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Jerrettspass Flight Sergeant in fatal crash 
in Equatorial Guinea  

John Joe Duffy (right front above) was born in 
Lissummon, Jerrettspass on 27th November 1916, the 
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eldest of the four children of James and Bridget Duffy. 
He was educated at Lissummon Primary School and, 
while still in his teens, went to find work in England.

There he worked as a landscape gardener, eventually 
setting up in business on his own. On Boxing Day 1939 he 
married Dorothy (Dorrie) Dalaston and they set up home at 
Rugby in Warwickshire. The following December, he 
enlisted in the R.A.F. He was trained as a wireless operator 
and air gunner before being assigned to Coastal Command. 
In February 1941 his son Roger was born and, shortly 
thereafter, Dorrie and their baby son came to Lissummon to 
live with John Joe’s mother for the duration of the war.

 
During the next three years he saw a great deal of action. 
He served in the Far East and was awarded ‘The Burma 
Star’ and with Costal Command took part in numerous 
missions in the Sunderland Flying boats. Throughout his 
time in the RAF, it seems that the crew, of which he was a 
member, remained largely unchanged and a great bond of 
friendship grew between them. In 1943 their plane came 
down in the sea, off Portugal, whether through mechanical 
failure or enemy action is not clear. Although they suffered 
injuries all were rescued and in time recommenced their 
service. On December 21st 1943, possibly from hospital, he 
wrote the following to his mother.

 
“Dear Mother, 
I was very pleased to hear from you and Mary yesterday. 
Was sorry to hear you were all so upset about me but don’t 
worry mother, I’m feeling tip-top again. I feel a lot better now 
that I’ve got my letters coming through. It took them quite a 
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while to catch up with me. 
I had to know you are all well at home and that you all like 
Dorrie and Roger. Thanks a million, mother, for having a 
Mass said for me also prayed for. It has meant a lot to me. I 
was glad to hear Tom Savage was enquiring about me. I 
shall be very pleased to hear from him. Give my kind 
regards to all at home. I hope to see you all very soon. God 
bless you all. 
Your loving son  
John Joe.”

In April 1944, Dorrie gave birth to their daughter Marlene. 
John Joe was given compassionate leave and spent some 
time back home in Lissummon with his family before 
returning to his squadron. 
Shortly thereafter the family learned, much to their relief that 
his crew were to be posted to East Africa, as this was 
largely out of the main war zone. While the reason for the 
posting is not known, it was seen as a reward for a crew 
who had, together, come through so much in the previous 
three years.

 
Dorrie, with Roger and Marlene

In order to avoid flying over mainland Europe and North 
East Africa, the flight path they were directed to take was 
that they follow the west coast of Africa, south to Nigeria, 
before heading east across the continent to their destination 
in Uganda. However they were never to make it, for while 
crossing the Gulf of Guinea, they flew into a very severe 
tropical storm, which caused their plane to crash-land on the 
little island of Fernando Po. There were no survivors. 
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Fernando Po was then part of Spanish Guinea. (Today the 
island is called Bioko).

The family were informed of the loss but had no other 
details. The ‘Tom Savage’ referred to in John Joe’s letter to 
his mother had become a priest and, in her distress, in an 
attempt to find out details what had become of her son, Mrs 
Duffy turned to Tom Savage for help.

Fr Savage recalled what had happened at the time:

“Early in 1944, I was sent to a parish in Edinburgh and while 
there I received a letter from Mrs Duffy telling me the sad 
news of John Joe’s death and asking if I could do something 
about finding out about it. I discovered where Fernando Po 
Island was, and that it was part of Spanish Guinea and that 
the language spoken there was Spanish. One of my duties 
in Edinburgh was to attend prisoners in the prison and as it 
happened there was a Spaniard there. With his help, I wrote 
a letter and addressed it to ‘The Parish Priest, Fernando Po 
Island, Spanish Guinea.’ I thought I would never hear of it 
and that I might as well have written to ‘The Parish Priest, 
America!’ but lo and behold, two months later a letter duly 
arrived from ‘The Parish Priest of Fernando Po.’”

The Duffy family have treasured the quaintly worded 
letter all these years

It reads: 
“The reference you received concerning your friend Mr Duffy 
is true by misfortune. The storm that broke when an English 
aeroplane was flying over this island caused it to fall down 
dying in the same instant the men (about ten) that were in it, 
except the one that was the cook who survived for an hour 
and by him we learnt certain details of the plane. There was 
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nobody near the place where this catastrophe took place in 
this stage it was not possible to give these unfortunate men 
spiritual assistance.... 

Judging your well known Mr Duffy that he took in the main 
trip of his journey he was a good Christian; among said 
documents we found one that assures he had fulfilled with 
parish cathedral of Lagos confessing and receiving Holy 
Communion for the Easter. Moreover he took there 
crucifixions, some medals and one prayer book.... 

..... Knowing the undersigned all these details and wanting 
to give more embossment to the event being that it was 
treating of a catholic so excellent denote all his documents I 
ordered the Rev Fr Parson of the cathedral to display all his 
items for the burial of the late Mr Duffy and was done 
according to my orders..... The ceremony was very solemn 
and grand it has been few in this capital.... After the 
ceremony was done... they were carried to the cemetery by 
the great multitude....You may be tranquil trusting that our 
heavenly father in his infinite mercy has reserved a place for 
him in heaven....”(sic.) In May a letter from the Squadron 
Leader arrived containing John Joe’s gold wedding ring. A 
letter from the Air Ministry later in the year gave more details 
of the funeral and enclosed photographs of the funeral in 
Santa Isabel (the capital of Fernando Po):

The funeral of John Joe Duffy in Santa Isabel, Fernando 
Po Island

“ The funeral was conducted by a Roman Catholic priest 
and two Methodist Ministers, as no Church of England priest 
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could be found. The cortege (above) formed up outside the 
cathedral and proceeded to the cemetery. The pallbearers 
were all British Africans and military honours were accorded 
by a detachment of Marines. Wreaths were received from 
the Spanish Guinea Government, various government 
departments, British Africans, a number of business houses, 
the British Consulate and from the African Staff of the 
Consulate. Each wreath was inscribed ‘In honoured memory 
of a member of the Royal Air Force.’ The town council of 
Santa Isabel has ceded, to His Majesty’s Government, the 
land in the cemetery where your husband and his comrades 
lie.”

A few years ago, a nephew of John Joe’s was able to visit 
Santa Isabel on Fernando Po. (Santa Isabel is now known 
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as ‘Malabo’) The graves of his uncle and the other crew 
members are perfectly kept.

See entry in today’s Roll of Honour.

On this day - June 3
1940

All aliens and stateless 
persons living in Britain 
are forbidden to leave 
home between 10:30 pm 
and 6 am.

Churchill orders the 
setting up of commando 
forces to be used for 
raiding occupied Europe.

The last night of the 
Dunkirk evacuation sees 
26,700 French soldiers 
lifted from the beaches. 
This brings the total 
rescued to 224,686 

British, 121,445 French and Belgian troops. Most of the 
French opt to return to France toÂ continue the fight. During 
the evacuation, 177 aircraft were lost (Germans lost 140 
aircraft).

Admiralty announce the loss of six destroyers, 24 small 
warships and participation of 222 British naval vesselsÂ and 
665 other craft in Dunkirk operation. 226 vessels are sunk 
altogether.
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300 German planes bomb Paris inflicting around 900 
casualties.

British and French forces start to evacuate from Narvik in 
northern Norway.

1941  
Attlee memorandum approved 2,430,000 to 19,000 at 
Labour Party conference: ‘A necessary prelude to a just 
peace isÂ a total victory.’

Ex-Kaiser Wilhelm II, dies in exile in Holland.

New Iraqi government is formed.

1942  
Task Force 16 (Spruance) and 17 (Fletcher) meet 350 miles 
north-east of Midway. Admiral Fletcher takes overall 
command of the joint task force, although the two would act 
separately. 

US land based aircraft from Midway spot the Japanese 
Transport Force about 600 miles from Midway. They launch 
attacks against this force, but withoutÂ success. 

US reconnaissance aircraft spot the 2 carriers of the 
Japanese 2nd Carrier Striking Force, which were about 400 
miles from Kiska in the Aleutians.

1943  
The first fruits of victory reach British shops, Algerian wine.

1944  
Hitler allows Kesselring to withdraw from Rome, which has 
now been declared an ‘Open City’.
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The Japanese rearguard at Kohima retreats, ending a 64 
day battle.

Roll of Honour - June 3
Representing their comrades who died on this day
1915

+GRAY, John
Royal Marine Light Infantry, Royal Naval Brigade, Chatham 
Battalion. Private. CH/298(S). Died 03/06/1915 in hospital in 
Alexandria, Egypt, of wounds received at the Dardanelles. 
Aged about 29. Son of James and Sarah Gray, Burnside, 
Portstewart. Before the War he was employed as a tailor in 
Belfast. Alexandria (Chatby) Military and War Memorial 
Cemetery, Egypt. Portstewart WM, Agherton Parish Church 
WM, PCI RH, IWMR

1916

+BREEN, Robert Alexander
7th Bn. Royal Irish Rifles. Rifleman. 5767. Died 03/06/1916. 
Aged 18. Son of Sarah McCormick, of 87, Glenwood St., 
Belfast. Dud Corner Cemetery, Loos. Pas de Calais, France

+HETHERINGTON, James Watson

Canadian Infantry, 7th Btn. Private.16431. Died 03/06/1916. 
Aged 32.  James enlisted with the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers 
for one year. He emigrated to Canada where he worked as 
a labourer. He enlisted on 18/09/1914 at Valcartier, Quebec. 
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He was 30 years old and single. Oldest son of James and 
Jane Hetherington, of Killyman St., Moy, Co. Tyrone. 
Railway Dugouts Burial Ground (Transport Farm), West-
Vlaanderen, Belgium. Moy WM 

1917
+McKEIRNAN, John
Royal Lancaster Regt.2/5th Bn. Corporal. 240617. Died 
03/06/1917. Son of Charles and Mary nee McAllister 
McKiernan, Culfeitrin, Co. Antrim. Rue-David Cemetery,

1940

+ALLEN, Matthew Taylor

Royal Ulster Rifles, 2nd Btn. Rifleman. 7011561. Died 
03/06/1940. Aged 31. Son of James and Agnes Jane Allen, 
of Belfast; husband of Mary Elizabeth Allen, of Darlington, 
Co. Durham. Dover (St James’s Cemetery)

+MAJUREY, Thomas, 
Royal Ulster Rifles, 1st Btn. Rifleman. 7013776. Died 
03/06/1940. He enlisted at the outbreak of WW2. Wounded 
at Dunkirk, he died at a military hospital in Dover, Kent. The 
son of Andrew and Dorothy Majurey of 4 Pollard Street, 
Belfast. One of his brothers, John Majurey, of 44 Rathcool 
Street, Belfast also served during the war. Belfast City 
Cemetery, Glenalina Extension

+THOMPSON, Hugh Joseph

Royal Ulster Rifles, 2nd Btn. Rifleman. 7013406. Died 
03/06/1940 at an English military hospital having returned to 
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the United Kingdom wounded from Dunkirk. Aged 20. Son of 
Johnny and Annie Thompson, of Moltke Street, Belfast; 
husband to Elizabeth L. Nee Swain Thompson, of 5 
Linwood Street, Belfast. The couple had a baby daughter. 
One of Hugh’s brothers, William Thompson, served in India 
with the British forces. Belfast City Cemetery, Glenalina 
Extension

1942

+McMILLAN, Robert

RAF. Leading Aircraftman. 525227. Died 03/06/1942. Aged 
29.  70 Sqdn. Son of Robert and Margaret McMillan, 
Bloomfield, Belfast. Pietermaritzburg (Fort Napier) 
Cemetery, South Africa

+REID, DAVID

RAFVR. Corporal. 906516. Died 03/06/1942. Aged 28. 43 
Sqdn. Son of Thomas B. Reid and Susanna Reid, Belfast; 
husband of Phyllis Reid, Belmont, Belfast. Dundonald 
Cemetery

1944
+DUFFY, John Joseph
RAFVR. Flight Sergeant (Wireless Op./Air 
Gunner).1312519. Died 03/06/1944. Aged 27. Born in 
Lissummon, Jerrettspass on 27/11/1916, the eldest of the 
four children of of James and Bridget Duffy; husband to 
Dorothy Lily Duffy, of Wortwell, Norfolk. Malabo Cemetery, 
Bioko, Equatorial Guinea  (See article above)

Page 11



VETERAN

WATTON, Andrew
RN. Boy I. J83512. Boy service from 22/01/1918. In 
Impregnable. Invalided out 02/07/1919. Born Coleraine 
03/06/1902. ADM 188/814/83512

Every Day is a Remembrance Day
We will remember them

1945

+MARSHALL, Robert William Stanley
RAFVR.Squadron Leader. 63386. Died 03/06/1945. Aged 
27. M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O.(Hons.), Queen's University, Belfast. 
Son of Robert and Evelyn Mary Marshall, of Belfast. 
Husband to Hilary Marshall (nee Crymble), of Londonderry. 
Singapore Memorial, Singapore. QUB RH

1947

+MORAN, William Henry (Harry)

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. Fusilier.14468911. Died 
03/06/1947. Aged 19. Son of John T. and Gertrude Moran, 
of Magherafelt. Udine War Cemetery, Italy.
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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