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Captain Lisa Jade Head
First female officer to be killed in 
Afghanistan

On This Day, April 19th, 2011, Captain Lisa Jade Head died 
of wounds sustained from an IED cluster in Helmand 
Province and became the first female officer to be killed in 
Afghanistan.

Born in Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, Captain Head served 
with The Royal Logistics Corps as an air transport liaison 
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officer in both Iraq and Afghanistan. She later transferred to 
11 Explosive Ordnance Disposal Regiment RLC, where she 
attained High Threat IED Operator status. She arrived in 
Afghanistan, on her second tour in late March.

Captain Head went to Nahr-e-Saraj after reports of a 
suspicious device being found there. She located and 
defused one bomb and upon returning to take photographs 
a second device partially exploded, resulting in no injuries.

Corporal Tucker, who was with her said: "I asked Capt Head 
over and over again if she was happy to continue, and being 
a stubborn Yorkshire woman as she was, she was quite 
happy to continue."

She continued to defuse the IED cluster, designed and 
placed specifically to catch out a bomb disposal expert, 
when other devices in the chain exploded leaving her 
mortally wounded. Braving potential enemy ambush, her 
colleagues ran in to treat her and she was evacuated by 
helicopter to Bastion and flown back to the UK, where 
unfortunately she died of her injuries. 

A colleague said of her: "She typified the spirit of the 
ammunition technical officer, making the long and lonely 
walk into the face of danger and adversity for the sake of 
others.”

In the newspapers - April 19
19th April 1915 Northern Whig
Headquarters of Reserves. 
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It has now been definitely decided that Enniskillen will be 
the headquarters for the 12th (Reserve) Battalion Inniskilling 
which is now is the process of formation. It is expected that 
during this week at least 400 additional men will arrive. The 
battalion will be recruited to full strength from Fermanagh, 
Tyrone, Monaghan. and Armagh. Depots will be established 
at Omagh and Armagh for the reserves of the 9th 
Inniskillings and 9th Royal Irish Fusiliers respectively. The 
first party of the new battalion of the Inniskillings (the 12th) 
of the Ulster Division has arrived in Enniskillen, and the men 
are quartered in the County Industrial Hall. The battalion is 
under the command of Colonel Leslie, with Lieutenant-
Colonel Kerr-Fox second in command. In the main barracks 
is the divisional Cyclist Corps and the Castle Barracks the 
service squadron of the Inniskilling Dragoons. During the 
past few weeks, several recruits from the district have joined 
both these corps, which attract a better class of recruit than 
the infantry. The Dragoons want still a few men to complete 
their reserve, but the cyclist corps have still many 
vacancies.

Four Enniskillen men, non-coms. in the 16th Inniskilling, 
have received commissions, And they will shortly be 
gazetted to the new 12th battalion. They are Sergeant W. 
Murphy, L.P.S.I.; Sergeant W. Charlton (son of Mr. J.H. 
Charlton), Sergeant J. Pierre, and Corporal W. Wilson. 
It is expected that as the battalion increases in strength the 
military authorities will take over the County Hall and other 
public halls in the town, and if necessary the men will be 
billeted on the townspeople. 'The police have already male 
inquiries as to the accommodation that each householder 
can afford.
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Sai Wan War Cemetery. Hong Kong

Roll of Honour - April 19
Representing their comrades who died on this day 

1917

+MOONEY, Daniel           
1st Bn. Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. Private. 20517. Died 
19/04/1917. Born Ballintoy. Son of James and Sarah 
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Mooney, Ballyveridagh North, Ballycastle. Arras Memorial, 
Bay 6

1918

+COOKE, Frederick St. George

9 RIrF. Private. 41694. Died 19/04/1918. Born in Carrigallen, 
Co. Leitrim, he lived at Bachelor’s Walk in Lisburn.  A Mason 
and member of the UVF in Whitehead, he enlisted at Belfast 
and served in the Dragoons of the Line, NIH (2182) before 
transferring to 9 RIrF. Born in Carrigallen, Co. Leitrim, he 
lived at Bachelor’s Walk in Lisburn. He was the eldest son of 
the late Mr. Francis Cooke of Gortmore House, Corrigallen, 
Co. Leitrim and husband to Jeannie C Cooke of 18 
Bachelors Walk, Lisburn and subsequently of “Norton”, 6 
Hawthorden Road, Knock, Belfast. Tyne Cot Memorial, 
Belgium, panel 140-1.

1944

+BAIRD, Leslie

Royal Artillery. Gunner.1109775. Died 19/04/1944. Aged 24. 
10 Field Regt. Son of Andrew Dunn Colhoun and Mary 
Elizabeth Baird, of Fyfin, Co. Tyrone. Kohima War 
Cemetery, India

+FOSTER, DAVID

Royal Artillery. Gunner.1460318. Died 19/04/1944. Aged 28. 
8 H.A.A. Regt. Son of George and Elizabeth Foster, of 
Belfast. Rangoon Memorial, Myanmar 
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1945

+CLARKE, Robert

RAF. Sergeant. 619994. Died 18/04/1945. Aged 42. Son of 
Robert and Isabella Clarke, of Newtownards; husband to 
Wilhelmina Clarke, of Newtownards. Madras War Cemetery, 
Chennai. India

On this day - April 19
1940 

‘State of Siege’ is extended to the whole of Netherlands.

The first clash between British and German troops in 
Norway, at Verdal north of Trondheim

1941 

Luftwaffe sends 712 bombers to London, 449 killed, 
including 34 firemen, the largest single loss of firefighters in 
British history.

British women ages 20-30 are conscripted for war work; 
mothers of children under 14 are exempt.

A Brigade from the British 10th Indian Division land at Basra 
in southern Iraq.

The Germans attack south through Greece on a wide front. 
The Greek Government agrees that British forces should be 
evacuated. General Wilson plans to make a strong stand at 
Thermopylae, to cover the withdrawal of his troops to ports 
in the Peloponnese.
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1942 

Resistance on Cebu Island ends as the US-Filipino garrison 
surrenders to the Japanese.

1943 

Tens of thousands of Jews living in the Warsaw Ghetto 
began a valiant but futile battle against Nazi forces.

1945

�
British troops force SS camp guards to load the corpses of 
prisoners onto trucks for burial during the liberation of the 
Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in April 1945.
 
The British Second Army reaches the Elbe and launches an 
attack on Bremen. 
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The U.S. First Army captures Leipzig and Halle, 50 miles 
South of Magdeburg. 

On the eve of Hitler’s 56th birthday, Dr. Goebbels exhorts 
the nation and predicts that in spite of all misfortunes 
Germany will yet prevail, that the “perverse coalition 
between Bolshevism and Plutocracy” is about to break up, 
and that it is Adolf Hitler (“Our Hitler!”) who will still turn back 
the tide and save Europe, as he has thus far, from falling 
into the clutches of the Kremlin.

The 1st Belorussian Front finally breaks through the 
German defenses on the Seelow heights, despite heavy 
losses in men and tanks (over 400 in two days) and races 
towards Berlin.

U.S. troops encounter very stiff resistance by the Japanese 
at ‘Bloody Ridge’ on Ie Island.

German submarines U-251, U-548 and U-879 were lost to 
enemy action.

1956

�

Cdr Lionel ‘Buster’ Crabb OBE GM RNVR disappeared at 
HMNB Portsmouth during a visit by the Soviet leader 
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Khrushchev in the Sverdlov class cruiser Ordzhonikidze. 
British PM Sir Anthony Eden told MPs that it was not in the 
public interest to discuss the circumstances.

1968

�

On This Day in 1968 the Desert Mounted Corps memorial 
was dedicated on Anzac Parade by the Prime Minister  of 
Australia, John Gorton. The memorial is based on the 
original unveiled at Port Said, Egypt, by former Prime 
Minister William Hughes in 1932. That original was 
destroyed during the Suez intervention.
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REMEMBRANCE NI DAILY POSTS 
Click the headlines at -

https://remembranceni.org/

 

Facebook users - become a Facebook friend of 
Remembrance Ni for immediate updates of new posts 

remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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