
APRIL 1, 2019

 

remembrance ni 



101 years ago the 
RAF was formed 
as a separate 
Service, 
independent of 
the BritishArmy & 
the RoyalNavy – 
the first time that 
any country had 
formed an 
entirely separate 
and independent 
air force (See 
OTD).

In the newspapers - April 
1915 - General Powell in Enniskillen

Addressing the Service Squadron 6th Inniskilling Dragoons 
(Ulster Division) after his inspection at Enniskillen, General 
Powell, C.B., said he was more than surprised at the 
improvement made by the men and their efficiency, which 
reflected great credit on their commanding officer, Major 
Strettel, and their other officers. There was no doubt that the 
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division would go to the front as soon as they had enough 
men. The division was in a peculiar postion; it was full at 
present, but, unlike other divisions, had no territorial 
reserves to feed it, and they could not move till the division 
had formed its own reserves which would fill vacancies that 
were bound to occur. He appealed to all to help get recruits 
and thus fill up the reserve battalions. 

(Belfast News-Letter, 1 April 1915)

1918 - Dublin Orangemen and the War

A roll of honour to the memory of the members of the Dublin 
Orange Order who joined the colours was unveiled on 
Wednesday evening in the Fowler Hall, Rutland Square, in 
the presence of a numerous gathering, under the 
presidency of Mr. T. H. Liddy, deputy grand master of Dublin.

Mr. Louth chairman of Committee and hon: treasurer of the 
fund, stated that the roll of honour was unique, inasmuch as 
it represented every branch of the service. Of the 340 
names inscribed on the list 30 had been killed, 11 
decorated, and 21 had obtained commission rank. Amongst 
those who had won distinction was the Rev. John Thom, 
who had won the Military Cross no fewer than three times.

Sir James Stronge, is unveiling the roll, expressed pride that 
so many members of the Order in Dublin had freely taken 
their place in the ranks when the call was first sounded. 
They did not grudge their lives and it was not for them at 
home to grudge them. He then unveiled the roll, "To the 
glory of God and in loving memory of the heroism and self-
sacrifice of our brethren who fell on the field of battle in 
noble defense of equity, truth, and righteousness."
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As the roll was being unveiled the band played the National 
Anthem. Sir J. Stronge, acknowledging a vote of thank, said 
he could give the lie to the statements which had appeared 
freely in some newspapers that Orangemen were opposed 
to conscription. The Grand Orange Lodge had never met 
recently without passing a resolution in favour of 
conscription, and county, district, and private lodges had 
passed similar motions. 

(The roll of honour is currently in possession of the Grand 
Orange Lodge of Ireland to which it was recently donated 
and was part of their Great War exhibition). 

(April 1918   Larne Weekly Times)

Roll of Honour - April 1

Representing their comrades who fell on this day
1917

+FULTON, William James                                      
RNR. Engineer. Duchess of Montrose. Died April 1917. 
Aged 40. The minesweeper, Duchess of Montrose, struck a 
mine off the coast of Belgium (18/03/1917). His relatives 
lived at Dooey, Portstewart.

+HOWE, Henry George 
2nd Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. Sergeant. 8828. Died of 
wounds 01/04/1917. Aged 27. Husband to Mrs H Howe of 
Marlborough Terrace, Londonderry. He was born in Rawal 
Pindi, India to Henry and Jane of 42, Kimberley Street, 
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Ormeau Road, Belfast. Foreste Communal Cemetery, 
France.

1942

�     �

 
+BOAL, Samuel McCaughey
RAF. Wing Commander. 37713. DFC. Died 01/04/1942. 217 
Sqdn. 
Son of Hugh and Annie Boal, of Ballymena; husband to Joy 
Boal, of Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. Runnymeade 
Memorial, Panel 64 

Veteran 
Belfast gunner survived the Coventry blitz

Sergeant George Herbert Menary served as a gunner with 
21st Battery, 8th (Belfast) Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment. He 
saw action in 1940 with the British Expeditionary Force and 
as part of the evacuation from Dunlirk in 1941. 
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In 1940, he received a promotion to Bombardier while based 
in Coventry during the Luftwaffe’s Blitz on major UK cities. 
One year later, in 1941, another promotion came, this time 
to Sergeant.

After serving in Europe and the United Kingdom, Menary 
found himself in India and Burma where he was Pay 
Sergeant for 21st Battery. 

He died on 01/04/1949. He was born on 22/11/1906 in 
Belfast. George Herbert Menary’s grave is in Dundonald 
Cemetery

On this day - April 1

1900

�

The Irish Guards was formed on 1 April 1900 by Queen 
Victoria in recognition of the many acts of courage and 
bravery performed by Irish Regiments during the Second 
Boer War.
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1918

The RAF was officially formed on the 1 April 1918 with the 
amalgamation of the Royal Naval Air Service and  the Royal 
Flying Corps. Following which Lord Rothermere was 
appointed on 3 January 1918 as the first Secretary of State 
for Air and an Air Council established.

To emphasise the merger of both army and naval aviation in 
the new service, to appease the ‘senior service’ i.e. the 
Navy, many of the titles of officers were deliberately chosen 
to be of a naval character, such as Flight Lieutenant, Wing 
Commodore, Group Captain and Air Commodore.

The newly created Royal Air Force was the most powerful 
air force in the world on its creation, with over 20,000 aircraft 
and over 300,000 personnel (including the Women’s Royal 
Air Force). It now qualifies as the oldest independent Air 
Force in the World.

  

�

1940

The British Minister of Food announces Dig for Victory 
campaign to encourage growing food at home.
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1941 

General Platt and his ‘Northern Force’ capture Asmara, the 
capital of Eritrea. A pro-axis coup, led by Raschid Ali seizes 
power in Iraq.

The Japanese force the Chinese out of Toungoo, north of 
Rangoon.

Japanese begin landing in Dutch New Guinea.

1942 

�

Władysław Brymora, a shoemaker born in Poraj (near 
Częstochowa) on 25 January 1903 perished in Auschwitz. 
During the occupation he distributed in Stalowa Wola an 
underground magazine “Odwet” (Revenge). In the camp 
from 25 February 1942 - camp no. 25251.

As a result of the immense loss in shipping along the US 
eastern seaboard, since January 1942, the US authorities 
instituted a partial convoying system, known as the ‘Bucket 
Brigade’. This meant that ships would sail in convoy as 
close to the coast as possible during daylight hours and 
anchor in protected harbours at night. Due to the shortage 
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of escort vessels, continuous convoying was not possible 
and the ‘Bucket Brigade’ system did not apply to the 
Caribbean or Gulf of Mexico.

1943 

Attempting to stem inflation in the USA, President Roosevelt 
freezes wages, salaries, and prices. Meat, fats, canned 
goods, and cheese are now rationed in the US.

1944

�

2 LIR, with 38 Irish Brigade,  April 1944:
"The Bn was sent up to relieve the French on Monte 
Castellone. 3 companies were almost on the crest - the 4th 
was in reserve. Supplies were brought up by mules. A 
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Echelon was 8 miles away in the Rapido Valley &  the 
supply-route was under shell & mortar fire."

The USAAF accidentally bombs Schaffhausen in 
Switzerland. The Swiss protest strongly. The Americans 
offer reparations.

1945

�

The Battle of Okinawa commenced. The U.S. Tenth Army, 
with 1,457 ships in support, invades Okinawa which is 325 
miles from Japan. 60,000 troops land unopposed and 
establish an 8-mile bridgehead.It was the last major battle 
and one of the bloodiest of World War II in the Pacific

The U.S. First and Ninth Armies link up at Lippstadt cutting 
off a third of a million German troops in the Ruhr area. The 
U.S. First Army enters Hamm, 40 miles Northeast of Essen.
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The 3rd Ukrainian Front capture Sopron in Hungary, a vital 
road junction between Budapest and Vienna and also 
reaches Wiener Neustadt as it continues its advance toward 
Vienna. The fighting in Breslau continues.
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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