
MARCH 01, 2019

 

remembrance ni 



New Australian Army Banner presented at 
the Australian War Memorial
Today, March 1, 2019,  the Governor-General of Australia, 
His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove, 
AK, MC (Retd) and Victoria Cross recipient Corporal Dan 
Keighran VC presented the Australian Army with a new 
Army Banner during its 118th birthday celebrations at the 
Australian War Memorial.
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The new banner was 
consecrated at the Royal 
Military College - 
Duntroon, Australian 
Army chapel on 20 
February and accepted 
on behalf of all rank of 
the Australian Army by 
Regimental Sergeant 
Major – Army, Warrant 
Officer Grant McFarlane, 
OAM.

The retiring Army Banner 
was a ‘Gift from the 
Nation’ to commemorate 
the Centenary of the 
Australian Army in 2001 
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and is being replaced due to its deteriorating condition. It will 
be laid up at the Blamey Barracks Chapel, Army Recruit 
Training Centre – Kapooka – Australian Army, in Wagga 
Wagga NSW.

The celebrations also included the presentation of the 
Theatre Honour Iraq, which acknowledges the 
achievements of our soldiers during operations in Iraq, and 
as such will see this title adorned on the Army Banner 
received today.

Many men from Northern Ireland served as  Australians in 
the World Wars and other conflicts. Patricular thoughts 
today for an Australian Engineer officer who comes home to 
Ballymoney.

Today is also the 86th Anniversary of the Malaysian Army

German raids prior to spring offensive 
1918
At the beginning of March 1918 with the Kaiserschlacht 
three weeks away, the final piece of the re-organisation of 
36th (Ulster) Div. took place with the establishment of 36th 
Machine Gun Bn commanded by Lt Col Guy de Hoghton 
MC formerly KOYLI.

As the date of the anticipated Spring 1918 German 
offensive approached, enemy patrols continued to probe the 
Ulster Division defences. 

On 1 March 1918 two men were killed during these raids - 
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Lance Corporal James Clegg from Birkenhead was 
attached to 1st Bn. Royal Irish Rifles and had previously 
served with the Army Service Corps. 

2nd Lt. William Brown aged 22 was attached to 2nd Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers. From Cootehill, Co. Cavan, he had 
been a Bank Official before the war.

L/Cpl Clegg and 2nd Lt. Brown are buried beside each other 
at Grand Seraucourt British Cemetery.

Roll of Honour - March 1
Representing fallen comrades on this day

1916

+McCLOSKEY, Patrick

Royal Dublin Fusiliers. 9th Bn.Private. 19355. Died 
01/03/1916. Aged 20. Son of Patrick and Catherine 
McCloskey, of Derry. Abbeville Communal Cemetery, 
Somme, France 

1945

+STEWART, James
King's Shropshire Light Infantry. 1st Bn. The Herefordshire 
Regiment. Corporal. 3854813. Date of Death: 01/03/1945. 
Age: 32. Son of Mr. and Mrs. William Stewart, of Slatt, 
Ballymena. Reichswald Forest War Cemetery.
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Reichswald Forest War Cemetery

The Ballymena Observer recorded: "Official intimation has 
been received of the death in action on the Western front of 
Cpl. James Stewart MM, Herefordshire Regt.

"Cpl. Stewart was a son of Mr. W Stewart and the late Mrs. 
Stewart of Maine View, Slatt, Ballymena and a brother of 
Mrs. S. McDowell of Bridge Street, Ballymena.

"He had plenty of action packed into his eight years' service. 
He was serving in the Far east when war was declared and 
after the fall of Singapore was reported missing, presumed 
killed but he turned up a year later and subsequently served 
in Malaya. He had been on the Western front since D-Day. 
One of his brothers, Samuel, is serving in the army and 
another, Gaston, is in the Royal Navy. Cpl. Stewart was 
unmarried.”

Page �5



MARCH 01, 2019

On this day - 
March 1
1940  

The US Under Secretary 
of State, Sumner Welles 
arrives in Berlin at the 
start of a peace tour of 
the belligerent countries.

The Soviet Unions peace 
ultimatum to Finland 
expires.

1941  

Bulgaria finally joins the 
Tripartite pact after the 
discovery of a planned 
pro-British coup.

Italian civilian rations are 
halved in order to allow 
food exports to Germany.

Himmler makes his first visit to Auschwitz, during which he 
orders Kommandant HÃ¶ss to begin massive expansion, 
including a new compound to be built at nearby Birkenau 
that can hold 100,000 prisoners.                                        
The 11th African Division begins a lighting pursuit of the 
retreating Italian forces north from Mogadishu, towards the 
Ogaden Plateau.
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1942  

A US Hudson of squadron VP-82 which is based at 
Argentia, Newfoundland sinks U-656 off Cape Race.

The heavy cruiser USS Houston and light cruiser HMAS 
Perth, along with 1 British, 1 Dutch and 2 US destroyers, 
fleeing from the debacle at the Battle of Java Sea, surprise 
an IJN landing force at Bantam Bay near the Sundra Strait, 
and are sunk by torpedoes and gunfire. The 
Japanese force, comprising 2 heavy cruisers, one light 
cruiser, 9 destroyers, and various transports, manage to 
sink a minesweeper and a transport of their own, and 
seriously damage 3 more transports, through the 
unprecedented firing of 87 torpedoes.

1943

The British RAF conducts strategic bombing raids on all 
European railway lines.

The Russians announce that new offensive to the South of 
Leningrad and led by Timoshenko, ‘has made considerable 
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gains’. German troops begin  
the evacuation of the Rzhev area.

In New York, American Jews hold a mass rally at Madison 
Square Garden to pressure the U.S. government into 
helping the Jews of Europe.

1944  
The US Army vacated Brownlow House, Lurgan, Co. 
Armagh on 1st March 1944 as training intensified before D-
Day.

Wing Commander John Cunningham, now on 20 ‘kills’, gets 
the 2nd bar to his DSO, the first pilot to receive this triple 
honour.

Both German and Russian forces in the Baltic region go on 
the defensive.

The ‘Chindits’ cross the Chindwin in Burma.

1945  

The US Ninth Army captures MÃ¼nchen-Gladbach and 
Rheydt west of the Rhine.

Units of Army group Centre recapture Lauban in lower 
Silesia.

A U.S. submarine sinks a Japanese merchant ship loaded 
with supplies for Allied POWs, resulting in a court martial for 
the captain of the submarine, since the ship had been 
granted safe passage by the U.S. government.1

1983 - Chief Medical Technician Ragendrasen Purusram 
became the first male member of the Queen Alexandra’s 
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Royal Naval Nursing Service when he was promoted to 
Nursing Officer.

In the newspapers - March 1
Belfast Newsletter 1915

Military in Rathfriland. 
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A detachment of the R.A.M.C., at present stationed at 
Newry, numbering about 350 officers and men, visited 
Rathfriland on Thursday, under the command of Major 
Pierce. The day was observed as a half holiday in the town, 
which was gaily decorated for the occasion. The 
detachment arrived shortly before noon, and after making a 
tour of the town proceeded ,to the George Hotel premises, 
which were fitted up as a kind of temporary military 
barracks. Subsequently the soldiers were entertained to tea 
by the inhabitants of Rathfriland, the catering being done by 
the ladies of the Rathfriland Ambulance Corps attached to 
the 3rd Battalion of the South Down Regiment, Ulster 
Volunteer Force. 

At three o'clock the band of the R.A.M.C. rendered a short 
programme of music in the square, and before the return 
journey was commenced each soldier was presented with 
cigarettes. The march back to Newry was made via 
Mayobridge.

 

St David’s Cathedral - March 1 - Patron Saint of Wales
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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