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Gallipoli graves below the deadly hillsides

Lisburn man died with Anzacs at Gallipoli
Alexander Martin from Magheragall, Lisburn, died serving 
with the Auckland Rifles in Gallipoli on 25/04/1915.

Alex emigrated to Australia in 1913 and a few months later 
to New Zealand where he enlisted. After initial training he 
was sent to Egypt where he was involved in fighting against 
the Turks.  
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In his last letter home, “he complained of the weariness of 
inactivity” and how it was, “awful to lie here in idleness and 
read of all the fighting that was going on” in Europe where 
he wished he would be sent.  

Initially reported missing after the first Dardanelles landings, 
he was subsequently (probably early 1916) reported KIA in 
Gallipoli on the 25/04/1915. 

He was the son of John Martin, a member of Lisburn Board 
of Guardians and a rural councillor in Magheragall, and 
Isabella Martin, Moor Farm, Hallstown, Magheragall and 
nephew of Mr. A.S. Mayes, of Bellevue and William Martin of 
Park Parade, Lisburn.  

A tribute to Alex Martin was paid by the Rev. Dundas of 
Magheragall Parish Church before his sermon on Sunday 
the 20 June 1915.  
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His brother 
Second 
Lieutenant 
W.R. Martin 
served in the 
RIR during 
the war.  

He had been 
studying for 
the ordained 
ministry 
when the war 
broke out 
and received 
his 
commission 
through QUB 
OTC in 
December 
1916.  
Involved in 
the fighting at 

Messines in early June 1917, a long letter to his father 
describing his experiences then was published in the 
Lisburn Standard on 22/06/1917. Reported wounded in late 
November or early December that year, he appears to have 
survived the war. 

Alexander (Auckland Rifles, NZ Infantry. Private.12/800) is 
remembered on the Lone Pine Memorial, Gallipoli, panel 72 
and on the family headstone in Magheragall Parish church 
graveyard.
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Today’s Roll of Honour names several from N Ireland who 
died this day in Gallipoli.

Six VCs before breakfast
On This Day, April 25th, 1915, The Lancashire Fusiliers 
assault W Beach on the Gallipoli Peninsula, winning the 
famous "Six VC's before breakfast".

On the coast North-West of Cape Helles, the Lancashire 
Fusiliers faced the formidable task of a dawn attack against 
an Ottoman position with steep cliffs, mines, barbed wire 
entanglements and trenches. 

Embarking from the cruiser Euryalus and the battleship 
HMS Implacable, they came under fire almost immediately. 
To make matters worse, the preceding naval bombardment 
failed to cut the wire along the shore and the Fusiliers 
advanced against the defences under constant fire.

A Colonel on the ship later wrote: "It appeared as if the 
whole battalion must be wiped out. The wire on the beach 
was intact and to those watching anxiously from the 
Euryalus the situation appeared hopeless. It looked as each 
man was shot down as he left his boat."

Sections of Fusiliers, advancing into a hail of deadly 
machine gun fire, broke through the Ottoman defences, 
capturing trenches and fighting off enemy counterattacks. 
For this action, six men of the Lancashire Fusiliers were 
awarded the Victoria Cross. They were:
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Private William Kenealy, who volunteered to crawl through 
the wire and attempt to cut it when his company was held 
up.

Major Cuthbert Bromley, who was shot in the back but 
refused to leave his men, not reporting his wound until three 
days later.

Captain John Elisha Grimshaw, who encouraged his men 
under fire and miraculously survived despite his water 
bottle, backpack and cap badge being shot through.

Captain Richard Raymond Williams, who stood up in full 
view of his men as the firing began, pointed his cane and 
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went forward with the battle cry of "Come on boys, 
remember Minden!"

Sergeant Frank Edward Stubbs, who led his men in a 
successful attack against Hill 114 and was shot in the head 
just yards from their target.

Sergeant Alfred Richards, who was shot through so many 
times his leg was nearly severed, whereupon he crawled 
towards the enemy position, still supporting his platoon.
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The bell from the cruiser Euryalus, that launched the 
Lancashire Fusiliers into battle stands outside the battalion 
headquarters in Tidworth today, in tribute to their bravery. 

 

ANZAC Day tradition

On 25 April 1915, the First World War began for Australia 
and New Zealand with the landing on the Turkish peninsula 
of Gallipoli. 

The first Anzac Day was observed throughout New Zealand 
on 25 April 1916 — the inaugural anniversary of the 
landings at Gallipoli. 

Every year, on ANZAC Day, various ceremonies are 
organised in Ypres and Zonnebeke. The day begins in 
Zonnebeke at 0600, when the ‘Dawn Service’ is held at 
Buttes New British Cemetery, Polygon Wood. Additional 
ceremonies follow at Tyne Cot Cemetery, Toronto Avenue 
Cemetery, and finally at the Menin Gate in Ypres.

In the newspapers - April 25
ANZAC Day - Daily Record - Thursday 25th April 1917
Inspiring Message From New Zealand.

The following message has been received by the High 
Commissioner for New Zealand from Colonel the Hon. Sir 
James Allan, Acting Premier and Minister in New Zealand:-
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To-day is the second anniversary of the historic landing on 
Gallipoli, which will go down in history as one of the finest 
feats of daring in which our troops have been engaged.

We are proud to think that our New Zealand troops 
emerged from this ordeal proved and fit to rank amongst the 
bravest defenders of the Empire.  Since then much blood 
has been shed, and many homes have been made 
desolate, but it has not been in vain.

We stand to-day a united people, part of a united Empire, 
stronger than ever but chastened by the sacrifices that have 
been forced upon us.  Our troops are still fighting in the far-
flung battle line, and they will continue to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with Britain and our Allies till an honourable and 
lasting peace has been secured.

Let us trust that the next time we celebrate ANZAC Day will 
be in peace, and that our soldiers will have returned to us.  
Let us also hope that when the clouds of war have rolled 
away its lessons will not be forgotten, and that we shall all 
realise that, if the country is to be free, its citizens must not 
only be prepared to die for it in time of war, but to live for it in 
time of peace.

25th April 1915
ORANGEMAN IN THE TRENCHES 

Mr. James Pritchard, 43. Dundee Street. Belfast, has 
received a letter from his brother-in-law, Lance Corporal 
William McIlroy, 2nd Battalion Royal Rifles. Lance-Corporal 
McIlroy, who is a member of the Orange Institution, was 
formerly employed at the Queen's Island, and at the out-
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break of war enlisted in the Army. Writing to Mr. Pritchard, 
he says:

" You would laugh sometimes if you saw the curious 
positions we are in. You would think we would be in no 
notion of writing letters, with the Black Marias bursting 
overhead ; but you get used. to them. They are all in the 
day's work so long as they don't come too dose. I see I am 
losing a lot of money being out here. £30, you were saying, 
my squad had. That is a bit of all right, and a big difference  
from what we get here, but you know somebody has got to 
do it. We are not only fighting for France and Belgium, but 
we are fighting for our homes and wives and children. God 
help us if we were ever under the German eagle. I can see 
enough of their atrocities out here---a whole country 
wrecked and ruined ; but the day is not far distant when they 
will have to suffer for the damage they have done. No ; I 
would rather want the big money so long as God spares me 
to give a hand to knock the Germans out ; so you can tell 
them all who are talking about the money that as long as my 
w wife and children get what does them I am satisfied." 
McIlroy concludes by sending his respect to the masters 
and members of his lodges.

Note - The above letter appeared in the local newspaper 
26/04/1915, Lance-Corporal William McIlroy was killed in 
action on 16/06/1915.  He was husband toElizabeth McIlroy 
nee Mussen, of 31 Aberdeen Street, Belfast. 
Commemorated on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, 
Belgium.

Page �9



APRIL 25, 2019

Roll of Honour - April 25
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1915

+DUNLOP, James
1st Bn. Royal Irish Fusiliers. Private. 5813. Died 
25/04/1915. Aged 19. Born Ballycastle. Poelcapelle British 
Cemetery

+MARTIN, Alexander (Alex)

Auckland Rifles, NZ Infantry. Private.12/800. Died 
25/04/1915. Aged 20. Emigrated from Magheragall, Lisburn, 
to Australia in 1913 and a few months later to New Zealand 
where he enlisted. (See article above).

+MILLAR, Arthur James

Royal Irish Fusiliers. Captain. Died 25/04/1915. Age 24. 
Medical student, QUB. Served from 26/10/1914. Born 1891. 
Son of James and Jane Millar, Eglantine Ave., Belfast. Ypres 
(Menim Gate) Memorial, Panel 42

+SMITH, Walter John A 

8th Bn. Canadian Infantry. Private. 498. Died 25/04/1915. 
Aged 29. Son of John W. T. and Jane Smith, of Lawrence 
Hill, Londonderry. Ypres (Menim Gate) Memorial

+SMYTH, Samuel

1st Bn. Royal Dublin Fusiliers. Private.10696. Died 
25/04/1915. Son of Mr. J. Smyth, of 32, Emerson St., 
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Waterside, Londonderry. V. Beach Cemetery, 
Gallipoli,Turkey

+SMYTH, William John

1st Bn. Royal Dublin Fusiliers. Lance Corporal. 10058. Died 
25/04/1915. Londonderry. V. Beach Cemetery, 
Gallipoli,Turkey

+THOMPSON, John 
1st Btn. Royal Dublin Fusiliers. Private.10468. Died 
25/04/1915. Born Ballymoney. Lived Londonderry. Enlisted 
Belfast. Son of Mr. J. Thompson, 57 Carnan Street, Belfast. 
V. Beach Cemetery, Gallipoli, Special Memorial

1917

+DAVIS, James  

10/11 Highland Light Infantry. Lance Corporal.19391. MM. 
Died 25/04/1917. Aged 31. Enlisted with his brother Charles 
at Hamilton, Lanarkshire. Born in Ballynahinch, he lived at 
Magheraknock, Co. Down. Son of James and Ellen Davis of 
Magheraknock, Ballynahinch. Etaples Military Cemetery, 
France

+TURNBULL, Alexander Miller


Royal Flying Corps. 12th Squadron. Lieutenant. Died 
25/04/917, in the Battle of Arras, while flying a BE2d/e 
biplane over the village of Avesnes Le Conte, south west of 
Boulogne. Educated at RBAI and QUB (Faculty of 
Commerce, 1912-1913). Alec was the son of Martin Harper 
Turnbull, a governor of Inst, and Agnes Edgar Turnbull of 
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Belfast, Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery, Haucour Pas de 
Calais, France. He is also commemorated on the Solicitor's 
Memorial, Four Courts, Dublin, and RBAI WM


1918

+McCURRY, Alexander.  

B Company, 9 Machine Gun Corps GC(I). Second 
Lieutenant. Died 25/04/918. Age 20. First reported missing 
at Kemmel Hill. Joined the OTC at Queen’s University, 
Belfast. Only son of James Isaac and Bessie McCurry of 
Lisnadill, Osborne Park, Belfast.  James Isaac died on the 
13/11/1946. Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, Belgium, and 
on his grandfathers headstone in Magheragall Parish church 
graveyard. 

+ORR, Robert

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 9th Bn. Private.11216. Died 
25/04/1918. Aged 31. Son of Alexander and Mary Orr, of 
Moygashel; husband to Martha J. Orr, of Moygashel, 
Dungannon. Haringhe (Bandaghem) Military Cemetery. 
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium

1943
+Adams, John Gerald Patrick
RAFVR. Sergeant. 1077026. Died 25/04/1943. Aged 21. 
Son of William C. Adams and Florence M. E. Adams of 
Belfast. Milltown Roman Catholic Cemetery
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On this day - April 25
1918

36th (Ulster) Division  - The Division receives reports that 
Kemmel Hill is now in German hands, making the Ulster 
Division position untenable. Plans are currently underway to 
move the location of the Division to a more secure place in 
case of an enemy attack.

1940  
Allied forces withdraw from Lillehammer in central Norway.

New evacuation scheme introduced in Britain as a Ministry 
of Health survey shows that only 8% of eligible children 
have been registered; 19% of parents refused to do so; 73% 
did not bother to reply.

1941  
Roosevelt announces an indefinite extension of US Atlantic 
patrols.

German paratroops seize Corinth and cross the Corinth 
Canal to the Peloponnese.

Hitler issues Directive No.28, ordering the preparation of 
plans to capture Crete. The basic plan is to involve 22,750 
paratroops, 650 combat aircraft and is to be launched on the 
18th May 1941, although this is put back to the 20th May 
1941.

1942  
The Luftwaffe attack Bath as the ‘Baedeker’ raids continue.

On his last patrol aboard U-404, Kapitanleutnant Otto von 
Bulow fires two FAT and two G7e torpedoes at British 
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aircraft carrier HMS Biter. All detonate prematurely and HMS 
Biter escapes without damage. Von Bulow is later decorated 
by Hitler with Oak leaves to his Knights Cross for his Atlantic 
successes and German newspapers report the recent 
sinking of the American carrier USS Ranger as well. Later, 
USS Ranger commander Gordon Rowe (below), is 
photographed aboard his carrier smiling at a photograph of 
von Bulow and the German report of his vessel’s demise.

�

1944

38 (Irish) Brigade - Major Horsfall 2 LIR on Monte 
Castellone, 2030 - “The relieving unit was the 6th Lwow 
Brigade commanded by Colonel Nowina. I must say that I 
thought that the Poles were very remarkable people. 

Page �14



APRIL 25, 2019

However, their motives were as clear as they were simple. 
They only wished to kill Germans, and they did not bother at 
all about the unusual refinements when taking over our 
posts. They just walked in with their weapons and that was 
that. They were quite imperturbable.”

 
With Allied control of the skies over Germany now virtually 
complete, Goebbels strongly objects to Hitler’s plan to fly to 
Berlin for one of his rare visits to attend Colonel General 
Hube’s funeral. Hitler insists on going anyway. It will be the 
last time the increasingly reclusive Fuhrer will show himself 
at a large public gathering in the Third Reich.

The British right hook South of Kohima begins.

1945

�
Elbe Day - Troops of the U.S. Ninth Army and the Soviet 1st
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Ukrainian Front meet on the Elbe at Torgau, 100 miles 
Southwest of Berlin. This contact meant that the two powers 
had effectively cut Germany in two.

Beginning of the San Francisco Conference convened to 
discuss the founding of the United Nations.

German U-boats sink 5 allied supply ships in the English 
Channel.

The U.S. Third Army crosses the Danube, 70 miles 
Northeast of Munich.

The RAF attacks the ‘Eagle’s Nest’, Hitler’s chalet and the 
SS barracks at Berchtesgarten.

The U.S. Fifth Army enters Mantua, 60 miles Northwest of 
Bologna and continues its drive up coast, while the British 
Eighth Army crosses the Po river and captures Parma.

Russian units of the 1st Belorussian and 1st Ukrainian 
Fronts meet at Kietzen west of Berlin, meaning that eight 
Russian armies have now surrounded Berlin in a vice like 
grip. The suburbs Tegel and Reinickendorf fall into Russian 
hands. A relief attack by the III Panzer Korps from the area 
of Eberswalde 50 miles northeast of Berlin fails.

U.S. Marines seize islands off coast of Okinawa in Pacific.
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REMEMBRANCE NI DAILY POSTS 
Click the headlines at -

https://remembranceni.org/

 

Facebook users - become a Facebook friend of 
Remembrance Ni for immediate updates of new posts 

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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