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Montgomery inspecting members of 2 RUR

Military Medal for Royal Ulster Rifles 
Corporal

For his actions on the night of April 24/25,1945, in the 
assault on Kattenturm, Corporal Douglas Albert Lambourne, 
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of the 2nd Battalion, Royal Ulster Rifles, was awarded the 
Military Medal.

The official recommendation in the London Gazette states:

"This NCO was commanding a section in No 8 platoon 
during the attack on Kattenturm on the night 24/25 April 
1945.

His platoon experienced considerable difficulty fighting their 
way along the Bund against enemy positions dug all the way 
along at intervals of only a few yards.

He led his Section with determination and dash and 
successfully cleared two houses under rifle and Panzerfaust 
fire. The platoon were then held up by determined enemy of 
about platoon strength, well dug-in and defending an 88 mm 
gun. 

The enemy fired a considerable number of Panzerfausts 
and
together with well directed small arms fire, caused a number 
of casualties in the platoon, including the platoon 
commander. Assisted by covering fire from the remainder of 
the platoon Cpl. Lambourne led his section on to the enemy 
position, driving some off and making the remained 
prisoners. 

The 88 mm gun was captured intact, together with a number 
of LMG's & the remainder of the Company was able to pass 
through to its next objective.
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On consolidation the platoon commander had to leave on 
account of his wounds, the platoon Sgt. already being away 
suffering from blast and shock.

Cpl. Lambourne took over command of the platoon, 
completed the
consolidation and by his efficiency and cheerfulness 
maintained the morale at a high level." 

24th to 25th April 1945 - Assault on Kattenturm 

On 24 April, at 1000 hrs, the Commanding Officer gave out 
his orders in the backyard of Bn. HQ. It was a glorious day 
and the weather, fine for three successive days, seemed to 
augur well for the night's operation. 

It was to be an imposing operation and the machinery for 
orders was on an appropriate scale. '0' Group in this case 
consisted of 28 different people, while the operation order 
produced by the Adjutant, Capt. Hatton, ran to some sixteen 
pages.

The intention was clear; 2 RUR would, capture Kattenturm 
and seize the bridge. Zero hour was to be midnight, and 
companies were to lead exactly as practised, and be ready 
to move up to a forward assembly area by 2130 hrs. From 
that point it was the responsibility of the Buffaloes to put us 
down at the "debuffing point" on the bund. 

On landing "C" Company was to clear the bund and 
establish a firm bridgehead to cover subsequent landings. 
"A" Company clearing the bund, "D" the main axis for about 
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Members of 2nd Battalion Royal Ulster Rifles clearing a 
bombed street as they enter Bremen April 1945.

six or seven hundred yards; and then "B" Company was to 
pass through and seize the bridge. 

Finally "C" Company was to leave its bridgehead advance 
up the main road for some five hundred yards and 
consolidate. If the bridge was secured, the main road would 
be thrown open, our transport would join us, and the whole 
operation would immeasurably be speeded up.

An impressive number of guns were deployed for this 
operation. They had started to wage a private war with the 
Germans for some nights previously, and it was hoped that 

Page �4



APRIL 24, 2019

a normal barrage on this night would efface the sound of the 
Buffaloes plodding across the floods. Artillery support could 
not be as close as usual on account of the infirm timings 
imposed by the Buffaloes. They were, however, on call, and 
a preliminary canter by the mediums early in the evening did 
much to demoralise our foe. Beside the normal gunner 
support, a pepper pot had been arranged. This consisted of 
a hotchpotch of 4,2 Mortars, Machine Guns, and Bofors 
firing in a ground role, operating against known enemy 
positions and probable areas of defence. It was to continue 
incessantly from about 2200 hrs. onwards, and Bosche 
prisoners were later to remark how disconcerting they had 
found it. 

Finally, a single Bofors gun was detailed to fire three rounds 
at one minute intervals along the line of the Buffalo route in 
order to assist them in maintaining direction. Morning and 
afternoon were spent in briefing the whole Battalion, and 
then most people snatched a few hours rest before the 
rigours of the night, which was certain to be a sleepless one. 
At last preparations were complete, and at 2100 hrs. the 
companies marched down to the waiting Buffaloes and 
climbed aboard.

Roll of Honour - April 24
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1915

+LECKY, George Alfred

7th Bn. Canadian Infantry. Private.16573. Died 24/04/1915. 
From Londonderry. Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial
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+RUDDY, W

Royal Garrison Artillery. Gunner. 5731. Died 24/04/1915. 
Carrickfergus (Victoria) Cemetery, Co. Antrim

+SPIERS, William Henry
RN. Stoker I. 304312. HMS Triumph. Died 24/04/1915. Age 
32. Triumph was sunk. Enrolled 04/06/1913 for 12 years. 
War service in Blenheim, Pembroke II, Vivid II, Triumph and 
Thistle. Born Enniskillen 20/12/1883. Son of Mrs. MA Spiers, 
Cambridge Rd., Hounslow, Middx. Plymouth Naval 
Memorial, Panel 7. ADM 188/495/304312

1917

+GRAHAM, Joseph James
RNAS. Petty Officer First Class. F9892. Russian Armoured 
Car Brigade. Order of St. George, 4th Class (Russia).  Died 
24/04/1917. Age 21. Enrolled 16/11/1915 for hostilities. 
President II and Russia (01/10/1916 - 24/04/1917). Born 
Belfast 09/01/1884. Brother of Alexander, Nathaniel, and 
William also RNAS Armoured Car Division. Another brother 
Corporal Samuel Graham served with 8th Hussars in France. 
Husband of Annie Maria Graham, Glenvarlock St., 
Castlereagh Rd., Belfast. Son of Joseph Graham, 
Glenmachan Cottage, Belmont, Belfast, an ex-serviceman 
(15th Hussars) who was chauffeur to Sir William Quartus 
Ewart, Belmont. French-Algerian Plot, Slobozia Military 
Cemetery. Knock Presbyterian Church WM. IMR. ADM 
188/579/9892
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1918

+ATKINSON, William

2nd Bn. Seaforth Highlanders. Sergeant. 9183. MM. Died 
24/04/1918. Born in Lisburn, he enlisted at Dublin. St. 
Venant-Robecq Road British Cemetery, France

1942

+LEWIS, Joseph   

RAFVR. Sergeant. 1108878. Died 24/04/1942. Aged 26.114 
Sqdn. Son of Thomas and Anna Mary Lewis, of Lisburn, Co. 
Antrim. Runnymeade Memorial, Panel 88

+McKENNY, Patrick        

RAFVR. Segeant. 1014114. Died 24/04/1942. Aged 23. 114 
Sqdn.  
Son of Thomas and Margaret McKenny, of Dromore, Co. 
Tyrone, Northern Ireland; husband of Marjorie Dawson 
McKenny, of Manchester. Runnymeade memorial, Panel 88

1945

+LOWDEN, George Henry Crawford

RNVR. Sub-Lieutenant (A). Died 20/04/1945. Aged 22. 
H.M.S. Gannet. Son of George and Jeannette Lowden, of 
Bangor, Co. Down. Lee-on-Solent Memorial, Bay 6

On this day - April 24
1916

Easter Rising of Irish republicans begins in Dublin
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1918

�

The Royal Navy Grand Fleet deployed for the final time in 
full fighting array. Admiral Beatty sailed with 193 ships 
including: 31 battleships, 4 battle-cruisers, 24 light cruisers 
and 85 destroyers to counter a German High Seas  Fleet 
sortie in the North Sea. (Note for the eagle eyed - photo is 
from slightly later!)

1940 

Commons approves trade agreement with Spain, first since 
Spanish Civil War.

French reinforcements arrive at Aandalesnes.

British troops forced to withdraw north of Trondheim after 
sharp fighting.
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Norwegian troops attack the Germans south of Narvik, but 
are beaten back.

Germans appoint Josef Terboven as Reich Commissar of 
Norway.

1941 

German forces in Greece break through British positions at 
Thermopylae and land paratroops on Greek islands in the 
north-eastern Aegean. The British expeditionary force 
begins the evacuation of its troops to Egypt and Crete.

1942 

The Luftwaffe raids Exeter in the first of Hitler’s retaliatory 
raids, which were soon to become known as the ‘Baedeker’ 
raids after the famous guidebook series of that name. A 
second raid employing 91 aircraft is made against Rostok.

US Marine Corps raises maximum age for recruits from 33 
to 36.

1943 

The first Women’s Flying Training Detachment class 
(precursor of WASPs) graduates from flight training.

1944 

38 (Irish) Brigade - 2nd Bn LIR on Monte Castellone, 
overlooking Monte Cassino: 0530 F Coy mortared from 
sand pits. Direct hit on forward VMG post. Two wounded, 
one killed - 32 year old Rifleman John Dorriss from Tralee.

All overseas travel is banned in Britain.
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The first B-29 arrives in China, over the Hump of the 
Himalayas.

The British force the road to Kohima open.

U.S. troops secure Hollandia and Aitape in New Guinea 
inflicting 9,000 Japanese casualties, while only suffering 450 
dead themselves. Australians troops enter Madang in New 
Guinea.

1945 

The British Second and Canadian First Armies enter 
Bremen.

The U.S. First Army liberates Dachau concentration camp.

The US Seventh Army crosses the Danube at Dillingen and 
captures Ulm.

The Eighth Army captures Ferrara, 30 miles to the Northeast 
of Bologna and crosses the Po after fierce fighting. The U.S. 
Fifth Army takes Spezia on the Gulf of Genoa and Modern.

The Japanese Burma Area Army C-in-C leaves Rangoon. 
The British Fourteenth Army takes Pyinmana in central 
Burma.

1951

First New Zealander killed in battle in Korean War. New 
Zealand’s 1056-man Kayforce arrived at Pusan, South 
Korea, on New Year’s Eve 1950. It was part of the United 
Nations’ ‘police action’ to repel North Korea’s invasion of its 
southern neighbour. The Royal New Zealand Artillery’s 16 
Field Regiment played a vital supporting role for 3rd 
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Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, and the Canadian 2nd 
Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Light Infantry, from 23 to 25 
April. During this action Kayforce suffered its first fatal battle 
casualty with the death of Second Lieutenant Dennis 
Fielden (above). The experienced Fielden had served for 
seven years with the Royal Artillery and the Royal Air Force 
before joining Kayforce.
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REMEMBRANCE NI DAILY POSTS 
Click the headlines at -

https://remembranceni.org/

 

Facebook users - become a Facebook friend of 
Remembrance Ni for immediate updates of new posts 

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/





Page �12

https://remembranceni.org/
mailto:houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
mailto:houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
https://remembranceni.org/

