England. 
Mountford was the officer that Chapman set out to rescue 
and was due to marry his fiancée on his next leave.

“I can’t express my thanks to you for what you did. I 
can only hope for your safety and success and 
happiness in the years to come when all this is over.”

Miss Margaret Atkinson, Nantwich, Cheshire.

Ted did return safe and well to Belfast at the end of July 
1945 before he and his wife visited his hometown in Wales. 
In March 1945, he had last spent 7 days’ leave in N Ireland. 
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Corporal Chapman became the first member of the 
Monmouthshire Regiment to win the Victoria Cross. After 
receiving his medal at Buckingham Palace, London on 
Tuesday 31st July 1945, Chapman expressed his desire to 
demob and get a job! His mother would have been pleased 
by that news.

I am very proud of my son, but all that really matters is 
that he is alive. I expected he would get something but 
not the VC.

Mrs. Chapman, Herefordshire.

Born on 13/01/1920 at Caenerydd New Road, Pontlottyn, 
Glamorgan, Wales, Ted was a miner before the outbreak of 
the Second World War. He had left school at Fochrhiw 
School aged 14 years old to follow his father and 
grandfather into the mines. 

By the end of the war, Chapman was an experienced soldier 
having enlisted on 19/04/1940. Another Chapman brother 
served in Rangoon as a photographer with the Royal Air 
Force. 

From 1946, he worked for Rhymney Engineering, and then 
as a railway porter. Later, he joined ICl Fibres in Pontypool, 
from where he retired in 1980 after 25 years. He missed 
military life, and joined the Territorial Army in 1948, serving 
with the 2nd Monmouthshires until his final discharge as a 
much-respected company sergeant major in 1957. For his 
inspirational work with the TA, he was awarded the BEM. 

Quiet and unassuming, Chapman was a devoted fly-
fisherman, practising his art all over Britain. A keen eye for a 
good horse led him to found the Ynyswen stud farm, and he 

Page 7



became an expert breeder of Welsh mountain ponies. A 
leading light in the Welsh Pony and Cob Society, he was a 
familiar figure at Royal Welsh shows, where his ponies were 
notably successful. 

He was survived by his wife Rhoda and by their two sons 
and a daughter. 

Edward Thomas Chapman, soldier and pony breeder, born 
January 13 1920; died February 3 2002. Aged 82 years old.

His coffin was borne by a non-commissioned officers of the 
Royal Welsh Regiment to St Peter's Church at Goytre and 
finally to Panteg cemetery. 

You Tube -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zEnHoV4-eM

On this day - July 13 
1915
New German offensive in the Argonne where they capture 
the French line at Vienne-le-Chateau and the heights of La 
Fille Morte.

1916
German raids west of Wytschaete and south of La Bassee 
Canal are repulsed.

1941
The first group of Spanish volunteers left Madrid for 
Grafenwöhr, Bavaria. There they became the German 
Army's 250th Infantry Division (División Azul). Franco 
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permitted volunteers to join on the condition they would only 
fight against the Soviet Union.

1943
Greatest tank battle in history ends with Russia's defeat of 
Germany at Kursk, almost 6,000 tanks take part, 2,900 lost 
by Germany

Roll of Honour - July 13 

Representing their comrades who died on this day

1915

+DOHERTY, William  
RN. Stoker 1st Class. 300914. Nelson Btn. RND. Died 
13/07/1915. Husband of Nellie Doherty, St Patrick's Street, 
Londonderry and Dumbarton Rd., Whiteinch, Glasgow. 1914 
Star issued to widow 27/04/1920. Helles Memorial, Turkey. 
Londonderry, The Diamond WM. ADM 188/488/300914 
Additional reference: B/3821. ADM339

1917

+LYTTLE, William John

RAMC. Private. 69290, Died 13/07/1917 at Cheltenham 
from wounds received in action on 23/04/1917. Son of 
William and Grace Lyttle, of Scotch-street, Downpatrick. His 
funeral was to Down Cathedral Cemetery on 18/07/1917

1941
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The Devonshires Trench

Amongst the most powerful cemeteries on the Somme 
has to be this one. Almost all of the men here fell in the 
same Battalion within minutes of each other on 1st July 
1916. The memorial at the entrance reads "The 
Devonshires held this trench. The Devonshires hold it 
still" 

+NICHOLL, John 
RAFVR. Sergeant. 973877. Died 13/07/1941. Aged 25.144 
Squadron. Son of Robert and Mary E. Nicholl of Belfast. 
Dundonald Cemetery.
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1943 

+McFADDEN, James

A.A.C. Parachute Regiment, 1st Btn. Private. 7046886. Died 
Between 13/07/1943 and 20/07/1943. Aged 23. Son of John 
and Florence McFadden; husband of Elizabeth McFadden, 
of Dungannon. Catania War Cemetery, Sicily, Italy

1944

+MALCOLM, John Alexander
RAFVR. Sergeant. 2205033. Died 13/07/1944. Aged 21. 
Son of Alexander and Elenor Malcolm of Belfast. 
Carnmoney Cemetery

+MOFFETT, James Campbell

Royal Ulster Rifles, 1st Btn. Rifleman. 7012388. Died 
13/07/1944 of wounds. He had ten years’ service. Son of Mr 
W.J. Moffet of Drumahall, Montalto, Ballynahinch. Ryes War 
Cemetery, Bazenville, Normandy

VETERANS

BAIRD, William David
RN. AB. SS2213. Enrolled 18/01/1908. Served to 
25/01/1913. To RFR 26/01/1913. Served 13/07/1914 - 
23/02/1919 in Leviathan and Victory I. Born Markethill 
07/11/1888. ADM 188/1096/2213

CAMPBELL, Michael
RN.AB. SS168. Served 06/11/1903 - 07/11/1908. Joined 
RFR 08/11/1908. Served 13/07/1914 - 22/02/1919 in Drake, 
Victory I, Andes, Eagle and Hearty. Born Belfast 31/03/1885. 
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Snugville Street. Bethany, Agnes St - PCI RH. ADM 
188/1094/168

DICKSON, John
RN. Stoker I. 223934. Boy service from 29/12/1902. 
Enrolled 15/10/1903 for 12 years. Served to 01/09/1913. 
Joined RFR 01/09/1913. War service from 13/07/1914 in 
Victorious, Charybdis, Suffolk and Leviathan. Born Lisburn 
15/10/1885. Magheragall Parish, Lisburn, RH. ADM 
188/394/223934

GORDON, Joseph Samuel
RN. Stoker. SS104406. Served 1907 - 1912. Joined RFR. 
Served 13/07/1914 - 14/02/1919. War service in Pembroke 
II, Aborukir, Excellence and Sirius. Born Portadown 
02/07/1888. Roseberry St., Belfast. ADM 188/1110/104406

JACKSON, Robert Francis
RN. Leading Stoker. K3578. Enrolled 13/07/1909 for 12 
years. War service in Hannibal, Pembroke II, Dido, Crescent 
and Courageous. Served to 23/08/1928. Born Dungannon 
04/06/1890. ADM 188/874/3578

LAVERTY, Joseph
RN. Stoker I. SS105676. Enrolled 26/08/1907 for 5 and 7 
years. Served to 24/08/1912. Joined RFR 25/08/1912. 
Served 13/07/1914 - 04/06/1921. War service in Hannibal, 
Pembroke II and Aquitaine. Born Bellaghy 13/08/1885. ADM 
188/1111/105676

RICHARDSON, Henry Hall
RN. Stoker First Class. SS104249. Served 03/12/1906 - 
02/12/1911. Joined RFR 03/12/1911. Served 13/07/1914 - 
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05/06/1921. In Caesar, Victorious, Pembroke and MFA 
Wakine. Born Banbridge 06/11/1888. ADM 188/1110/104249

STERLING, Benjamin
RMLI. Private.16567. Plymouth Division. Enlisted 
22/01/1914. In Snaefell 07/12/1914 - 04/03/1917. In hospital 
in Genoa 05/09/1917. Invalided out 05/09/1917. Born 
Tandragee 13/07/1896. Son of Samuel Sterling, Mall View, 
Tandrage, Co. Armagh. Masonic Order RH. ADM 
159/159/16567

Every Day is a Remembrance Day
We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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