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April 29 - Sir William 
Tyrell, Irish 
international, Army 
and RAF doctor 

Air Vice Marshal Sir William 
Tyrrell KBE, DSO, MC, MB, 
LLD, who died on 29/04/1968 
served in both World Wars.


In WW1 he served with 
RAMC. Captain. MC, C de G, 
DSO and bar, MiD six times. 


Educated at Friends School, 
Lisburn, RBAI, and QUB. He 
spent the best part of a decade at Queen’s College 
attempting to qualify as a doctor. 


However, he was particularly active in student politics and 
in sport, particularly rugby. Between 1910 and 1914 he 
gained 23 international caps for Ireland. William Tyrrell 
played his first rugby at a senior level for QUB RFC. In 1910 
he played his first test for Ireland, which was against France 
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at Parc des Princes on 28 March. He was selected for the 
1910 British tour to South Africa, the first official such tour 
(in that it was sanctionned and selected by the four Home 
Nations official governing bodies). On his return, he 
continued to play for Ireland, playing nine tests in total and 
scoring 3 tries. His last international was Ireland v Wales at 
Belfast on 14 March 1914.


He served on the Western Front as Captain, 1914-1915, 
Lieutenant Colonel 1917, attached to 2nd Battalion 
Lancashire Fusiliers (12th Brigade, 4th Division and later 
36th Division 1914-1915), commanding No1 Motor 
Ambulance Convoy 1915-1916, Deputy assistant director 
Medical services VIII Corps British Expeditionary force 
1916, and Officer commanding 76th Field ambulance, 
1917-1918. 


His DSO citation reads:


‘For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty when in 
charge of a line of evacuation. He worked continuously for 
six days and it was due to his gallantry, organization and 
energy that touch was maintained so efficiently with the 
brigades, and many casualties evacuated. He displayed 
great courage and coolness throughout, and inspired those 
under him by his fine example.’


He was seconded as Principal Medical Officer (PMO) to 
Headquarters Royal Air Force (RAF) with the Army of 
Occupation from 1918 to 1919. He continued to pursue a 
military career after the war. He was PMO Z Expedition 
Somaliland from 1919 to 1920. In 1920 he transferred to the 
RAF. He was the Senior Medical Officer in Basrah from 
1922 to 1923. 
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In 1922 the War Office Committee of Enquiry Into "Shell-
shock" published its final report providing an overview of the 
British experience of shell shock during the First World War. 
Tyrrell was a key contributor of evidence. He gave evidence 
in his capacity as a medical expert but he also described his 
own experience of shell shock which he suffered as a 
consequence of being buried by a shell explosion during his 
service as a medical officer to the 2nd Battalion Lancashire 
Fusiliers (12th Brigade, 4th division) on the Western Front. 
Tyrrell stated that it was his belief that the major cause of 
shell shock could be ascribed to the repression of fear.[


It is generally accepted that he was instrumental in the 
organization and direction of the RAF, not only within its 
medical services but in general. Over the next twenty years 
he also served in Palestine and Cranwell and by 1939 he 
achieved the rank of Air Vice-Marshal, just as the 2nd World 
War broke out. He served in high administrative posts 
throughout the war.


On leaving the RAF he served as Director of Medical 
Services with the new commercial airline company BOAC 
until he retired in 1947. Even in retirement he lived a busy 
life – he was a Governor at RBAI, president of the Belfast 
Old Instonians Association, QUB Services Club President in 
1949, and President of the IRFU in 1950-1951.  


He was blighted by illness in the 1960s and he died on 
29/04/1968, aged 83.


Two of his younger brothers, Marcus and Walter, both old 
boys of Inst, were killed in WW1 on active service with the 
Royal Flying Corps. In memory of his sons, Tyrell’s father 
donated a silver cup, the Tyrell Cup, to the school, which he 
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stipulated was to be awarded annually to the best cadet 
section within the RBAI Officer Training Corps.


Roll of Honour - April 29
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1916

+BLACKWOOD, John
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 8th Bn. Lance Corporal. 20555. 
Died 29/04/1916. Son of Mr. and Mrs. George Blackwood, of 
72, Pound St., Belfast. Brother of Private James Blackwood, 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 2nd Bn., who died 16/05/1915. 
Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France 

+DUGAN, Richard

7 RIrF. Private. 20834. Died 29/04/1916. Belfast. Enlisted in 
London. Loos Memorial, France.

+KINGSMORE, Patrick

8 RInF. Private. 20652. Died 29/04/1916. From Dunmurry, 
enlisted in Belfast and served in the CR (3686) before 
transferring to 8 RInF Bethune Town Cemetery, Pas de 
Calais

1918

+LEWIS, Frederic Homer

Royal Irish Rifles. 10th  Battalion attached 1st  Battalion. 
Died 29/04/1918. Age 24. Member of the Training Corps 
1916 - 17. Son of Frederick William and Lizzie Blanche 
Lewis, Shore Rd., Belfast. Tyne Cot Memorial Panel 138
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+McDONALD, Albert

1st Royal Irish Rifles. Rifleman.18/257. Died 29/04/1918, 
Aged 18. Albert joined the colours in 1915 at the early age 
of 16 years, and had only been three weeks at the front. 
From a letter from a comrade it would appear that some 
men were sent out on a wiring party, and Rifleman 
McDonald was one of them. They were not long out until he 
was shot through the lung and died instantly. Continuing, the 
letter says--" He gave away his life for King and country and 
the honour of Ulster, which has lost many of her bravest 
sons. He is another that has helped to keep up the old 
traditions and glory that Ulster has won so much of in the 
past." Prior to enlisting he was employed in Messrs. Bellis's 
weaving factory, Ballymena. Youngest son of David and 
Sarah McDonald nee O'Neill, of Broughshane Street, 
Ballymena.(Northern Whig 27/05/1918). New Irish Farm 
Cemetery, Belgium

1920

+MATTHEWS, J 

12th Bn. Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. Private.15725. Died 
29/04/1920. Aged 25. Son of James & Martha Matthews. St. 
John's Parish Churchyard, Killowen, Coleraine   

1943

+MORROW, Patrick William John 

RAF. Sergeant. 521097. Died 29/04/1943. Aged 24.196 
Sqdn. Son of Francis and Margaretta Morrow, of Dunmurry, 
Co. Antrim. Runnymeade Memorial, Panel 159
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Veteran murdered by PIRA
SHIELDS, W Eric
Served with RN in WW2. Captain, G  Company, UDR. Shot 
by IRA 29/04/1977 outside his home in Dungannon. He was 
off duty at the time of his death. Marrried with six children. 

On this day - April 29
1770

Captain James Cook of The Royal Navy makes landfall on 
the East Coast of Australia, becoming the first recorded 
European to do so. Cook joined the British merchant navy 
as a teenager and joined the Royal Navy in 1755. He saw 
action in the Seven Years' War. This helped bring Cook to 
the attention of the Admiralty and Royal Society. This notice 
came at a crucial moment in both Cook's career and the 
direction of British overseas exploration, and led to his 
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North Irish Horse on exercise River Bush 1940

commission in 1766 as commander of HM Bark Endeavour 
for the first of three Pacific voyages.

1802

The Marines became the Royal Marines 

1916

Patrick Pearse surrendered, ending the Easter Rising, in his 
words, “to prevent the further slaughter of Dublin citizens.” 
Of those killed, over half were civilians, less than one-third 
British combatants, and less than one-fifth rebels.

1940 

King Haakon VII and his government are evacuated from 
Molde and taken to Tromso in northern Norway, from where 
they can continue the fight.
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HM Submarine Unity sank after colliding with Norwegian 
steamship Atle Jarle in thick fog off Blyth. 4 crew were lost, 
23 rescued.

1941 

British intelligence ‘Ultra’, intercept numerous messages 
giving a positive indication that the Germans plan to attack 
Crete.

Another Brigade from the British 10th Indian Division lands 
at Basra, ignoring Iraqi’s protests. The Iraqi Army lays siege 
to The RAF base at Habbaniyh, although RAF planes fly 
numerous air strikes against them.

1942

The Belgian resistance destroys Tenderloo chemical works, 
killing more that 250. Executions by the Germans reported 
to be running at 25-30 a month in Belgium.

Japanese troops capture Lashio, thereby cutting the vital 
‘Burma Road’ supply route into China.

The Japanese continue to land reinforcements on Mindanao 
Island as the step up attacks against the Filipino garrison. 
The shelling of Corregidor increases as the Japanese 
prepare to invade the Island.

1943 

A series of minor attacks in near Novorossiysk drive the 
Germans back slowly.

U-boats begin a six-day attack on Convoy ONS5, during 
which 13 allied ships are finally sunk for the loss of six U-
boats.
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1944 

Erick Hendrick Den Hollander crashed his Grumman Hellcat 
into the McCarroll family farm outside Ballymena, Co. 
Antrim.

HMCS Athabaskan was torpedoed and sunk in the English 
Channel. Most of the graves in the CWGC plot at Plouescat 
Communal Cemetery are of sailors belonging to this ship of 
the Royal Canadian Navy. 

Curtin, the Australian Prime Minister arrives in London.

The US Navy pounds the Japanese base at Truk, destroying 
120 planes.

1945 

The RAF begin Operation ‘Manna’, supply drops into 
Holland.

Convoy RA-66 sailing from the Kola Peninsula to Loch Ewe 
is attacked by at least 2 U-boats north of Kola. The British 
destroyer HMS Goodall, which was lend-leased by the US in 
1943 is sunk by U-286 (Oblt.z.S. Willi Dietrich), for 1,150 
tons, marking this as the last convoy to come under attack 
in the war.

The British Second Army crosses the Elbe near Hamburg, 
less than 100 miles west of the Russian forces in 
Mecklenburg. The U.S. Seventh Army reaches Munich. The 
French First Army captures Friedrichshafen on Lake 
Constance.

The 2nd Belorussian front advances fast in the Stralsund 
direction and seizes Anklam. In Berlin furious fighting takes 
place around the Reichstag, Chancellery and along 
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Potsdamer Strasse. In Kottbus South of Berlin, German 
troops are still holding the Russians back.

The Germans armies in Italy sign surrender terms at The 
Royal Palace, Caserta, but German officers do not 
guarantee acceptance, the ceremony takes only 17 minutes. 
The British Eighth Army secures Venice and advances 
towards Trieste. The U.S. Fifth Army enters Milan and 
makes contact with the Eighth Army at Padua.

The bodies of Mussolini and Clara Petacci are brought to 
Milan and hung upside down from lamp-posts in the square 
where 15 Partisans were executed a year ago. The bodies 
are shot and spat upon.

U.S. 7th Army liberates Dachau Concentration Camp.
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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