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Tyne Cot war cemetery, Belgium

Local newspapers and WW1, Feb 4 - 8
February  4

1916 The Witness 

The Witness, a Presbyterian newspaper, covering the period 
1874-1941, was published fortnightly. It is a veritable 
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On This Day: 
September 7th, 
1940:

The German 
Luftwaffe began 
an eight month 
bombing 
campaign 
against Britain, 
in what would 
become known 
as 'The Blitz.'

treasure trove of information on all things Presbyterian 
ranging from presbytery reports, reports on congregational 
events and, comments on national events of the period, to 
reports on missionary associations and birth, marriage and 
death notices. It is available on microfile at the Presbyterian 
Historical Society.

LATE LIEUT. WORKMAN 

Reference by Rev. Dr. MacDermott. 

At the morning service in Belmont Presbyterian Church on 
Sabbath, the Rev. Dr. MacDermott paid a touching tribute to 
the memory of Lieutenant Edward Workman, son of Mr. 
Frank Workman, The Moat, Strandtown, whose death 
occurred on Wednesday last at the Duchess of 
Westminster's War Hospital, Le Touquet, as the result of 
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OnThisDay 1919, 100 years ago, Paddle Minesweeper HMS 
ERIN’S ISLE is hit by a floating mine whilst at anchor off 
the Thames Estuary with the loss of 23 sailors. She began 
life as a passenger ferry in Northern Ireland before being 
requisitioned for WW1 service with RoyalNavy

wounds he received while serving with the 2nd Battalion 
Royal Irish Rifles. 

Speaking with considerable emotion, the reverend 
gentleman said he wished to take note in the name of the 
congregation and in his own name of the loss of one of their 
members -- a member for a good many years, and a young 
man well and favourably known in the community of Belfast. 

They all joined, he felt sure, in sincere sympathy with the 
father and mother of the late Lieutenant Workman. The first 
man who came to him (Dr. MacDermott) for a necessary 
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King’s Troop salute yesterday marking the anniversary 
of HM Queen Elizabeth’s Accession

certificate or document after war had been declared was 
Edward Workman, and at the time he marvelled at his 
youth, and quiet determination -- for he looked very youthful, 
and was certainly determined to do his share in the great 
struggle. That was in August, 1914. 

Lieutenant Workman was sent out to the front early, and 
took part in some of the most desperate struggles which this 
most desperate war had yet seen. He remembered talking 
to a private who was in the deceased officer's company, and 
who spoke of what difficulties they had to meet -- of being 
sent out on one occasion, as this soldier put it, "to be 
sacrificed for a greater object." He (the speaker) forgot how 
many went out in that party, but only a few came back; and 
this soldier paid tribute to his lieutenant for the coolness and 
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Yesterday 
marked the 
ending of the 
Buccaneer’s 
operational life

skill by which he 
extricated those 
who remained of 
his men. And 
now he had paid 
his debt to the 
great cause for 
which he fought. 
Early in the 
struggle he had 
been mentioned 
in despatches, 
and promotion 
came to him. All 
through his 
career, both 
before and 
during the war, his life was that of a Christian lad, blameless 
and faithful in every relation. They mourned him as a brave 
and gallant man and a capable and efficient officer, and their 
sympathy went out to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Workman, who 
had lost their only son. Mr. and Mrs. Workman had been in 
the forefront for many years of the philanthropic operations 
of Belfast, and since the war began, when anything had 
been attempted on behalf of the recruits who had gone from 
the city they had been among the first to give their 
assistance. They also sympathised with Captain and Mrs. 
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Lindsay, and commended all the relatives of a brave officer 
to the God of all comfort. Let them besiege the Mercy-seat 
in this time of peril, praying that this scourge of war might be 
removed, and that the lives of our bravest and best might be 
spared. 

TRIBUTE TO FALLEN BELFAST OFFICERS 

At the annual meeting of the members of Strandtown and 
District 
Unionist 
Club, held 
on Monday 
in the 
Clubroom, 
Belmont 
Road, Mr. 
W. T. 
Pollock, 
who 
presided, 
said they 
met under 
the shadow 
of a great 
loss. Two of 
their most 
promising 
members, 
sons of two 
of the most 
energetic 
workers 
they had in 
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the club for the cause of the Union and Ulster, had given 
their lives in France for their country. He referred to Second-
Lieutenant R. W. MacDermott and Lieutenant Edward 
Workman. They were both very loyal and hard-working 
members of the club when the political movement was on, 
and he thought he was expressing the views of everybody 
closely connected with the volunteer movement when he 
said that they rendered yeoman service in that connection. 
Dr. MacDermott and Mr. Frank Workman were two 
gentlemen who took, a very prominent part, indeed, in the 
political side of the club's work, and the hearts of the 
members went out to them in sincere sympathy for the great 
loss they had sustained. He thought the members would like 
to take the earliest possible opportunity of expressing their 
sorrow and sympathy, and, therefore he proposed the 
following resolution -- "That the members of Strandtown and 
District Unionist Club, assembled in general meeting, desire 
to record and tender to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Workman and 
family, and Dr. and Mrs. MacDermott and family their very 
sincere sympathy in the great loss they have suffered in the 
death of their sons, Lieutenant Edward Workman, and 
Second-Lieutenant Robb. Wilson MacDermott, from wounds 
received in action in France, and that copies of this 
resolution be conveyed to them." 

The resolution was passed in silence, the members 
standing. 

At the meeting of the Belfast Corporation on Tuesday the 
following resolution, proposed by the Lord Mayor, was 
passed:-- "That this Council extend their profound sympathy 
to Councillor Frank Workman in the loss of his only son, 
Lieutenant Edward Workman, who died in France of wounds 
received in action. Lieutenant Workman was a brave and 
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gallant officer, who promptly responded to the call of duty, 
and made the supreme sacrifice for his King and country. 
His name, like many others, will go down to posterity as a 
loyal patriotic, and courageous citizen of this city, who 
feared not to die in defence of liberty." 

6th February  

1915 Belfast Newsletter


16th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles (Pioneers) 

Yesterday afternoon Colonel Greig, Assistant Director of 
Medical Services, inspected some 750 men of this 
battalion, who were drawn up in close order on their usual 
drilling ground in Lurgan Town Park. There was a hurricane 
of wind and rain at the time ; consequently the inspection 
was somewhat curtailed. Major John Leader, commanding 
officer, was in charge. The pipe band of the regiment under 
Pipe Sergeant-Major McLeod,  were present, and 
discoursed some rousing airs, including the now popular " 
Terrors of the land." After the inspection the men proceeded 
on the usual afternoon route march, and Colonel Greig then 
made an exhaustive inspection of the barracks, billets, and 
institutes, particularly interesting himself in the sanitary and 
cooking arrangements, and generally expressed his 
satisfaction at the accommodation.


Captain Allen (adjutant), Lieutenants G. Barton, Dickson 
and Strahan, with 50 non-commissioned officers and men, 
have gone to Skerries, County Dublin, for instruction in 
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Men of the 16th Battalion Royal Irish Rifles (Pioneers) at 
Brownlow House, Lurgan, County Armagh.

railway pioneer work ; and Second-Lieutenant D.E. 
Dawson, with eight cadets have left to attend a class of 
instruction at Queen's University, Belfast.


Lieutenant H.F.D. Hickman has been appointed to a 
captaincy while attached to the battalion, and Lieutenant 
Coulson has been appointed instructor. 


Regimental Quartermaster, Sergeant-Major Blair, Company 
Sergeant-Majors Lucas, McAllister, Hutchings, and Jefferies 
have been promoted to rank as warrant officers of the 
second class.
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February 8 

1915

Belfast News-Letter

6th INNISKILLING DRAGOONS

Forty more men are required for the Service Squadron of 
the 6th Inniskilling Dragoons in connection with the Ulster 
Division. For some time past recruiting for this squadron has 
been closed, but now that additional men are required a 
splendid opportunity is available for young men who can 
ride to join one of the most distinguished regiments in the 
army.

1918

Lisburn Standard

KILLED IN ACTION 

Major Robert Gregory, R.F.C. 

The death in action is reported of Major Robert Gregory, 
R.F.C, only son of the late Sir William Gregory, K.C.B., and 
of Lady Gregory, of Coole Park, County Galway, and a 
cousin of District-Inspector Gregory, R.I.C., Lisburn. Major 
Gregory joined the army two years ago, and was posted to 
the R.F.C, in which his promotion was exceptionally rapid. 
For distinguished service he was awarded the Military Cross 
and the Cross of the Legion of Honour. He was in command 
of a flying squadron at the Italian front, and was making 
observations of the enemy's position when he was killed. He 
was an all round sportsman, and held the record as 
champion light-weight boxer during his student days at 
Oxford. 
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BROUGHT IN WOUNDED UNDER SHELL-FIRE 

The acts for which 40252 Private T. Blake, R.I. Rifles, 
Lisburn, was awarded the D.C.M. were gazetted this week 
as follows:-- 

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty as stretcher-
bearer in bringing in wounded under heavy fire on many 
occasions. He recovered all the wounded from the front of 
the line after an attack, though the bearers were being 
continually sniped at. 

SAILED FOR EGYPT 

Lieut. A. D. Guyer Bidlake, grandson of Mr. Alex. A. 
Richardson, Aberdelghy, Lambeg, has sailed for Egypt, 

U.S. Marines pull an injured enemy Japanese soldiers from a 
bunker during the Battle of Kwajalein, February 1944.
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where he has received an appointment in the R.E. Lieut. 
Bidlake joined up in 1914, and has seen much service in 
France. His younger brother, Christopher, has passed into 
the R.N.V.R. as midshipman. 

In Remembrance - February 7

Representing comrades who died on this day 

+FREEMAN, William Hugh 
RN. Blacksmith. Age 23. HMS Leonian. Enrolled 1938. In 
HMS Exeter at Battle off River Plate with the ‘pocket’ 
battleship Graf Spee on 13/12/1939. A piece of shrapnel 
cut his cap. Prior to the war he had been a keen racing 
motorcyclist and took part in the Cookstown 100 in 1938. 
Son of William Hugh and Iris Elvina Freeman, Church St., 
Cookstown. Capuccini Naval Cemetery, Malta.


Events on this day - February 7
1940 

+British railroads are nationalized.

1941 

+The Italian troops stay between Agedabia and El-Agheila.

+In Libya, the British are victorious at Beda Fomm; 20,000 
troops of the Italian Tenth Army surrender.

+General Graziani ask Mussolini for substitution as a 
commander of the Italian forces at North Africa, and as 
Libyan Governor.
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1942 

+After just over 2 weeks of frenetic action, Rommel’s 
counter-offensive comes to a halt in front of the Gazala line, 
a series of self supporting fortified boxes running south from 
Gazala for 100 miles to Bir Hacheim. Although not complete, 
it presents too much of an obstacle for the Afrika Korps who 
by this time are running low on fuel and reserves.

+Lt. General Percival, the commander at Singapore, says 
city will be held to the last man. The Japanese launch a feint 
landing on Pulua Ubin Island to the east of Singapore.

+“Double V” campaign proposed by Pittsburgh Courier, the 
leading black newspaper, to fight for victory at home and 
abroad.

+US Navy Atlantic Fleet Anti-Submarine Warfare Unit 
established at Boston, MA, under Capt. Wilder Baker.

1943 

+Shoe rationing begins in the USA, limiting civilians to three 
pairs of leather shoes per year.

+802nd Medical Air Evacuation Transport Squadron 
embarks from New York for Algeria on USS Lyon.

1944 

+The first operational ‘Schnorkel’ U-boat arrives in the 
Atlantic.

+The Germans begin a full-scale counter-attack against the 
Anzio Beachhead.
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1945 

+Black Sea talks plan defeat of Germany

+Russian attacks north of Konigsberg are blocked with the 
help of naval gunfire by the cruisers Scheer and Lutzow.

+The Germans blow up the floodgates in the Ruhr, flooding 
the area West of Cologne and preventing the use of assault 
floating bridges by Allies.

+Paraguay declared war on Germany and Japan.

+The 2nd Ukrainian Front captured the southern rail station 
at Buda, Hungary.
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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