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HRH Princess Elizabeth (later Queen Elizabeth II) at St 
Mary’s Church on March 19 1946. She was present as 
godmother at the baptism of Elizabeth Lavinia Sarah 
King, daughter of her lady-in-waiting. 

HM Princess Elizabeth visits Comber to 
be godparent of child of RN officer from 
NI
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On 19th March 1946, HRH Princess Elizabeth paid a visit to 
Comber. She attended a baptism in St Mary's Parish Church 
where she was godmother to Elizabeth Lavinia Sara - the 
infant daughter of James Osborne King and his wife, the 
former Elizabeth Patricia White, who had been lady-in-
waiting to the Princess. 

The ceremony was performed by the Bishop of Down and 
Dromore, the Right Rev W S Kerr, assisted by the Rev J S 
Houston, Rector of Comber. 

Comber was decked in flags and bunting, and the day was 
bathed in glorious sunshine. Hundreds of people crammed 
into the Square, eager to catch a glimpse of the heiress to 
the Throne. 

Many workers were given time off, and the children of 
Comber P.E. School were given a place of honour in the 
enclosure just outside the church gates. 

Cheering greeted the Princess who wore a canary-green 
coat, with tan shoes and stockings, and a green beret. The 
area round the font at the rear of the church was an arbour 
of flowers, and the guests crowded round for the 20-minute 
ceremony, during which the Princess held the baby in her 
arms for about a minute. 

Afterwards the Princess appeared at the porch along with 
the baby and her parents. Here she clasped the baby in her 
arms and dozens of photos were taken. Then she was 
driven to the home of Mr and Mrs King at Carnesure House 
where she remained for a while before returning to Belfast. 
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Lt.-Commander James Osborne King, RNVR, DSC in 
February 1945, married the Hon Patricia White, daughter of 
Lord and Lady Anally, in the Chapel Royal, St James’ 
Palace, London. The bride was a Lady in Waiting to HRH 
Princesss Elizabeth.

Lt.-Commander Osborne King was awarded the DSC in 
Nov.1944 for “outstanding courage, resolution and skill while 
serving in light coast crafting many successful engagements 
with the enemy”,

Born on 08/10/1914, he was the son of J King, Castle 
Chester, Whitehead.  Educated at Campbell College, he 
resided at Carnesure House, Comber. 

On this day - March 19
1936 

The Soviet Union signs a pact of assistance with Mongolia 
against Japan.

1940 

The RAF retaliates against the Luftwaffe’s bombing of 
Scapa Flow, by attacking the German seaplane base at 
Hornum on the island of Sylt with 50 bombers. Later photo 
reconnaissance reveals little damage to the target.

Helsinki releases figures showing that 26,662 Finns were 
killed in the 105 day war with the Soviet Union.
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1941 

Churchill forms the ‘Battle of the Atlantic’ committee in order 
to afford the highest level of co-ordination against the U-
boat menace.

German Naval staff complain to the Italians about their lack 
of effort to intercept British convoys to Greece.

1942 

An offensive by Army Group North cuts off the Soviet 2nd 
Shock Army, commanded by General Vlasov, in a salient 
between Novgorod and Gruzino. Operation ‘Munich’ is 
launched. Joined by a new air detachment, German troops 
attack partisan bases around Yelnya and Dorogobuzh. 
Operation ‘Bamberg’ kicks off near Bobruisk, with SS Police 
troops attacking Russian villages. The German security 
forces burn many villages and kill 3,500 people, which only 
infuriates the Russian civilians more, which encourages 
many of them join the partisans, making the whole exercise 
very counter-productive. 

The 3rd Panzer Army diaries says “There are indications 
that the partisan movement in the region of Velikiye Luki, 
Vitebsk, Rudnya, Velizh, is now being organised on a large 
scale. The fighting strength of the partisans hitherto active, 
is being bolstered by individual units of regular red army 
troops.”

General Bill Slim is appointed as commander of the 1st 
Burma Corps, which covers all British, Indian and Burmese 
troops in Burma. This left General Alexander to concentrate 
on co-ordination with the Chinese.
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1943 

The British Eighth Army begins its offensive against German 
and Italian defenders of the Mareth line.

�

A Pole Anna Smoleńska (b. 28 February 1920) - a girl guide, 
student of history of arts, creator of “Kotwica - Fighting 
Poland” (Anchor) emblem - perished in Auschwitz. She was 
imprisoned by Germans in the camp on 27 November 1942 

1944

Following  Japanese Army attacks aimed at isolating British 
troops at Imphal and Tiddim,  Dakotas of No 194 Squadron 
and Curtis C-46 Commando transport aircraft of the USAAF 
airlifted a complete army division to Imphal, a feat 
accomplished in 748 sorties. 

The RAF launch Operation Strangle, aimed at German 
communications in Italy.

The German 352nd Infantry Division deploys along the 
coast of France.
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In order to ensure Hungary’s continued support as an axis 
partner, Hitler orders its occupation Operation Margaret. 
Eleven German divisions cross the border from Austria into 
Hungary, encountering minimal resistance.

Hungary’s 750,000 Jews, which have so far remained 
unmolested by the Germans are about to endure a 
nightmare of mass deportation to the concentration camps 
as Eichmann arrives in Hungary with his “Special Section 
Commandos”.

1945 

The US 8th Air Force carries out another heavy attack (200 
bombers and 700 fighters) against Berlin. 

The U.S. Seventh Army take Worms, 60 miles to the 
Southeast of Koblenz. Hitler orders the demolition of all 
German industrial, utility and transport facilities in danger of 
falling into enemy hands; this order (Verbrannte Erde 
Scorched Earth) is sabotaged by armaments minister Speer 
and most local commanders.

The Japanese evacuate Mandalay.

The USN hit Kure naval base in the Inland Sea, Southwest 
of Tokyo.

About 800 people were killed as Kamikaze planes attacked 
the U.S. carrier Franklin off Japan; the ship, however, was 
saved.

After Japan’s surrender in August 1945, the New Zealand 
government agreed to participate in the US-led occupation 
as part of a Commonwealth force.
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�

More than 4200 New Zealand troops under the command of 
Brigadier Keith Stewart arrived in March 1946 as part of a 
35,000 strong British Commonwealth Occupation Force 
(BCOF). 

Known as Jayforce, this infantry brigade was complemented 
by 280 personnel of No. 14 Squadron RNZAF who had 
volunteered to serve in Japan.  

The Commonwealth troops had two key roles: overseeing 
Japanese demilitarisation and demobilisation. Jayforce was 
initially deployed in Yamaguchi prefecture on the southern 
tip of the main island of Honshu, and on nearby Eta Jima 
Island.

Jayforce also assisted with the repatriation of Japanese who 
were coming home and Koreans being returned to their 
country.
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1982

�
Argentine Marines posing as civilian scientists and scrap 
metal workers illegally arrived at Leith Harbour, South 
Georgia Island and raised their flag in the first hostile action 
of what would become The Falklands War. 

A detachment of Royal Marines would be despatched in 
response. 

As the dispute over the South Atlantic Islands became more 
intense, Britain maintained its position that the islands would 
not be handed over to Argentina without the approval of the 
islanders.
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Caterpillar Valley Cemetery; the name given by the army 
to the long valley which runs West to East, past 
"Caterpillar Wood", to the high ground at Guillemont.

Roll of Honour - March 19 

Representing their  comrades who fell on this day

1917

+BLACKBURN, John Alexander.  

Served in the RGA. Gunner. 18807. Died 19/03/1917. Aged 
32. Son of the late James and Catherine Blackburn. Annahilt 
Presbyterian churchyard  
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1918

+FELL, David Fell

15th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles. Rifleman. 14594. Died 
19/03/1918. Aged 23. Son of Thomas and Helen Fell, of 20 
Hanna Street, Belfast. Pozières Memorial, France.

1940
+MOORBY, Harold Christopher Moorby
RAF. Sergeant. Died 19/03/1940
Notice in Belfast Newsletter 24/01/1940
Died on Active Service
Moorby -- January 19, 1940, killed on active service, 
Sergeant Harold Christopher Moorby R.A.F., dearly-loved 
only son of the late Joseph Christopher Moorby, of Sefton 
Park, Liverpool and Mrs. W. Cunningham, of 16, Kirkliston 
Drive, Belfast. Funeral will leave his late residence, 
"Craigside," Diamond Gardens, Finaghy, for interment in 
Newtownbreda Churchyard, at 2 pm., to-morrow (Thursday), 
25th inst.

1941
+PEARSON, Ronald Parr
RN. Midshipman. Died 19/03/1941. Aged 20. HMS Royal 
Sovereign. Son of Joseph Pearson and Lilla Pearson (Nee 
McConnell). Larne (McGarel) Cemetery

1943
+COLWELL, Thomas Bell     
RAF. Sergeant (Flight Engineer). 577324. Died 19/03/1943  
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161 (Special Duties) Sqdn. On 15/02/1942, No.161 
reformed at Newmarket from a nucleus supplied by No 138 
Squadron and the King's Flight. It joined with No 138 in 
dropping supplies and agents over occupied Europe and 
took over the landing and pick-up operations for which it 
used Lysanders, Havocs and Hudsons. Only a few sorties 
were flown with the Havoc, and many of these were as 
convoy escorts under the control of Fighter or Coastal 
Command. Halifaxes were received in November 1942 and 
in September 1944, it began using Stirlings with which it 
continued it's covert tasks until on 02/06/1945 the squadron 
disbanded.  On 15 February 1942, No.161 reformed at 
Newmarket from a nucleus supplied by No 138 Squadron 
and the King's Flight. It joined with No 138 in dropping 
supplies and agents over occupied Europe and took over 
the landing and pick-up operations for which it used 
Lysanders, Havocs and Hudsons. Only a few sorties were 
flown with the Havoc, and many of these were as convoy 
escorts under the control of Fighter or Coastal Command. 
Halifaxes were received in November 1942 and in 
September 1944, it began using Stirlings with which it 
continued it's covert tasks until on the 2 June 1945 the 
squadron disbanded. Son of Robert McDowell Colwell of 
Mount Street, Ballymena, Thomas Colwell is named on the 
Runnymeade Memorial, Panel 145, and Ballymena WM

+BRADSHAW, David   
Royal Artillery.Gunner.1486315. Died 19/03/1946. Aged 42. 
102 Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment. Son of William John and 
Ruth Bradshaw of Belfast; Husband to Elizabeth Bradshaw 
of Belfast. Belfast City Cemetery
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/





Page �12

mailto:houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
mailto:houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
https://remembranceni.org/

