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remembrance ni 



On 26 March 1943, Eighth Army resumed its offensive 
against the Mareth Line in South Eastern Tunisia 

Belfast man’s transfer on this day in 1918 
from RN unit to develop landships - tanks
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John Harrison from Skegoneill Avenue in Belfast was a 
member of a remarkable group of men from Northern 
Ireland who served in the Royal Naval Air Service’s 
Armoured Car Division. 

He was recognised with the award of the DSM for his 
bravery in an action which involved fellow-Ulsterman Lieut.-
Commr. Smiles (Later Sir Edward Smiles, Westminster MP 
who perished on the Princess Victoria). He was also 
awarded the Order of St. George by Russia.

He saw action at Brzezany, Russia (in what is now Western 
Ukraine). John Harrison is mentioned by name in the 
despatch of Commander Locker-Lampson for this action. He 
wrote: ‘I would also venture to bring to the notice of their 
Lordships the work of the following Chief Petty Officers and 
Petty Officers: C.P.O. John MacFarlane (killed) F.2863; 
P.O.M. John Harrison F.2893; George Gardner, F.9891; 
John Marshall McEwan (wounded) F.10029. These were 
volunteers who assisted Lieut.-Commr. Smiles to repair the 
roads under very heavy fire during the attack on Brzezany’. 

In ‘The Czar’s British Squadron’ by Perrett and Lord, the 
action at Brzezany on the 1st of July 1917 is described as 
follows: ‘The cars were due to cross their start line at 09.55 
and the infantry to go over the top five minutes later. 
Watched by Kerensky from a forward observation post, 
Wells Hood led out his squadron in the Rolls armoured. The 
cars gathered speed in a cutting and then burst out onto the 
wastes of No Man’s Land, Shells burst alongside the road ... 
bullets clanged off the armour, but within minutes they were 
level with the first line of enemy trenches and were 
enfilading them with their fire. ... While the Russian infantry 
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came up Wells Hood protected the Corps’ left flank from 
interference, and then pressed on down the road to 
Brzezany until he found it blocked by a barbed wire and 
sandbag barricade. Smiles called for volunteers to go 
forward with him and remove the obstruction. 

He was joined by Chief Petty Officer MacFarlane, Leading 
Petty Officer Harrison and Petty Officers Gardner and 
McEwan, and together they crawled up the roadside ditch to 
the barricade, which was now under such shellfire that 
Locker Lampson wondered how any of them survived. 
Dodging shell-bursts, they were able at length to dismantle 
the structure piece by piece, but in the process MacFarlane 
was killed and McEwan badly wounded. The cars passed 
through ...’ Harrison was awarded the DSM. (London 
Gazette, 30/11/1917 for ‘miscellaneous services’). 

He transferred to the Machine Gun Corps (Motors) on the 
26/03/1918 when the Armoured Car Division was 
incorporated into that formation. Born Belfast 11/12/1895. 
Died aged 36. Ashville, Skegoniel Ave, Belfast. ADM 
188/565/2893

Kaiserschlacht 1918 Day 5

After fighting with 36th (Ulster) Division for the first four days 
of the Kaiserschlacht, 61st Infantry Bde returned to 20th 
(Light) Division. 

From 21-25 March they had 103 men killed and on leaving, 
the strength of the Brigade equalled that of a battalion.
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On the morning of day 5 of the Kaiserschlacht, the depleted 
36th (Ulster) Division are placed under the command of the 
French 62nd Infantry Division and March 15 miles west to 
near the village of Guerbigny.

Roll of Honour - March 26
1916
+CLARK, John 
Private. 349.  Died 26/03/1918. From Londonderry

1918
+LENDRUM / VESSEY, George Waller 
2nd North Irish Horse Regiment. Captain. MC. Died 
26/03/1918. Lendrum changed his name to Vesey. He was 
commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant and posted to the North 
Irish Horse. He was promoted to lieutenant on 18/11/1917. 
On 16/11/1915 he embarked for France as an officer of F 
Squadron. In June 1916 this squadron combined with C 
Squadron and the 6th (Inniskilling) Dragoons Service 
Squadron to form the 2nd North Irish Horse Regiment.

The regimental war diary makes a number of mentions of 
Vesey over the next year:

Capt Uprichard rejoined C Squadron on being relieved at 
Contay by Mr Vesey. (7 September 1916)
Lieut Vesey was in charge of Digging party. (4 December 
1916)
Usual trench digging party under Lt Vesey. (23 December 
1916)
Lieut Vesey was in charge of working party. The party was 
shelled heavily for ½ an hour. 2 January 1917)
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Trench digging party under Lt Vesey was again shelled. (6 
January 1917)
Usual trench party under Lieut Vesey. (13 January 1917)
Usual Trench Digging Party under Lieut Vesey. (13 March 
1917)
Working Party under Lt Vesey. There was no shelling. (28 
March 1917)
Major Newman Capt Henry Lt Vesey & 2Lt Dean having 
been appointed to road control Squadrons in 1st & 3rd 
Armies proceeded to take up their new duties. (7 April 1917)

In September 1917 the 2nd North Irish Horse Regiment was 
dismounted and most of its officers and men absorbed into 
the 9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Irish Fusiliers – 
subsequently known as the 9th (North Irish Horse) Battalion, 
Royal Irish Fusiliers.

Vesey reported for duty with the battalion on 17 October and 
was posted to A Company. On 6 December he was 
promoted to captain.
He saw action with the battalion at the Battle of Cambrai in 
November and December 1917. On 15 December near 
Marcoing, as the battalion prepared to leave the trenches for 
a period of rest, Vesey led an offensive patrol that 
successfully seized a dangerous section of trench from the 
enemy. 

He was awarded a Military Cross for this action, the citation 
reading:
“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He led a 
patrol and rushed and captured an enemy machine gun 
which was in action in a trench running out from our lines 
and killed several of the crew. He then established a block in 
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the trench and so improved the position. His initiative and 
resource were a splendid example to his men.”

On 21 March 1918 the battalion was in the St Quentin 
sector when the German spring offensive began. Two days 
later after heavy fighting they fell back on Berlancourt and 
Guiscard, the enemy continuing to press the attack through 
the evening and heavily shelling the villages. That evening 
they came under the command of the French 62nd Division, 
and covered the withdrawal of their own division, the 36th 
Ulsters.

During the night a number of casualties were sustained, 
including Captain Vesey, who was severely wounded. He 
was left in the care of the French when the battalion 
withdrew from Guiscard the following day. Soon after, they 
brought him to one of their field hospitals, Ambulance 4/51, 
at Ressons-sur-Matz, west of Noyon. He died there on 26 
March. He was buried at the Ressons-sur-Matz French 
Military Cemetery. After the war Vesey's body was exhumed 
and re-buried at  Vignemont French National Cemetery, 
Oise, France

Lendrum/Vessey was born on 5 August 1882 at 
Magheracross, Irvinestown, County Fermanagh, son on 
George Cosby Lendrum of Magheracross, JP DL, and his 
wife Antionette Frances Lendrum (nee Butler). Lendrum 
changed his name to Vesey in order to inherit a family 
property, Derrabard House, Fintona, County Tyrone.
On 24 April 1915 he married Sybilla Sarah Bernard at 
Fretherne, Gloucester. The couple had one child, Barbara 
Waller Mary Vesey, born on 13 November 1917. Two weeks 
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earlier Vesey had been commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant 
and posted to the North Irish Horse. 
One of Vesey's brothers, Captain Marcus Beresford 
Lendrum, also served in the 9th Battalion, Royal Irish 
Fusiliers. Another brother, Captain Alan Cane Lendrum, 
served in the 2nd Battalion, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, and 
was killed in an IRA ambush near Doonbeg, West Clare, on 
22/09/1920.

+MOORE, Archibald Moore 
Royal Irish Rifles. Second Lieutenant. Died 26/03/1918. 
Enlisted in the North Irish Horse at Larne on 04/09/1914. He 
was promoted to acting lance corporal on01/11/1914, 
corporal on 21/08/1915, lance sergeant on 04/03/1916 and 
sergeant on 25/11/1916.

On 01/05/1915 he embarked for France with D Squadron of 
the North Irish Horse. He transferred to C Squadron on 5 
September that year.
On 09/01/1917 he applied for a commission and on 9 March 
reported for duty at the No.7 Officer Cadet Battalion at 
Fermoy. On 27 June that year he was commissioned as a 
2nd lieutenant in the Royal Irish Rifles. Initially posted to the 
20th (Reserve) Battalion, soon after he was sent to France 
where he joined the 13th (Service) Battalion.

On 14/11/1917 the 13th Battalion was amalgamated with the 
11th Battalion, Royal Irish Rifles, and on 10/02/1918 the 
new unit was disbanded to form the 22nd Entrenching 
Battalion. Moore was with the 22nd when the German 
Spring Offensive began on 21/03/1918. He was reported as 
wounded and missing on 26 March, but later his death was 
accepted.
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Lance Corporal Jim O'Neill of Ballyboyland, Ballymoney, Co 
Antrim later stated:
“On the 26th March 1918 I was attached to No 13 Platoon 
the 11/13th R. Irish Rifles. On that date 2/Lt Moore who had 
charge of the platoon took us to the village of Punchy or 
Fonches a few hundred yards in front of our lines in order to 
try and retake it. We had to retire and when doing so Mr 
Moore was shot through the heart. A stretcher bearer, Rfn 
Harry Grant, belonging to the same platoon was beside Mr 
Moore at the same time as myself. We had several other 
casualties at the time in the village street & had to leave 
them where they were on our retirement. 

“I had known Mr Moore for 2 or 3 months at the time. The 
date was the 26th March 1918 & the place was the village of 
Punchy or Fonches, when shot. Mr Moore dropped & died 
on the spot.”

Rifleman Wolfe of Carmeen Gatehouse, County Armagh 
stated:
“Mr. Moore was my platoon officer XIII. He was killed on 
March 26th or 27th when D. Coy. attacked a village to the 
right of Harbonnieres. We took the village and held it about 
an hour and then were put out by a counter-attack. I saw Mr. 
Moore lying in the middle of the road in the village quite 
dead, and he was left behind when we retired.
Captain Findlay of the 22nd Entrenching Battalion, recalling 
the actions of the time, recalled that:

“On the night of 23rd March the enemy shelled Misery, and 
we received orders early next morning (I think from Corps) 
to proceed to Gillancourt and later to dig in on a line from 
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Rainecourt to Rosieres. The enemy attacked on our left 
flank during the afternoon which was unprotected and took 
Rainecourt and Framerville; in the evening a Staff Colonel 
brought up 2 battalions of the D.L.I. and counter-attacked 
and re-took Framerville with heavy losses to themselves 
and our left company which joined in the attack – Moore one 
of my subalterns was killed in this attack.”

He was born on 2 August 1889 at Ballycowan, Ballylesson, 
County Down, the third of six children of dairy farmer 
William Henry Moore and his wife Mary Gibson Moore (nee 
Allen). Educated at Malone National School, Belfast, by 
1911 Moore was living with his family at Ballycarn, Drumbo, 
County Down, and working as a draper's apprentice.

The Northern Whig and Belfast News-Letter of 9 May 1918 
reported:

MOORE.– Second-Lieut. Archibald Moore, wounded and 
missing, believed killed, joined the ranks of the North Irish 
Horse in 1914, and after a year and nine months' service in 
France was recommended for a commission. He was 
gazetted from the Cadet School, Fermoy, to the Royal Irish 
Rifles in June, 1917, and went to the front again in the 
following August. He was the second son of the late Mr. 
William Moore, Newgrove, Ballylesson, and Mrs. Moore, 
Hillmount, Antrim Road, Lisburn. He was a fine athlete, 
winning while connected with Ulsterville Harriers the 
Marathon Championship of Ireland and many trophies and 
medals. In France ... [he was awarded a silver cup for "first 
in" in a Divisional cross-country race] presented by Major-
General Haldane, D.S.O.
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As he has no known grave, 2nd Lieutenant Moore is 
commemorated on  Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France, 
Panel 74.

+HENRY, George Adams Henry 
9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Irish Fusiliers, subsequently 
named the 9th (North Irish Horse) Battalion. MM. Died 
 26/03/1918. Henry enlisted in the North Irish Horse at 
Cookstown between 23 February and 19 March 1912 (No.
683). He embarked for France with C Squadron on 20 
August 1914, seeing action in the retreat from Mons and 
advance to the Aisne.

On 28 November 1914 the Mid-Ulster Mail reported that:
Driver W. J. Arbuthnott of the North Irish Horse, son of Mr. 
W. J. Arbuthnott, Drumbonaway, writing to a friend says:--"... 
I have come through a few battles safely. All the rest of the 
boys are well and doing good work at the front, especially 
the Cookstown chaps. We are very well looked after with 
food and clothes, and we never want for anything, and not 
one of the Cookstown party of the North Irish Horse has got 
a wound, though all have shown up bravely at the post of 
duty. 

“Sergeant Ashcroft, John Maxwell, Samuel Espey, Willie 
Crooks, Willie  Anderson, George Henry, and Albert James 
McKenna, are the Cookstown fellows in the same troop as 
me.”

Henry was also mentioned in a letter published in the Mid-
Ulster Mail on 12/12/1914:
“Trooper Robert Averall, of the North Irish Horse, writing to 
Mr. John G. Gamble, of Magherafelt, in 2nd inst., says – 
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"We are having a badly needed rest just now, as our horses 
were nearly played out. Cavalry is not much use in the 
trenches, but we hope to get plenty of work when the 
Germans get on the move again, and I hope the next halt 
will be in Berlin. It is hardly likely we will be home for 
Christmas, but I hope we will be there for the 'Twelfth!' Four 
Cookstown fellows are here in my troop – Sergeant  
Ashcroft, Corporal Espie, Lance-Corporal Henry, and 
Trooper Willie Crooks. We are visited by the enemy's 
aeroplanes almost every day. They fly over our lines and 
drop bombs all over the place but do not do much damage, 
and we usually manage to bring them down in the end. We 
were on guard during the King's visit, and were on the look 
out for spies. We succeeded in capturing two disguised as 
shepherds. They had some sheep and a dog. We are 
getting tired of mutton chops, so we will perhaps try dog-
flesh for a change!! Remember me to all the comrades in 
the U.V.F., and tell them I am hoping to rejoin their ranks 
soon.”

At the end of 1915 Henry returned home on leave, a report 
of which appeared in the local newspaper. Inaccuracies in 
the report suggesting that Henry's squadron was not often in 
the firing line led three men of C Squadron to write to the 
paper seeking a correction:

“Dear Sir, – We would respectfully draw your attention to a 
statement which appeared in a recent issue of your paper, 
just come to hand, namely, that Troopers S. Espie and G. 
Henry were home on leave from the Squadron of North Irish 
Horse (A) acting as bodyguard to Sir John French at 
General Headquarters.
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“The above-mentioned are corporals and belong to C 
Squadron, which as been acting as Divisional Cavalry since 
coming to France on August 22nd, 1914, with the exception 
of a few months last winter, when the squadron was broke 
up to work with different Corps Headquarters. 

“Owing to absence of real cavalry work, the chief work of the 
Squadron has been in the nature of pioneer work, viz., 
trench digging, barb-wiring, and sand-bagging redoubts, 
etc., and on several occasions the wiring has been done 
outside the front line parapets, not fifty yards from the 
German trenches; also carrying wounded from trenches to 
advanced dressing stations; escorting German prisoners to 
nearest rail-head from reserve line, and taking their turn in 
the trenches as infantry when required. In fact this Squadron 
has not been out of the firing line (proper) since they came 
out, and a good many of our comrades out here have rather 
resented the statement, that has so often erroneously 
appeared in your valuable paper, that the Squadron was on 
Headquarters work.

“Esteeming the favour of a correction at an early date, with 
best wishes to the good old Mail for the New Year. We 
remain
Yours faithfully,
R. Averall, H. Bradley, Corporal S. BrownNo. 1 Troop, C 
Squadron, N.I.H., 3rd Division Cavalry, B.E.F.”

1st January, 1916.
The Mid-Ulster Mail reported on 15 January 1916 -
“In August 1917 the 2nd North Irish Horse Regiment, of 
which C Squadron was a part, was dismounted and most of 
its officers and men transferred to the infantry. After a few 

Page �12



MARCH 26, 2019

weeks training, on 20 September most were posted to the 
9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Irish Fusiliers, subsequently 
named the 9th (North Irish Horse) Battalion. Henry was 
issued a new number – 41401 – and posted to C Company.
Henry saw action with his battalion in the Battle of Cambrai 
in November and December 1917. On 16 December he took 
part in a successful raid on an enemy outpost south of 
Marcoing, led by Lieutenant G.W. Vesey. Vesey was later 
awarded a Military Cross for his part in the raid, while Henry 
and one other were awarded Military Medals.”

Henry was born on 23 May 1894 at Cloghog, Cookstown, 
County Londonderry, the youngest of six children of farmer 
William James Henry and his wife Jane (nee Irvine). On the 
evening of 14/03/1918 as the battalion moved into reserve 
trenches at Grand Seraucourt, Henry was severely 
wounded. Evacuated to the Australian General Hospital at 
Rouen, he died twelve days later. St. Sever Cemetery 
Extension, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France, 
 
+DUREEN, John James Durneen
Corps of Hussars. Formerley North Irish Horse. Private. 
71655. Died 26/03/1918. Between 27 and 29 November 
1915 Durneen enlisted in the North Irish Horse at Antrim 
(No.1987 – later Corps of Hussars No.71655). In 1916 or 
1917 he embarked for France, where he was posted to A 
Squadron of the 1st North Irish Horse Regiment.
.
In February and March 1918 the 1st Regiment was 
dismounted and converted to a cyclist unit, serving as corps 
cyclists to V Corps. On 26 March during the German spring 
offensive Durneen and another man,  Reginald George 
Armstrong, were on reconnaissance duty near Toutencourt, 
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west of the old Somme front, when they were killed by a 
stray shell. 

The Tyrone Courier and Dungannon News of 11 April 1918 
reported that:

“Mr. James Durnan of Clogher has received official 
intimation that his son, Pte. John Jas. Durnan, N.I.H., was 
killed in action on 26th ult. His Captain writing to the father 
says that deceased was returning from special 
reconnaissance work and was instantly killed by a stray 
shell. His death was a great loss he added, to the regiment 
as he was always bright and cheerful and done extremely 
well and lately was given a most responsible position – that 
of corps guide. Deceased was aged 22 and was formerly in 
business with Bullock & Co., Draper, Fintona, and later in 
Mulholland Bros., Cookstown. He was a year and nine 
months in the army."

He was born on 26 July 1896 at Clogher, County Tyrone, 
the first child born to farmer James Durneen and his wife 
Margaret Eleanor (previously Johnston, nee McCrea). By 
1911 he was living at 77 Main Street, Fintona.

Durneen and Armstrong were buried together at  
Toutencourt Communal Cemetery, Somme, France, 
Durneen 

1941
+KEMP, Kenneth John
RNVR. Sub Lieutenant. (E) Died 26/03/1941. Age 22. HMS 
Gloucester. Perished on raft due to enemy action. CAI and 
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QUB, BSc Sons, 1939. He had resided in Carrickfergus for 
eight years and was prominent in sporting circles. Son of Mr 
& Mrs J Kemp, Castleview House, Castlerock. (Belfast 
Weekly Telegraph 10/05/1941 and 24/05/1941.) Plymouth 
Naval Memorial, Panel 61. QUB WM

+McDONALD, Robert
Royal Artillery. Gunner. 1489950. Died on 26/03/1941. Aged 
51. 176 Battery, 66 Light Anti Aircraft Regiment. Son of 
Alexander and Margaret Boyd McDonald of Belfast; 
Husband to Helen Kane McDonald of Belfast. Carnmoney C 
of I Churchyard

1942
+LOGAN, John Graham
RAF. Leading Aircraftman. 632192. Died 26/03/1942. Aged 
20. 949 Balloon Sqdn. Died 26/03/1942. Aged 20. Son of 
John and Martha Logan of Belfast. Carnmoney Cemetery

1944
+Kennedy, Andrew
RAFVR. Sergeant (Flight Engineer) 971349. Died 
26/03/1944. 10th Sqdn. Son of Alexander and Martha 
Kennedy, Paradise Ave., Ballymena. Rhineberg War 
Cemetery

1947
+WATSON, Henry De Landre
RAFVR. Flight Lieutenant. From Gilford. Kranji War 
Cemetery, Singapore. Record in process
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+McCABE, T
RAFVR. Leading Aircraftman. 1798640. Died 26/03/1947. 
Aged 22. Son of Owen and Margaret McCabe of Ballyward. 
Deehommed (St. Mary) Roman Catholic Churchyard 


On this day - March 26
1938 

Herman Goering warns all Jews to leave Austria.

1940 

Canadian election returns Mackenzie King as prime 
minister.

First flight of Curtiss C-46 Commando cargo plane in St. 
Louis MO.

Curtiss C-46D

1941 

The German Army High Command gives approval to RSHA 
and Heydrich on the tasks of SS murder squads 
(Einsatzgruppen) in occupied Poland.

HMS York is severely damaged and then beached at Suda 
Bay in Crete, when it is hit by an Italian motor boat loaded 
with explosives.

1942 

Two of the freighters from the recent relief convoy to Malta 
are sunk in port by the Luftwaffe. These two ships were still 
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almost fully loaded as damage to the docks at Valletta has 
prevented their swift unloading. Of the 26,000 tons of supply 
that had been sent from Egypt on this latest convoy, only 
5,000 tons were eventually unloaded.

General Blamey becomes the Commander-in-Chief of 
Australian Military Forces.

Churchill tells the conservatives, ‘It now seems very likely 
that we and our allies cannot lose this war, except through 
our own fault’.

1943 

On 26 March 1943, Eighth Army resumed its offensive 
against the Mareth Line in South Eastern Tunisia 
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Following the setback experienced in the first assault 
against the Mareth Line on the 21 March, General Bernard 
Montgomery, Commanding Officer Eighth Army, on the 23 
March, decided to switch his main axis of advance to 
outflank the defensive position. This flanking advance had 
got underway at the same time as Operation Puglist, but its 
initial skirmishes with the Italian and German defenders 
turned up similar results to the attack directly against the 
Mareth Line. 

Codenamed Operation Supercharge II, the second battle of 
the Mareth Line began at 15:30 on the 26 March, with the 
start of an aerial bombardment, followed at 16:00 with a 
rolling artillery barrage against known enemy positions. At 
this juncture, the main ground offensive got underway as 
British tanks, supported by New Zealand Infantry, rolled 
across the defending German Infantry. Within an hour of H-
Hour the attack was gaining momentum and by 18:00 the 
1st Armoured Division was passing through the initial gains 
ready to breakthrough.

In the early morning hours of the 27 March 1943, the tanks 
of the 1st Armoured began their advance, brushing aside 
many German defensive positions that lay in their way. An 
enemy armoured counter-attack was beaten off, when 
slowly but surely the offensive was running out of 
momentum. This was further compounded by a lack of clear 
direction by the Allied High Command on what town should 
be taken, El Hamma or Gabes, which forced a temporary 
halt to the ground advance. Then, late on the 27 March, the 
German and Italian defenders began their withdrawal from 
the Mareth Line to prevent becoming encircled. 

The Mareth Line had finally been breached by Eighth Army.
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1944 

Koniev’s armies reach the River Pruth on a 50-miles front. 
The Russians recapture Kamenets-Podolsk. in the Ukraine.

1945 

The U.S. Third Army reaches Main and establishes contact 
with U.S. Seventh Army on the East side of Rhine, near 
Worms. The US Third Army captures Darmstadt.

The Battle of Iwo Jima (19 February – 26 March 1945) was 
a major battle in which the United States Marine Corps 
landed on and eventually captured the island of Iwo Jima 
from the Imperial Japanese Army (IJA) during World War II. 
The Battle of Iwo Jima ended this day. The 36-day assault 
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resulted in more than 26,000 American casualties, killed and 
wounded. The Japanese lost 18,000 men, only 216 were 
taken prisoner. The last organized Japanese troops on Iwo 
Jima made a suicide attack. Total U.S. killed on Iwo Jima is 
6,891, with more than 20,000 Japanese being killed and 
only 216 captured. 

The Russians take Papa and Devecser, both German strong 
points covering the approaches to the Austrian border. The 
ReichsfÃ¼hrer-SS is replaced by General Heinrici as 
Commander in Chief of Army Group Weichsel.

US Eighth Army lands on Cebu in Philippines.

US Tenth Army lands on Kerama Islands 15 miles west of 
Okinawa to build artillery base; seizes 350 kamikaze 
torpedo boats.

David Lloyd George, British prime minister during WWI, dies 
at age 83

1964 
The last meeting of the Board of Admiralty chaired by the 
last First Lord of the Admiralty, Earl Jellicoe, son  of the 
Jutland Admiral John Jellicoe. The function transferred to 
Ministry of Defence under the first Secretary of State, Peter 
Thorneycroft.
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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