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MM for Ballymena man in Canadian 
forces for action at Vimy Ridge

�  

The Canadian National Vimy Memorial is dedicated to the 
3,598 Canadian soldiers who died in the Vimy battle in 1917 
during the First World War. The monument was designed by 
Canadian architect Walter Seymour Allward. A total 3,598 
Canadian Corps troops were killed and 7,004 were 
wounded over four days of fighting. 
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Private Arthur Holmes, of the Canadian Scots, had left his 
job as a farm labourer in the Ballymena area for a new life in 
Canada in the years just before the outbreak of war. 

On April 9, 1917, during the epic Canadian attack on 
German positions at Vimy Ridge, Arthur won the Military 
Medal while serving as a company stretcher bearer. 

The particular act of bravery which merited the award was 
described as follows:- “This man went forward as a 
company stretcher bearer. He displayed conspicuous 
bravery and devotion to duty in dressing wounded men 
under shell fire. This work was so remarkably done that the 
most serious cases did not require a second dressing at the 
aid post.” 

Just a few days after his exploits, Arthur Holmes was killed 
in action whilst tending more wounded men. The Holmes 
family later received a letter from Captain J. P. S. Cathcart, 
Medical Officer to the Canadian Scots:- Dear Mr. Holmes, 
you have no doubt before this received notice of your son 
Arthur’s death. He was killed during the operations of April 
28th while at his duty tending to the wounded. We had his 
body removed and buried along with some of his comrades 
in the left of a small village. His grave is marked and I think 
as soon as they receive the particulars the Record Office 
will inform you of the map location. 

“Arthur was without doubt the best boy in my medical 
section. It may be of interest to you to know that he was 
recommended for a decoration for his wonderful work under 
heavy fire in the battle of Vimy Ridge on April 9th. 
Unfortunately he was killed before he received it. We all feel 
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his loss keenly and I myself feel as if his position cannot be 
filled. I extend to you my heartfelt sympathy in your sad 
bereavement and also that of my section.” 

The Ballymena Observer recorded:- “Mr. David Holmes, 
Hugomont, Ballymena, has received intimation that his son, 
Private Arthur Holmes, Canadian Scots, has been killed in 
action on 28th April 1917. The information came by a letter 
from a friend soldier stating that Private Holmes had been 
killed in action by shell fire. “We did all we could for him but 
he only lived a few minutes. It is very sad news but it is my 
duty to inform you of his death. We all feel the loss of him 
very much and God help you to bear the sad news.” 

“He enlisted in Winnipeg and came over with the first 
Canadian Force. He had been previously wounded and on 
three occasions was buried in shell holes. His last leave was 
spent at home 12 months ago. His young brother Private 
David Holmes (later killed in action), is on active service at 
the front with the Ulster Division. 

The Ballymena Observer on May 11, 1917 reported - “Arthur 
Holmes was killed by shell fire and he would have been well 
aware that the vast majority of deaths and wounds during 
World War One were inflicted by artillery. 

“It truly was a war dominated by high explosive as the 
sinister poem 

‘We are the guns’ makes plain:- 
We are the guns, and your masters! 
Saw ye our flashes? 
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Heard ye the scream of our shells in the night, and the 
shuddering crashes? 
Saw ye our work by the roadside, the shrouded things lying, 
Moaning to God that He made them---the maimed and the 
dying? Husbands and sons, Fathers and lovers, we break 
them. 
We are the guns! - Gilbert Frankau”

Roll of Honour - April 28
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1915

+GILLILAND, William Millar Major

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 2nd Bn. attd. 1st Bn. Lieutenant. 
Died 28/04/1915. Aged 20. Son of the late William L. 
Gilliland, of Eshcol, Londonderry. Pink Farm Cemetery, 
Helles, Turkey (including Gallipoli) 

+McGEOWN, Edward  

1 RInF. Private. 13206. Died 28/04/1915. Aged 20. Born in 
Derryloran, Co. Tyrone. Enlisted at Cookstown. Son of 
James and Mary Jane McGeown of 27 Milfort Avenue, 
Dunmurry. Helles Memorial,Turkey (including Gallipoli)  

1917

+DONNELLY, Samuel.  

15 RS. Private. 24748. Died 28/04/1917. Born Lisburn and 
enlisted there. Listed in the Lisburn Standard as a “Lisburn 
Casualty” when the paper reported that he had been 
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wounded in May or June 1916. Arras Memorial, France, bay 
5.

+McCARTHY, John. 

8 COR, Canadian Expeditionary Force. CSM. 150154. Died 
28/04/1917. Aged 28. Born in Hillsborough, Co. Down on 
the 21/09/1888, he was a policeman with 3 years service in 
the RIC. A single man with no previous military experience 
he joined up at Brandon, Manitoba, Canada on the 
24/07/1915.  6’2” tall, he had a 39½” chest, fair complexion, 
blue eyes and fair hair. Passed fit for overseas service on 
the 01/09/1915 he was posted to the 79 Overseas Battalion, 
CEF and later to 8 COR. Son of Jane McCarthy and the late 
John R. McCarthy of Corcreeny, Hillsborough. Vimy 
Memorial, Pas de Calais, France

+QUINN, John
RMLI. Sergeant. 14226. Plymouth Division. 2nd Marine 
Battalion. RND. Died 28/04/1917. Age 28. Enlisted 
10/10/1907. Plymouth Battalion at Dunkirk & Defence of 
Antwerp 1914 ; Landed at Ostend 27 to 31/08/1914 ; 
Defence of Antwerp 19/09/1914 - 12/10/1914 ; Promoted 
Paid Lance Sergeant at Malta 14/02/1915 ; Promoted Acting 
Sergeant at Mudros 09/03/1915 ; MEF 06/02/1915 - 
27/04/1915. Sprained ankle (slight) to Hospital Malta ; From 
Malta to Alexandria 06/09/1915 ; Rejoined Battalion Cape 
Helles 17/09/1915 ; To 11th Casualty Clearing Station 
16/10/1915 Enteritis ; To Stationary Hospital Mudros 
Dysentery 17/10/1915 ; To Convalescent Depot Mudros 
26/10/1915 Dysentery ; To ANZAC Base W.Mudros 
11/11/1915 ; Rejoined Battalion Cape Helles 02/12/1915 ; 
Embarked Mudros 07/05/1916, disembarked Marseille 
12/05/1916 ; 10 days Leave to UK 21/09/1916 ; Rejoined 
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Battalion France 01/10/1916 ; To 1st (RN) Field Ambulance 
08/10/1916. Abscess right thigh ; Rejoined Battalion 
14/10/1916 ; Attached to Town Major, Bernaville 20/11/1916 
for Clerical Duties ; Rejoined Battalion 16/12/1916 ; To 2nd 
(RN) Field Ambulance Abscess right thumb and Reverted to 
Corporal 30/01/1917 & on to 3rd (RN) Field Ambulance 
Divisional Rest Station same date ; Rejoined Battalion and 
promoted Acting Sergeant 19/02/1917, 2nd Royal Marine 
Battalion 'B' Company. Born Comber 16/05/1888. Son of 
David and Jane Quinn, The Cottages, Comber. 1914 Star 
issued to father 25/08/1919. Arras Memorial. First Comber - 
PCI RH. Comber WM. ADM 159/155/14226

1946
+McKENZIE, John             
RAFVR. Aircraftman 2nd Class. 4005062. Died 28/04/1946, 
aged 31
Died at RAF Padgate Hospital, Lancashire. Last address: 54 
Teutonic Street, Belfast. Belfast City Cemetery

On this day - April 28
1940 

Allied reinforcements arrive in Andalsnes, Norway.

1941 

The British evacuation of Greece is completed

A clampdown is made in Norway against degenerate 
literature, with large-scale book burnings being held.
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1942 

Coastal “dimouts” go into effect along a fifteen-mile strip on 
the Eastern Seaboard, in response to German U-boat 
activity of the U.S. Atlantic coast.

At what turns out to be its last meeting, the puppet Nazi 
Reichstag passes legislation proclaiming Hitler “Supreme 
Judge of the German People,” formalising the Fuhrer’s 
position as being above the reach of the law.

1943 

British forces repulse a last, desperate, Panzer counter blow 
in Tunisia.

1944 

The South African and Rhodesian Prime Ministers arrive for 
the imperial Conference. Chinese forces retreat in central 
China.

1945

Adolf Hitler 
briefly 
emerges 
from his 
bunker 
beneath 
the ruins of 
Berlin to 
survey 
what's left 

of his "Thousand-Year Reich." A photographer snaps this 
final image of the German Führer. Russian forces are 
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fighting in the Wilhelmstrasse and reach the Anhalt Station 
which is just half a mile of the Fuhrerbunker.

German U-boats sink 8 Allied ships, 3 destroyers and 2 
corvettes in the English channel.

The Canadian First Army captures Emden and 
Wilhelmshaven, while the U.S. Seventh Army takes 
Augsburg and reaches the Austrian border to the South. 
Hitler marries his mistress, Eva Braun, and dictates his 
political testament in which he justifies the political and 
military actions of his 12-year-rule, blaming the war on 
international Jewry and exhorting the German people even 
after defeat to adhere to the principles of National Socialism, 
especially its racial laws. Grossadmiral D0nitz is appointed 
as his successor.

The U.S. Fifth Army take Brescia, 30 miles East of Milan. 
The British Eighth Army reaches Venice.

Italian Partisans capture Mussolini, his mistress Clara 
Petacci and 12 of his cabinet members in a German convoy 
trying to reach Switzerland. All are shot in nearby village.

1946 

The Allies indict Tojo with 55 counts of war crimes.

2009

Lance Sergeant Tobie 'Fas' Fasfous (see photo below) of 
The Welsh Guards is killed in an explosion in Helmand 
Province, Afghanistan. 

Brought up in Dubai, his father was a Lebanese Christian. 
He became an avid Welshman - even developing a 
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pronounced accent after he moved to Pencoed, near 
Bridgend and joined the Welsh Guards. 

�
He had previously served with distinction in Bosnia and Iraq. 
As an Arabic speaker, he was a valuable member of the 
battalion, both as a translator and for his knowledge of local 
customs which endeared him to the Afghan people. 

His job in Afghanistan was as a mortar fire controller and 
Fasfous was on patrol near Salamaka Bridge when an 
explosion from an IED killed him. He was the first Welsh 
Guardsman to be killed in action since The Falklands War. 

His Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel R S M 
Thorneloe MBE, 1st Battalion Welsh Guards, said: "Lance 
Sergeant Fasfous was a superb soldier - one of the best of 
his generation. He was also a great character and a 
thoroughly decent man. His loss has been an enormous 
blow to his many friends in the Welsh Guards."

Lieutenant Colonel Thorneloe would himself be killed on the 
same tour.
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REMEMBRANCE NI DAILY POSTS 
Click the headlines daily at -

https://remembranceni.org/

Facebook users - become a Facebook friend of 
Remembrance Ni for immediate updates of new posts 

remembrance ni 
The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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