
 

remembrance ni 



Photo above - First and Second Battalions West Belfast Regiment Ulster 
Volunteer Force were presented with King's colours and Regimental 
standards, Saturday 2nd May 1914, on the grounds of Glencairn, the 
beautiful residence of Mr. James Cunningham.

Belfast first with Remembrance silence 
In 1916 a decision was made by the Grand Orange 
Lodge of Ireland to cancel the annual 12th July 
celebrations.
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Sir Crawford 
McCullagh 
instead 
requested 
that all 
businesses 
be 
suspended 
for the 
duration of 5 
minutes from 
noon till 
12.05pm. 

He asked 
that street traffic be at a complete standstill for 5 minutes, so 
that the City’s tribute to the heroes of the Ulster Division 
would thus be impressive and universal.

Trains stopped in their tracks, the city’s trams came to a halt 
and the Police Courts were adjourned. As men and women 
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In 1916 the 
Twelfth of 
July 
celebrations 
were 
cancelled 
due to the 
War as 
reported in 
the Belfast 
Newsletter 



on factory floors, in hospitals, in shops and in homes all over 
Ulster bowed their heads in respect of the 36th Ulster 
Division who had lost their lives at the Battle of the Somme.

Silence echoed through the streets of Belfast as the city 
came to a complete standstill. This silence was the 
precursor of the 2 minute silence which is now recognized 
world wide.

It can be argued that Sir Crawford McCullagh was the first 
recorded person to publicly call for a period of silence to 
honour those who have fallen in battle.

We will remember them on the anniversary of the Armistice 
when we will again bow our heads on 11th November.

International sportsmen in WW1


William Victor Edwards, a former student of Coleraine 
Inst.,and Campbell College, was gifted at rugby, swimming 
and water polo. 


He played rugby for Ireland and was the first person to 
swim across Belfast Lough in 1913. 


On the first day of 1912 Ireland played France at rugby in 
Paris. When Irish internationals Alfred Squire Taylor, 
William Victor Edwards and William Beatty sprinted on to 
the Parc des Princes turf, it was in front of one of the 
biggest crowds the French capital had seen with nearly 
20,000 noisy, sports-mad Parisians. Regular games of 
international rugby were still a novelty, and the arrival of the 
Irish team had excited the city’s population so much that 
thousands of tickets had been snapped up days in 
advance.
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Even though France were relative newcomers to the 
recently formed Five Nations Championship, the 
expectation of a home victory was still high. The side had 
improved in recent years and had beaten Scotland in the 
previous season.


Ireland took to the field with five debutants, while the 
French selectors had chosen six new faces. 


Edwards, from Strandtown, Belfast, who played in the pack 
for Ulster, was making his first appearance in Irish colours. 
He was strong and well-built with powerful shoulders, and 
after impressing selectors during club games in Belfast, he 
was chosen to be Ireland’s new number eight.


Twenty-three-year-old Beatty, who had made his 
international debut at the same Paris ground two years 
earlier, was a prop and had been on the winning side in 
March 1910 when Ireland won by 8 points to 3.


Taylor, who had played school and university rugby and 
then for Ulster, was a speedy and talented centre.


Page 4

Captain William Victor 
Edwards



The Irish and French teams included doctors, accountants 
and students, amateurs who played the game for fun. They 
were young men at the peak of physical fitness, the 
sporting heroes of their day, with much to look forward to.


At the start of 1912, the idea of a bloody European war 
beginning in 1914 was unimaginable.


But of the 30 players who took the field to cheers that 
January afternoon, 10 – seven French and three Irish – 
would die as a result of the forthcoming four-year conflict. 
The first World War affected the lives of hundreds of 
sporting stars.


Edwards was killed in December 1917 during the defence 
of the city of Jerusalem.


As well as rugby he was a gifted swimmer and regularly 
took part in championships. He became the Irish 200-yard 
swimming champion, in addition to being an accomplished 
water polo player. He was also fond of sea swimming and in 
August 1913 he made history by becoming the first man to 
swim across Belfast Lough.
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Captain Alfred 
Squire Taylor



Taylor became a member of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps. While treating a wounded comrade during the Third 
Battle of Ypres in 1917, he was hit and killed by a German 
shell.


Beatty, who rose to the rank of major with the Royal Army 
Medical Corps, lived to see the end of the conflict but died 
in 1919 as a result of his experiences on the Western Front.


Robbie and Edmund Smyth were two brothers who played 
international sport for Ireland, saw service in the Western 
Front and died during the Great War. 


Robbie was educated at Royal School Dungannon and 
played rugby for Ulster and Ireland. In 1903, he toured 
South Africa as a member of the British Isles team. 


His younger brother was a talented hockey player with 
Banbridge and he helped the team become one of the best 
sides in Ireland. 


Edmund made his Irish debut in 1911 and he played for his 
country on four occasions and went on to captain the side. 


Robbie, who trained to be a surgeon, was a member of the 
Royal Army Medical Corps and during the Great War he 
saw service in France. He rose to the rank of major and was 
mentioned in despatches for his “gallant and distinguished 
service in the field”. However, he became seriously ill in 
1916 after he was gassed and he was sent to London to 
recover but he was in a very poor state. In April 1916 he 
died and his body was brought back to Banbridge for 
burial. 
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Today, his name appears on the war memorial in the town 
and it is also recorded at Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital in 
Dublin where he worked. 


His brother Edmund saw service as part of the Somme 
offensive in 1916 and he nearly lost his life when he was 
injured near Thiepval. 


He was honoured for his exploits in battle being awarded 
the Military Cross. On 03/12/1917 he was with the Royal 
Irish Rifles near Cambria and he was killed by a German 
shell. 


The news of his death reached Banbridge a number of days 
later and since he was a well-known sportsman it was 
reported in the local newspapers. One of his commanding 
officers wrote to his family and said Edmund was “one of 
the finest officers in the Brigade and is a great loss to us”.


SPORTSMEN - ROLL OF HONOUR 

+EDWARDS, William Victor 

Royal Dublin Fusiliers. Captain. Died 29/12/1917. Age 30. 
He was born on 16/10/1887 at Strandtown, Belfast . The 
son of Mary Edwards, of The Laurels, Strandtown, Belfast , 
and the late Alfred Edwards. His father had been a cabinet 
maker and upholsterer with Maguire & Edwards. 


He was educated at Thanet College , Margate ; Coleraine 
Academical Institution, Campbell College and Queen’s 
University, Belfast . 
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He played for Malone RFC and gained two caps for Ireland 
in 1912. He was also the Irish 200 yard swimming 
champion and a water polo champion. He is said to have 
been the first man to swim Belfast Lough. 


He was an accountant, being a Company Officer in the 6th 
Battalion East Belfast Regiment of the Ulster Volunteer 
Force; gazetted Second Lieutenant 22/09/1914; promoted 
Lieut. December 1914, and Captain April 1915. 


He served with the expeditionary force in France and 
Flanders from May 1915. He had been wounded on the 
right side of the head by a machine-gun bullet (which left a 
4" scar) on 09/09/1916 at the capture of Ginchy. This 
resulted in him suffering from dizziness, headaches and 
insomnia. 


He went to Egypt in September 1917, and took part in the 
Third Battle of Gaza between November  1 and 7,1917, and 
took part in the capture of Jerusalem on December ( and its 
defence for the rest of that month). He assumed command 
of 'D' Coy, 7th Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers on 
26/12/1917. 


He was killed in action near Deir Ibzia, Palestine on 
29/12/1917. He was initially buried 700 yards from the 
south-east corner of the village of Deir Ibzia , ten yards left 
of the track leading down the hill to the trees. He was then 
reburied east of the village of Deis Ibsis , close to Mount 
Horeb at the Jerusalem War Cemetery, Israel. 


Amongst his returned possessions were a cigarette case, 
three devotional books, a (damaged) watch, his whistle and 
strap, and pipe and pipe lighter. Strandtown WM. On the 
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base of a small war memorial near the old Gobbins cliff 
path on Islandmagee, was a reference to a soldier of the 
Black Watch – Capt. W V Edwards – Royal Dublin Fusiliers 
killed in action in Palestine 29/12/1917.


+TAYLOR, Alfred Squire 


Royal Army Medical Corps. Highland Light Infantry (attd. 
10th/11th Battalion). 


He was born on 06/07/1889 the son of the Rev. David 
Alexander Taylor, D.D., of " Eastbourne ," Windsor Avenue 
North , Belfast . He was educated at Campbell College , 
Belfast , Belfast University and Edinburgh University where 
he graduated M.B., and Ch.B. in 1914.


At Edinburgh he was president of the University Union and 
captain of the University football fifteen (1911-12). He 
played four times for Ireland between 1910 and 1912.


He took a temporary commission as lieutenant in the RAMC 
on 12/10/1914, was promoted to captain after a year’s 
service and on 11/01/1917, took a permanent commission 
in the RAMC as lieutenant and temporary captain. He had 
earlier been invalided home from Mesopotamia. He 
returned to France with the Highland Light. He was 
dressing a brother officer’s wound in France, when both 
were killed instantly by the bursting of a shell. He was killed 
on the first day of 3rd Battle of Ypres, 31/07/1917. Buried at 
Ypres Town Cemetery. Comber WM 


+
+
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+SMYTH, Edmund 
Royal Irish Rifles.Major. MC. Died 03/12/1917. Royal School 
Dungannon and played rugby for Ulster and Ireland. In 
1903, he toured South Africa as a member of the British 
Isles team. Son of William and Jane R. Smyth, of 
Brookfield, Banbridge. Fifteen Ravine British Cemetery, 
Villiers - Plouich, Nord, France. Banbridge WM


+SMYTH, Robbie 
RAMC. Major. He was gassed in 1916 and brought back to 
UK. He died April 1916 and his body was brought back to 
Banbridge for burial. Banbridge WM, St Patrick Dun’s 
Hospital, Dublin WM


On this day - July 12 

1913
150,000 Ulstermen gather and resolve to resist Irish Home 
Rule by force of arms; since the British Liberals have 
promised the Irish nationalists Home Rule, civil war appears 
imminent

1916
The British take Mametz Wood and make strong progress at 
Trones Wood. The Germans attack strongly at Verdun and 
gain some ground at Chapelle St. Fine and the intersection 
of the Fleury-Vaux roads.
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1917
A horrifying new chemical weapon debuts on the Western 
Front. A blistering agent known as bis (2-chloroethyl) sulfide, 
soldiers in the trenches soon call it by another name: 
Mustard Gas

1943 
The Battle of Prokhorovka, one of the largest tank battles in 
military history, begins. Although the battle was a tactical 
success for the German side due to the high numbers of 
Soviet tanks destroyed, they failed to break through the 
Soviet lines.
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1944 -The first allied jet fighter, the Gloster Meteor Mk 1, 
entered service with 616 Squadron at RAF Culmhead.

 
1945
Twelfth procession Bradbury Place, Belfast, (Photo taken 
by Bonar Holmes, 1912 - 1956) 
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Roll of Honour - July 12 

Representing their comrades who died on this day

1915

+THOMPSON, Harold Francis  
Rifle Brigade.9th Bn. attd. 12th Bn. Captain. Died 
12/07/1915. Age 38. Born Cushendall. Son of Rev. William 
Thompson, M.A., Rector of Layde Church, Cushendall and 
Sarah Margaret. Poperinghe Military Cemetery

+ROBINSON, Henry  
Cameronians (Scottish Rifles), 7th Btn. Serjeant. 840. Died 
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12/07/1915. Aged 28. Son of Henry William and Martha 
Robinson (nee McLoughlin), of Caledon, Co. Tyrone; 
husband to Rachel Ellen Robinson (nee Cochrane), of 12, 
Walmer Terrace, Ibrox, Glasgow. Redoubt Cemetery, Helles, 
Turkey

1916  
+MAXWELL, Nicholas  
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. Private. 9550. Died 12/07/1916 
in North Eventon War Hospital, Leicester, from wounds 
received on 01/07/1916. Aged 26. Born Stranorlar. One of 
three soldier sons of Mary Ann and Robert Maxwell, 4, 
Wapping Lane, Londonderry. An eight years’ service man, 
he fought in many engagements, both in Flanders and the 
Dardanelles. He was wounded in the latter campaign in May 
1915, and again severely wounded during heavy fighting in 
July 1916 on the British front in France. His mother was on 
the way from Derry to see her wounded son when the word 
came that he had died. His funeral took place in 
Londonderry on Saturday, 15/07/1916, and was attended by 
the pipe and brass band of the 3rd Inniskillings, a firing 
party, and a number of the soldier’s comrades. Londonderry 
City Cemetery. St Columb’s Cathedral (Church of Ireland) 
WM. City of Londonderry (Diamond) WM.

1917

+BANKHEAD, Samuel  
1 CH. Private. S/40153. Died 12/07/1917. Born in 
Monkstown, Co. Antrim, he lived in and enlisted at Belfast. 
Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France,
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1940

+IRELAND, Sydney   

RAFVR. Sergeant (Pilot).745103. Died 12/07/1940. 610 
Sqdn. Born in Newtownbreda, Belfast on 29/07/1918, he 
was educated at RBAI.  In November 1938, he joined the 
RAFVR in Belfast on the same day as Noel Corry and 
learned to fly as a member of No 24 E&RFTS. Called up in 
September 1939, he was sent to England in November to 
continue his training and was eventually posted to No 610 
Squadron as a Sergeant (Pilot).  On 12/07/1940, when 
taking part in dog-fighting practice and flying from RAF 
Biggin Hill, his Spitfire P9502 dived into the ground at Titsey 
Park and he was killed. It is thought he might have lost 
control when diving through cloud. He was the first of 
eighteen pilots from Northern Ireland killed during the Battle 
of Britain. Despite losing his life after the official start of the 
Battle of Britain, Sergeant Ireland is not listed as one of “The 
Few”. He had not yet flown an operational sortie as part of 
the battle at his time of death. The hub assembly and 
propeller blades from Sydney Ireland’s Spitfire make up a 
Battle of Britain Memorial Exhibition at the Shoreham 
Aircraft Museum. Knockbreda Church of Ireland 
Churchyard, Belfast. 

1945

+CUTLER, Robert Henry

King’s African Rifles. Major. Died 12/07/1945 as a result of 
an aircraft accident. Aged 41. 

Robert Henry Cutler, known as Tabby, was born at 7 
Shandon Park, Belfast on 21/06/1904. Only son of Henry 
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Albert Cutler and Julia Frances Mabel Cutler (née Atkinson). 
Both of his parents were born in England. His father was a 
civil engineer. They were married on 22/06/1903 in 
Marmullane C of I Parish Church, Co Cork. The Cutler 
family moved to Belfast where Henry Albert Cutler held the 
position of City Surveyor. 

The Cutler family lived in Groomsport during the summer 
months and in 1913 Robert Henry Cutler attended Rockport 
as a day boy. He was a keen yachtsman. Later he obtained 
an MA degree from Cambridge University and lived in 
London until 1928 when he moved to Tanganyika (now 
Tanzania) in East Africa to take up the post of 
Superintendent of Education. In 1930, he and Ruth 
Wyckham Hewlet-Cooper were married in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanganyika and they had two children. 

At the outbreak of WW2 Robert Henry Cutler joined the 
army and served with the King’s African Rifles in Abyssinia 
(now Ethiopia) before assuming special training duties with 
the askari (local soldiers). When Major Robert Henry Cutler 
was demobilised in January 1944 he received a letter from 
General Sir Bernard Paget who was ‘General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief, East Africa Command’. The letter 
included the paragraph, ‘It having been found necessary in 
the general interest of the War Effort that you should return 
to civil life and duty, I wish to tell you how much I regret the 
severance of your connection with the troops of the East 
Africa Command and, at the same time, thank you very 
sincerely for your valuable services with the Army’. 

[It may be of passing interest to note that Sir Bernard 
Paget’s younger son, Lieutenant Tony Paget, died on 
05/03/1945 from wounds received while serving with the 1st 
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Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry 
(the 43rd) during the Battle of Reichswald.] 

After he was demobilised in January 1944, Major Robert 
Henry Cutler was appointed Director of Training in 
Tanganyika’s demobilisation scheme and he was 41 when 
he died in Nairobi, Kenya on 12/07/1945. His remains were 
buried in Nairobi City Park Cemetery. 

In the 13/07/1945 edition of the Tanganyika Standard it was 
reported that there were no survivors when an aeroplane 
crashed the previous day while attempting to take off from 
Eastleigh Aerodrome, Nairobi. ‘Amongst the eleven people 
who died was Mr R.H. Cutler, Director of Training in 
Tanganyika’s demobilisation scheme and formerly 
Education Officer’. 

In January 1946, Major Cutler’s colleagues presented eight 
Provincial Challenge Shields as a tribute to his memory to 
encourage developments in the schools in each Province.

City Park Cemetery, Nairobi, Kenya. Groomsport and 
District WM; Groomsport C of I Parish Church, Rockport 
School. 

+MITCHELL, Edward Alexander  
Royal Artillery. 4 Maritime Anti Aircraft Battery. Sergeant. 
7007893. Died on 12/07/1945. Aged 43. Son of William 
James Mitchell and Agnes Mitchell of Belfast. Belfast City 
Cemetery, Glenalina

Every Day is a Remembrance Day
We will remember them
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To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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