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Yesterday afternoon General G, H. Powell, officer 
commanding the Ulster Division, accompanied by Mrs. 
Powell and Lieutenant Henry, A.D.C., visited Lurgan and 
made an inspection of some 900 men of the 16th Battalion 
(Pioneers) Royal Irish Rifles (2nd County Down Volunteers), 
who have recently received their rifles and full War kits. The 
General arrived at four o'clock, and was received by the 
men, who were drawn up in the valley in the public park, 
with the general salute. Major John Leader was in charge, 
and other officers on parade were—Major Robert Gardiner, 
Captains S. W. Knox, C. Chase, W. E. Jewell, W. J. Allen, 
J.P. (adjutant), H F. Shepperd, H. T. Hickman ; and 
Lieutenant and Quartermaster A. Forsythe. 

The inspecting officer immediately proceeded to make a 
minute inspection of the ranks, examining each man and his 
kit individually—a task which occupied well over an hour—
and which was followed with deep interest by a large crowd 
of townsfolk. Subsequently General Powell inspected the 
transport of the battalion, which was drawn up in charge of 
Lieutenant T. J. White. At the conclusion, General Powell, 
calling the officers together, said he was glad to see that as 
a whole the new equipment had been put on pretty well 
There were still some details requiring attention, but that 
would improve with experience. He understood that the 
battalion now numbered 900 men. He had hoped it would 
have been 1,000 strong by that day, but he was glad to see 
the level which the battalion had already attained. Ho 
wanted them to use every effort to bring it up to full strength, 
for that division must find its own reserves. Two other 
battalions would be finding drafts for the division when it 
went to the Front, but it was essential that that battalion, 
which would be affiliated with the battalion that would be 
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concentrated at Holywood, should be brought up to full 
strength. Therefore he asked the officers to do what they 
could, and to tell their men that they must use every 
possible endeavour to get men if they wanted to go to the 
Front and do their share. They had still got a lot to learn, for 
they would find the more they went into the details of military 
work the more they would realise how much they had to do. 
Let them spare no effort in the work of hardening and 
training their men, so that when the time came for them to 
go to the front they would be prepared. He was exceedingly 
pleased with the manner in which Major Leader had brought 
the battalion to its present pitch, and it would afford the 
officers serving under him great satisfaction to know that he 
was appointing Major Leader permanent commandant of the 
battalion from that date. He hoped much that he would get a 
regular pioneer officer as second in command, and, in fact, 
he expected to have one appointed in a few days. 

Concluding, the General again thanked Major Leader and 
the other officers for what they had done in bringing the 
battalion to its present state efficiency. 

Mrs. Powell then graciously presented to Pipe Major 
McLeod a set of handsome pipes, and in doing so 
expressed the pleasure she felt at the proficiency attained 
by the band since its formation and the hope that the new 
set of pipes would prove an inspiration to the battalion. On 
behalf of the battalion Major Leader, in Factious terms, 
thanked Mrs. Powell for her kindness and interest in the 
band. During the inspection the pipe band of the battalion 
and pipe and drum band of No. 4 Company alternately 
discoursed a series of rousing selections.

Page �3



MARCH 25, 2019

Kaiserschlacht 1918 Day 5

After fighting with 36th (Ulster) Division for the first four days 
of the Kaiserschlacht, 61st Infantry Bde returned to 20th 
(Light) Division. From 21-25 March they had 103 men killed 
and on leaving, the strength of the Brigade equalled that of 
a battalion.

On the morning of day 5 of the Kaiserschlacht, the depleted 
36th (Ulster) Division are placed under the command of the 
French 62nd Infantry Division and March 15 miles west to 
near the village of Guerbigny.

Roll of Honour - March 25

1916
+CURRY, Thomas 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers/ 10th Bn. Lance Corporal. 21186. 
25/03/1916. Londonderry. Authuile Military Cemetery, 
Authuile, Somme, France 

1918
+BEATTY, David
RNVR. RND. Second Lieutenant. Drake Battalion. Died 
25/03/1918. Aged 23. David Beatty was a Civil Servant 
working at the Board of Trade in Tilbury when he enlisted, 
receiving his commission as a Temporary Sub Lieutenant on 
27/06/1917. He was transferred to the British Expeditionary 
Force as a Qualified Revolver Instructor on 13/02/1918 and 
joined Drake Battalion on 06/03/1918. Born 01/04/1895. 
Eldest son of David and Mary Beatty, Ballyearl, Carnmoney. 
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Arras Memorial. Carnmoney Masonic Lodge RH. 
Carnmoney - PCI RH. ADM339

1940
+HILL, Thomas Edward

Royal Artillery. Gunner. 779475. Died 25/03/1940. Aged 31. 
23 Bty., 8 A.A. Regt. Father of Emelda and Audrey. Honfleur 
(St. Leonard) Communal Cemetery, Calvados, France 

1941
+MARKS, Hugh
RNVR. Surgeon Lieutenant. Died 25/03/1941. Age 34. HMS 
Liverpool. He was a passenger on the Steamship Britannia 
travelling from Freetown to Bombay when the ship was 
attacked and sunk by the German Auxiliary Cruiser Thor 
with the loss of 122 Crew and 127 Passengers. Son of Hugh 
and Eliza Ann Marks, Coleraine. Chatham Naval Memorial, 
Panel 50

1943
+ROBINSON, Francis
RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 22722. Died 25/03/1943. Age 24. 
HMML 466. Son of Elizabeth Robinson, Newtownards. 
Husband to Ivy Robinson. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 
80. Newtownards WM

1944
+SMYTH, Robert 
RN. Able Seaman. D/JX 419433. HMS Black Prince. Died 
25/03/1944. Age 31. Son of Samuel and Mary Smyth. St. 
Colmanell's Church of Ireland Churchyard, Ahoghill.  
Ballymena WM
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1942
+JAYE, Alan Gordon
Sergeant (Air Gunner). 1043669. Died 25/03/1942. Aged 19. 
83 Sqdn. Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. Avro 
Manchester Mark 1. Flying From Scampton on operation to 
Essen, was attacked and crashed at Lichtaart (Antwerp), 12 
km SSW of Turnhout, Belgium. Aircraft claimed by Lt Kurt 
Loos 2./NJG1 - Between Lichtaerts & Herentals at 23:44. 
The seven members of the crew died and are interred at 
Heverlee. Son of John Alan and Evelyn Lancaster Campbell 
Jaye, Downpatrick.  Heverlee War Cemetery.


On this day - March 25
1807

British Parliament abolishes slave trade throughout the 
British Empire; penalty of £120 per slave introduced for ship 
captains

1918

Second Lieutenant Walter Tull was the first black British 
Army Infantry Officer. His father, the son of a slave, had 
arrived from Barbados in 1876, only die in 1880. Walter and 
his brother Edward were sent to a Methodist -run orphanage 
in Bethnal Green.

When World War I broke out, he was promoted three times 
before being sent to the front, but he was sent homewith 
post-traumatic stress disorder.
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Returning to France in September 1916, his officers 
recommend him as an Officer and he went back to England 
to train.

There were military laws forbidding ‘any negro or person of 
colour’ being commissioned as an Officer. Despite this, 
Walter was promoted to Lieutenant in 1917 and became the 
first ever black Officer in the British Army, and the first black 
Officer to lead white men into battle.

After their time in Italy, Walter’s Battalion was transferred to 
the Somme and, on 25th March 1918, he was killed by 
machine gun fire while trying to help his men withdraw.

1920

�

The first Black and Tans arrived in Ireland. Winston Churchill 
is credited for suggesting “a force of 8,000 old soldiers be 
raised at once to reinforce the R.I.C. [police]” against the 
IRA, though this has been disputed by some historians.
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1940  
US allows sale of military aircraft to the Allies.

Britain doubles butter ration to ½ pound per week.

1941  
Under heavy pressure Yugoslavia signs Tripartite Pact, 
joining the Axis powers.

Anti-Axis protests break out in Belgrade, Yugoslavia.

1942  
US troops occupy the Society Islands.

Standard Oil president William Stamps Farish II pleads no 
contest for conspiring with Nazis and hiding patents for 
synthetic rubber from US government.

US Naval Task Force 39 leaves Maine for Britain to protect 
convoys to Russia, relieving the Royal Navy to protect the 
Mediterranean and to invade Madagascar.

First Martin B-26 Marauder medium bombers arrive in a 
combat theatre, at Brisbane/Archerfield AF, Australia.

�
Credit: Life Magazine
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1943  
Greek partisans temporarily take over Samos Island from 
the Italian garrison.

Neutral Spain closes its border with Nazi-occupied France.

Battle for convoy HX-231 begins; first time convoy beats off 
U-boats without loss.

1944  
Manstein persuades Hitler to allow the First Panzer Army to 
break out to the west of Lvov, not south.

In New Guinea, heavy US Fifth Air Force bombing on 
Wewak causes Japanese to move air headquarters to 
Hollandia.

1945

�
American paratroopers look at an incoming British Airspeed 
Horsa glider, bringing in reinforcements at Wesel. This was 
day two of the Allied forces Operation Varsity, known as the 
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largest airborne operation in history to be conducted on a 
single day and in one location, involving more than 16,000 
paratroopers.
 
The U.S. First Army breaks out of the Remagen bridgehead. 
The British Second Army captures Wesel which has been 
nearly 100% destroyed by Allied bombing.

The U.S. Navy begins the pre-invasion bombardment of 
Okinawa firing more than half a million shells and rockets in 
a week.

US Fifteenth Air Force based in Italy flies its last strategic 
mission of war: 650 bombers hit Prague and Cheb, 
Czechoslovakia.

German SS troops behind US lines assassinate Allied-
backed mayor of Aachen, Germany.
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�

1955 
Changes in RoyalNavy Officers’ uniform approved that 
removed trade distinction cloth for all trades except 
(Surgeons(Red), Dentists (Orange) & Wardmasters (Pink)). 
Of those removed were: Green(Electrical), Purple 
(Engineer), White ( Pusser), Shipwrights (Silver)

1960
First guided missile launched from nuclear powered sub 
(Halibut)
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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