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Belfast born Paratrooper 
awarded VC in Helmand 
Province 
163 years ago the Victoria Cross was 
introduced on January 30.

Corporal Bryan Budd was born on 16 July 1977 in Belfast, 
and lived in Ripon, North Yorkshire with his wife who is a 
serving soldier in the Adjutant General's Corps. Bryan Budd 
was cremated at Woodlands Crematorium, Scunthorpe, 
Lincolnshire. 
Bryan Budd enlisted into the Parachute Regiment in 
December 1995, subsequently passing the rigorous 
selection process for 16 Air Assault Brigade's Pathfinder 
Platooon, an elite unit specially trained for long range 
reconnaissance missions. Whilst part of that platoon, he 
served in many operational theatres, including Yugoslavia, 
Sierra Leone, Macedonia, Afghanistan and Iraq.
He joined 'A' Company of 3 PARA in early June 2006 in the 
middle of Operation Herrick IV, serving in Helmand Province 
at a time when the Company was principally concered with 
helping the Afghan Government counter a resurgence in 
Taliban activity centred in and around the town of Sangin. 
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On Thursday, 14 December 2006, the Ministry of Defence 
confirmed the award of a posthumous Victoria Cross for 
acts of "inspirational leadership and the greatest valour”.

Citation
The London Gazette of 14 December 2006 carried the 
following - 
“Sangin, Helmand Province, Afghanistan, 27 July & 20 
August 2006, Corporal Bryan Budd, 3rd Battalion, The 
Parachute Regiment ( 3 PARA ).
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“During July and August 2006, 'A' Company, 3rd Battalion, 
the Parachute Regiment were deployed in the District 
Centre at Sangin. They were constantly under sustained 
attack from a combination of Taliban small arms, rocket-
propelled grenades, mortar and rocket fire.
On 27 July 2006, whilst on a routine patrol, Corporal Bryan 
Budd's section identified and engaged two enemy gunmen 
on the roof of a building in the centre of Sangin. During the 
ensuing fierce fire-fight, two of Corporal Budd's section were 
hit. One was seriously injured and collapsed in the open 
ground, where he remained exposed to enemy fire, with 
rounds striking the ground around him. Corporal Budd 
realised that he needed to regain the initiative and that the 
enemy needed to be driven back so that the casualty could 
be evacuated.
“Under fire, he personnally led the attack on the building 
where the enemy fire was heaviest, forcing the remaining 
fighters to flee across an open field where they were 
successfully engaged. This courageous and prompt action 
proved decisive in breaking the enemy and was undertaken 
at great personal risk. Corporal Budd's decisive leadership 
and conspicuous gallantry allowed his wounded colleague 
to be evacuated to safety where he subsequently received 
life-saving treatment.
“A month later, on 20 August 2006, Corporal Budd was 
leading his section on the right forward flank of a platoon 
clearance patrol near Sangin District Centre. Another 
section was advancing with a Land Rover fitted with a .50 
calibre heavy machine gun on the patrol's left flank. Pushing 
through thick vegetation, Corporal Budd identified a number 
of enemy fighters 30 metres ahead. Undetected, and in an 
attempt to surprise and destroy the enemy, Corporal Budd, 
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initiated a flanking manoeuvre. However, the enemy spotted 
the Land Rover on the left flank and the element of surprise 
was lost for the whole platoon.
“In order to regain the initiative, Corporal Budd decided to 
assault the enemy and ordered his men to follow him. As 
they moved forward the section came under a withering fire 
that incapacitated three of his men. The continued enemy 
fire and these losses forced the section to take cover. But, 
Corporal Budd continued to assault on his own, knowing full 
well the likely consequences of doing so without the close 
support of his remaining men. He was wounded but 
continued to move forward, attacking and killing the enemy 
as he rushed their position.
“Inspired by Corporal Budd's example, the rest of the 
platoon reorganised and pushed forward their attack, 
eliminating more of the enemy and eventually forcing their 
withdrawal. Corporal Budd susequently died of his wounds, 
and when his body was later recovered it was found 
surrounded by three dead Taliban.
“Corporal Budd's conspicuous gallantry during these two 
engagements saved the lives of many of his colleagues. He 
acted in the full knowledge that the rest of his men had 
either been struck down or had been forced to go to ground. 
His determination to press home a single-handed assault 
against a superior enemy force despite his wounds stands 
out as a premeditated act of inspirational leadership and 
supreme valour. In recognition of this, Corporal Budd is 
awarded the Victoria Cross.”
Bryan Budd was cremated at Woodlands Crematorium, 
Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire. 
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Presentation by 
HM The Queen
On Wednesday, 
7th March 2007, 
the widow of 
Corporal Bryan 
Budd, Lorena 
Budd, attended an 
investiture 
ceremony at 
Buckingham 

Palace where she received from the Queen the Victoria 
Cross awarded posthumously to her husband.

She attended the Palace with Corporal Budd's stepfather, 
his sister and brother. Seven other members of 3 Para also 
received honours for their service in Afghanistan.

Medal entitlement of Corporal Bryan Budd - 3rd Bn, The 
Parachute Regiment 

• Victoria Cross 
• General Service Medal ( 1962- )

◦ 1 clasp: "Northern Ireland" 
• NATO Service Medal ( 1994 )

◦ clasp: "Kosovo" 
• NATO Service Medal ( 1994 )

◦ clasp: "Macedonia" 
• Operational Service Medal ( 2000 )

◦ "Sierra Leone" 
• Operational Service Medal ( 2000 )

◦ "Afghanistan" 
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• Iraq Medal ( 2003 )
◦ 1 clasp: "19 Mar to 28 Apr 2003" 

• Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee Medal ( 2002

Poyntzpass midshipman was first 
recipient of the Victoria Cross

The first VC to be awarded was to Charles Davis Lucas then 
serving as a Midshipman in the Crimean War. He was born 
on 19 February 1834 in Druminargal House, Poyntzpass, 
son of David and Elizabeth (Hill) Lucas. 

He enlisted in the navy at age 13 and by age 18 had seen 
active service in the Burma War of 1852-53, being awarded 
the India Medal. 

The incident for which he was awarded the Victoria Cross 
happened during the Crimea War which broke out in 1854. 

Although the main area of the war was the Crimean 
Peninsula, significant hostilities took place in other places, 
particularly in the Baltic Sea. Lucas was a mate on HMS 
Hecla, a wooden battleship, part of the fleet of warships 
dispatched to blockade the Russian Baltic Fleet and divert 
their resources away from the Crimea. 

On the evening of 21 June 1854 the Hecla, the Odin and the 
Valorous attacked the large fortress on Bomarsund in the 
Aland islands which guarded the entrance to the Gulf of 
Bothnia. During the fierce action, which lasted most of the 
night, the Hecla closed on the fortress, within the range of 
the Russian guns. The citation of the award records that –
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…… at the height of the action a 
live shell landed on Hecla’s upper 
deck, with its fuse still hissing. All 
hands were ordered to fling 
themselves flat on the deck, but 
Mr. Lucas with great presence of 
mind ran forward and hurled the 
shell into the sea, where it 
exploded with a tremendous roar 
before it hit the water. Thanks to 
Mr. Lucas’s action no one was 
killed or seriously wounded.

For his bravery Lucas was instantly promoted to Acting 
Lieutenant, at the time the only method of recognizing acts 
of bravery for those of his rank. Lucas’ action, together with 
other individual acts of bravery, was widely reported and in 
December of that year it was proposed in Parliament “that 
an Order of Merit to persons serving in the army or navy for 
distinguished and prominent personal gallantry to which 
every grade should be admissible” should be created. This 
was supported by the government and on 26 June 1857, at 
the inaugural ceremony, the Victoria Cross was presented to 
Lieutenant Lucas by the Queen.

In his subsequent career Lucas’ commands included HMS 
Liffey, HMS Edinburgh and HMS Calcutta. He was later 
promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral in command of HMS 
Indus before retiring from the service. In 1879 he married 
Frances Russell Hall, the daughter of Admiral WH Hall who 
had been the Captain of the Hecla in 1854. He settled in 
Great Culverden, Kent. 
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His VC is held by the National 
Maritime Museum, Greenwich, 
London, England.

Admiral Lucas died on 07/08/1914 at 
Great Culverden, Kent. His burial 
took place at the Parish Church of St 
Lawrence churchyard, The Street, 
Mereworth, near Maidstone, Kent, 
England

Memorials

+Headstone at the Parish Church of St Lawrence, 
Mereworth, Kent

+Plaque & framed citation at the Parish Church of St 
Lawrence, Mereworth, near Maidstone, Kent.

+Lucas Close now on site of old gasworks on Sandhurst 
Road, High Brooms, Tunbridge Wells, Kent (Barratt Kent 
2007)

+Named on memorial stone, Bomarsund, South West 
Finland

+Ulster History Circle Blue plaque at Druminargal House, 29 
Poyntzpass Road, Scarza, Co Armagh

+ Memorial tablet, Poyntzpass Royal British Legion

Events on this day - January 30


1856 - 163 years ago the Victoria Cross was introduced
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1944 - Sherman tanks of C Squadron, Three Rivers 
Regiment, were near San Tommasso, Italy

1965 - Thousands of people paid their last respects to 
Britain's greatest wartime leader Sir Winston Churchill who 
was buried this day after a full state funeral. Silent crowds 
lined the streets to watch the gun carriage bearing Sir 
Winston's coffin leave Westminster Hall as Big Ben struck 
0945. The procession travelled slowly through central 
London to St Paul's cathedral for the funeral service. Sir 
Winston died six days previously, following a stroke earlier in 
the month from which he never regained consciousness. A 
total of 321,360 people filed past the catafalque during the 
three days of lying-in-state. 

Sir Winston Churchill was the first statesman to be given a 
state funeral in the 20th century. Former prime ministers, the 
Duke of Wellington, Lord Henry Palmerston and William 
Gladstone, had preceded him in this posthumous honour in 
the 19th century. 

His political legacy lives on. His grandson, Nicholas 
Soames, is a Conservative MP and former armed forces 
minister. Another grandson, Winston Churchill, served as a 
Tory MP until 1997 when he lost his seat. 
A BBC survey in January 2000 voted Sir Winston the 
greatest British prime minister of the 20th century. BBC 
viewers and users voted him the greatest Briton in 
November 2002.
Sir Winston Churchill was the First Lord of the Admiralty in 
two world wars. He said. ‘A pessimist sees the difficulty in 
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every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every 
difficulty.’ 

2006 - Corporal Bryan Budd, of 3rd Battalion, Parachute 
Regiment, was awarded a posthumous VC for his 
"inspirational leadership and supreme valour" during heavy 
fighting as the Brigade moved into Helmand in 2006. See 
article this issue.

Remembrance NI - January 30
Recalling those form Northern Ireland who served the 
cause of freedom and democracy

We remember a WW1 sailor from Castlewellan and four 
men from the three services in WW2. Age range 19 to 47

WW1

+JONES, Samuel
Mercantile Marine Reserve. Trimmer. HMS Oratava. Died 
30/01/1917. Age 19. Son of James and Annie Jones, 
Ballymagreehan, Castlewellan. Plymouth Naval Memorial, 
Panel 25. Castlewellan - PCI RH

WW2

+BRODIE, William James Totten
RAFVR. Sergeant. 1795365. Died 30/01/1944. Aged 21. 
622 Sqdn. Son of Andrew D and Christine A Brodie, Lisburn. 
Runnymeade memorial, Panel 225

+IRWIN Wallace John Talbot
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Royal Artillery. Major. 101667. Died 30/01/1944. Aged 47. 
178 Heavy AA Reg. Son of William and Gwendoline Mary 
irwin; Husband to Elizabeth Gladys Irwin of Knock, Belfast. 
Dundonald Cemetery.

+McCONNELL, Andrew Leslie
RAFVR. Sergeant (WirelessOP/Air Gunner). 1137800. Died 
30/01/1944. In Lancaster III ED949 on a night raid on Berlin. 
That night 534 Allied planes took off on a raid on Berlin. His 
plane came down 36 km short of the target. Son of John A 
and Jenny McConnell of Ballymoney. Berlin 1939 - 45 War 
Cemetery.
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remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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