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This day in 1944, Polish, British and other Allied forces 
captured Monte Cassino, Italy, after 123 days of heavy 
fighting. 55,000 Allied troops became casualties in 123 
days of fighting.

The Battle of Monte Cassino, arguably one of the most 
intense and demanding of the war.

It is worth recalling the circumstances that led to this 
protracted engagement on the Italian peninsula. With the 
Axis surrendering in North Africa, the Allies had just passed 
their first real test. The road to Rome appeared open. 

+++++

Letter from Lt Room to Olive Franklyn-Vaile, 18th May 
1944 :
"Yesterday morning, about quarter to eight, Lawrie died. 
I was about five yards from him when the shell 
exploded so was with him immediately. I am certain he 
was not conscious after he had been hit and so suffered 
no pain.”

Major Lawrie  Franklyn-Vaile was a company 
commander of RIF

+++++

Halfway up the boot of Italy, however, Allied troops 
encountered a series of coast-to-coast defensive 
fortifications known as the Winter Line, with the magnificent 
Roman Catholic abbey of Monte Cassino at its apex. Built in 
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John Horsfall, CO 2 London Irish Rifles, north of 
Cassino, 18 May 1944; "We remained in the vicinity of 
Piumarola for the rest of that day, the 18th &, during the 
morning, I sent out a further patrol westwards. But all 
that F Coy could find was a rather scruffy jager, who 
had clearly got lost. Not a shot was fired at us all 
morning and in this strange lull, hardly a gun opened up 
in the whole of the sector..."

the sixth century, its hilltop vantage point dominated access 
to the Liri and Rapido valleys – and the road to Rome.

Months of fighting followed in what became one of the 
longest and bloodiest engagements of the Italian campaign. 

The 8th Army might have arrived at the battle in their desert 
warfare gear but, far from being warmed by the 
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Written from his 
hospital bed by 
Lt Nicholas Mosley 
E Coy 2 LIR, May 
1944.

Lacrimae Liri

"The cornfields wave toward the sky.
And from above the clouds reply
With smiles of gentle sleepiness.
Below, the summer sun’s caress
Lies softly on the  silent plains.

+++++

Mediterranean sun, Allied troops found themselves chilled to 
the bone. Fighting across the rugged terrain was hand-to-
hand, on exposed slopes as torrential rain beat down and 
artillery fire turned rock to shrapnel. 

War diaries from soldiers in the 10th Royal Berkshire 
Regiment speak of the 12-hour climb to the battalion 
forward positions to replenish rations and ammunition.
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It took four separate battles before the Abbey was finally 
taken by Second Polish Corps as part of a multinational 
force of 20 divisions assaulting across a front of 20 miles.

The Battle of Monte Cassino was in many ways a flawed 
campaign. Ill-equipped troops struggled to cope with 
unfamiliar terrain, chains of command were not always 
followed – even the higher strategic objectives were not fully 
agreed. Those mistakes had tragic consequences. But the 
tactical, strategic and political lessons learnt were applied to 
D Day planning, from the importance of logistical supply 
chains, troops in reserve, and wise use of artillery power to 
post-conflict stabilisation and responsibilities to civilians.

In the newspapers - May 18

18th May 1918 Northern Whig

Ulster Division Rank and File Fatality

Lance Corporal Edward George Rennix, 12th Battalion 
Royal Irish Rifles, prev. 11th/13th battalion, killed in action 
13th April, 1918. Son of Samuel and Mary Ann Rennicks 
nee Connor, of Ballsbridge, Dublin and Husband of Mary 
Rennix, of 3 Maryville Terrace, Dunmurry, Co. Antrim. 
Deceased was 35 years of age and is commemorated on 
the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium.

Roll of Honour - May 18
Representing their comrades who died on this day
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1915

+FAULKNER, Thomas 
1st Irish Guards. Private. 1885. Died 18/05/1915. Aged 33. 
Son of Alexander and Annie Faulkner, of Ahoghill, 
Ballymena, Co. Antrim, husband to Sarah Faulkner, 10, 
Somerset Street, Belfast. Le Touret Memorial, Pas de 
Calais, France. St Jude’s C of I Parish Church, Belfast, WM

+McMANUS, Hugh M.  

1st Irish Guards. Private. 14. Died 18/05/1915. Born in 
Lisburn, he lived in Belfast, enlisted at Oxford and served in 
1IG (14). Le Touret Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

1918

+CUMMINGS, William Gordon
RAMC. Captain Died 18/05/1918. Royal School, 
Dungannon. Matriculated QUB 19/10/1898. MC. BCh, BAO 
1903. For a time after qualifying, William Cummings acted 
as resident medical officer at Richmond Hospital, Dublin. 
Afterwards he had in a few years, built up a large medical 
practice in the districts of Hamwell and West Ealing, 
London. He was a member of the Ealing Division of the 
British Medical Association. He voluntarily joined the forces 
long before the introduction of conscription. He was with the 
Royal Army Medical Corps. He was killed in the battle 
around Bullecourt. William was well-known in local rugby 
football circles, and was a member of the brilliant Queens 
College rugby team of 1899-1900 which went through the 
season with an unbeaten record and won three cups. He 
was an excellent scrum half, and played in the inter-

Page �6



MAY 18, 2019

provincial team with another famous footballer, the late John 
D Ferris, who afterwards died in India while serving in the 
Indian Medical Services. In 1908, William married Mary 
Pleasance Cracknell. In 1910, they had a daughter, Mary 
Elizabeth Cummings. William retained his interest in Ulster 
politics, for in 1912 his signature could be found on the 
Ulster Covenant, signing in Westminster. Son of James 
Cummings, Scotch Street, Dungannon.  Mory Abbey Military 
Cemetery, Mory, Pas de Calais, France. QUB WM, RH

1940 - PRINCESS VICTORIA

+DAVIDSON, Thomas
RNVR. Telegraphist. P/UD/X 1397. Died 18/05/1940. Age 
20. HMS Princess Victoria. Was on duty in the wireless 
cabin at the time of the disaster. He had been married for 
only three months to Miss Marie Irwin of Paris St., Belfast. 
His father, mother Elizabeth, and two sisters lived at Harley 
St., Old Lodge Rd., Belfast. (Belfast Weekly Telegraph 
01/06/1940). Cley - next - the Sea (St. Margaret) 
Churchyard

+McCALMONT, James
RNR. Petty Officer. World War 1. Took part in the Gallipoli 
campaign. (Glenarm  - PCI RH). In WW2 he served as 
Boatswain. Naval Auxiliary Personnel. Died 18/05/1940. 
HMS Princess Victoria. In the inter-war years he was 
engaged on the Larne - Stranraer route and when the 
Princess Victoria was taken over by the Admiralty for mine 
laying, he went along with the vessel. He was the first 
Glenarm man to be lost at sea in the war. His father was 
resident in Glenarm. (Belfast Weekly Telegraph 01/06/1940). 

Page �7



MAY 18, 2019

Husband of Mary McCalmont, of Stranraer, Wigtownshire. 
Liverpool Naval Memorial, Panel 18

1940
 

�

+LYNAS, Mark 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 2nd Bn. Lance Corporal. 
2872731. Died 18/05/1940. Age: 32. Son of Joseph Lynas 
and of Margaret Lynas (nee McNeill), of Ballymena, Co. 
Antrim, Northern Ireland; husband to Margaret Hawke Lynas 
(nee Power), of Harryville, Ballymena. Halle Communal 
Cemetery, Belgium (Photo above).

+MEGARRY, Herbert Reginald                        
RAFVR. Sergeant. 745111. Died 18/05/1940. Aged 20. Son 
of Herbert and Sarah Megarry of Bangor. Bangor Cemetery. 
Bangor Parish Church RH
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1941
+HOOD, JOHN

A.I.F. 2/12 Bn.Australian Infantry. Corporal. QX2025. Died 
18/05/1941. Aged 31. Son of John and Mary Ann Hood, of 
Baylands, Larne. Knightsbridge War Cemetery, Acroma, 
LIbya

1945
+BROWN, Robert William
RN. Able Seaman. D/JX 348457. Died 18/05/1945. Age 22. 
HMS Lanka. (RN base, Colombo, Ceylon). Son of Jeannie 
Brown, Armoy. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 93

On this day - May 18
1917

US Congress passes the Selective Service Act authorizing 
the draft. Although criticized for destroying democracy at 
home while fighting for it abroad, President Wilson claims he 
sees no other option and signs the bill into law.

1940

Germans take Antwerp, Belgium’s second city. Allied forces 
are seriously split as German tanks of 19th Panzer Korps 
(Guderian) reach Peronne and Rommel’s 7th Panzer 
Division reaches Cambrai during their rapid advance toward 
the Channel coast. Amiens is occupied. 

Regions ceded to Belgium in Treaty of Versailles (1919) are 
re-incorporated into Germany.
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Heavy cruiser HMS Effingham was wrecked after striking 
rocks off Bodø, Norway and ran aground. Her hulk was 
scuttled by a torpedo from HMS Matabele on 21 May. No 
casualties.

1941  
British air raids on Germany continue.

Italy annexes the Yugoslavian territory of Dalmatia.

General Dentz tells the French Army in Syria to “match force 
with force”. The 5th Indian Division captures the Italian 
fortress of Amba Alagi after 18 days of fighting. 

The British column from Palestine (Habforce), arrives at 
Habbaniyah and relieves its garrison.

1942

Tadeusz Polaczek-Kornecki (b. in Rudawa on 8 Feb 1885)
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arrived at Auschwitz in a transport from Montelupich prison 
in Cracow. He was a mechanical engineer, director of 
Cracow Municipal Electrical Railway. He perished in the 
camp on 2 June 1942.

New York ends night baseball games for the rest of World 
War II.

The RAF launches a major attack against Mannheim.

The Royal Navy’s Fleet Air Arm attacks and hits the German 
heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen off Norway, but she makes it 
back to Kiel.

Despite increasing losses, Churchill remains determined to 
continue the Artic convoys to Russia.

German forces finally halt the Russian summer offensive 
just short of Kharkov and let loose Group von Kleist’s with a 
strength of 15 Divisions (1st Panzer Army and 17th Army), 
of which two are Panzer and one Motorized. The Germans 
aim for Izyum to the South of Kharkov in order to pinch off 
the Russian salient. The Germans attack with their usual 
skill, technology, and ferocity and drive through the Russian 
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defenses. The Germans have a 4.4-1 edge in tanks, 1.7-1 
edge in artillery, and 1.3-1 edge in infantry on the battlefield. 
Russian co-ordination is poor and the Germans quickly gain 
local air superiority. Russian officers lack adequate combat 
experience to handle the fast pace of the German blitzkrieg, 
and their divisions literally come apart.

The New York Times reports on an inside page that Nazis 
have machine-gunned over 100,000 Jews in the Baltic 
states, 100,000 in Poland and twice as many in western 
Russia.

1943  
The Japanese launch a new offensive along the Yangtze 
river, 250 miles north east of the Nationalist capital of 
Chunking.

1944  
Polish troops finally capture the town of Cassino.

1972

 �

A team of two SBS operators, one SAS and an ATO bomb 
disposal expert were parachuted into the Atlantic alongside 
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the QE2 to search for a reported bomb. The team included 
Major Richard Clifford and Cpl Tom Jones from the 2nd 
SBS. The ATO had never parachuted before!

�
Clifford gave the ATO some quick lessons in parachuting 
whilst on the Hercules. Three suspicious suitcases were 
found onboard, one being blown open to reveal books and 
dirty laundry. The threat had been a hoax...
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1987
37 American sailors are killed as two Iraqi Exocet missiles 
hit the destroyer USS Stark in the Persian Gulf. 

�

2011 
A state dinner was held in Dublin Castle for Queen Elizabeth 
II, on the first-ever visit by a British monarch to the Republic 
of Ireland. The Queen spoke, beginning in Irish, saying, “A 
Uachtaráin, agus a chairde” (“President and friends.”)
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REMEMBRANCE NI DAILY POSTS 
Click the headlines at -

https://remembranceni.org/

 

Facebook users - become a Facebook friend of 
Remembrance Ni for immediate updates of new posts 

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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