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Bernard Law 
Montgomery

"The Spartan General" with 
Ulster roots, Field Marshal 
Bernard Law Montgomery 
died on March 24th, 1976 at 
his home in Hampshire at the 
age of 88.

One of the most distinguished 
commanders in modern History, 

Bernard Law Montgomery would serve an astonishing 50 
year career that saw him rise to the highest rank in the 
British Army.

A difficult, unruly young man by his own admission, he was 
nearly expelled from Sandhurst for rowdiness and violence. 
He commissioned into The Royal Warwickshire Regiment 
(Now The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers) in 1908 and was the 
Battalion adjutant when the First World War began.
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He saw action at Le Cateau, Mons, Arras and 
Passchendaele. He was shot through the lung, shot in the 
knee and was decorated for his gallant leadership for 
capturing German trenches at bayonet point.

Between the World Wars, Monty married and was widowed, 
his wife dying of septicaemia. After this loss he threw 
himself more than ever into his career and held the rank of 
Major General at the outbreak of World War Two.

His service in the Second World War was equally incredible, 
holding command positions during Dunkirk, The North Africa 
campaign, Sicily, Italy, Normandy, Operation Market Garden 
and the Battle of the Bulge amongst others. He is perhaps 
best remembered for his rivalry with and defeat of 'The 
Desert Fox' Erwin Rommel, one of Germany's most brilliant 
Generals.

His memoirs were published in 1958 after he left the Army.

The fourth day of the Kaiserschlacht - 2 
RIR’s third CO in three days

This day, on the 4th day of the Kaiserschlacht in 1918, 2nd 
Battalion Royal Irish Rifles having their third CO in three 
days made a heroic stand near the village of Cugny. 

With ammunition expended, the remnants charged the 
advancing Germans with fixed bayonets. 96 men Killed in 
Action.
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In the afternoon of the 4th day of the Kaiserschlachtand the 
previously orderly fighting withdrawal of 36th (Ulster) Div 
threatened to turn into a rout near Villeselve. Saved by the 
initiative of 6th Cavalry Bde who charged the Germans…. 
armed with sabres. Outstanding bravery. 

Roll of Honour - March 24
1917

+HEMPHILL, Richard Patrick  

RFC and 6LR. Captain. Accidentally killed at Heliopolis, 
Egypt on the 24/03/17 age 23. Born in Birr, King’s County. 
He was the son of the Rev. Samuel and Flora Margaret 
Hemphill of Drumbeg Rectory, Dunmurry. Cairo War 
Memorial Cemetery, Egypt, row F, grave 203

1918

+CROWE, Thomas  

2 RIR. Sergeant. I274.  KIA on the Somme on the 
24/03/1918. Age 26. Born in Dunmurry, Co. Antrim, he 
enlisted at Lisburn. Son of Mrs. E. Crowe of 9 Courtrai 
Street, Belfast. Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France, panels 
74 to 76

+GRIFFIN, Albert.

2 RIR. Lewis Gun Section. Rifleman. 5930. Reported 
missing from the 24/03/1918 and still listed as missing on 
the 17/05/1918 he was subsequently confirmed as having 
DoW in Germany on the 24/03/1918.  
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Born in Blaris, he lived and enlisted at Lisburn. His mother, 
Mary Griffin died on the 29/10/1920, his father, Thomas 
James, on the 27/03/1942.  They had lived at 41 Sloan 
Street, Lisburn and had another son serving in the RE.  On 
10 May they had a short notice included in the Lisburn 
Standard saying that they, “would be glad to receive further 
news”.  Albert was probably the brother of Thomas Griffin, 
who died four days later. Pozieres Memorial, France, panels 
74-6, also on the headstone of his parents grave in Blaris 
Old Cemetery.  

+HOPPS, Robert  

 2 RIR. Rifleman. 6469. KIA on the Somme on the 
24/03/1918. Age 23 .Born in Lower Ballinderg, Co. Derry, he 
enlisted at Brookshill, Co. Lomdonderry. Son of Edward and 
Annie Hopps of Ballinderry Lower, Lisburn. Pozieres 
Memorial, France, panels 74 to 76.

Records of six more WW1 fatalities are currently being 
drafted

1945

+GRAY, Robert
 RAFVR. Flight Lieutenant. 180030. Died 24/03/1945. Age 
27. Son of John and Mary Gray, of Ballymena. Runnymeade 
Memorial Panel 265

On this day - March 24
1927
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1927 - A French Jewish girl Suzanne Ganelski was born in 
Paris. During the war she lived in Boulogne Bollancourt. On 
18 February 1943 she was muredered in Auschwitz. She 
was 16 years old.

1941  
Berlin suffers its first raid of the year by the RAF.

German troops on parade in the city of Cherbourg have their 
show spoiled when British bombers hit the parade ground in 
the middle of the event.

Rommel conducts a limited offensive to recapture El Agheila 
from the British, which succeeds with startling ease. This 
encourages Rommel to push forward towards Mersa Brega. 
British Somaliland is now clear of Italians.

1942  
The British Government refuses to hold an inquiry into the 
loss of Singapore during a Lords debate.

The start of deportation of Slovak Jews to Auschwitz.
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The Japanese begin an intensive bombing campaign of 
Bataan and Corregidor. General Homma’s 14th Army 
receives reinforcement ready for its final offensive against 
the Bataan and Corregidor. This takes the form of the 
Japanese 4th Division, which has been shipped from 
Shanghai.

1943  
In the Yellow Sea near Port Arthur, US sub Wahoo sinks 3 
Japanese cargo ships.

The first Chindit Raid ends (British/Indian raids in Japanese-
occupied Burma); although one-third of men were lost, raid 
raised morale.

1944

The US Fifth Army’s bridgehead at Anzio is bombarded by 
German heavy long-range guns and Luftwaffe aircraft using 
guided bombs, causing severe casualties in men, ships and 
equipment. Persistent US and British attacks against the 
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Gustav Line at Cassino are repulsed by the German 
defenders. In response to the killing of 35 German soldiers 
in Rome by the Italian resistance, SS Colonel Herbert 
Kappler orders the execution of 335 Italians, at least 255 of 
whom are civilians in reprisal. All are shot by German troops 
in the Fosse Ardeantine caves outside of Rome.

A Russian tank army crosses the Dnieper near Czech 
border. Malinovsky makes crossings of the Bug near the 
Black Sea.

�

The Great Escape - the largest prisoner of war breakout 
ever attempted occurred at Stalag Luft III, a German camp 
for captured Allied airmen. Memorial to RNZAF members 
who were shot.

The Luftwaffe attacks London with 90 medium bombers 
(He-111s and Ju-88s), while the RAF bombs Berlin with 810 
heavy Lancaster bombers. The RAF loses 72 bombers in 
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this, the 16th and heaviest raid of war on Berlin. The ‘Battle 
of Berlin’ is now over.

Wingate, leader of the Chindits is killed in plane crash.

The Japanese counter-attack on Bougainville is decisively 
beaten.

President Roosevelt issues a statement condemning 
German and Japanese ongoing “crimes against humanity.”

In response to the killing of 35 German soldiers in Rome by 
the Italian resistance, SS Colonel Herbert Kappler orders 
the execution of 335 Italians, at least 255 of whom are 
civilians in reprisal. All are shot by German troops in the 
Fosse Ardeantine caves outside of Rome.

1945  
Montgomery’s 21st Army Group attacks across the Rhine, 
15 miles North of Duisberg in the Wesel area, after 3,500-
gun barrage. 16,870 paratroops land across the river Rhine 
in Operation ‘Plunder’ and succeed in linking up with 
advancing British troops and establishing four bridgeheads. 
The US Third Army captures Speyer and Ludwigshafen on 
the upper Rhine.

US Fifteenth Air Force based in Italy sends 660 bombers to 
Berlin for first time as a diversion for Rhine crossings. The 
escorting 332nd Fighter Group (the African-American 
Tuskegee Airmen), shoots down 3 German Me 262 jets and 
earns Distinguished Unit Citation.

The 1st Ukrainian Front captures Neisse in Upper Silesia.

U.S. Marines seize islands off coast of Okinawa in Pacific.
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1972

Prime Minister Edward Heath announced direct rule for 
Northern Ireland for the first time.

�

Nationalist leader Eddie McAteer (above)  said it was a “day 
of sadness,” and that he would “prefer to be ruled by a 
Protestant Irishman rather than by an Englishman.”

2011

�
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Falklands War veteran carrier, HMS Invincible, left HMNB 
Portsmouth for the last time under tow to Turkey to be 
broken up for scrap.She was nearly sold to Australia in Feb 
82 but was retained after Falkland War later that year. She 
went on to serve RN for 25 years
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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