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May 29 - Surrender at Goose Green, 
Falklands 1982

On May 29, 1982, Major Chris Keeble accepted the 
surrender of 1,100 Argentine soldiers at the battle of Goose 
Green. After 14 hours of hard fighting, the Argentine troops
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had been driven back in all quarters, but the battle was not 
yet over and the situation was critical.

The British forces were dispersed, exhausted and so low on 
supplies it was seriously questioned whether they even had 
the ammunition, food and water to continue the battle. The 
three artillery pieces held by 29 Commando Regiment, 
Royal Artillery had provided intense fire support during the 
battle and had used nearly all of the 960 shells they brought. 
Harrier strikes from the RAF had only been moderately 
successful. One had been shot down by Argentine anti-
aircraft fire and other missions flown has missed their 
intended target.

Major Keeble, who had now assumed command of 2 Para, 
faced a difficult decision. The main Argentine force had 
withdrawn in reasonably good order and still held the 
settlement of Goose Green itself. Keeble called on the 
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Argentine commander to surrender, making it clear that 
should he not do so, he would "flatten Goose Green" with 
everything he had at his disposal.

�

This was something of a bluff and one can only speculate at 
the relief he must have felt when the the Argentine forces 
agreed. Having survived the landings at San Carlos, the 
exhausting, freezing march South, a full day of heavy 
fighting and now critically low on supplies, he can not have 
relished the thought of advancing against the largest 
Argentine formation on the isthmus. 

The first land battle of The Falklands War was over. British 
forceshad lost 18 men (16 Paras, 1 Navy pilot and 1 
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Commando Sapper) with 64 more being wounded. The 
Argentine casualties were twice that. 

Lieutenant Colonel Jones was posthumously awarded the 
Victoria Cross, Major Keeble was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Order and a number of other 
paratroopers were decorated for gallantry. The victory was a 
resounding success for the British government and military 
and the first step in winning the land campaign.

Roll of Honour - May 29
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1916

+BARRETT, Ernest William 

Royal Flying Corps. Captain. 29th Squadron. Died 
29/05/1916. Age 26. He was educated at Campbell College, 
Royal School, Armagh; and Queen's University, Belfast. He 
was a noted athlete and a well known cricketer and football 
player, as well as a keen golfer. Ernest Barrett spent five 
years working on an Australian sheep station and then he 
worked as the assistant manager on a large rubber 
plantation in Singapore. Shortly after the outbreak of the 
Great War he returned to London and gained a commission 
in the Royal Flying Corps. Captain Barrett was killed on May 
29th when on patrol duty, in an attack on two German 
machines, having the previous day attacked and skilfully 
outmanoeuvred a Fokker. He was shot in the head during 
an aerial duel with two German planes. His plane crash-
landed behind his own lines and his body was recovered 
that evening. His funeral was conducted by a Rev Preston, 
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Church of England Chaplain to the Forces. After this 
bereavement Ernest’s sister Daisy had a very quiet wedding 
in St Anne’s Cathedral Belfast on 28/07/1916. She married 
Captain RB Purce from Ballymoney who was serving with 
the Royal Army Medical Corps. Captain Purce was due to 
return to the front on 4 August having come home on special 
leave from France for the wedding. The best man at the 
wedding was Daisy’s brother Cadet St Clair Edward John 
Barrett (10th Reserve Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliers, 
Newtownards). Norman was the first of the three Barrett 
brothers to die during the Great War, Ernest the second and 
Knox the third. Son of James Hunter Barrett JP and Eleanor 
Jane Barrett (nee Hughes). Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, 
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Bangor Masonic Lodge 286 RH. 
Bangor WM. Bangor RBL plaque. Bangor Parish. 

1940

+KYLE, William Elliott Motherwell

Royal Artillery. Gunner. 788109. Died 29/05/1940. Aged 36. 
2 Survey Regt. Son of Robert James Kyle and Isabella Kyle, 
of Fintona, Co. Tyrone; husband to Mary Kyle. Dunkirk 
Memorial, Nord, France 

+THOMLINSON, Frederick John

Royal Artillery. Lance Bombardier. 1475560. Died between 
29/05/1940 and 02/06/1940. Aged 28. 11 Bty., 3 Searchlight 
Regt. Husband to Eileen Thomlinson, of Castlederg.  
Dunkirk Memorial Column 9

1941

HMS HEREFORD
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Hereward participated in the Battle of Cape Matapan in 
03/1941 and helped tto evacuate Allied troops from Greece 
in April. In May the ship sank several small ships of a 
German convoy attempting to land troops on Crete. Later 
that month, she was bombed and sunk by German dive 
bombers as she was evacuating Allied troops from Crete.

+ACHESON, Nicholas Archibald Edward Patrick 

RN. Lieutenant. Died 29/05/1941. Age 24. HMS Hereford. 
Battle of Crete. B 23/05/1917. Son of Captain Hon. Patrick 
George Edward Cavendish Acheson and Norah Acheson. 
Brother of Sub. Lieutenant Michael Ernest Brabazon 
Acheson. Gosford, Co. Armagh and Chipstead, Surrey. 
Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Panel 45.

+McELWEE, Albert
OS. P/JX198137. HMS Hereward. Died 29/05/1941. Age 21. 
Son of Albert and Sarah J McElwee, Limavady, 
Co.Londonderry. Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Panel 51.
  

1943

+CROZIER, Andrew Johnston Morrow
RAFVR. Sergeant. 1482489. Died 29/05/1943. Aged 25. 
Killed/Died on Active Service (Family Memorial). Son of 
Richard Benjamin and Jeannie Crozier of Finaghy. Lisburn 
cemetery 
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On this day - May 29
1940  
The British destroyer HMS Wakeful is hit and sunk by a 
torpedo from the German E-boat S30. HMS Grafton which 
was nearby try’s to rescue the sailors from HMS Wakeful, 
but is itself hit by another torpedo from the same German E-
boat and begins to sink. Another British destroyer, HMS 
Comfort moves up to help, but HMS Grafton fires on her in 
the mistaken belief that she is a German ship, sinking HMS 
Comfort. 15 other vessels are also sunk by Luftwaffe Stuka 
attacks near Dunkirk on this day.

�

German 6th Army takes Lille, Ostend and Ypres in western 
Flander’s. Luftwaffe activity increases as orders the Panzers 
to be switched south ready for main battle of France. 47,300 
British and French troops are evacuated from Dunkirk today.

1941  
During the evacuation of British troops from Crete, a 
Luftwaffe attack on the cruiser Orion inflicts 200 casualties 
and sinks British destroyers Imperial and Hereward.

1942  
‘Fridericus I’ is completed as the Russian pocket to the 
Southeast of Kharkov is finally wiped out and 214,000 
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Russians captured, along with 1,200 tanks and 2,000 guns 
destroyed. German casualties in the fighting around 
Kharkov amount to some 20,000.

Rommel is only 25 miles from Tobruk as a massive tank 
battle rages in the ‘Cauldron’.

The Chinese are defeated by Japanese forces at Kinhwa in 
Chekiang province south of Shanghai.

1943  
The RAF launches a major raid (719 bombers) against 
Wuppertal, dropping 1,900 tons of bombs and killing 2,450 
civilians and claim that half of Wuppertal has been ‘wiped off 
the map’.

1944  
The U.S. escort carrier Block Island is sunk by U-549 off the 
Canary Islands.

Using its maximum range, the US 8th Air Force attacks 
aircraft production plants at Marienburg and Posen in 
eastern Germany.

The British reach ‘the factory’, 10 miles North of Anzio.

The first U.S. armored battle of the pacific war occurs on 
Biak, with six tanks being involved. The Japanese manage 
to force the partial re-embarkation of U.S. forces.

1945  
SHAEF in Paris says that there are an estimated 4.25 
million displaced persons in the Anglo-American zone, of 
which only 1.39 million have so far been repatriated, most of 
these to Western Europe.

1972 
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The Official IRA announced a ceasefire, stating: “The 
overwhelming desire of the great majority of all the people of 
the north is for an end to military actions.” The Provisional 
IRA campaign would continue until a final ceasefire in 1997.
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The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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