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37th Anniversary of Operation Black Buck 
- RAF Vulcan bombs Stanley airfield

An excellent excuse for  gratuitous image of the mighty 
Vulcan. On May 1, 1982, Vulcan 607 launched on Operation 
Black Buck to bomb Stanley airfield in the Falklands.
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Two NI men lost when ship is rammed 
and sunk off Narvik

On 01/05/1942, HMS Punjabi was rammed and sunk in a 
collision with the battleship HMS King George V in foggy 
conditions.

John Irwin from Limavady and Andrew McGugan from 
Coleraine were among those lost. 

HMS Punjabi was commissioned in March 1939. She 
fulfilled several roles and operations including being 
deployed off Narvik as a screen for operations during the 
Second Battle of Narvik.

On 13/04/1940, she engaged a number of German 
destroyers, receiving six hits and being disabled for an hour 
before she could resume service. 

HMS Punjabi
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Punjabi was deployed on 26/04/1942 as part of the screen 
providing distant cover for the passage of Convoy PQ-15. 
They sailed from Hyalfjordur on 29/04/1942. 

�

On 01/05/1942, she was rammed and sunk in a collision 
with the battleship HMS King George V in foggy conditions. 

While steaming in formation in heavy fog, the lookout on 
Punjabi reported what he believed to be a mine dead ahead; 
the captain reflexively (and regrettably) ordered a 15-point 
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The bow of HMS King George V showing damage 
following her collision with HMS Punjabi on the 1st of 
May 1942.

emergency turn to port; in so doing, she sailed directly into 
the path of King George V and was sliced in two by the 
battleship's bow. 

169 of the ship’s company were rescued from the forward 
section, and another 40 were picked up from the sea by 
other escorts, including Marne. Those crew left in the aft 
section, which sank very quickly, were killed when her depth 
charges detonated; 49 of her crew lost their lives in the 
accident. She sank directly in the path of the US battleship 
Washington, which had to sail between the halves of the 
sinking destroyer.
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 Washington 
suffered 
slight 
damage 
from the 
detonation 
of the depth 
charges. 
King George 
V sustained 
serious 
damage to 
her bow, 
and was 
forced to 
return to 
port for 
repairs. 
Further 
investigation 
revealed no 
mines in the 
area, or 

indeed in any part of the convoy's eventual path. It is 
unknown what the lookout actually spotted, if anything. 

King George V was taken to Gladstone Dock, LIverpool, 
where the entrance admitted her by only inches.

The secret of the collision was kept closely. At that time the 
RN battleship plight was seious - the whole Eastern 
Mediterranean Battle Squadron, Barham, Queen Elizabeth 
and Valiant, were sunk or damaged.
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King George V, after patching up at Liverpool, was repaired 
in America.

Five months later another crew had a similar experience to 
Punjabi when the cruiser Curaco was in a collision with the 
liner Queen Mary.

In the newspapers - May 1
Belfast Newsletter Saturday 1st May 1915 

THE DIVISIONAL PARADE

An Official Announcement

THE LINE OF ROUTE

The following official particulars have been issued in 
connection with the Ulster Division review - The Ulster 
Division will be reviewed on ground in the Malone district on 
May 8th.

After the review, it will proceed be the following route - 
Lisburn Road, Shaftsbury Square, Great Victoria Street, 
Wellington Place past City Hall, Chichester Street, Victoria 
Street, High Street, Castle Place, Royal Avenue.

At the junction of Royal Avenue and North Street the 
division will split up into different brigades, &c.

NOTICE TO WORKINGMEN
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The head of the division will reach the City Hall about 2:30 
p.m., and the division will take between two and three hours 
to pass by.
In connection with the review and parade, the Ulster 
Division Headquarters are most anxious that the men who 
are doing excellent and patriotic work for their country in 
producing munitions of war will not relax their efforts for the 
purpose of attending the review at Malone in the early part 
of the day.

The chief display will be the march of the division through 
the principal streets of the city in the afternoon, say, from 
about 2:30 p.m.

Headquarters also wish it to be known that there will be no 
admission tickets of any kind to the review ground.

108th INFANTRY BRIGADE 

The Town Announcements, 

Rapid progress is being made with the arrangements for the 
arrival of the various units of the division. In connection with 
the 108th Infantry Brigade, which is commanded by 
Brigadier-General G. W. Hacket Pain, C.B., three special 
trains conveying 60 officers and 2,100 men will leave 
Newtownards at 6:40 a.m., and 7:00 a.m., arriving at the 
County Down terminus half an hour later in each case. 
Three special trains carrying 60 officers and 2,050 men will 

Page �7



MAY 2, 2019

leave Bangor at 7:20 a.m., 7:30 a.m., and 7:45 a.m., arriving 
in Belfast twenty-five minutes later in each case. On arrival 
at Queens Quay terminus each trainload will march via 
Scarbo Street, Dalton Street, Bridge End, Short Strand, and 
Ravenhill Road into Ormeau Park, where the battalions will 
be completed. 

The entire brigade, 4,270 strong will then march via Ormeau 
Park, Ormeau Road, Ava Avenue, King's Bridge, Ridgeway 
Street, Stranmillis Road via Malone Golf Links, to the 
brigade ground. Transport will march by Stranmillis Road, 
Malone Road, continuation of Balmoral Road, and past 
Woodbine Lodge to the large field south of the lodge. The 
return trains will leave the County Down terminus for 
Newtownards at 6:40 p.m., 6:50 p.m., 7:00 p.m and 7:15 
p.m., The battalions in this brigade are 11th Royal Irish 
Rifles (South Antrim Volunteers), 13th Royal Irish Rifles (1st 
County Down Volunteers), and 9th Royal Irish Fusiliers 
(County Armagh Volunteers). 

Accommodation will be provided for 30 officers and 400 
other ranks from the 17th (Reserve) Battalion Royal Irish 
Rifles at Newcastle, and 115 men of the Divisional Signal 
Company from Downpatrick by train, leaving Newcastle at 
6:45 a.m., and arriving in Belfast at 8:15 a.m. 

The 17th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles will march by the most 
direct route to the field at the end of Deramore Park South, 
and will return by the 7:50 p.m., train.
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A large number of recruiting officers will be on duty during 
the day, and troops will be employed to line the streets.

Roll of Honour - May 1
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1915

+SCOTT, James
RN. ERA. M4198. HMS Recruit. Three funnel Clydebank 
destroyer sunk by German submarine UB-6 in the southern 
North Sea. Died 01/05/1915. Fitter. Enrolled 17/12/1912 for 
12 years. Born Belfast. 20/03/1886  Hydepark, Mallusk.  
Carnmoney Parish Church RH WM. ADM 188/1026/4198

1948

+MILLAR, Andrew      
RAFVR. Leading Aircraftman.1002787. Died from wounds 
01/05/1948. 34th Maintenance Unit. Age 26. Son of William 
and Sarah Ann Millar of Kells; wife two Mary Millar of Kells. 
Connor New Cemetery

1942

HMS PUNJABI

+IRWIN, John Joseph
AB. D/JX162978. HMS Punjabi. Died 01/05/1942. North 
Atlantic. Limavady RNA RH. Plymouth Naval Memorial 
Panel 65
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+McGUGAN, Andrew
RN. Boy 1st Class. D/JX 170962. Died 01/05/1942. Age:18. 
HMS Punjabi. Son of Andrew and Margaret McGugan. 
Grandson of Mr and Mrs McGugan, Westbrook Terrace, 
Coleraine. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 67

1948

+MILLAR, Andrew      
RAFVR. Leading Aircraftman.1002787. Died from wounds 
01/05/1948. 34th Maintenance Unit. Age 26. Son of William 
and Sarah Ann Millar of Kells; wife two Mary Millar of Kells. 
Connor New Cemetery

On this day - May 1

�

1707
The Act of Union which joined the Kingdoms of England and 
Scotland to form the ‘Kingdom of Great Britain’ took effect. 
This marks the date that the Royal Navy came to exist as 
the British Navy, despite the large English RN dating to 16th 
C. and Middle Ages as a force.
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�
1717
On this day in our shared NI and USA history, the Friends’ 
Goodwill emigrant ship left Larne, charting a route across 
the Atlantic toward Boston. She was believed to be the first 
emigrant ship from Ulster in the 18th century.

1769 
That great Irishman, soldier, politician and Prime Minister - 
Arthur Wellesley the 1st Duke of Wellington - was born in 
Dublin.

1915
L/Cpl Walter Parker RMLI was awarded the VC for his 
actions in the trenches at Gaba Tepe in Gallipoli. He 
displayed conspicuous bravery and energy under fire whilst 
in charge of the Battalion stretcher bearers.
At the 2nd Battle of Ypres the German attack on Hill 60 is 
repulsed. The British are ordered to withdraw to a new 
defensive line.

1916 
At the Battle of Verdun the French have success at Fort 
Douaumont.
1917 - 1918
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Between May 1917 and May 1918 more than 300,000 
people used the tube to shelter from German air raids. That 
was double the amount of people that were regularly 
sheltering in the tube during the height of the London Blitz in 
September 1940.

1918
American troops arrive at the Amiens front.

1931
Empire State Building opens in New York City

1942
Destroyer HMS Punjabi was rammed by HMS King George 
V in the Arctic Ocean after turning into the battleship’s path 
to avoid a possible mine. Punjabi was cut in two and sank 
with the loss of 49 men. (See article above, this issue)

1945

�
Two remaining German Tiger II tanks from schwere 
Panzerabteilung 503 took up positions at the Reichstag, 
destroying over 30 Soviet tanks. 
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1948 - 1960
During the Malayan Emergency of 1948-1960 there were 
8,750 contacts between govt security forces and communist 
insurgents, an average  of just under two encounters per 
day. Casualties for the war amounted to 8,000 insurgents 
and 4,300 gov troops, an average of just under three per 
day

1982

�

Operation Black Buck took the Argentines by surprise. 
XM607 drops its payload on Stanley airfield.
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Facebook users - become a Facebook friend of 
Remembrance Ni for immediate updates of new posts 

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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