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Naval Reserve officer 
from Derry was  a top U-
boat hunter in WW2

Commander William Brown Piggot 
from Londonderry had an excellent 
record as a U-boat hunter. He was 
Mentioned in despatches and 
awarded the DSC and bar. 

His record

On 17/11/1940 HMS Mallow 
(commanded by Lt.Cdr. W.B. Piggott, 
RNR) picked up 18 survivors from the British merchant Saint 
Germain that was torpedoed and sunk by German 
submarine U-137 north-north-west of Tory Island in position 
55°40'N, 08°40'W. HMS Mallow was a convoy escort vessel 
attached to the 8th escort group based at Londonderry NI. 
She operated mainly in the North Atlantic covering convoys 
between Halifax, Nova Scotia and Liverpool via Iceland.

On 19/10/1941 he was in command of HMS Mallow, a 
Flower class corvette (built in Belfast at Harland and Wolff 
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between 14/11/1939 and 
22/05/1940), when she took part 
in the sinking of German 
submarine U-204 near Tangier. 
“The German submarine U-204 
was sunk near Tangier, in position 
35.46N, 06.02W, by depth 
charges from the British corvette 
HMS Mallow (Cdr. W.B. Piggot, 
OBE, RNR) and the British sloop 
HMS Rochester (Cdr. C.B. Allen, 
RN).” 

Bill Piggot in later life (right)

On 11/05/1943 German submarine U-528 was sunk in the 
North Atlantic south-west of Ireland, in position 46°55'N, 
14°44'W, by depth charges from a British Handley Page 
Halifax aircraft (Sqdn. 58/D) and by depth charges from the 
British sloop HMS Fleetwood (Cdr. W.B. Piggot, OBE, 
RNR). - See account below. 

On 02/11/1943 German U-boat U - 340 was sunk at 0430hrs 
near Tangier, in position 35°33'N, 06°37'W, by depth 
charges from the British sloop HMS Fleetwood (Cdr. W.B. 
Piggott, DSC, RD, RNR) and the British destroyers HMS 
Active (Lt.Cdr. P.G. Merriman, DSC, RN) and HMS 
Witherington (Lt.Cdr. R.B.S. Tennant, RN) and by depth 
charges from a British Wellington aircraft (Sqdn. 179/R). - 
See account below. 

The Sinking of U528
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Captain Von Rabenau taking a photo opportunity with 
Commander Piggot ( left ) and with members of the 
ships company.

U528 was making its way back to Lorient on 11th May 1943 
when sighted by a Halifax bomber in anti submarine patrol 
to another convoy. Pilot officer Stark in Halifax 11- D-Dog 
sighted a wake on the Port side 3 miles distant. He then 
sighted the U. Boat making good speed in a calm sea. By 
the time he had manouvred to position to attack the U. Boat 
had been submerged for one minute. so the depth charges 
were not released. he made visual signal back to convoy 
escorts because his R.T. had problems. Later he again 
spotted the U. Boat on the surface some 10 miles aft of the 
convoy achieving almost complete surprise he dived and the 
his navigator opened fire and saw tracer hitting the conning 
Tower The U. boat changed course to starboard and dived 
The Halifax attacked from the submarines Port Bow 
releasing five mark X1 Torpex depth chargers set to shallow 
depth. The rear gunner saw  one explosion alongside the 
diving U. Boat  having seen nothing further the pilot set 
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course back to the convoy and fifteen minutes later sent a 
report back to the Senior Naval officer. Receiving no reply 
the aircraft left the scene. Down below the report had been 
received by the SNO in HMS Scarborough and  L47 HMS 
Fleetwood was sent to investigate. Fleetwood carried out a 
box search and sighted a smoke candle dropped by the 
Halifax an hour earlier. Twenty minutes after she made 
asdic contact and attacked the position. The contact started 
slowly moving eastwards  Six minutes later another pattern 
of ten depth charges was dropped.  Contact was lost and 
Comdr. W.B. Piggot decided to do another box search 
during which the officer of the watch sighted spray coming 
fro the conning tower of a U. Boat. on a Southerly course. 
another attack was made with the U. Boat diving and once 
again contact was lost. Another contact was made and as 
Fleetwood made yet another attack with charges set to 
deep. By now the Fleetwood was low on charges and HMS 
Mignonette joined the hunt in a box search. As the West leg 
was completed they sighted the U. Boat stopped low in the 
water the guns were ordered to fire sinking the U. Boat. 
Survivors were seen in the water and Fleetwood rescued 39 
of them including the Captain Georg Von Rabenau.

The Sinking of U340

The second sinking occurred in the Straits of Gibraltar,East 
of Ceuta  Just over an hour into the morning of the 1st 
November 1943 contact was made at 2 miles by Wellington 
“R” of 179 squadron.The Wellington homed in and dropped 
six depth charges across the target. The U Boat dived  and 
all contact was lost. U 340 was damaged but emergency 
repairs effected and the boat was on its way again. It was 
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located some hours later by HMS Witherington off Malabata 
light. The Destroyer Active and Sloop Fleetwood joined in 
the depth charge attacks. Proceeding submerged U340 
surfaced in the evening to recharge her batteries. Two hours 
later she was sighted by Fleetwood and the Corvettes 
Bluebell and Poppy. Depth charge attacks forced the U Boat 
to dive deep and contact was lost. Five hours went by 
before the boat resurfaced in the early hours of 2nd 
November, and as daylight approached it became 
impossible to remain there and impossible for it to continue. 
So her Captain Hans Joachim Klaus decided to scuttle his 
boat. Charges were set and exploded and U 340 sank. 
Klaus and 47 others were picked up by three Spanish 
Trawlers. Soon after dawn Fleetwood still searching for the 
stricken U Boat approached for a closer look at three 
suspicious looking fishing trawlers and fired a warning shot 
when they failed to stop. Search parties from Fleetwood 
found the U 340 crew took them off as POW’s. and later 
landed them at Gibraltar.

Citations

At the National Archive at Kew two documents survive 
relating to W.B.P.’s activities and his two DSC awards – 
ADM 1/12478 and ADM1/14457. The OBE citation remains 
undiscovered but surely relates to the 1940 incident and the 
rescue of  the crew of the Saint Germain. The DSC and the 
Bar to his DSC relate to the sinking of the three U -boats in 
1941 and 1943.  

The citation for his second DSC was as follows:
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"For outstanding zeal and efficiency when HMS “Fleetwood” 
after a hunt of 5 hours during which seven attacks were 
carried out destroyed an enemy submarine.”

The Anti Submarine Control Officer , Lt John Duncan 
( Aberdeen ) , was also awarded the DSC for his actions on 
this occasion:

"Successful destruction of a U-boat (U 340 ) which would 
have escaped in the misty conditions prevailing after a third 
attack had it not been for his keen sighting of spray from the 
conning tower and, as A/S Control officer, performing 
subsequent five excellent A/S attacks.”

Piggot was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) 
on September 14, 1943, ‘for great skill and courage in action 
against enemy submarines in the Atlantic'. He was awarded 
a Bar to DSC on 2 May 1944.

Commander Piggot had experience in the merchant navy 
and held a master’s certificate in deep-sea sailing ships. 
After the war he was with the Marine Surveyor's Office of 
the Board of Trade, in Belfast.He eventually retired as 
Captain Piggot commanding HMS Caroline a RN base in 
Belfast  in 1957. 

PIGGOT, William Brown
RNR. Commander. OBE. DSC. RD. MiD. He was the son of 
James and Margaret Orr Piggot, Beechwood St., 
Londonderry. 
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In the newspapers - May 11

11th May 1915 Belfast Newsletter.

Troops Return to Camp.

The 107th Infantry Brigade, which is commanded by 
Brigadier-General G. H. H. Couchman, D.S.O., left Belfast 
yesterday on the first stage of the return journey to 
Ballykinlar camp.

The 14th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles (Young Citizens) 
marched through Royal Avenue at 12:30 p.m., for the 
Midland Railway (Northern Counties Committee) terminus. 
They detrained at Dunadry, and during the afternoon took 
part in field operations in the neighbourhood of Antrim in 
conjunction with the troops from Randalstown and the 
divisional cavalry and cyclists.

It is expected that good results in the way of recruiting will 
follow the parade due the week. On Saturday 83 men joined 
in the city, nearly all of whom came after 4 p.m. There was a 
very noticeable increase in the number offering yesterday at 
the Old Town Hall, Last week 108 men joined the Division at 
the Old Town Hall. There is no question in the opinion of the 
recruiting officers but that the review has stimulated 
recruiting.

12TH INNISKILLING FUSILIERS

Another recruiting tour is being undertaken in Fermanagh 
for the 12th Inniskillings. The pipe band of the 1st battalion 
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has arrived in Enniskillen, from Randalstown, and yesterday, 
the hiring fair day, the streets were paraded at intervals, and 
the recruiting officers kept busy. The band, under Second 
Lieutenant Knight, will visit the various hiring fairs, and also 
visit a portion of County Donegal. The 12th battalion has 
now 400 men and require another 1,600 to bring it up to 
strength.

Roll of Honour - May 11
Representing their comrades who died on this day

1918

+MOLYNEUX, George	 	 	 	 


Royal Air Force. Second Lieutenant Died 11/05/1918. Age 
21. Member of the QUB Training Corps 1917. Accidentally 
killed in Middlesex, whilst on active service. Only son of Mr. 
George Molyneaux, Ulsterville Gardens, Belfast. Belfast City 
Cemetery.

1941

+RICHARDSON, Robert     

RAFVR. Sergeant (Wireless Op./Air Gunner). 976613. Died 
11/05/1941. Aged 28. 10 Sqdn. Son of Robert and Elizabeth 
A. Richardson, of Whitewell, Co. Antrim. Kiel War Cemetery, 
Schleswig-Holstein, Germany 

Veteran
CSONKA, George William 
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Former consultant in genitorurinary medicine (b Kassa, 
Hungary 1916; q Queen's University, Belfast 1941; MD, 
FRCP), d 11 May 2000. He left Vienna with his family in 
1938 under threat of Nazi persecution and started his 
medical career in Zurich. He joined the Royal Army Medical 
Corps and started training in venereology at St Mary's 
Hospital in 1947. He became a consultant in 1951, working 
at the Central Middlesex for many years before returning to 
St Mary's in 1981. He also continued teaching and research 
at Charing Cross well into the 1990s. Author of 70 papers, 
he was an authority on Reiter's syndrome and mycoplasmal 
diseases. He was also one of the first to recognise the 
potentiation of sulphonamides by trimethoprim in 1967, and 
in 1977 he conducted the urea plasma experiments with 
David Taylor Robinson reported in the Quarterly Journal of 
Medicine. He edited a textbook of genitourinary medicine in 
1990. Outside medicine George had many interests and 
spent many years converting a derelict farmhouse in 
Perigord. He was a great collector of pictures and numerous 
artefacts, geological and archaeological. He loved the music 
of his native Hungary, but his tastes ranged from Kodály to 
the Hot Club of Paris. Predeceased by his son, he leaves a 
wife, Betty; two daughters; and two grandchildren.

MERRICK, Alexander Stewart
RNVR. Lt - Commander. B 14/03/1908. Son of AS Merrick, 
Wellington Park, Belfast. D 11/05/1985. Campbell College 
1785. RAFPE, QUB 1944

On this day… next page…
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On this day - May 11
1915

�

 At the Second Battle of Ypres the Germans bombard the 
Ypres-Menin road ( Hell Fire Corner ).

1916
John Dillon, future leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party, 
praised what he called the “courage” of the leaders of the 
Easter Rising. “I know they were wrong; but they fought a 
clean fight, and they fought with superb bravery and skill.”

1940
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A force of Royal Marines landed in Iceland to prevent its 
capture by Germany. They were put ashore from HMS 
Berwick, HMS Glasgow and the destroyer Fearless.

The King signs proclamation canceling Whitsun holiday.

Seven out of eight Fairey Battle Bombers fail to return from 
an attack on enemy forces in Luxembourg. No. 114 Sqn’s 
Blenheims are annihilated on the ground in a low-level 
German raid.

German troops occupy the Duchy of Luxembourg. A glider-
borne parachute detachment of 1st Fallschirmjager 
Regiment led by Hauptmann Koch and Leutnant Witzig 
captures the “impregnable” Belgian border fortress of Eben-
Emael.

President Roosevelt expresses his dismay to King Leopold 
of Belgium about the German invasion.
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Allied troops land in Dutch West Indies.

1941 

The RAF launches a heavy raid against Hamburg.

German troops complete the occupation of the Greek 
islands in the Aegean Sea.

Japan makes proposals to the USA in order to improve 
relations. They demand that the USA stop supplying war 
materials to China and that they normalize trade relations. 
These are rejected by the USA, although both sides agree 
to continue talks.

The Luftwaffe sinks three British destroyers, Lively, Kipling 
and Jackal to the South of Crete.

German troops continue their attack at Sevastopol, 
surrounding some defenders at Ak-Monay. The Luftwaffe is 
making about 1,800 sorties per day.

British retreat across Chindwin completed.

1943 

The British evacuate Maumgdaw before the monsoon 
arrives in the Arakan. All ground gained since September 
1942 for the loss of 5,000 battle casualties is lost.

1944 

The British Eighth and U.S. Fifth Armies begin an attack on 
Gustav Line in central Italy with a 2,200-gun bombardment.

72,000 Chinese begin an advance along the Burma Road.

1945 
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The German garrison at Dunkirk surrenders to Czech 
troops.

The Red Army launches a final assault against the remnants 
of Army Group Centre, which is still holding out in Moravia.

In a new offensive, the U.S. Tenth Army reaches the 
suburbs of Naha, the capital of Okinawa. Wewak is captured 
by the 6th Australian Division.
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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