
 

remembrance ni 

NI Bomber Command air crew 
remembered and honoured on Dutch 
islands  
38 Wellington bombers were lost in the Waddensea on the 
Netherlands coast. Men from Northern Ireland were amongst 
the crews lost. 

Vlieland is an island, one of the Wadden or Friesland Islands 
which form an archipelago, off the north coast of the Netherlands. 
They are situated situated near the mouth of the Ijjsellmeer. 
Historically this was a strategic location near this important 
seaway to Amsterdam.
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Vlieland is some 
5 kilometres 
from the 
mainland. The 
island can be 
reached from 
Harlingen on the 
mainland by 
ferry. Harlingen 
is approx 30 
kilometres west 
of Leeuwarden. 


In World War 2 these islands were also a strategic area over 
which many aircraft of Bomber Command passed on their flights 
to and from their targets, facing flak and night fighters.


9 Squadron's Wellington III X3280 crashed in the North 
Sea off Vlieland on 9th November 1941.  

Take-off was from RAF Honington at 1730 hours on 09/11/1941. The 
target was the German city of Hamburg. It was last heard of when at 
2100 hours it sent a distress signal. The aircraft crashed in 
Waddenzee near Vlieland, with the loss of all onboard. 


A flight of nine Wellington 111 bombers took off from RAF 
Honington (Suffolk) at 17:30 at 1730 hours on 09/11/1941., 
destined for a bombing raid over Hamburg (Target designation – 
Hamburg ‘B’). 


The aircraft were those of RAF 9. Sqn. (3 Group) Bomber 
Command and was coded WS and the flight was led by Vincent 
(piloted by Hugh Wilgar-Robinson) as he was the first to take off at 
17:30.

 

Vincent’s Wellington Mark 3, No: X3280, reported attacking the 
target at 19:52 but was last heard from at 21:09 hours whilst on his 
return flight to base, when it sent out an SOS distress signal which 
it then mysteriously cancelled. The cause of the crash is unknown 
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Aerial view of Oost-Vlieland village (winter 2011-2012). Near the 
middle of this picture – a bit to the right - near the dark colored woods 
and the dunes, and further some more to the top right-hand road on 
the photo - you can clearly see the St. Nicolaas-church and 
churchyard with the tombstones, and also the Cross of Sacrifice. 

but could have been the result of flak received over Hamburg or by 
an attack by a German Nightfighter. 


A last message (unknown) was then sent out from east of 
Heliogland (Position co-ordinates 54.21386,7.86621) and that was 
the last contact before they obviously crash landed into the sea.

 

Vincent’s aircraft (X3280) crashed in the Waddenzee with the loss 
of life of all 6 members of the crew. Of the 8 remaining aircraft of 
the Squadron that took off that night, X3352 was hit by flak during 
the bombing raid over Hamburg and lost the use of the Port engine 
but the pilot, Sgt W E Pendleton managed to bring his aircraft and 
crew back but on landing at RAF East Wretham (Norfolk) crashed 
into a wood near the airfield at 22:10. The aircraft burnt out. All the 
crew were injured and taken to hospital. (No deaths are recorded in 
the RAF log but no further information is available). 


Page �3



The other 7 aircraft returned safely to base. 


The location of the aircraft on the Waddenzee was not discovered 
until June 2011, by a Mr. Lammert Kwant - a local expert who 
conducts excursions on this shallow body of water with tidal flats 
and wetlands 


The Pilot P/O Hugh V. Wilgar-Robinson from Belfast was washed ashore 
in Dutch territory and his remains rest in Vlieland General Cemetery, Grave 
37 


The body of Wireless operator/Air Gnr. Sgt George H. Dartnall drifted 
ashore near Søndervig, Denmark. On the 11th of December it was found 
by the local Receiver of Wrecks, Ole Enevoldsen, at Søgård Forstrand, and 
brought to his home. On the same evening at 22:30 it was collected by 
three Luftwaffe Unteroffiziers in a truck who took it to Rom airfield. On the 
13th of December 1941 Flight Sergeant Dartnall was laid to rest in Lemvig 
cemetery. The other four crew-members have no known graves and are 
commemorated at the Runnymede Memorial a few miles from Windsor 
Castle.


Vlieland grave of Hugh Wilgar-Robinson & that of George Dartnall in Denmark 
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The crew -

Pilot - P/O Hugh V. Wilgar-Robinson.63492, Age 30. Younger son of 
Hugh and Annie Wilgar-Robinson, of Belfast. Vlieland General Cemetery*, 
Friesland.

 

Co-pilot - Sgt Robert Bamber Fielding. Age 27. Son of John Robert and 
Mary Jane Fielding, of Blackpool, Lancashire. Family headstone in All 
Hallows Church Graveyard, Bispham, Lancashire. Runnymeade Memorial, 
Panel 43


Wop/Air Gnr - F/Sgt George H. Dartnall. Age 22. Son of George Herbert 
Dartnell of Poplar, Middlesex.His body drifted ashore near Søndervig. On 
11/12 his body was found by Receiver of Wrecks Ole Enevoldsen on 
Søgård Forstrand (it is on the Eastern shore of the inland sea called 
Nissum Bredning) and brought to his home. On the same evening at 22:30 
it was collected by three Luftwaffe Unteroffiziers in a truck who took it to 
Rom airfield. On 13/12 1941 Dartnall was laid to rest in Lemvig cemetery 
(Grave 714). Vicar J. Bendsen officiated at the graveside ceremony in 
Lemvig, Jylland, Denmark. 


Wop/Air Gnr -  Sgt William Smithson. Age 24. Son of Albert and Ellen 
Smithson, of Batley Carr, Dewsbury, Yorkshire. Batley Carr Holy Trinity 
Church War Memorial at Dewsbury. Runnymeade Memorial, Panel 37


Air Gnr -  Sgt Kenneth Quick. Age 21.  Son of Arnold and Ethel Quick, of 
Velindre, Port Talbot, Glamorgan. Runnymeade Memorial, Panel 50


Observer -  Sgt Reginald Burchell How. Age 25. Son of James William and 
Emily Ada How and husband of Mary Una How, of Ipswich, Suffolk. 
Runnymeade Memorial, Panel 45


Wellington X3724 KO-T from 115 Squadron 

Wreckage recovered recently is being mentioned by local researchers as 
being that of Wellington X3724.


It was piloted by 25 year old Canadian F/Sgt Jack Hutchison and was one 
of the aircraft dispatched from RAF Marham at 23.28 hours on the 3rd of 
June to bomb the Port of Bremen.
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In the early hours of the 4th of June 1942 his aircraft was intercepted by a 
German night-fighter. The Wellington crashed south-east of Vlieland and all 
five crew were killed.


In the early hours of the 4th of June 1942 his aircraft was intercepted by a 
German night-fighter. The Wellington crashed south-east of Vlieland and all 
five crew were killed.


The pilot, Jack Hutchison, and wireless operator, Terence McGrath, are 
buried at Texel, but their three colleagues have no known graves. Jack 
Hutchison was at 25 years old the eldest in the crew. Of his four 
crewmates, three were aged 20 and Eric Harding only 18.


The crew were - 

Sgt Jack Leon Hutchison (25) pilot from Niagara, Ontario, Canada, 

Sgt Terence Allen McGrath (20) the front gunner from Hull, 

Sgt John Turner Plant (20) the navigator, from Oncham, Isle of Man, 

Sgt Thomas Edward Rowan (20) the wireless operator, from Ballymena, 
and 

Sgt Eric Roland Harding (18) the rear gunner, from Gravesend, Kent.


Two Ballymena brothers died serving with the RAF 

Sergeant Thomas Edward Rowan, the wireless operator, was the 20 year 
old son of Thomas Edward Rowan (1885) and Ellen Irwin, of Patrick Place, 
Ballymena Co. Antrim, Northern Ireland, who were married at Ballymena in 
1911.Two families had lived together at the house in Patrick Place from 
before the beginning of the 20th century. Thomas Edward Rowan senior's 
mother, Jane (bn 1854), was a widow with a family, when she married 
shoemaker William J Currie (bn 1844), who also had children, sometime 
before 1901.

The Cenotaph in Ballymena Memorial Park 
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One of Thomas E. Rowan senior's step-brothers, Samuel Currie (bn 1894), 
joined the 18th Battalion of the Royal Irish Rifles in July 1915. He died from 
battle wounds in November 1917.


Thomas and Ellen were to 
lose two sons in World War 
2. Twenty year old Thomas, 
who was the wireless 
operator on Wellington  
X3724, has no known grave. 
He is commemorated on the 
Runnymede Memorial and 
on the Cenotaph in 
Ballymena Memorial Park.


His older brother, 23 year 
old William Erwin Rowan, 
also joined the RAF. He was 

serving with the RAF at 
Singapore when the Japanese invaded in 1942. The fighting in Singapore 
lasted from 8 to 15 February 1942.


Allied prisoners working on the Burma -Siam railway. 

After the Japanese successfully conquered the Malay Peninsula, the Allies 
began to transfer personnel in December 1941 to Sumatra, and AC1 
Rowan is believed to have to have been one of them. The large majority of 
the POWs who fell into Japanese hands in North and Central Sumatra 
were concentrated in the Uniekampong in Belawan harbour.


As early as May 1942 a large group of about 2,000 POWs were 
transported from there to Burma, and many were put to work on the 
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Burma-Siam railway. During its construction, approximately 13,000 
prisoners of war, including British, Dutch and Australian servicemen, died 
and were buried along the railway. William Erwin Rowan died on 5th of 
August 1943 and is one of 1,379 casualties commemorated in the Chonk-
Kai War cemetery which was built on the same spot as the notorious POW 
camp.


The text on his burial plaque at the River Kwai's Chunkai War cemetery, 
reads - 'Heavy the blow, quickly it fell. Tender ties broken without a 
farewell.’ 

51 Squadron's Halifax HR934  

The Officer of the Watch in the Watch Office at Snaith, Yorkshire, 
guiding Handley Page Halifaxes of 51 Squadron RAF back to base 
after a night raid on Nuremberg. The Station Commander of Snaith, 
Group Captain N H Fresson, can be seen waiting outside on the 
balcony of the Control Tower. (IWM photo) 

51 Squadron's Halifax HR934 with P/O Smyth and his crew took off from 
RAF Snaith at 22.26 on 25th of July 1943 on a bomber raid to Essen. It is 
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not known what happened but it was lost without a trace. They crashed 
into the North Sea near the coast of Holland. 


On the previous evening the squadron had participated in the raid on 
Hamburg and Flying Officer Cole's crew had a narrow escape after being 
picked up by searchlights over Cuxhaven on the Lower Saxony coast. 
They were attacked by a Messerschmitt Me109 but were able to dive away 
without being hit.


The crew were -

F/O John Stuart Cole - Pilot, 

Sgt Leslie Alfred Taylor - Flight Engineer,

 P/O John Stanley Smyth - Navigator, 

P/O Charles Edwin Parkin -  Bomb Aimer, 

Sgt Frederick Arthur James Edwards - 

Wireless Operator, P/O John Sarginson  - 

Air Gunner, Sgt George Clark Thompson  - Air Gunner.


The bodies of the crew were eventually washed ashore on various Dutch 
beaches. P/O John Smyth's body was found near Castricum and he was 
interred there. Sgt George Thompson and P/O Charles Parkin are also 
buried at Castricum, F/O John S Cole and Sgt Leslie Taylor at Bergen, PO 
John Sarginson is buried at Vlieland and Sgt Frederick Edwards at Bergen 
op Zoom.


The pilot, 23 year old John Stuart Cole, was the son of James Ernest 
George Cole, and Dorothy Lilian Cole, of Wembley, Middlesex.

John Stanley Smyth was born in 1914, son of John and Sarah Smyth and 
husband of Olive Maude McKay Smyth, of Londonderry. He was a 
member of the Pharmaceutical Society.


George Clark Thompson was born in 1911, the son of George and 
Margaret Thompson, of West Hampstead, London.


32 year old Leslie Alfred Taylor was the son of Frederick and Emily Taylor 
and husband of Katherine Taylor, of Cardiff.


The wireless operator, 29 year old Sgt Frederick Edwards, was the son of 
Levi James Edwards and Elizabeth Edwards and husband of Phyllis Selina 
Edwards, of Watchet, Somerset.
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John Sarginson aged 23 was the son of Horace William and Helena Lucy 
Sarginson, of Marske, Yorkshire.


The bomb-aimer, Charles Edwin Parkin, aged 28, was the son of James 
and Annie Parkin from Belper, Derbyshire, and husband of Joyce Emily 
Mary Parkin.


Halifax W1104 of 76 Squadron 4th June 1942 

76 Squadron was a Halifax heavy bomber squadron in No. 4 Group. Only 
the second squadron to fly the Halifax, it began operations on the night of 
12-13 June 1941, and maintained its offensive until the end of the 
European war was in sight. 


The Handley Page Halifax W1104, MP-"F", of No. 76 Sqdn., went into the 
North Sea, S.E. of Vlieland Island, on the 4th of June 1942, during a raid 
on (Hansestadt) Bremen / N.W. Germany.


76 Squadron were flying out of Middleton St George.The Operations 
Record Book for the Squadron notes that on 3 June 1942 "Operations 
were ordered for an attack on Bremen.


Ten crews were detailed, and all took off. One aircraft returned early and 
two are reported missing (Captains P.O. Philp and F/S. Stell).  The 
remaining aircraft landed safely at base on return …


Weather. Fine. Small amounts of cloud. Excellent visibility. Wind light 
SW'ly, but increasing to 10-15 mph, temporarily during mid afternoon."

Frank Ormerod was flying in the Halifax II, W.1104 "F", piloted by P.O. 
Philp. The other members of the crew were Sergeants Mulhauser, Harte, 
Battersby and Watson.


The squadron records note that "this aircraft was airborne at Middleton St 
George at 23.14 hours since when nothing further has been heard. It has 
therefore been reported missing.”


Frank's body was later recovered from the North Sea, on 28 June 1942, 
and is buried in Vlieland General Cemetery, The Netherlands (Grave 41).


The following information was provided to an Ormerod family history 
researcher by Dirk Bruin, who has been researching the Commonwealth 
casualties buried in Vlieland General Cemetery.
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The police report into the finding of Frank's body  mentions that he was 
found on 28 June, some 24 days after the crash. It reports that the body 
was in an advanced state of decomposition, and that it was identified by 
the name Ormerod on the uniform.


The report, made by the Dutch Police, also mentions that he was dressed 
in his flying uniform and wearing his flying boots - and that the boots were 
confiscated by the Germans. The body of Frank Ormerod was than buried 
with military honours.


Both Pilot Officer Philp and Sgt Willie Watson have no known grave and 
are commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial in the UK.


The observer, Sgt Frank Edwin Ormerod, and Co. Antrim born air-gunner 
Sgt James Henry Harte, are both buried at Vlieland.


Crew - 

Pilot -  P/O. John Adams Philp - 105196 - RAF(VR) - age 21 - son of Leslie 
Alexander Philp & Violet Evelyn Philp, of Clifton, Bristol - MIA / Runnymede 
Memorial - panel 71  
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Sgt. Frank Edwin Ormerod - 1057349 - RAF(VR) - age 30 - son of Joseph 
Wingate Ormerod & Lilian Ormerod; husband of Edith Mary Ormerod, of 
Prestwich, Lancs (UK) - KIA - (Oost-)Vlieland - grave 41  


P/O. Robert Samuel Mulhauser - J/15671 - RCAF - age 24 - son of Maj. 
Samuel Alfred Mulhauser & Helen Baerd Mulhauser, of Huntington Woods, 
Michigan (USA) - Sage War Cemetery -grave 7.E.8       *  previously buried 
Borkum July 23rd 1942


Sgt. James Henry Harte - 1358088 - RAF(VR) - age 20 - son of Lotty 
Harte; grandson of Mrs. L. Harte, of Portrush- KIA - (Oost-)Vlieland  
Cemetery- grave 42  


Sgt. John Battersby - 971129 - RAF(VR) - age 29 - son of Samuel & 
Helena Battersby; husband of Alice Battersby, of Thornton, Braford, 
Yorkshire (UK) - KIA - Sage War Cemetery -grave 5.D.3  


Sgt. Willie Watson - 1078071 - RAF(VR) - age 21 - son of Joseph & Lily 
Watson, of Dewsbury, Yorkshire - MIA / Runnymede Memorial - panel 96


War graves at Vlieland 
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The German document provides a list of items that were forwarded to the 
Red Cross. It again mentions the boots (2 Filzstiefel), so it would appear 
that they were not taken by the Germans
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APPEAL 
Further information on the men from Northern Ireland mentioned here 
would be greatly appreciated, together with information about others - 
men and women - from NI who served in the RAF and WRAF


remembrance ni 

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston 
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to 
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past 
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and 
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.

To receive a copy of remembrance ni  or notice  of new postings on web 
site please contact - 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com


Contact - Simply input Remembrance ni in the title bar and give your first 
and second names with e-mail address in body of text. There is also a 
contact  facility on the web site. See Menu at 

https://remembranceni.org/
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