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Guitar was 
symbol of 
friendship 
between NI 
Battle of 
Britain 
pilots 
Noel Corry, 
Sydney Ireland 
and George 
Calwell, were 
aged 18, in 
1939. “The 
gang” were all 
grammar school 
boys who had 
dreamt of 

Those of "The Few" who were lost and have no known 
grave are now commemorated on the Runnymede Air 
Forces Memorial along with over 20,000 men and women of 
the Air Forces.
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learning to fly and they gained their pilot’s wings from the 
flight training school in Sydenham. 

When World War II broke out the trio were called up for 
active service and Noel was selected to fly Blenheim light 
bomber aircraft.

The Belfast-born fighter pilot was among the few Ulster 
airmen who survived the Battle of Brittain waged in the skies 
over southern England during 1940.

In a rare interview from her home in Whitehead, Co Antrim, 
his proud widow Dinah (then 87) revealed how he thought of 
the men who never made it back to base, right up until his 
own death on 27th March 2006.

“We went to Westminster Abbey every year. It was important 
to him. Very few came through, it was difficult. But he 
always remembered them until the day he died. And he 
always talked about them.” said Mrs Corry

After the Battle of Britain Noel went on to fly Lancaster 
bombers. Mrs Corry recalled how he had wanted a Red 
Hand of Ulster painted on the side of the aircraft but his 
ground mechanic, a Dublin-born Catholic, believed a large 
green shamrock and shillelagh would be more appropriate. 
“When he saw it, he just laughed and said he wouldn’t 
change it,” she said.

Whether it was down to the “luck of the Irish” or his obvious 
skills, Squadron Leader Corry flew his way through dozens 
of dangerous missions and reached the end of the war 
without suffering any serious injuries.

“He was very lucky,” said Mrs Corry, who spent many 
sleepless nights anxiously awaiting his return.

Page 2



“It was worse when he was on bombers because I knew 
when the bombers didn’t come home.

“He was late coming back one night and we were going on 
holiday together. I was to meet him at one of the railway 
stations in London and, of course, he didn’t turn up.

“And then some bright spark came after me and said ‘Noel’s 
all right, only they’ve had to land somewhere’. He said 
you’ve to go on home and he’ll follow you on. So I just had 
to go back home. No holiday.”

In December 1944 Noel was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross in recognition of his exemplary career.

Ironically, Noel was pleased at the prospect of going to war 
as it meant he wouldn’t have to follow in his father’s 
footsteps and become a chartered accountant.

“They were all volunteers, they all wanted to go,” said Mrs 
Corry.
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“And when the war was over somebody got him a job in the 
Civil Service and he did very well.”

Author John Hewitt in his book (Ireland’s Aviator Heroes of 
WW2, Vol 2 published by Mercier) tells a most heartwarming 
tale about Noel and a very special guitar, “In September 
1939, Noel and 30 other members of the RAF Volunteer 
Reserve met at York Street railway station in Belfast. 

“One of them, Sergeant Sidney Ireland, was a keen 
guitarist, but had left his instrument at home. 

“There was no way that they were going to board that train 
without Sydney’s guitar and a good farewell sing song on 
the train and Larne-Stranraer boat. So the men clubbed up 
to buy Sidney a guitar, and his closest friend Noel rushed 
over and purchased it from Matchetts in Wellington Place. 
They all signed the back of the guitar using a scout knife. 

“Sadly, Sydney was killed when his Spitfire crashed during a 
dogfight practice in Titsley Park, England, in July 1940. Noel 
was given special leave to bring his friend’s body home 
safely to Belfast. Shortly after the funeral, Sydney’s mother 
gave Noel the guitar, and he kept it safe for the next six 
decades.

“Noel and I became close friends and one night in his house 
in 1998, he passed the guitar on to me to look after. “We 
both agreed that it should be put on display in the Somme 
Museum in Newtownards.” 
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Of the 2917 pilots who were awarded the Battle of 
Britain clasp for having flown at least one authorised 
sortie with an eligible unit of RAF Fighter Command 
during the relevant period 10 July to 31 October 1940, at 
least 22 were from or had significant associations with 
Northern Ireland.  Seven were Instonians, past students 
of the Belfast city centre school. 

+BADGER, John Vincent Clarence

Badger was actually born in London on 31 May 1911 but it 
would appear that, at the time in question his mother just 
happened to be visiting her husband who was in the Army 
there. When her husband left the Army he returned to the 
family home near Lisburn and the young John was educated 
at Fountainville Public Elementary School and Royal Belfast 
Academical Institution (RBAI), Belfast. John joined the RAF 
in 1928. He initially flew with the Fleet Air Arm but in June 
1940, as a Squadron Leader, he transferred to No 43 
Squadron at RAF Tangmere and took over command on 9 
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July. Within a short space of time apparently, he had shot 
down eight, shared in the destruction of an additional two, 
damaged a further two and been credited with one 
‘probable’ enemy aircraft shot down. On 30 August 1940, his 
Hurricane was shot down by Messerschmitt 109s; he baled 
out but was grievously injured when he landed in trees. He 
was taken to hospital but eventually died from his injuries on 
30 June 1941 and was buried in the churchyard of St 
Michael and All Angels, Halton in Buckinghamshire. His 
decorations consisted of a Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) 
and a Mention in Despatches (MID).

CORRY, Noel Henry

Born on 7 December 1918 and educated at RBAI, Noel 
joined the RAFVR in 1938 in Belfast and commenced flying 
training in February 1939 with No 24 E&RFTS, Belfast. He 
was called up to full-time service on the outbreak of war 
and, with his training completed in May 1940 he converted 
to Blenheim fighters with an Operational Training Unit. On 8 
June he was commissioned as a Pilot Officer and 18 days 
later was posted to No 25 Squadron at RAF Martlesham 
Heath to begin operations. His tour of 30 operations 
completed, he was posted to the Special Duties Flight at No 
72 Group, RAF Northolt on 29 January 1941 and this was 
followed by a succession of postings of an instructional 
nature. He then requested a return to operational flying, was 
trained to fly bombers and in mid-1944 joined No 12 
Squadron at RAF Wickenby as a Squadron Leader, flying 
Lancasters. On 8 December 1944 he was awarded the DFC 
and went on to complete 24 operations with the Squadron. 
He also qualified for an AE.
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+HAIRE, John Keatinge

John was born in Belfast on 25 September 1920, one of 
three children to Sidney and Nora Haire. During the summer 
of 1939 he enlisted in the RAFVR and in December was 
sent initially to No 1 Elementary Flying Training School at 
Hatfield. He completed his operational training in early 
September 1940 and, in the rank of Sergeant, was posted to 
No 145 Squadron at Dyce, the squadron being transferred 
to Tangmere in early October. On 27 October, his Hurricane 
was damaged in combat with 109s over the Isle of Wight but 
he managed to ditch it off Bembridge and wade ashore, 
unhurt. Tragedy came during combat 10 days later when his 
Hurricane was shot down, on fire. He was seen to turn it 
away from the village of Arreton before baling out at too low 
an altitude for his parachute to fully open and he died where 
he had fallen, close to the village, beside his burning 
aircraft. Subsequently, his body was brought to Dundonald 
Cemetery for burial. The JK Haire Memorial Cup was 
donated by his parents to the Inst Scout Group. It is still 
awarded annually to the scout who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the Group.

HERON, Hugh Michael Turretin

Born in Belfast on 22 November 1915, Heron completed his 
education at RBAI. He joined the RAF in December 1938 on 
a short service commission and was posted to No 266 
Squadron in the autumn of 1939, flying Fairey Battles. In 
January 1940, Spitfires were received and they were first in 
action on 2 June over Dunkirk. On 27 July, Pilot Officer 
Heron went on a Fighter Navigation course and in 
September was transferred to No 66 Squadron at RAF 
Kenley. On 18 September, flying a Spitfire, he was credited 
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as having shared the shooting down of a Junkers 88 and on 
the 30th, he claimed the destruction of a Messerschmitt 109. 
In December 1940, he left No 66 Squadron and spent the 
remainder of his RAF service as an instructor. Awarded the 
AFC in September 1945, he left the service in 1946 as a 
Squadron Leader.

+IRELAND, Sydney

Sydney Ireland was born in Belfast on 29 July 1918 and was 
educated at RBAI. In November 1938, he joined the RAFVR 
in Belfast on the same day as Noel Corry and learned to fly 
as a member of No 24 E&RFTS. Called up in September 
1939, he was sent to England in November to continue his 
training and was eventually posted to No 610 Squadron as a 
Sergeant (Pilot). On 12 July 1940, when taking part in dog-
fighting practice and flying from RAF Biggin Hill, his Spitfire 
dived into the ground at Titsey Park and he was killed. It is 
thought he might have lost control when diving through 
cloud. His body was brought home for interment and is 
buried in Knockbreda Church of Ireland Churchyard, Belfast.

+McADAM, John

John McAdam was born in Kent to Northern Irish parents, 
his father being in the Army there but he grew up in 
Whitehead where he attended the Public Elementary School 
and subsequently went to RBAI. In April 1939 he joined the 
RAFVR and learned to fly at No 24 E&RFTS. On being 
called up in September 1939, he continued his flying training 
in England and on 22 June 1940 he joined No 41 Squadron 
at RAF Catterick as a Sergeant (Pilot), having been 
introduced to the Spitfire only a couple of days earlier. Flying 
from Hornchurch on 7 September, in engagements with 
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Luftwaffe bombers and their escorting fighters during the 
course of an air raid on London, John claimed to have shot 
down three enemy aircraft. However, damage to his Spitfire 
led to a crash-landing from which he emerged with a few 
scrapes and bruises. On 23 September, he was shot down 
during a patrol over Dover, baled out and was rescued from 
the sea. On 12 October, when taking off on patrol, the 
engine of his Spitfire went on fire but once again he survived 
a crash-landing without serious injury. On 25 October, he 
again claimed to have shot down a Messerschmitt 109 and 
on the basis of letters to his parents it would appear that he 
claimed a fifth on an unspecified date. Tragically, he died on 
20 February 1941 while on patrol with other Spitfires over 
the Dungeness area, the precise circumstances of which 
are unclear. After the Spitfires were attacked by 
Messerschmitt 109s, John’s Flight Commander 
subsequently reported seeing him hanging underneath his 
parachute, apparently unconscious. When his body was 
recovered from the sea it was discovered he had been hit by 
cannon shells and fatally wounded. His body was brought 
home for burial in Ballyharry Cemetery, Islandmagee. 

WRIGHT, Robert Ronald

Wright was born in Belfast on 10 April 1917 and educated at 
RBAI, leaving in 1934. In January 1939 he joined the 
RAFVR in Belfast and began flying training with No 24 
E&RFTS. After being called up in September 1939 he 
continued his training in England, completing his course on 
8 June 1940 when he was sent to an Operational Training 
Unit, converted onto Blenheim fighters and joined No 248 
Squadron at RAF Dyce a fortnight later. He remained with 
this squadron throughout the Battle of Britain, mostly 
carrying out long-range sorties to Norway seeking out the 
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expected German invasion fleet. He was commissioned in 
January 1941. In October, he went with No 248 Squadron to 
Malta and then on to Egypt but not long thereafter he was 
posted back to the UK by sea, via South Africa and the 
USA! In February 1942 he re-joined No 248 Squadron which 
had returned to the UK but in May he began a period of 
instructing until July 1943 when he returned to operational 
flying, this time with No 235 Squadron at RAF Leuchars 
initially, carrying out long-range patrols in Beaufighters 
initially and Mosquitos subsequently, to protect anti-
submarine aircraft of Coastal Command. During his time 
with No 235 Squadron, he shot down a Junkers 290 and a 
Junkers 88, on 16 February 1944 and 9 June 1944, 
respectively and was awarded a DFC. He was also 
stationed at RAF St Angelo with the squadron from 21 
February until 27 March 1944. For 10 months in 1945 he 
was in West Africa, first as a Controller in Air HQ, then in 
command of a Staging Post and was released from the RAF 
on 5 December, as a Squadron Leader.

Roll of Honour - July 11 

Representing their comrades who died on this day

1915

+THOMPSON, Hugh James  
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 1st Bn. Private. 2846.mDied 
11/07/1915. Born Antrim. Enlisted Belfast. Son of Mr. J. 
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Thompson, 57 Carnan Street, Belfast. Brother of John. 
Buried at sea. Ballymoney WM1916

1916

+BURKE, J  
Royal Irish Fusiliers. Private. Died 11/07/1916 (Family 
Memorial). Dundonld cemetery

+FLOYD, Hadden 
RFC. Second Lieutenant. Died 11/07/1916. Age 20. Only 
son of Dr. Ferguson Floyd, of Kilkeel, and a descendant of 
Captain Chesney, of Mourne, Co. Down, many of the 
members of whose family have distinguished themselves in 
military careers, notably General F. R. Chesney, R.A., of 
Euphrates fame. Hadden joined on the outbreak of war as a 
despatch rider R.E., and after over a year's service he was 
granted a commission in the Royal Flying Corps. While on 
an offensive patrol over German lines, his plane was shot 
down and he was badly wounded. He succumbed to his 
injuries on July 11, and his remains were buried by the 
Germans in a marked grave at the Chateau of Fabreuil, 
near Bapaume

+KNOX, John Stanley  
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 7th Bn. Second Lieutenant. Died 
11/07/1916. Aged 25. Native of Belfast. Son of Joseph 
Knox, of 2,York Villas, Cable Rd., Whitehead. Philosophe 
British Cemetery, Mazingarbe, Pas de Calais, France

+LOWRY, Henry Cooke

Army Veterinary Corps. Captain. Died 11/07/1916. Aged 32. 
Only son of the late James Lowry, J.P., of Magheramorne, 
Co. Antrim. Basra War Cemetery, Iraq
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Soldier from Broughshane rests in unique 
cemetery

Gordon Cemetery - made by men of the 2nd Gordon 
Highlanders who buried some of their dead of 1 July 
1916 in what had been a support trench. As the precise 
location of most of the graves could not be established 
the headstones are arranged in semi-circles around the 
central cross. Pte Wm John Lilley Graham S/3674 is 
buried here. Born Broughshane, Co. Antrim, living at 
Motherwell when he enlisted.
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1918

+O'CLERY, William Peregrine

Royal Irish Rifles, 15th Btn. Corporal.1452. Died 11/07/1918 
of tuberculosis in the Military Hospital, Curragh. Aged 20. 
William Peregrine O’Clery was born in Glenties, Co 
Donegal, lived in Lifford, Co Donegal and enlisted in Belfast.

William Peregrine O’Clery was born on 10/04/1898 at 
Longfield, Glenties, Co Donegal and he was a son of 
Charles Christopher Alexander O’Clery and Sarah O’Clery 
(nee Browne, sometimes Brown) who were married on 
23/07/1889 in North Strand Road Church of Ireland Church 
Dublin (St Thomas’s).  Charles Christopher Alexander 
O’Clery, a tutor of 12 Trinity College, Dublin was a son of 
Michael O’Clery, a farmer. Sarah Browne, a spinster of 129 
North Strand Road, Dublin was a daughter of James 
Browne, a farmer.

Charles Christopher Alexander O’Clery is sequentially 
described in official documents as a tutor, a clerk (in Holy 
Orders) and a clergyman and he and Sarah O’Clery (nee 
Browne) had at least eight children. Charles Christopher 
Alexander O’Clery was 57 when he died of endocarditis on 
12/06/1917 in Adelaide Hospital, Dublin.

Son of the Rev. C.C.A. and Sarah O'Clery, of Browns Park, 
Marino, Co. Down. Curragh Military Cemetery, County 
Kildare. Whitehead WM

1944

+MORGAN, Reginald Norman 
Royal Ulster Rifles. 1st Btn. Lieutenant. Died 11/07/1944. 
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Age 31. Commissioned on 01/03/1941 and promoted to 
Lieutenant on 01/09/1942. By the time of Operation 
Overlord, he was a temporary Captain as of 15/03/1943. 
With C Company, No. 15 Platoon when he dropped on the 
Normandy coast on D-Day. Reggie had entered the town of 
Sainte-Honorine with his platoon on 07/06/1944. A 
withdrawal was ordered from the area and he was among 
the troops seen leaving. 1st Btn Royal Ulster Rifles re-
entered the town on 11/07/1944. There, they found the 
lieutenant’s body. He was thirty-one-years-old. Born in 
Belfast in 1913, Reggie was the son of Richard and Emily 
Morgan. Before the war, he had been a keen cricketer. His 
brother Lieutenant Harry R Morgan served in F Company, 
No.1 Medium Machine Gun Platoon on D-Day. Bayeux War 
Cemetery, Calvados, France

Every Day is a Remembrance Day
We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new posts
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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