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North Irish Horse colonel won VC rallying 
infantry in WW1  

�  
The VC awarded to Lieutenant Colonel 
Richard Annesley West 

Lieutenant Colonel Richard Annesley West from 
Co. Fermanagh was on secondment from the 
North Irish Horse to the Tank Corps. He was 
killed in action at Courcelles, France, aged 40,  
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on 2 September 1918 when he rallied infantry 
who had become disorientated in dense fog. He 
encouraged them with the words - "Stick it, 
Men; Show Them Fight”. For his action he was 
awarded the Victorious Cross. He was the holder 
of the DSO & Bar, and the MC.  


 The ”London Gazette" announced that his 
Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to 
approve the award of the Victoria Cross to the 
late Lieut-Colonel Richard Annesley West, 
D.S.O., M.C., North Irish Horse, attached to the 
6th Battalion, Tank Corps -- 


“For most conspicuous bravery, leadership, and 
self-sacrifice. 
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“During an attack, the infantry having lost their 
bearings in the dense fog, this officer at once 
collected and reorganised any men he could 
find, and led them to their objective in face of 
heavy machine-gun fire. Throughout the whole 
action he displayed the most utter disregard of 


                  � 


danger, and the capture of the objective was in a 
great part due to his initiative and gallantry. 


“On a subsequent occasion it was intended that 
a battalion of light tanks under the command of 
this officer should exploit the initial infantry and 
heavy tank attack. He therefore went forward in 
order to keep in touch with the progress of the 
battle, and arrived at front line when the enemy 
were in process of delivering a local counter-
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attack. The infantry battalion had suffered heavy 
officer casualties, and its flanks were exposed. 
Realising that there was a danger of the 
battalion giving way, he had once rode out in 
front of them and are extremely heavy machine 
gun and rifle fire and rallied the men. In spite of 
the fact that the enemy were close upon him he 
took charge of the situation and detailed non-
commissioned officers to replace officer 
casualties. He then rode up and down in front of 
them in face of certain death, encouraging the 
men and calling to them: "Stick it, men; show 
them fight; and for God's sake put up a good 
fight." He fell riddled by machine-gun bullets. 


“The magnificent bravery of this very gallant 
officer at the critical moment inspired the infantry 
to redoubled efforts, and the hostile attack was 
defeated”. 


Richard West had served during the Boer War as 
a trooper with the Imperial Yeomanry and 
remained in South Africa until the outbreak of 
World War 1. He obtained his first commission in 
Kitchener's Fighting Scouts. He became a 
lieutenant in the North Irish Horse on 
04/09/1914, and served with that regiment in 
France and Flanders, being twice mentioned in 
despatches, first by Viscount French, and on the 
second occasion by Sir Douglas Haig. He was 
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seconded for service with the Tank Corpsin 
1917, and was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Order in the New Year Honours of 1918.

He was husband to Maude E West of 14 
Trafalgar Square Chelsea London.  He was the 
youngest son of the late Mr. Augustus George 
West and Sarah West of White Park, County 
Fermanagh, and a grandson of the late Rev. W. 
J. West, M.A., of Ederney, County Fermanagh, 
and Balix and Legcloghlin, County Tyrone. Born 
on 26th September, 1878, He married on 16th 
July, 1909, Maude Ethel, second daughter of Mr. 
Henry William Cushing. Colonel West's eldest 
brother, Mr. Erskine Eyre West, Barrister-at-Law 
(formerly a captain in the Londonderry Royal 
Garrison Artillery), was Deputy Registrar of the 
Irish Land Commission. His second brother, Mr. 
Augustus W. West was an Assistant Land 
Commissioner. He is buried at Mory Abbey 
Military Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais


remembrance ni



remembrance ni 



Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni 
publication is copyright, and must not be 
reproduced in print or electronically. 


The remembrance ni programme is overseen 
by Very Rev Dr Houston McKelvey OBE, QVRM, 
TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105 
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain 
to RNR and as Chaplain to the RBL NI area and 
the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a 
Past President of Queen’s University Services 
Club. He may be contacted at 

houston.mckelvey@btinternet.com
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