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MAY 10, 1945 - U Boat surrenders

Oberleutnant zur See Klaus Hilgendorf brings his U 
boat to surrender it  in Scotland after the German 
surrender 
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Oberleutnant zur See Klaus 
Hilgendorf 

In the newspapers - May 10

�
REVIEW AND PARADE OF ULSTER DIVISION
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Belfast News-Letter, 10 May 1915

REVIEW AND PARADE OF ULSTER DIVISION. 
Impressive and Inspiring Scenes in Belfast.
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On Saturday 8 May a review of the Ulster Division was held 
at Belfast, the lead in which was taken by the cavalry 
squadron (6th Inniskilling Dragoons) belonging to the 
Division. If the War Office had so desired, there is no doubt 
that a much larger body of cavalry could have been 
secured, but the methods of fighting in these days do not 
give the same scope to mounted troops as formerly, and the 
authorities, therefore, decided that one squadron of cavalry 
would be sufficient for the present needs of the Division. If 
the numbers are comparatively small, however, the quality 
of the men is beyond cavil. On Saturday they bestrode their 
horses as if to the manner born, and their smart and alert 
bearing, combined with their splendid physique, was much 
commented on by the spectators. The squadron should be a 
great source of strength to the Division. 

(Belfast News-Letter, 10 May 1915)

Roll of Honour - May 10
Representing their comrades who died on this day

1915

+BUCKLEY, Joseph S.    

2 RIrF. Corporal.11055.  Died 10/05/1915 at Hooge. Aged 
19. Born and living in Lisburn, he enlisted in 1912 at Armagh 
when he was 16. He had been at the front since the start of 
the war and was involved in the retreat from Mons during 
which he was wounded and for a time reported missing in 
action. Wounded again on the knee by shrapnel at 
Armentieres, he was hospitalised for a short time before 
going home to Lisburn on leave for a few days at Christmas 
1914.  This time was spent with his mother and brothers.  
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Slightly wounded for a third time by shrapnel to the head on 
March 18, he was hit again by shrapnel on the 10 May and 
only lived for about an hour after reaching a field hospital. 
His family, in which he was the third son, lived on the 
Belsize Road, Lisburn and had a strong military tradition.  
His father the late Sergeant Major Richard Buckley had 
served for eighteen years with the Lancashire Fusiliers 
mostly in India. On retiring from the army he had become 
manager for Samuel F. McConnell, solicitor of Lisburn.  He 
had died about 1905.  His (Joseph’s) maternal grandfather, 
William John May was also a soldier.  He had served 
through the Crimea War and Indian Mutiny and had died at 
Lisburn in about 1912.  One of his brothers, John Buckley, 
who before the war had been on the staff of the Director of 
Works, served in the Dardanelles from August 1915 but was 
invalided home by hospital ship on the 25 November. Ypres, 
Menin Gate Memorial, Belgium, panel 40.

1916

+BRYANS, James Henry  

13 RIR. Rifleman.16273.  Died 10/05/1915. Born in 
Ballyknock, Hillsborough, Co. Down, he lived in Banbridge, 
and enlisted at Belfast. Authuile Military Cemetery, France

+PRESS, Victor John

B Coy. 8th Bn. Royal Irish Rifles. 450. Died 10/05/1915. 
Aged 19. Son of James S. and Margaret F. Press, of 16, 
Clara St., Castlereagh Rd., Belfast. Dundonald Cemetery
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+McGROGAN, Robert  

8 RIrF. Private. 20969. Died 10/05/1915. He served in CR 
(3939) before transferring to 8 RIrF. He lived in Lisburn, 
enlisted at Belfast. Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery 
Extension, France,

1941

+CRAIG, James

Royal Ulster Rifles, 7th Bn. Lieutenant.115186. Twice 
Mentioned in Despatches. Died 10/05/1941. Aged 46. Also 
served in 1914-18 War. Solicitor. Son of Richard James 
Craig and Mary Craig; husband to Kathleen M. C. Craig, of 
Craigavad, Co. Down. Belfast City Cemetery. QUB RH

On this day - May 10
1890

�  

Alfred Jodl was born in Würzburg, Bavaria, Germany. Jodl 
was the head of the German High Command for the entirety 
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of World War II. In this position he oversaw the entire Nazi 
war effort. He signed the Commando Order, in which any 
captured Allied commandos were to be shot immediately, 
and the Commissar Order, in which all captured Soviet 
commissars were to be shot.

After the collapse of Nazi Germany's war effort, Jodl co-
signed the unconditional surrender of German forces on 8 
May 1945, ending the war.

Following this he was tried at Nuremberg, found guilty and 
sentenced to death; he was hung along with nine others in 
October 1946.

1904

�

The last known eyewitness of the Battle of Waterloo (1815), 
Elizabeth Watkins, dies at the age of 94. The daughter of 
one of Wellington's soldiers, she remembered as a five-
year-old watching her mother tend to the wounded at a 
British camp as the fighting raged nearby.
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1914

�

Order of Service UVF 1st Battalion South Down Regiment, 
Sunday May 10, 1914. Annalong Presbyterian Church.

1933 
In Germany, the Nazis stage massive public book burnings.

1937
The Brooklyn Daily Eagle reported, “London, May 10 (U.P.) 
– King George and Queen Elizabeth paid a surprise visit to 
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Westminster Abbey today for the full dress rehearsal of 
Wednesday’s coronation, and were almost mobbed by a 
cheering throng outside the Abbey. Police were caught 
unaware because their majesties gave them no notice of 
their intentions. The crowds broke through the inadequate 
cordons, swarming around the royal automobile for several 
minutes before they were pushed back. After giving a 
private luncheon at Buckingham Palace, attended by Queen 
Mary, the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester, the Duke and 
Duchess of Kent and Prince Nicholas of Greece, the King 
and Queen motored to the Abbey.”

1940
At 5.35am, the Wehrmacht begins ‘Operation Yellow’, the 
invasion of Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg, employing 
Army Group A (von Rundstedt) and B (von Bock), with Army 
Group C (von Leeb) in reserve. The attacking forces 
comprise 10 Armored, 5 Motorized, and 75 infantry 
divisions. The 19th Panzer Korps (Guderian), 20th Panzer 
Korps (Hoth) and the 41st Panzer Korps (Reinhardt) field 
between them 2,445 tanks, most of which are of the light 
Marks I, II, 35(t) and 38(t) type, against 3,373 French and 
British tanks. In his Order of the Day, Hitler declares, 
“Soldiers of the Western Front! The battle which is beginning 
today will decide the fate of the German nation for the next 
thousand years. Go forward now and do your duty!” 
Airborne troops seize airfields and strategic bridges near 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam in Holland. The Luftwaffe, using 
hundreds of level and dive bombers, attacks Allied airfields, 
troop assembly areas and rear communications.

Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain resigns and is replaced 
by the First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston Churchill, who 
forms a coalition government from all three main parties.
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German Fallschirmjäger attack Fort Eben-Emael by glider in 
the first Airborne Operation in history.

�

The Luftwaffe launches a massive attack against London, 
the heaviest so far received by the capital. One third of all 
streets within Greater London are rendered impassible and 
155,000 family’s are left without gas, water and electricity. 
Westminster Abbey, House of Commons, Tower of London 
and the Royal Mint are all hit. A record 1,436 people are 
killed and 1,792 are seriously injured.

Rudolf Hess, Hitler’s deputy and former World War 1 fighter 
pilot, flies from Augsburg to Scotland to persuade anti-
Churchill politicians that England should stop the war with 
Germany, adopt a neutral attitude and allow Germany to 
eliminate the Bolshevik menace and gain Lebensraum in the 
East. He is taken to a secret location, interrogated and then 
held incommunicado at various places until the end of the 
war, later to be charged and condemned as a major war 
criminal at Nuremberg.
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The Brooklyn Daily Eagle reported, “London, May 10 – 
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain, in a radio broadcast to 
the British Empire, announced his resignation tonight. 
Winston Churchill has agreed to assume the task of forming 
a new government, Chamberlain said.” It was also reported, 
“Adolf Hitler, proclaiming the beginning of a fight which 
‘decides the fate of the German nation for the next 1,000 
years,’ hurled his forces into the Netherlands, Belgium and 
Luxembourg today. The Netherlands and Belgium mustered 
their full strength against the invaders and called for help 
from the Allies, who said it was being sent ‘with the greatest 
speed.’ Tiny Luxembourg’s government was reported to 
have fled.”

German fighters accidentally bomb the German city of 
Freiburg.

German raids on British shipping convoys and military 
airfields begin.

Hitler launched his blitzkrieg (lightning war) against Holland 
and Belgium. Rotterdam was bombed almost to extinction. 
German forces invade the Low Countries by air and land. 

Invasion of Iceland by the United Kingdom.

1941

The House of Commons in London is damaged by the 
Luftwaffe in an air raid.
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Rudolf Hess parachutes into Scotland to try to negotiate a 
peace deal between the United Kingdom and Nazi 
Germany.

1942

The Thai Phayap Army invades the Shan States during the 
Burma Campaign.
1946 – First successful launch of an American V-2 rocket at 
White Sands Proving Ground.

1940

German forces invade the Low Countries by air and land, 
while in London, Chamberlain is replaced by Churchill.

1942

Kesselring declares that Malta has been neutralized. 
However, that same day the Axis air forces found 
themselves outnumbered for the first time in the sky over 
Malta, losing 12 aircraft in return for 3 RAF Spitfires. This 
marked a definite turning point in the fortunes of Malta with 
Axis air activity slackening noticeably as aircraft were drawn 
off to Russia.

Winston Churchill warns that Britain will use poison gas on 
Germany if the Germans do so on the Soviet Union. The 
battle for Sevastopol rumbles on, with the Russian Coastal 
Army fielding 106,000 men, 600 guns, 100 mortars, 38 
tanks, and 55 planes. The Germans hurl 204,000 men, 670 
guns, 450 mortars, 720 tanks, and 600 aircraft at 
Sevastopol. The Germans also move in 19 motor torpedo 
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boats, 30 patrol boats, eight ASW boats, and a unit of 150 
bombers trained in anti-shipping operations. German 
artillery ranges from 76mm field guns to mammoth 800-mm 
railway-mounted super-heavy siege mortars.

The Germans open up a new death camp just outside 
Minsk, near the village of Maly Trostenets. Russian POW’s 
and Jews have been forced to build the barracks for 600 
slave labourers and their German and Ukrainian guards. 
Tens of thousands of Austrian, German, and Czech Jews 
are shipped there and driven towards the village in mobile 
gas chambers. When the vans reach the camp, all inside 
them are dead. At the camp, the slave labourers bury the 
bodies in deep pits. Maly Trostenets remains a tight German 
secret.

General William Sharp, commanding the Central Philippines 
orders the surrender of the remaining US and Filipino forces 
to the Japanese, thus ending resistance throughout the 
whole of the Philippines.

1943  
The British First Army reaches Hammamet.

U.S. troops invade Attu in the Aleutian Islands.

1944  
The Free French claim that the resistance now numbers 
100,000 and plead for more military aid.

1945  
The first U-boat to surrenders, U-249 puts in at Portland.

Russians troops are now in control of Prague after five days 
of fierce street fighting between German and Czech 
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Partisans comes to an end, during which 5,000 civilians 
have been killed.

The Fourteenth Army moves South in central Burma and 
links up with troops from Arakan in the west, trapping all 
Japanese to the west of the river Irrawaddy

1960
US atomic submarine USS Triton completes 1st submerged 
circumnavigation of the globe
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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