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At this time of year many different colours start 
appearing at CWGC sites around the world, like these 
yellow roses at the Le Trou Aid Post Cemetery in 
Northern France. 

Dunkirk Gunner who joined the RAF
Ernie Harwood saw action with the Royal Artillery in France 
and in the retreat to Dunkirk. He then sought a transfer to 
the RAF.
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Ernie was born on 22/06/1918 and after attending Belfast 
Technical College he got an apprenticeship in the Shipyard, 
where he trained to be a Engineer. 

Having joined the Territorial Army at the onset of war he 
was soon off to France and Dunkirk where on one occasion 
Ernie and another soldier were left guarding a bridge and 
told to hold off the Germans if they came before heading for 
the beach. He spent one of the nights in a  graveyard and 
had a tin of 'bullybeef' which tasted great. Whilst all this was 
happening his wife received a telegram, saying that Ernie 
was missing presumed dead. 

He escaped Dunkirk in a fishing boat and arrived home in 
Pansy Street, Belfast a few days later. After some leave he 
spoke with his Commanding Officer who was Major 
McAuley (of Anderson & McAuley's Belfast) as he wanted 
to transfer to the Royal Air Force to undertake pilot training. 
At first Major McAuley was reluctant and offered a 
commission in the Army however Ernie was determined and 
eventually the transfer was agreed. 

He learnt to fly at Standerton, outside Johannesburg in 
South Africa as well as Cape Town and Durban. One 
particular instructor, Willie Brandt, became a great friend 
and on the day Ernie got his wings Willie flew hundreds of 
miles to see him passing out. 

He subsequently spent some time in Canada, and then was 
in Pennsicola the day Pearl Harbor was bombed before 
returning to Scotland and Yorkshire from where he flew 
sortes in both Lancaster and Halifax bombers.
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Donegal woman Catherine Hayes 
Osborne was WW1code specialist  

An appeal was launched to track down relatives of a 
Donegal woman who was a member of the first ever 
military code breaker teams.  

While the Second World War's Bletchley Park codebreakers 
were made famous through films such as “The Imitation 
Game” and “Enigma,” the skills were first developed in 
World War One. 


Code breakers were used to intercept and de-code 
messages sent between units of the German army. In the 
Second World War, their role was seen as decisive in the 
Allies winning the Battle of the Atlantic. 


It has now emerged that a Donegal woman was among the 
first six de-coders recruited to intercept and translate 
German messages during World War One. 


Catherine Hayes Osborne from Milford worked as a 
member of the British Woman's Army Auxiliary Corps 
(WAAC) during The Great War. 


According to the Donegal County Museum, she was 
attached to the intelligence branch of the British army's 
general staff and worked in the censor's office, decoding 
German wireless messages. 


Ernie met his Wife to Be in Woolworths and they were 
married on 11th November 1944 having their reception in 
the officers club in High Street, Belfast, and a few days 
honeymoon in Portstewart.
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Known as Hush WAAC 

Spokeswoman, Caroline Carr said: “She became a ‘Hush 
WAAC,' a nickname given to the dozen servicewomen at St 
Omer, France, who decoded German wireless messages 
during the First World War.” 


While little is known about Hayes Osborne's life, it is known 
that she was the youngest daughter of Dr John Allen 
Osborne and Catherine Hay who were married on March 17 
at Ballymacarrett Presbyterian Church in Belfast by the Rev 
John Meneely. Catherine Hay was the youngest daughter of 
Thomas Hay from Milford in County Donegal. 


Her father was doctor for the Milford Poor Law which 
included the town's Workhouse. It is also known that her 
sister, Jane was a general housekeeper with the Voluntary 
Aid Detachment at Sheffield's Great Northern General 
Hospital from 1916 until 1918. A brother, John Allan 
Osborne subsequently became a country solicitor in 
Milford. 


Catherine Hayes Osborne arrived at St Omer in France on 
September 28 1917. 


Ms Carr said: “These women were highly educated and 
they would have been excellent linguists.” 


Many of the German radio messages were routine. 
However, some gave crucial information about troop 
movements and other matters. 


“The work was secret, hence the nick name ‘Hush WAAC.' 
Her rank was Assistant Administrator (Second Lieutenant). 
She wore the same bracers as instructors and a First Army 
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Patch. Unfortunately her service records were lost during 
bombings in World War Two.” 


Ms Carr said Donegal County Museum, along with the 
Royal Signals museum, was keen to speak to any relatives 
of the Milford woman. She appealed to anyone with 
photographs or memories of Catherine Hayes Osborne to 
contact her at the museum in Letterkenny at 00 353 74 
9124613 or by email at museum@donegalcoco.ie. 


 

Newspaper reports - June 22 

1918 - Interesting Ceremony in U.V.F. Hospital 

An interesting ceremony took place in the Carson Wing of the 
U.V.F. Hospital on Saturday when Brigadier-General E.W. Hacket 
Pain C.B., presented three of the patients with medals for gallantry 
in the field.


General Hackett Pain said he was pleased to be able to attend 
and hand medals to the three wounded soldiers amongst their 
wounded comrades. As time went on, and the great war 
continued, there would be more casualties, and the men would 
come and go to hospital. The great struggle was almost at its 
height, and it was an honour, not only to be there to present 
medals, but to be amongst men who had dome more than their-
part in the war (Hear-Hear)


The recipients of the decorations were :-

D.C.M., Battery Sergeant-Major J. Kempton, Royal Field Artillery, 
of 26 Toronto Street, Belfast, and Sergeant A. Leach, Royal Irish 
Rifles, Belfast, and the Military Medal, Private Daniel Looney, Irish 
Guards.


Northern Whig - June 22, 1918
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On this day - June 22

1921 - King George V opened the Northern Ireland 
parliament

His Majesty said, “May this historic gathering be the prelude 
of a day in which the Irish people, North and South, under 
one Parliament or two… shall work together in common 
love for Ireland.”

1940 - Stoker in HMS Glorious 

Archibald Ferguson, RN. Stoker in HMS Glorious. Son of 
Mrs. Annie Ferguson, Abington St., Belfast, who was 
notified that he was missing and was probably a prisoner of 
war. He joined up 17/07/1939. Previously an iron turner in 
Harland and Wolfs. He had three uncles who served in 
WW1. One was killed and two wounded. 

Belfast Weekly Telegraph - June 22, 1940
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1940

France capitulates to Hitler at Compiègne, the spot of 
Germany's surrender in 1918. To add insult to injury, the 
Führer holds the ceremony in the very same railway car 
used for the First World War Armistice. Germans troops 
cross the River Loire in strength as an armistice between 
France and Germany is signed at Compiegne. Its terms are 
read out loud to the French delegation by Generaloberst 
Keitel and provide for the occupation of the entire Channel 
and Atlantic coastlines, all major industrial areas, Alsace-
Lorraine is to be returned to Germany. Most of southern 
France will remain unoccupied, with a French administrative 
centre at Vichy. The French Army and Navy is to be 
demobilized and disarmed and France is to bear the cost of 
the German occupation. All French prisoners of war are to 
remain in Germany until a peace treaty is signed. 
French representatives fly to Rome to negotiate with 
Mussolini.

Second London County Council evacuation scheme 
completed, with 100,000 children moved to the West 
Country and Wales. 
Italians bomb Alexandria, Egypt. 
Marshal Pétain closes Indochina route to China. Churchill 
closes Burma Road to avoid war with Japan.

1941

Nazi Germany invades the Soviet Union with the largest 
invasion force in the history of warfare, called Operation 
Barbarossa. Churchill calls the German invasion of Russia, 
‘the fourth turning point of the war’ and offers to give 
whatever help we can.
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Barbarossa 1941

Just after midnight the Red Army is given orders to come to 
combat readiness, although they were still not allowed to 
occupy battle positions. At 3:15am, Operation 
‘Barbarossa’ (MAP) begins with German and Axis forces 
comprising 183 divisions (3,500,000 men), 3,350 tanks, 
7,184 guns and 1,945 aircraft launching the biggest military 
operation in history on an 1,800-mile front from ‘Finland to 
the Black Sea’. Three Army Groups supported by powerful 
Panzer armies and Luftwaffe bomber fleets, Army Group 
South (von Rundstedt) with Panzer Group 1 (von Kleist), 
Army Group Centre (von Bock) with Panzer Groups 2 
(Guderian) and 3 (Hoth), and Army Group North (von Leeb) 
with Panzer Group 4 (Hoepner), go into action against 132 
Soviet divisions (2,500,000 men), 20,000 tanks and 7,700 
aircraft. The overall objective of the campaign is to destroy 
the Soviet forces in western Russia by the Autumn and to 
occupy the European part of the Soviet Union up to the line 
Archangel – Urals – Volga – Astrakhan.
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1944

38 (Irish) Brigade - west of Lake Trasimene: 
Situation. 2 LIR were counter attacked twice during the 
night by parties of about 30 enemy. All were repulsed. 
6 Inniskillings was counter attacked at dawn by a coy of the 
enemy on the outskirts of Pucciarelli, which was 
successfully dealt

President Roosevelt signs the GI Bill of Rights which 
promises generous benefits for returning US servicemen. 
Allied planes drop 1,100 tons of bombs on Cherbourg. 
An all-out ground attack begins against Cherbourg.
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The end of the Battle of Kohima - after over 11 week's 
fighting, troops of Slim's 14th Army fought back the 
Japanese and laid the ground from defeat into victory. The 
British 2nd Division and 5th Indian Division meet on the 
Kohima-Imphal road, which is now completely clear of 
Japanese, lifting the 88-day siege of Imphal. The ‘Chindits’ 
begin an offensive on Mogaung in northern Burma. 'For 
your tomorrows we gave our today'

1945

Japanese resistance ends on Okinawa as the U.S. Tenth 
Army completes its capture.

Roll of Honour - June 22

Representing their comrades who died on this day

1917

+McCAFFERY, George

C Bty. 189th Bde. Royal Field Artillery. Acting Bombardier. 
115183. Died 22/06/1917. Born Enniskillen. Lijssenthoek 
Military Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium

1941

+IRWIN, Thomas  
RN. LS. D/JX142449. HMS Gloucester. Died 22/06/1941. 
Crete. Limavady. Plymouth Naval Memorial Panel 46

Page 10



1942

+McCORMACK, Terence Vincent
RAFVR. Aircraftman 1st Class. 1255025. Died 22/06/1942 . 
Son of George and Mary E. McCormack, Londonderry. 
Khartoum War Cemetery, Sudan

1943

+ARLOW, James Henry

RAFVR. Sergeant. 624543. Died 22/06/1943. Aged 23. 44 
(Rhodesia) Sqdn. Son of James and Ellen Arlow, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A. Runnymede Memorial, Panel 140. 
Banbridge Parish WM

+DONALDSON, David Stuart

RAFVR. Sergeant.1127694. Died 22/06/1943. Aged 20.7 
Sqdn.  
Son of David Stuart Donaldson and Louisa Nelson 
Donaldson, of Newtownards. Runnymede Memorial, Panel 
147

+ENGLAND, Norman Nicholas

RAFVR. Sergeant. 1130657. Died 22/06/1943. Aged 24. 44 
(Rhodesia) Sqdn. Son of William Henry and Evelyn 
England, Belfast. Runnymede Memorial, Panel 148. 
Portadown WM

+GILLIS, David 
RAFVR. Sergeant (Air Gunner).1025077. Died 22/06/1943 
aged 24 on air operations on the way to Germany. He was 
one of a crew of seven from 90 Sqdn. on a bombing mission 
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to Krefeld. His aircraft was shot down by a night fighter and 
crashed at Hoogwoud, North Holland with the loss of all the 
crew. He was the son of J. Gillis of 31 Victoria Terrace 
Portadown and had been a sergeant in the 1st Portadown 
Company BB. Bergen General Cemetery, Noord-Holland, 
Netherlands. Portadown WM, Thomas Street Church WM 

+HOUSTON, Robert
RN. AB. Died 22/06/1943. Age 22. HMS Renown. Son of 
Ellen Houston, Dundrum. Kilmegan Church of Ireland 
Graveyard, County Down.

+TAYLOR, Joseph Edgar

Royal Artillery. 85 Anti-Tank Regt. Lance Serjeant. 857809. 
Died 22/06/1943. Aged 22. Husband to Irene Taylor, of 
Lisburn. Kanchanaburi War Cemetery. Thailand 

1944

+SMITH, John Alexander
RM. Marine. PO/X 111109. Died 22/06/1944. Age 21. 41 
RM Commando. German prisoner of war. Injured in 
Normandy and died as a result of same. Educated at 
Bishop St., PE School, Londonderry. Founder member of St 
Augustine’s Parish Cub Pack. Active in Scout movement 
and YMCA. Keen sportsman. In his three years of service 
he took part in the landings in Sicily and Italy. Two brothers 
were serving overseas at the time of his death. Samuel was 
with the Londonderry Anti-Aircraft Regiment (Royal Artillery) 
and Thomas was in Egypt with the RAF. Their father had 
served in World War 1. Son of
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Every Day is a Remembrance Day
We will remember them

To return to Home Page - click on Remembrance NI 
masthead.

Are you on Facebook? Like the Remembrance Ni 
Facebook site to receive notice of new pos

Son of Richard and the late Rebecca Smith, Charlotte St., 
Londonderry. (Derry Standard 28/08/1944, Belfast Weekly 
Telegraph 08/09/1944) .Bayeux War Cemetery.

+SYNNOTT, Daniel Felix Oliver

RAFVR.Sergeant (Air Gunner).1796523. Died 22/06/1944. 
Aged 19. 630 Sqdn. Son of Daniel Thomas Synnott and 
Mary Synnott, of Newry. Heverlee War Cemetery,Vlaams-
Brabant, Belgium 

1947

+PHILLSON, Alan John
Royal Artillery. 9 HAA Regt.Gunner. 7042984. Died 
22/06/1947, aged 42. Son of Thomas and Margaret Philson 
of Waterside, Londonderry; Husband to Bridget Philson of 
Waterside. Ardmore Roman Catholic Old Graveyard
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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