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Priest from Castlederg won Croix de 
Guerre and Military Cross 

William Devine (1887-1959), a Catholic priest and military 
chaplain, was born on 5 October 1887 at Castlederg, 
County Tyrone. He was the son of George Devine, draper, 
and his wife Catherine, née McGlinchey. He was educated 
at Drumnabey National School, St Columb's College, Derry, 
and St Patrick's College, Maynooth, and was ordained priest 
for the diocese of Derry in 1912. 

As a student at Maynooth he was strongly influenced by the 
President, Daniel Mannix, and followed him to Melbourne in 
1913 where he was appointed to the South Yarra parish and 
then to Coburg in 1914. He also served as Secretary to 
Mannix when he was  Archbishop of Melbourne. It was 
during Daniel Mannix time as President of Maynooth that he 
had to act as host when King Edward VII and the Queen 
paid a state visit to Maynooth.

Egypt and the Western Front

Devine enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 1 July 
1915 as a Chaplain 4th class (equivalent of captain) and 
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joined the 48th Battalion when it was formed at Tel-el-Kebir, 
Egypt, in March 1916. After it was transferred to France in 
June, he saw much of the fighting around Pozières, 
Mouquet Farm, Flers, Gueudecourt and Ypres. Uninjured, 
he succumbed to the harsh winter of 1916-17 and was 
invalided to Ireland, resuming to duty late in February. He 
served with the battalion throughout 1917, returning to 
Melbourne briefly in 1918 as a transport chaplain, but was 
back at the front in May, remaining with the A.I.F. until 8 
September 1919.

It was rare for a chaplain to remain for so long on 
continuous service and rarer still to spend such a long time 
with one battalion. Such devotion to his men at least 
partially accounts for Devine's popularity. 

On 1 May 1917 he was awarded the French Croix de 
Guerre for 'conspicuous services', and next year he won the 
Military Cross for 'conspicuous gallantry and devotion to 
duty' east of Hamel on 8 August; following the advance 
closely, he remained with the troops under heavy artillery 
fire and assisting the wounded. The battalion was 'overjoyed 
at the news' of the honour, according to the compiler of the 
war diary.

French Croix de Guerre citation

'For continuous conspicuous gallantry during operations at 
Pozieres, Mouquet Farm, Diependaal and Gueudecourt over 
a period of four months, August to December 1916. Under 
intense artillery fire this gallant Officer unceasingly tended 
the wounded and dying, ministering to their comforts, 
aiding the stretcher bearers, inspiring them and all ranks by 
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his fearless conduct, constantly exposing himself in his 
efforts to reach the wounded and succour them, digging 
himself their graves single handed, saying it was too 
dangerous for men to help him; going into No Man's Land 
on more than one occasion. He is a man without fear, 
careless of danger, and his inspiring example has been a 
source of admiration and emulation to all those who he has 
come into contact with. He has buried over three hundred 
men in exposed positions and provided suitable memorials.’ 

Military Cross citation -  
'For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He 
followed closely up with an advance, assisting the 
wounded, and after the objective was captured, he 
remained with the front line troops under heavy artillery fire. 
Later, during an enemy bombing attack, he went out and 
brought in a wounded man. He behaved splendidly.' 

In The Story of a Battalion (Melbourne, 1919), Devine gave 
an excellent portrait of the 48th Battaliion; unlike most unit 
historians he refrains from providing a catalogue of names 
and exploits, but seeks instead to depict the spirit the 
battalion as a whole, almost as if it had life of its own. 

From his book it would seem that Devine succeeded as a 
chaplain and enjoyed his work; it demonstrates love for his 
men, sympathy and concern for their welfare, ability to share 
their life and acceptance of their ways. He was also critical 
of the overall conduct of the war and the apparent 
carelessness of the higher command for the lives of 
common soldiers.
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Thirteen Victoria Cross winners at 1920 St Patrick's Day 
procession

He was discharged 08 September 1919 and returned to 
Melbourne diocese where he was stationed at Lancefield as 
a curate and, still devoted to Mannix, now archbishop of 
Melbourne, he brought together thirteen Victoria Cross 
winners to act as his guard of honour in the 1920 St 
Patrick's Day procession. 

This was a considerable coup, demonstrating graphically 
the extent of Australian Catholic loyalty and heroism, 
qualities under challenge from the Protestant majority in the 
heightened sectarian turmoil of the time.

Devine returned to Ireland and the diocese of Derry before 
joining the Maynooth Mission to China (the Columban 
Fathers) in 1927 and lecturing in history at the Tientsin 
University in Hankow. In 1930 he returned to Derry as 
curate of Dungiven and Sion Mills. 

Chaplain with the Royal Navy in World War II

During World War II he served as a chaplain with the Royal 
Navy, first on an unofficial basis at Derry, whence he often 
sailed with convoys in the North Atlantic, and then officially 
at Taranto, Italy. In 1944 the Vatican sent him on a mission 
to Yugoslavia which he believed compromised his position 
as a chaplain.

Devine returned to Derry in 1946 and was appointed parish 
priest of Clonmany in County Donegal in 1947. He worked 
there continuously for ten years, except for a brief visit to 
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Melbourne in the 1950s. He died in a Dublin hospital on 19 
October 1959.

FR Devine was present at the dedication of the original War 
Memorial in Castlederg on which were the names of 60 men 
from the area. A further 29 were to die in service in WW2.

February 2, 1943 - German surrender at 
Stalingrad major turning point in Europe

On February 2, 1943, the German 6th Army surrendered 
after the Battle of Stalingrad in a major turning point in 
Europe during World War II.

The Battle of Stalingrad was a brutal military campaign 
between Russian forces and those of Nazi Germany and the 
Axis powers during World War II. 

The battle is infamous as one of the largest, longest and 
bloodiest engagements in modern warfare: From August 
1942 through February 1943, more than two million troops 
fought in close quarters – and nearly two million people 
were killed or injured in the fighting, including tens of 
thousands of Russian civilians. But the Battle of Stalingrad 
(one of Russia’s important industrial cities) ultimately turned 
the tide of World War II in favour of the Allied forces.

Under the leadership of ruthless head of state Joseph 
Stalin, Russian forces had already successfully rebuffed a 
German attack on the western part of the country – one that 
had the ultimate goal of taking Moscow – during the winter 
of 1941-42. However, Stalin’s Red Army had suffered 
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significant losses in the fighting, both in terms of manpower 
and weaponry.

Stalin and his generals, including future Soviet Union leader 
Nikita Khrushchev, fully expected another Nazi attack to be 
aimed at Moscow. However, Hitler and the Wehrmacht had 
other ideas.

hey set their sights on Stalingrad, because the city served 
as an industrial center in Russia, producing, among other 
important goods, artillery for the country’s troops. The Volga 
River, which runs through the city, was also an important 
shipping route connecting the western part of the country 
with its distant eastern regions.

Ultimately, Adolf Hitler wanted the Wehrmacht to occupy 
Stalingrad, seeing its value for propaganda purposes, given 
that it bore Stalin’s name. For similar reasons, the Russians 
felt a special need to protect it.

When Hitler proclaimed that upon taking Stalingrad all of the 
city’s male residents would be killed and its women 
deported, the stage was set for a bloody, hard-fought battle. 
Stalin ordered all Russians 

The 6th Army of the Wehrmacht began their assault on 
August 23, 1942

Russian forces were initially able to slow the German 
Wehrmacht’s advances during a series of brutal skirmishes 
just north of Stalingrad. Stalin’s forces lost more than 
200,000 men, but they successfully held off German 
soldiers. With a firm understanding of Hitler’s plans, the 
Russians had already shipped much of the stores of grain 
and cattle out of Stalingrad. However, the city’s 400,000-
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plus residents were not evacuated, as the Russian 
leadership believed their presence would inspire troops.

Within a few days of launching its attack, Germany’s 
Luftwaffe air force had rendered the Volga River impassable 
to shipping and had sunk several Russian commercial 
vessels in the process. From late August through the end of 
the assault, the Luftwaffe conducted dozens of air strikes on 
the city.

The number of civilian casualties is unknown. However, it’s 
believed that tens of thousands were killed, and that tens of 
thousands more were captured and forced into slave labour 
in camps in Germany.

By September, the Luftwaffe essentially had control of the 
skies over Stalingrad, and the Russians were getting 
desperate. Workers in the city not involved in war-related 
weapons production were soon asked to take up fighting, 
often without firearms of their own. Women were enlisted to 
dig trenches at the front lines.

And yet, the Russians continued to suffer heavy losses. By 
the autumn of 1942, Stalingrad was in ruins.

Stalin’s order-  “Not a step back!” 

Despite heavy casualties and the pounding delivered by the 
Luftwaffe, Stalin instructed his forces in the city to not 
retreat, famously decreeing in Order No. 227: “Not a step 
back!” Those who surrendered would be subject to a trial by 
military tribunal and face possible execution.

With fewer than 20,000 troops in the city and less than 100 
tanks, Stalin’s generals finally began sending 
reinforcements into the city and surrounding areas. Fighting 
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raged in the streets of Stalingrad, with both sides using 
snipers poised on the roofs of the city’s buildings.

Russian generals Georgy Zhukov and Aleksandr Vasilevsky 
organized Russian troops, augmented by forces from allies 
Romania and Hungary, in the mountains to the north and 
west of the city. From there, they launched a counterattack, 
famously known as Operation Uranus.

Although they again sustained significant losses, Russian 
forces were able to form what in essence was a defensive 
ring around the city by late November 1942, trapping the 
nearly 300,000 German and Axis troops in the 6th Army. 
This effort became the subject of a propaganda film 
produced after the war, The Battle of Stalingrad.

With the Russian blockade limiting access to supplies, 
German forces trapped in Stalingrad slowly starved. The 
Russians would seize upon the resulting weakness during 
the cold, harsh winter months that followed.

Russian Winter Sets In 

As Russia’s brutal winter began, Soviet generals knew the 
Germans would be at a disadvantage, fighting in conditions 
to which they weren’t accustomed. They began 
consolidating their positions around Stalingrad, choking off 
the German forces from vital supplies and essentially 
surrounding them in an ever-tightening noose.

Thanks to Russian gains in nearby fighting, including in 
Rostov-on-Don, 250 miles from Stalingrad, the Axis forces – 
mostly Germans and Italians – were stretched thin. Through 
Operation Little Saturn, the Russians began to break the 
lines of mostly Italian forces to the west of the city.
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At this point, German generals abandoned all efforts to 
relieve their beleaguered forces trapped in Stalingrad. Still, 
Hitler refused to surrender even as his men slowly starved 
and ran out of ammunition.

Battle of Stalingrad Ends 

By February 1943, Russian troops had retaken Stalingrad 
and captured nearly 100,000 German soldiers, though 
pockets of resistance continued to fight in the city until early 
March. Most of the captured soldiers died in Russian prison 
camps, either as a result of disease or starvation.

The loss at Stalingrad was the first failure of the war to be 
publicly acknowledged by Hitler. It put Hitler and the Axis 
powers on the defensive, and boosted Russian confidence 
as it continued to do battle on the Eastern Front in World 
War II.

In the end, many historians believe the Battle at Stalingrad 
marked a major turning point in the conflict. It was the 
beginning of the march toward victory for the Allied forces of 
Russia, Britain, France and the United States.

In February 2018, Russians gathered in what is now known 
as Volgograd to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 
conclusion of the battle that had ravaged their city.

Events on this day - February 3 

1941 

+33 Italian Fascist Party leaders are dispatched to bolster 
morale on the Albanian front.
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+Hitler reviews the plans for Operation ‘Barbarossa’, as 
German intelligence estimates that 155 Red Army divisions 
are deployed in western Russia against just 116 German 
and Axis divisions. The starting date is again confirmed as 
the 15th May 1941.

+The British ‘Northern Force’ bumps into the Italian 
defenses at Keren, but fail to crack them open. General 
Platt decides he must build up his forces for a major assault.

1942 

+German forces of Army Group Centre launch a 
counterattack at Vyazma, cutting off and encircling several 
Red Army divisions.

+Japanese air raids on Port Moresby.

+President Quezon of the Philippines proposes to President 
Roosevelt that his country should be granted total 
independence from the USA so that it could declare itself 
neutral, but Roosevelt dismisses this idea. General 
MacArthur warns Roosevelt that the Bataan garrison has 
suffered over 50 per cent casualties and it was ‘near done’. 
MacArthur was given permission by Roosevelt to surrender 
Filipino, but not US troops who were to fight until the end.

+Irish Prime Minister Eamon de Valera predicts the war will 
continue for at least 4 more years.

1944 

+An attempt to breakout of the Anzio Beachhead ends after 
an advance of just three miles in three days. The German 
begin their first counterattacks against Anzio.
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+The Japanese open their counter-offensive against the 
British in Arakan, Burma.

+The United States shells the Japanese homeland for the 
first time at Kurile Islands.

+The United States captures the Marshall Islands.

1945 

+The Russians capture Landsberg, 80 miles Northeast of 
Berlin.

+The US 8th Air Force, with 937 bombers and 613 fighters, 
carries out the heaviest attack to date against Berlin which 
levels large areas of the city and kills more than 25,000 
civilians.

In Remembrance - February 2
Representing their comrades who died on this date

WW1

+McCONNELL, William John
RN. Stoker First Class. 228579. HMS Ardent. Died 
02/02/1915. Found drowned at Stranraer. Enrolled 
02/07/1904 for 12 years. War service in Attentive, Victory II, 
and Hecla (Ardent 28/02/1914 - 02/02/1915). Born 
02/07/1886. Son of James and Maggie McConnell. The 
family lived at Matlock Street in1901, Connsbrook Avenue in 
1911 and Crimea Street, Belfast.  Stranraer (Glebe) 
Cemetery. Eglinton Street - PCI RH. ADM 188/404/228579
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+WILSON, William Oliver

RAMC. Captain. Attached Natal Carabiniers. Died 
20/02/1917. Age 31. B.A., 1907; M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O.,1912. 
Brother of John Hugh Wilson who served and died shortly 
after the war. Sons of  Mr and Mrs John Wilson. Family 
headstone, Dunluce Presbyterian Churchyard, Bushmills. 

WW2

+CRAWFORD, Samuel Sloan

RNVR. OS. P/UD/X1273. HMS Victory. Died 02/02/1940. 
Aged 27. Died Portsmouth RN Hospital. Husband to Isabella 
Crawford, Templepatrick. Son of Mrs M Crawford, Belfast. 
Carnmoney cemetery

+ALLEN,William

Royal Artillery. Gunner. 14358464. Died (lost at sea): 
12/02/1944 SS Khedive-Ismail (London). Age 30. att. 301st 
Field Regt. East African Artillery. Husband to Fanny Jane 
Allen;son of Samuel and Elizabeth Allen of Shankbridge, 
Ballymena. East Africa Memorial, Nairobi. Col. 4

+MACREADY, James

RAFVR. Sergeant (Wireless Op./Air Gunner).1037956. Died 
02/02/1944. Aged 21. 221 Sqdn. Son of James and Violet 
Macready, of Bushmills, Co. Antrim. Bari War Cemetery, 
Italy
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In Remembrance - February 3
Representing their comrades who died on this date

WW2

+AUSTIN, Stanley Maurice 

RAFVR. Flying Officer (Pilot).113412. Died 03/02/1943. Age 
20. 243 Sqdn. QUB, Student in Faculty of Law 1939 - 1941. 
Leading Aircraftman. Graduated from the No 3 British Flying 
Training School (BFTS) #4 Course 1, at Falcon Field, Mesa, 
Maricopa Co., Arizona, USA [6/18/1941-10/31/1941]. 
Promoted to Sergeant [11/1/1941]. Graduated as Pilot 
Officer [10/31/1941]. Son  of Glover E. Austin and Mary C. 
Austin, Londonderry. Brother of Claude, Campbell and 
Cecil. Enfidaville War Cemetery, Tunisia. QUB RH


+KEOWN, Frederick James
RAFVR. Sergeant. 1079113.Died 03/02/1943. Aged 22. 
Family memorial states died on active service. Son of 
Frederick and Margaret Matilda Keown. Dundonald 
cemetery

+McCAUGHEY, Henry
RM. Corporal. PLY/X 101290. 43 RM. Commando. MiD 
London Gazette 23/01/1940 ‘for outstanding services while 
operating with the Allied Armies in Italy’. Died 03/02/1944. 
Age: 22. Cpl. McCaughey was killed during operations in 
Italy. At the time of his death his Commando were engaged 
in fighting at Monte Ornito and Monte Faito, Italy. Son of 
Henry and Jane McCaughey, Templepatrick. Plymouth 
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Naval Memorial, Panel 102. Ballynure Presbyterian Church 
WM

+McAFEE, John

RAFVR. Sergeant (Flight Engineer).1037806. Died 
03/02/1945. Aged 21. 419 (R.C.A.F.) Sqdn. Son of Vernor 
and May McAfee, of Lisburn. Rheinberg War Cemetery, 
Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany 

+KAVANAGH, Leo Ambrose
Royal Artillery. Gunner.146000. Died 03/02/1946. Aged 42. 
24 Battery, 9 H.A.A. Regt.  Son of Edward and Catherine 
Kavanagh; Husband of Elizabeth Kavanagh of Londonderry.
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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