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Loss of 
HMS 
Sheffield 
in 
Falklands 
liberation

Memorial to 
HMS 
Sheffield on 
Sea Lion 
Island in the 
Falklands – 
the nearest 
land to where 
she was hit on May 4 1982 – where a cross on a hilltop 
cairn looks out over the expanse of the South Atlantic.

On This Day - May 4th, 1982 - The British Destroyer HMS 
Sheffield was struck by Exocet missiles and foundered six 
days later, in the ultimately successful attempt to liberate the 

Page �1



MAY 4, 2019

Falkland Islands from the brief occupation by forces of the 
Argentine junta.

Twenty men lost their lives when Type 42 destroyer – ‘Shiny 
Sheff’ – was struck by an Exocet missile and fires broke out 
while on picket duty protecting the Operation Corporate task 
force from air attack. 260 men were rescued by HMS Arrow.

HMS Sheffield was the second Royal Navy ship to be 
named after the city of Sheffield in Yorkshire. She was a 
Type 42 guided missile destroyer laid down by Vickers 
Shipbuilding and Engineering at Barrow-in-Furness and was 
launched by Queen Elizabeth II on 10 June 1971.

On 4 May, the Sheffield was at defence watches, second 
degree readiness, one of three Type 42 destroyers 
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operating as a forward ASW picket for the task force, south-
east of the Falklands. On some task force ships (including 
Sheffield) the threat from the type 209 submarine was seen 
as higher priority than the threat from the air. Due to a lack 
of equipment, Sheffield's radar operators had difficulty 
distinguishing enemy aircraft. 

Two Argentine aircraft, undetected by The Royal Navy, 
opened fire with Exocet missiles killing twenty of the crew, 
causing burns to many more and igniting a fire in the ship. In 
classic British style, as the crew of The Sheffield were 
waiting to be rescued, they sang Monty Python's "Always 
look on the bright side of life".

The fires which subsequently ravaged the destroyer 
ultimately led to her foundering six days later on May 10 
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despite valiant salvage efforts. She was the first RN ship 
lost to enemy action since World War 2.

Her fallen are honoured on numerous memorials to the 
1982 conflict but most poignantly on Sea Lion Island in the 
Falklands – the nearest land to where she was hit on May 4 
1982 – where a cross on a hilltop cairn looks out over the 
expanse of the South Atlantic.

It is maintained by sailors from the Falklands guardship, 
HMS Clyde, and any other RN vessel which visits the 
remote British territory.

In the newspapers - May 4

FROM ENNISKILLEN TO BELFAST

(Belfast News-Letter, 4 May 1915)

Yesterday the Service Squadron of the 6th Enniskillen 
Dragoons and the Cyclist Company left Enniskillen en 
route for Belfast to take part in the review of the Ulster 
Division on Saturday next. On Wednesday night the 
Dragoons will, it is expected, reach Armagh, on Thursday 
Portadown, and on Friday Lisburn. The divisional troops 
are under Major Strettle, of the Dragoons. The Dragoons 
are up to full strength, with a full troop of reserves, and 
the Cyclist Company want only now a few men to 
complete the establishment.
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Roll of Honour - May 4
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1915

+STEWART, James 

PPCLI EOR. Private. 51441. Died 04/05/1915. Age 33. Born 
in Lisburn on the 6.1.1882, he lived at Ballymullen, Lisburn 
but emigrated to Canada where he was employed as a steel 
worker.  Enlisting at Winnipeg on the 29.12.1914 aged 30 
years and 11 months, he belonged to the Militia but had no 
previous military experience, and was passed fit for 
overseas service the same day, “subject to teeth”. Son of 
James, a farmer, and Margaret Stewart of Ballymullen, 
Lisburn, Co. Down and 224 Hillman Street, Belfast, and 
husband to Margaret E. Stewart of McMaster’s Bridge, 
Dunmurry. Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium, panel 10.

1918

+DUNN, John

10th Bn. Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers Labour Corps. 21180. 
545381. Died 04/05/1918. Born: near Dunboe. Son of John 
& Matilda Dunn. Enlisted Limavady. Old Balteagh Burial 
Ground

1943

+NEILL, Victor Stephenson

RAFVR. Flying Officer.127166. Died 04/05/1943. Aged 24. 
611 Sqdn. Son of Samuel James Neill and Sarah Jane Neill, 
of Belfast. Runnymeade Memorial, Panel 127
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On this day - May 4 
1941 

In a Luftwaffe raid on Liverpool, England, 32 ships and 
boats are sunk.

1942 

The United States begins food rationing.

Akyab on the Burmese coast is abandoned by the British.

The Japanese Port Moresby invasion force leaves Rabaul, 
in New Britain.

With its naval support stripped away, the Japanese invasion 
fleet at Tulagi is attacked by aircraft from the American 
carrier Yorktown. 1 destroyer is disabled, while 3 
minesweepers and 4 landing barges are sunk for the loss of 
just 3 US aircraft. Admiral Fletcher, now doubled back to 
meet up with the Lexington in the Coral Sea.

1943 

Italian Torpedo Boat Perseo is sunk off the coast of Tunisia 
by British destroyers

Hitler decides to postpone Operation ‘Citadel’ in order that 
more Tiger and Panther tanks can be deployed in the 
offensive. This is against the advice of a number of leading 
Generals who fear that the Russian defenses will become 
too strong if the offensive is delayed any further.

1944 

The RAF carries out a night raid against Budapest.
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The British counter-attacks at Kohima, are repulsed by the 
Japanese.

1945

�

A group of captured German "soldiers" pose in front of the 
camera after the Battle of Berlin, May 1945.

The last day of air operations in north-west Europe; 2nd TAF 
aircraft claim to have shot down 141 enemy aircraft during 
anti-shipping operations in the Baltic.

Grand Admiral Donitz, now the newly designated leader of 
the Reich, orders all U-boats to cease offensive operations 
and return to their bases (to go into effect fully at 0800 on 
5th May): “You have fought like lions!”
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Admiral von Friedeburg arrives at Montgomery’s HQ on 
LÃ¼neburg Heath with German plenipotentiaries. At 8.15pm 
SHAEF announce that ‘Field Marshal Montgomery has 
reported to the supreme allied command that all enemy 
forces in Holland, Northwest Germany and Denmark, have 
surrendered. The U.S. Ninth Army breaks up the German 
Ninth and Twelfth Armies. The U.S. Seventh Army takes 
Innsbruck, Salzburg and Berchtesgarten, which is still 
smoking after an RAF raid. Field-Marshal von Kleist gives 
himself up to the U.S. Third Army near Straubing.

The U.S. Fifth Army reaches the Brenner Pass.

SEAC announces that Rangoon was taken so quickly that 
the Japanese had no time to destroy the installations there.

Kamikaze flyers sink 17 U.S. ships in 24 hours off Okinawa.

1979

Margaret Thatcher becomes the first woman to be elected 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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