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VE Day celebrations in Halifax, Canada 
get out of control

On this day in 1945 celebrations in Halifax get out of control as 
10,000 Allied sailors trash the city. More than 600 shops are 
looted and rioters make off with 16,000 gallons of booze and 
8,000 cases of beer. Two die of alcohol poisoning.
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In the newspapers - May 8

8th May 1915 Belfast Newsletter

17,000 TROOPS ON PARADE.
 

Troops at Malone Park

The three brigades and divisional units on parade will be as 
near war strength as possible, and will number 
approximately 17,000 troops, with a limited portion of 
transport. A brigade at war strength consists of 125 officers 
and 3,991 other ranks, so the three brigades comprise 348 
officers and 11,832 other ranks.

The cavalry consists of 6 officers and 152 other ranks; 

Pioneers Battalion 30 officers and 1,004 men; 
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Royal Engineers three field companies each of 6 officers 
and 223 men; 

Signal Company, 6 officers and 152 men; 

Cyclists Company; 8 officers and 103 men; 

Divisional Train, 26 officers and 708 men; 

Reserve Park, 5 officers and 229 other ranks. 

Several of the units of the Ulster Division exceed war 
strength, but for the purpose of to-day's parade they have 
been reduced to their proper establishment. 

Image Ulster Division soldiers at Malone Park.

Pic for this
8th May 1915 Belfast Newsletter
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THE 107th INFANTRY BRIGADE. 
Arrival of Troops in Belfast. 

The 107th Infantry Brigade, which arrived in Belfast 
yesterday, made the journey from Ballykinlar camp by route 
march, the troops being billeted on Thursday night at 
Saintfield, Crossgar and Ballynahinch. 

Belfast was reached via the Saintfield Road shortly after 
three o'clock yesterday afternoon. The South and East 
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Belfast Battalions diverged from the route of march, and 
reached their respective localities before the North and 
West Battalions, which marched through the centre of the 
city to North Street, up which the West Battalion proceeded, 
while the North Battalion passed out of Royal Avenue into 
Donegal Street and Clifton Street, to Fortwilliam House. 
Though dust covered, the men looked in the pink if physical 
condition, and they were heartily greeted as they swung 
along at a quick step. Brigadier-General G. H. H. 
Couchman, accompanied by Brigadier-General Captain E. 
P. Grant, rode at the head of the Brigade, and Rev. R. 
Ussher Greer, Chaplin, accompanied the men. 

The various battalions were later dismissed, and the men 
who reside in the city were permitted to proceed to their 
homes for the night, while others were billeted under the 
direction of the police as provided for.
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8th May 1918, Northern Whig 
Ulster Division Captain H.H. Beatty Killed.

Captain Hugh Hogg Beatty, Royal Irish Rifles who was killed in 
action on 31st March, 1918. He was the second son of Mr.  John 
Beatty, Irish Street, Dungannon, and brother Mr. R. T. Beatty, 
Queen's University, Belfast. 

On the outbreak of war this officer, who was then in business in 
Cardiff, organised a platoon, and volunteered with them in the 
Cardiff Commercial Battalion of the Welsh Regiment, and was at 
once promoted sergeant. After the formation of the Ulster Division 
he applied for and obtained a commission in the Royal Irish Rifles 
on 15th March, 1915, was promoted lieutenant on 1st March, 1916, 
and obtained his company on 23rd February, 1917. He had served 
abroad almost two years, taking part in the capture of Messines in 
June last, and being subsequently wounded three times during the 
third battle of Ypres on 16th August but remained at his post until 
relieved. 
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On the death in action of his commanding officer, Colonel Blair-
Oliphant, on 28th March, Captain Beatty succeeded to the 
command of the battalion, but was himself killed three days later. 
He was educated at Dungannon Royal School, and was a keen 
Rugby football player.

Captain Hugh Hogg Beatty, 22nd Entrenching Battalion formerly 
11th/13th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles. He was a son of John and 
Emily Beatty nee Donnelly, of Irish Street, Dungannon. Deceased 
was 38 years of age and is commemorated on the Pozières 
Memorial, France.


Roll of Honour - May 8
Representing their comrades who died on this day

1915

+LYNN, Thomas Lynn

2nd Bn. King's Own Royal Lancaster Regt. Private. 1810. 
Died 08/05/1915. Ballymoney. Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, 
Belgium. Ballymoney WM

+ORR, David Edward 
RMLI. Private. CH/340 (S). Chatham Btn RND. Died 
08/05/1915. Enlisted 26/9/14 ; Chatham Battalion MEF 
06/02/1915 - 08/05/1915. Son of the late William John and 
Margaret Orr, Channing Street, Belfast. Cadet QUB OTC 
1913 - 15. Helles Memorial. McQuiston Memorial - PCI RH. 
QUB WM. IMR

+TWEEDIE, William
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2nd Bn. King's Own Royal Lancaster Regt. Private. 2719. 
Died 08/05/1915. Aged 37. Born Benvarden. Son of Liz 
Twaddle, Benvarden. Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium. 
Derrykeighan Parish Church RH

1916

+CLOSE, William

9 RInF. Private. 14506. Died 08/05/1916. Born in Shankill, 
Belfast, he lived in Lisburn.  A member of the UVF before 
the war, he enlisted at Finner Camp, Co. Donegal. Son of 
Jemima Close of Ballymacash, Lisburn. Authuile Military 
Cemetery, France

Veteran 
McCLEAN, Nathaniel

Born 5th May 1891, Capecastle. Son of John and Letitia 
Reynolds McLean, Magheramore. Husband to Emily Jane 
Scarlett. Died 08/05/1973. Mount Pleasant Cemetery, East 
Moriches, New York

On this day - May 8
1940 

Opposition censure motion against Chamberlain’s conduct 
of the war; rejected by 281 to 200, but over 30 government 
MPs vote for it.

German commandos in Dutch uniforms cross the Dutch 
border to hold bridges for the advancing German army.
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1941 

During an attack against convoy OB318, U-110 commanded 
by Julius Lemp suffers serious damage and is forced to 
surface and scuttle. Unfortunately for the Germans, the 
scuttling charges failed to detonate, allowing the British 
destroyer HMS Bulldog to put across a boarding party and 
seize an enigma machine and other vital secret material. 
The British put U-110 under tow, but the damaged U-boat 
later sinks.

The German raider Penguin is sunk by HMS Cornwall off 
the Seychelles Islands in the Indian Ocean.

1942 

HMS Olympus was mined on 8 May 1942.

The German 11th Army begins its summer offensive in order 
to clear the Eastern Crimea. The 11th Army has thirteen 
Infantry, one Panzer, and one Cavalry division. Luftwaffe 
support is provided by Fliegerkorps 8 and naval support 
comes from German E-boats and Italian midget submarines, 
which attack Russian supply ships reinforcing Sevastopol. 
The Germans hit Gen. D.T. Kozlov’s Crimean Front along 
Feodosiya Bay and crash through the 44th Army’s two 
divisions, relying on Junkers 87 Stukas to do the damage.
The aircraft carriers HMS Eagle and USS Wasp fly off 
Spitfires from positions in the Western Mediterranean to 
reinforce the air defences of Malta.

The Battle of the Coral Sea between the Japanese Navy 
and the U.S. Navy ends. At about 0800 hours both the 
Japanese and American carrier groups spot each other and 
send out attack aircraft. The Japanese succeed in 
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torpedoing the Lexington, which severely damaged and later 
abandoned, while the Americans disable the Shokaku, 
which is withdrawn to Truk. Later in the day, the Japanese 
launch more attacks to destroy the remainder of Admiral 
Fletchers force, but this had withdrawn out of range.

Japanese troops capture Myitkyina in northern Burma.

1943 

Thousands of Korean-Americans petition to have their 
status converted from that of enemy aliens to friendly aliens. 
In December 1943, this is granted.

British forces withdraw from Buthidaung, just inside Burma.

Joint Strategic Plan approved at Cairo: South Pacific to the 
Philippines (MacArthur); China to Hong Kong (Chiang); 
Central Pacific to Formosa (Nimitz)

1944 

Eisenhower decides that D-Day will be the 5th June.

Rudolf HÃ¶ss returns to Auschwitz, ordered by Himmler to 
oversee the extermination of Hungarian Jews.

1945 

VE-Day (Victory-in-Europe Day). Germany surrenders 
unconditionally, and the war in Europe ends. Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill, whose speeches and broadcasts had 
given hope and comfort during the darkest hours of the war, 
announced the news to a joyous nation. He concluded this 
broadcast in typically robust form: "Advance Britannia! Long 
live the cause of freedom! God save the King!"
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The Royal Observer Corps is stood-down from its war 
footing and assumes its peacetime role. At this time there 
were 32,000 observers based at 1,420 posts around the UK.

An RAF Catalina damages U-320 near Bergen off the coast 
of Norway. The boat is then scuttled by the crew, no hands 
lost, becoming the final German submarine lost as a result 
of combat action in World War 2. German unconditional 
surrender signed in Reims, France on 7th May takes effect 
fifty-nine minutes before midnight this date (VE Day–Victory 
in Europe Day). Allied merchant shipping sunk to U-boats, 
world-wide from January to the end of hostilities is 103 
ships, equaling 403,760 gross tons. 120 U-boats were lost 
worldwide in the same period. For the entire war the allies 
lost 3,500 ships. equaling 17,467,818 gross tons, whilst the 
Germans lost 769 U-boats.

In deference to the Russians, the surrender ceremony to the 
western allies at Rheims of the previous day is repeated 
before Marshall Zhukov and other Soviet generals at 
Karlshorst, a suburb of Berlin. After radio appeals early in 
the day for protection against heavy German shelling, the 
Prague resistance reaches an agreement with the Germans 
for the capitulation of the city, as the U.S. 4th Armoured 
Division from the West and Koniev’s troops from the East 
approach.

The last convoys of German refugees from Eastern 
Germany arrive in western Baltic ports, ending the largest 
rescue operation by sea in history. Since the 25th January, a 
total of 420,000 civilians and wounded soldiers have been 
evacuated.

Page �11



MAY 8, 2019

1987

�
Aftermath of PIRA attack on Loughgall

The British SAS and the Royal Ulster Constabulary ambush 
an eight man PIRA unit at Loughgall as they prepared an 
attack.

The PIRA in the Mid-80's advocated a strategy of destroying 
bases, preventing them being repaired and denying ground 
to British forces. The strategy had some success and RUC 
barracks and bases were attacked by gunfire and bombs 
with the intended effect of killing police officers. They 
planned to use the same tactics against Loughgall base; 
Intelligence which was intercepted (or informed to) the SAS 
who rapidly made plans to prevent it. 

The PIRA came heavily armed and carrying more than 
200lbs of semtex hidden in an oil drum. Their attack was 
initially successful as their bomb detonated, destroying 
buildings and injuring security forces. Within seconds, the 
hidden SAS troopers opened fire, shooting rapidly and 
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accurately. All eight PIRA members involved in the attack 
were shot multiple times in the body and head. 

The European Court of Human Rights would later 
investigate the incident claiming the PIRA had their human 
rights violated. It was later proved that the PIRA fired first, 
could not have been safely arrested and that the SAS were 
justified in their actions. 

The SAS would continue to launch operations against the 
PIRA for the next ten years.

2007 

Ian Paisley and Martin McGuinness were sworn in as First 
Minister and Deputy First Minister of Northern Ireland, 
respectively. Paisley: “I believe that Northern Ireland has 
come to a time of peace, a time when hate will no longer 
rule.”
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Facebook users - become a Facebook friend of 
Remembrance Ni for immediate updates of new posts 

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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