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remembrance ni 

Remembrance of costly service given on 
this date - February 12

This issue of Remembrance Ni highlights the 
experiences on this date of three people who died in 
vastly different circumstances and one who became a 
prisoner of war after two naval engagements. 

William Reid from Belfast became a prisoner of war after 
his submarine was sunk in the Dardanelles. He died in 
captivity in 1916.

Reginald Collier from Bangor died in a training accident 
with the Royal Flying Corps in 1918.

Ethel Margaret Hunter, a Wren from Belfast, died in 1944 
aboard SS Khedive Ismail. She was aged 19. 

Harold Malcolm, a Royal Navy Gunner, became a Prisoner 
of War on this day in 1941. He spent four years in camps in 
Germany and Poland.
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WILLIAM REID
RN. AB. 214966. Submarine E7. Died 12/02/1916. Aged 31. 
Boy service from 14/05/1901. Enrolled 14/12/1903 for 12 
years. Re-engaged 18/02/1914 for hostilities. War service in 
Vivid I, Victory I, Maidstone, Adamant and Dolphin 
(01/08/1914 - 14/01/1915 and 01/10/1916 - 12/02/1916). 
PoW taken at Dardanelles. Angora Memorial. 138. Baghdad 
(North Gate) War Cemetery. Printing Trades WM Belfast 
Cathedral. IMR

HMS E7 was a British E class submarine built at 
Chatham Dockyard. She was laid down on 30 March 
1912 and was commissioned on 16 March 1914. She 
cost £105,700. 

E7 had a short career in WW1 She took part in the Second 
Heligoland Bight Patrol along with E5, D2 and D3. She and 
the other submarines returned from the patrol on 
18/08/1914. Then on 30/06/1915, E7 began a 24-day patrol 
in the Sea of marmara. She succeeded in sinking 13 ships 
and damaging many more. 
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The German Submarine UB-14 was in port of Chanak to 
await repairs. While there on 4 September, word came that 
E7 was entangled in Ottoman submarine nets off Nagara 
Point, which the Ottoman battleship Turgut Reis had laid. 

The U-boat′s commander, Oberleutnant zur See Heino von 
Helmburg , and UB-14's cook, a man by the name of Herzig, 
set out in a rowboat to observe the Ottoman attempts to 
destroy E7. 

After several mines that formed part of the net had been 
detonated to no avail,von Heimburg and his group rowed 
out and repeatedly dropped a plumb line until it contacted 
metal. 

Then, von Heimburg dropped an Ottoman sinker mine with 
a shortened fuse right on top of E7. After the hand-dropped 
mine detonated too close for the British submarine's 
captain's comfort, he ordered his boat surfaced, abandoned, 
and scuttled. 

Between shellfire from the Ottoman shore batteries and 
E7′s scuttling charges, von Heimburg and company 
narrowly escaped harm.While most sources credit E7′s 
sinking to the Ottoman efforts, author Robert Stern contends 
that von Heimburg and UB-14 deserve partial credit for the 
demise of E7.

REGINALD JOHN COLLIER 

Royal Flying Corps. Second Lieutenant. Died 12/02/1918. 
Aged 19. 


He was a member of the Queen's University Training 
Corps in 1916-1917. He enlisted in early 1917. He 
transferred from the General List to the the Royal Flying 
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A BE 2E which was the type of 
aircraft Jack was flying.

Corps with the rank of Second 
Lieutenant in August 1917. On 
12/02/1918, he was killed in a flying 
accident while training with 13 
Training Squadron at RAF Yatesbury.


Born 15/10/1898. Son of William F. Collier and Marion F. 
Collier (nee Townsend) of Belfast and Bangor. Educated 
at Bangor Grammar School and Kings Hospital School, 
Dublin, he took up a position in the Belfast Banking 
Company, working in their Cromac Street branch. 


His remains were Interred in Bangor Cemetery. His name 
is on St. Comgall's Parish Church, Bangor WM, and in 
Queen’s University RH. 
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ROLL OF HONOUR
COLLIER – February 12, accidentally killed when flying, 
Reginald John Collier, Second-Lieutenant R.F.C., only son of W. 
F. Collier, 123, Hamilton Road, Bangor, aged 19. Funeral service 
in Bangor Parish Church this day (Saturday, 16th inst.), at 2.30. 
Funeral immediately after to Bangor New Cemetery.

Northern Whig, 16th February 1918.

ETHEL MARGARET HUNTER
WRNS. Wren. 43624. HMS Assegai. Died 12/02/1944 
aboard SS Khedive Ismail. Age 19. HMS Assegai was a 
WWII naval shore base near Durban, South Africa. It was 
used as a Combined Operations training establishment, 
transit pool and General Drafting Office for the Eastern and 
Mediterranean Fleets and the South Atlantic Station. It was 
opened on 01/10/1942 and closed on 15/05/1944.  

On 12 /02/1944 the troopship SS Khedive Ismail was in 
convoy KR8 on its way to Colombo, Ceylon from Kilindini, 
Kenya with a large contingent of African troops as well as 
British military personnel, including eighty-three women. 
Early in the afternoon she was torpedoed by the Japanese 
submarine I-27 – she broke in two and sank quickly. Few 
who were below decks managed to make an escape. Of the 
1511 people on board only 208 men and 6 women survived. 
It was to become Britain’s third worst mercantile disaster in 
the Second World War and the worst ever involving British 
service women, seventy-seven were lost. The destroyers 
HMS Petard and Paladin went on the hunt for the submarine 
and eventually sank her, although it is believed that the 
depth charging caused some further casualties amongst 
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people in the water. It was an incident that Nicholas 
Monserrat used in his novel The Cruel Sea, later memorably 
filmed. Daughter of Frederick and Sara Hunter, Belfast
It was one of the most dramatic naval encounters of the last 
war – and yet the the loss of the troopship SS Khedive 
Ismail on February  12,1944, has been largely forgotten by 
everyone outside an ever decreasing circle of survivors and 
their relatives. 

Brian Crabb tells the fascinating and genuinely moving story 
in Passage to Destiny. Brian has strong personal reasons 
for retelling the story. His father Percival Crabb (Buster to 
his shipmates) was one of the few survivors to escape as 
the torpedoed troopship took just two minutes to slide 
beneath the Indian Ocean back in February 194The former 
liner had left the African port of Kilindini as part of convoy 
KR 8 crowded with black soldiers from the 301st Field 
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�
Artillery Regiment bound for Burma, along with a strong 
contingent of female auxiliaries and nursing staff. But an 
attacking Japanese submarine succeeded in putting two 
torpedoes in her engineroom, blowing up her boilers and 
sentencing the majority of the trapped African troops and 
nursing staff to a watery grave. No less than 1,297 of them 
lost their lives.

Brian's father was one of the lucky survivors - hauling 
himself out of a porthole precious seconds before the ship 
went down. Another survivor, Bill Howard, had almost given 
up hope of rescuing a trapped Wren when escaping air 
literally blew the pair of them to the surface.

But the swimmers problems were not over yet. British 
destroyers raced in to attack the Japanese sub, dropping 
depth charges through the survivors. Laconic naval reports 
admitted this may have added to the casualty list but 
certainly kept the sharks at bay. 
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The incident was later used by writer Nicholas Monserrat in 
his novel The Cruel Sea.

The Japanese sub was forced to the surface and eventually 
blown in two, its crew following the Khedive Ismail to the 
bottom. 

PASSAGE TO DESTINY 
The Story of the Tragic Loss of the SS Khedive Ismail
by Brian James Crabb
(Paul Watkins Publishing, £14.95p).

This book tells the untold story of the loss of the troopship 
SS Khedive Ismail in Convoy KR8 in February, 1944. No 
less than 1,297 people lost their lives in the space of the two 
minutes it took to sink the ship, including seventy-seven 
women (the single worst loss of female service personnel in 
the history of the British Commonwealth). Carrying 1,511 
personnel from the Army and the Royal and Merchant 
Navies, the Khedive Ismail sank on Saturday 12 February 
1944, torpedoed by Japanese submarine I-27 in the Indian 
Ocean. Only 208 men and 6 women survived the ordeal.
 
The submarine was depth-charged to the surface by the 
destroyers Paladin and Petard, and the book includes an 
account of their difficult but successful attempt to sink her, a 
campaign which forced the Navy to depth-charge the 
submarine through some of the survivors. 

HAROLD MALCOLM
Harold, a Royal Navy Gunner, was in SS Iceland which was 
carrying a cargo of 962 tons of oranges from Seville to 
Bristol. She had been part of convoy HG53, but had 
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suffered a major engine failure and was adrift when the 
German heavy cruiser Hipper approached on 12/02/1941. 

Hipper was named after Admiral Franz von Hipper who was 
in charge of the German battle cruiser squadron at Battle of 
Jutland. She took off Iceland’s crew and didn’t pursue the 
convoy because she was running low in fuel. She took a 
course towards Brest. 

However, she later made radar contact with what she 
thought was convoy HG53 and attacked. 

It was in fact another convoy SLS64 from Freetown to GB 
which did not have accompanying warships. The convoy 
was then ordered by its commodore to disperse, and in the 
melee which followed several ships were sunk within an 
hour and many men were in the sea. Three of the 
merchantmen fired back and one struck Hipper’s tower 
mast. 

In this engagement Hipper sank seven ships and damaged 
three more. In all 110 men died in the sunken ships; 107 
were rescued by two of the convoy’s ships which 
courageously had remained at the scene. 

The skipper of Hipper (Meisel) knew that British warships 
and planes were heading his way and he was running low in 
fuel and ammunition, so Hipper left the scene and skirted 
the Spanish coast to Brest arriving 15/02/1941. 

Harry Malcolm was a PoW for 4 years in camps in Germany 
and Poland. He was the father of Rev. Mercia Malcolm who 
was Rector of Carnmoney until recently.
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Events on this day - February 12

1915

+Eastern Front - Germans occupy Mariampool, Kalvaria, 
etc., in Poland; their centre makes progress towards Lyck 
(East Prussia). Austrians having forced forced the Jablonitsa 
Pass, advance rapidly in East Galicia.

+Naval and Overseas Operations - Raid by 34 British Naval 
aeroplanes on Ostend, Zeebrugge, and other points in 
Belgium.

+Political, etc. Welsh Guards Battalion formed.

1916

+Western Front - German offensive west of Soissons and 
temporary success at Pilkem (north of Ypres).

+Southern Front - Austrian air raid on Italian coast.

+Naval and Overseas Operations - Reconnaissance against 
Salaita (East Africa).. General Smuts sails from South 
Africa.

+Political, etc. Franco-Italian conference decides for an 
Allied Conference at Paris.

1917

+Western Front - South of Serre several more unsuccessful 
German attacks.. East of Souchez British raid takes 48 
prisoners.. Other successful raids at Neuville, Loos and 
Ypres.
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+Eastern Front - Near Jakobeny (southern Bukovina) the 
Germans attack and take the new Russian positions and 
over 1,200 prisoners.

+Southern Front- East of Monastir, Hill 1050 attacked by the 
Germans, who gain a footing at several points in the Italian 
front lines.

+Political, etc. - Mr. Gerard and staff arrive in Switzerland. 
The Netherlands Government representative assumes 
charge of British interests in Germany.

1918

+Western Front - Allied planes bomb Offenburg, Metz, etc. 
Fighting in Passchendaele region.

+Political, etc.Parliament meets.  Mr. Asquith asks for 
explanation of extension of powers of Versailles Council; 
answer refused.

1938 

+Japan refuses to reveal naval data requested by the U.S. 
and Britain.

1940 

+First deportation of German Jews into occupied Poland.

+Germany and Russia agree new trade pact, that provides 
for the delivery of vital war materials (grains, oil, strategic 
minerals) by the Russians, in return for German 
manufactured goods.

+Anthony Eden greets the first Australian and New Zealand 
troops arriving in Suez.
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1941 

+The British foreign Secretary, Anthony Eden and General 
Sir John Dill, Chief of the Imperial General Staff leave 
London for a tour of the Balkan capitals in order to try and 
establish an anti-axis pact. However, Yugoslavia refuses to 
see them and Turkey refuses their proposals. Only Greece 
shows and interest.

+Again, the Italians make further breakout attempts, which 
all fail. Later in the day the Italians surrender 20,000 men, 
200 guns and 120 tanks to just 3,000 British troops.

+Anthony Eden makes a speech parodying Winston 
Churchills famous ‘Battle of Britain’ speech. He says “Never 
has so much been surrendered, by so many, to so few”.

+General Gariboldi is the new Italian Army Commander in 
North Africa.

+Erwin Rommel arrives in Tripoli, Libya with a Panzer and 
Motorized Infantry Division. He assumes command of the 
Deutsches Africa Korps.

+Rommel receives assistance from the Fliegerkorps X and 
long range aircraft from Sicily.

+Churchill congratulates Wavell for his success, and orders 
him to prepare to help the Greeks.

+German planes attack Benghazi, the first action by the 
Luftwaffe in Africa.

1942 

+At 11.00 hours, British aircraft spot the Scharnhorst and 
Gneisenau and Prinz Eugen as they enter the straits of 
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Dover. At 12.00 hours the British launch MTB attacks 
against Admiral Ciliax’s squadron, but were forced to fire at 
extreme range and so missed. An hour later at 13.00 hours 
the British again launch torpedo attacks, this time using six 
Swordfish aircraft, but five were shot down and all torpedo’s 
missed. At 14.30 hours the battleship Scharnhorst hits a 
mine off the Dutch coast. The mine inflicts only minor 
damage and the Scharnhorst is able to continue towards 
Germany. A short time later the British again launch attacks 
against the three German ships, this time using destroyers 
from the port of Harwich and aircraft from both Bomber and 
Coastal commands, but without success. At 20.35 hours the 
battleship Gneisenau hits a mine, while at 20.55 hours the 
Scharnhorst hits its second mine of the day, although both 
ships are able to continue towards Kiel.

1943 

+Rostov is captured by Russians. German troops evacuate 
Krasnodar and reach the defensive positions in the Kuban 
bridgehead.

+German bombers attacked port of Bari on Adriatic, sinking 
16 freighters including an American ship carrying poison 
mustard gas shells, causing heavy casualties in the port.

+Rommel and Von Arnim’s forces launch a counter attack 
against the American 2nd Corps in central Tunisia, forcing 
them back in some disarray.

+Wingate’s first Chindit guerrilla campaign begins behind 
the Japanese lines in Burma.

+VMF-124 lands on Guadalcanal, becoming the first Corsair 
squadron deployed for combat.

Page �13



February 12, 2019

1944 

+The Red Army recaptures Luga.

1945 

+British and Canadians troops advancing from Southeast 
Holland take Cleve in western Germany.

+Simultaneous announcements in Moscow, London and 
Washington about the Yalta agreement. Agreement is 
reached about the allied occupation of Germany, the 
founding of the United Nations, the “resettlement” of the 
inhabitants of the eastern German territories to be ceded to 
Poland and the entry of the Soviet Union into the war 
against Japan.

+Thus far, the Kriegsmarine has evacuated 374,00 German 
refugees by sea from East and West Prussia.

+The British 20th Indian Division crosses the river Irrawaddy 
Southwest of Mandalay.

+Peru declares war against Germany.
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IMR - Irish Memorial Roll. 
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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