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Back in the saddle for amazing Grace
A soldier from The King's Troop Royal Horse Artillery who 
suffered a broken neck when she risked her life to save 
others was remarkably back in the saddle for the accession 
day gun salute in The Green Park in London.

Lance Bombardier Grace Gostelow received a 
Commendation for Bravery last year for her selfless initiative 
in stopping a tonne-and-a-half gun carriage and a team of 
runaway horses from ploughing into onlookers while the 
Troop rehearsed in Charlton Park, London in 2016. 
The "series of unfortunate events" could have ended fatally 
for her and her team after her fellow soldiers were thrown by 
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bucking steeds, leaving her alone trying to control six 
galloping horses and a First World War one-and-a-half-ton 
gun with no brakes. The mounted gunner managed to 
regain control and steer the team to safety onto the edge of 
the training ground where they hit a tree. She sustained 
serious injuries though the horse team were unscathed.

It's been a long road back to recovery for the talented rider 
and Royal Horse Artillery soldier. Yesterday was the first 
time since her accident that she performed the prestigious 
Royal Gun Salute that the unit is world famous for. It was an 
emotional moment for her to drive out of Wellington 
Barracks leading her team as the eyes of the world were 
upon them: "The accession gun salute is a big one for us," 
she said. "My job is in the Army, I love the Army and it's 
great to be back with the Troop and the horses: the horses 
are the biggest thing for me. To get back on board is a 
milestone. It's good to crack on and forget that it happened".

The accession gun salute marks a moment of profound 
change, following the death of King George VI on this day in 
1952 it commemorates the 67th anniversary of the passage 
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of power from one monarch to the next, and yesterday 
marked for Grace, who three years ago thought she would 
be paralysed and never walk again, a second chance doing 
the job she loves, delivering the nation's finest ceremonial.

In Remembrance - February 8
Representing the comrades who died on this day

World War 1

+CALDWELL, Alexander
RNVR. Stoker 1st Class. K32160. HMS Ghurka. Died 
08/02/1917. Aged 33. Launched in 1907, the Tribal-class 
destroyer Gurka served as part of the Dover Patrol during 
WW1, playing a part in the sinking of the German submarine 
U-8 in 1915. She struck a German mine and sank in the 
English Channel. Born Longton, Londonderry 20/02/1884. 
Son of Joseph and Cathrine Caldwell, Calligan Lane, 
Londonderry. Brother of James, John and Josephine. 
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Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Londonderry, The Diamond 
WM. ADM 188/931/32160

World War 2
+GIVEN, Hugh MacIvor      

RAF. Flight Lieutenant. 112706. Died 08/02/1943. Aged 28. 
27 Sqdn. Ballymena Academy. MB, B.Ch. BAO. QUB 1940. 
Son of Robert Given JP and Kathleen Given of Markstown, 
Cullybackey; husband to Margaret Helen Given, of  'The 
Warrens', Broughshane, formerly of Cantley, Yorkshire. 
Ranchi War Cemetery, India. Ballymena WM. QUB RH

+ANDERSON, David Waters    

Royal Artillery. Bombardier.1569930. Died 08/02/1944.Aged 
26.21 Bty., 8 H.A.A.(Belfast) Regt. Son of Archibald and 
Margaret Anderson, of Methil, Fife. Taukkyan War Cemetery, 
Myanmar. Regimental WM and RH, St Anne’s Cathedral, 
Belfast

 +BULLER, Ernest    
Royal Artillery. Gunner.1468868. Died 08/02/1944. Aged 30. 
21 Bty., 8 H.A.A. Regt. Son of Thomas and Mary Jane 
Buller, of Belfast, Northern Ireland. Taukkyan War Cemetery, 
Myanmar. Regimental WM and RH, St Anne’s Cathedral, 
Belfast
+GALWAY, John 

Royal Artillery.Gunner.1457034. Died 08/02/1944. Aged 24. 
21 Bty., 8 (Belfast) H.A.A. Regt. Son of George and Lena 
Galway, of Belfast. Taukkyan War Cemetery, Myanmar. 
Regimental WM and RH, St Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast
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+SHIELDS, James         

Royal Artillery. Gunner.1487581. Died 08/02/1944. Aged 43. 
8 H.A.A. Regt. Son of Henry Shields, and of Jane Shields 
(nee Hawthorne); husband to Emma Shields, of 
Londonderry. Yaukkyan War Cemetery, Myanmar 

Events on this day - February 8
1941 

+Laval declines Petain’s offer of Cabinet seat in the Vichy 
Government.

+The first convoy of the newly formed Afrika Korps under 
the command of Lieutenant General Rommel leaves Naples 
for Tripoli in Libya.

+Force H from Malta bombards Genoa, without hindrance 
from the Italian Navy or Air force.

+The House of Representatives passes H.R. 1776 by a vote 
of 260 to 165.

1942 

+The Soviet North West Front finally cut all land 
communication for 90,000 troops of the German 2nd and 
10th Corps at Demyansk, as the 11th and 1st Shock Armies 
link up on the river Lovat, about 25 miles to the west of 
Demyansk.

+The Japanese land on the western side of Singapore 
Island, encountering only minimal resistance.

1943 
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US Marines pull an injured enemy Japanese soldier 
from a bunker during the Battle of Kwajalein, February 
1944

+The Russians take Kursk and continue their advance.

+Japanese complete their evacuation of Guadalcanal.

1944 

+The Australians complete the occupation of the Huon 
Peninsula in New Guinea.

+Plans for invasion of France, Operation ‘Overlord’ are 
confirmed.

+The Russians capture of Nikopol. The surrounded German 
forces in the Korsun pocket are invited to surrender by the 
Russians.
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+The RAF uses a massive 12,000b bomb ‘Tall-Boy’, in a 
raid on works in Limoges.

+The Australians complete the occupation of the Huon 
Peninsula in New Guinea.

1945 

+50,000 British and Canadians troops with 500 tanks and 
1,034 guns launch a new offensive into the Reichswald, to 
the Southeast of Nijmegen.

+Koniev breaks out of his Oder bridgehead north of Breslau, 
with six armies.

+Generalmajor Karl Marthinsen, the head of the State Police 
is assassinated in his car at Blindernveien, Oslo by the 
resistance movement, Milorg. The Germans execute 29 
Norwegians in retaliation.

+UK civilian war casualties up to September 1944 are 
reported as 57,468 killed and 89,178 injured.
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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